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"  Janus  I  am :  oldest  of  potentates ! 

Forward  I  look  and  backward,  and  below 
I  count  —  as  god  of  avenues  and  gates  — 
'I'he  years  that  through  my  portals  come  and  go."' 

MOTIVES. 

A  TOWN,  ill  the  New  England  sense  of  the  word,  is 
quite  a  complete  republic  in  itself. 

Its  affiliation  in  the  larger  family  of  towns  is  essen- 
tially analogous  to  a  confederation  of  states. 

Its  individuality  is  not  merged  in  any  such  prudential 
concurrence  of  purpose  or  concession  of  rights  in  the 
union  of  towns,  as  may  be  deemed  politically  con- 
venient. 

As  it  has  a  complete  government  of  its  own,  so  has 
it  a  character,  physical  and  social,  by  which  it  comes 
to  be  recognized  and  designated  in  history,  —  its  own 
institutions,  civil,  religious,  educational,  social,  —  its 
characteristic  forms  of  industry  and  public  enterprises 
peculiar  to  itself.  And  so  has  it  a  history  peculiarly 
and  properly  its  own.  And  to-day,  in  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  towns  of  New  England,  and  in  other  parts 
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of  our  country  as  well,  an  earnest  interest  is  manifested 
in  the  gathering  and  careful  preservation  of  the 
materials  of  their  own  distinctive  history.  Anniver- 
saries are  observed  with  ever-increasing  formality  and 
enthusiasm.  Historians  of  ability  are  sought  out  to 
collect  and  present,  at  centennial  or  bicentennial  cele- 
brations, all  attainable  information  respecting  the 
origin  and  growth  of  existing  municipal  and  social 
organizations,  the  rise  of  families,  the  migrations  and 
experiences  of  the  fathers ;  in  a  word,  whatever  remi- 
niscences may  aid  the  expression  of  public  gratitude  or 
justify  the  pride  of  citizenship. 

In  the  preparation  and  celebration  of  these  festivals, 
towns  deem  it  justifiable  to  engage  in  their  corporate 
capacity  ;  and  often,  with  lavish  expenditures  of  money 
and  elaborate  arrangements,  they  enter  unanimously 
into  schemes  for  dignifying,  to  the  utmost,  such 
occasions. 

These  celebrations,  however,  have  much  more  than 
this  superficial  significance.  As  with  prosperous  fam- 
ilies, so  with  towns,  the  time  comes  when  a  regard  for 
ancestry  is  felt  to  be  a  filial  duty,  a  virtue  high  in  the 
list  of  those  affecting  self-respect  and  essential  dignity 
of  character.  The  impulse  actuating  these  occasions, 
now  so  numerous,  is  not  simply  a  fashionable  zeal  for 
antiquarian  research,  or  the  amusement  afforded  by  the 
ludicrous  fashions  or  peculiar  customs  of  a  forgotten 
past,  so  much  as  it  is  a  thoughtful  regard  of  the  great 
value  of  present  advantages,  an  awakened  sense  of  the 
significance  of  the  events  and  instrumentalities  which 
have  led  up  to   them,  and   the   indisputable   duty   to 
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transmit  to   posterity  what  of   local   history  is   better 
^  comprehended  to-day  than  it  can   be  in  the  fiitnre. 

As  a  natural  development  of  this  awakened  interest, 
and  as  a  useful,  if  not  necessary,  means  of  the  collect- 
ing and  safe  keeping  of  relics,  symbols,  fragmentary 
records,  public  and  private,  and  other  forms  of  actual 
historical  value,  numerous 

LOCAL    HISTORICAL    SOCIETIES 

have  been  organized,  many  of  which  are  fostered  by 
public  town  action,  and  some  of  which,  through  the 
thoughtful  benevolence  of  citizens,  are  founded  upon 
the  basis  of  adequate  endowments. 

These  associations,  as  a  rule,  are  organized,  not  as 
mere  literary  or  social  reunions,  to  provide  an  agreeable 
pastime  in  their  occasional  meetings,  or  to  seek  amuse- 
ment in  the  mere  curiosities  of  history,  but  to  provide 
libraries  with  suitable  appointments  for  collecting, 
arranging,  cataloguing,  and  indexing  all  matters,  books, 
pamphlets,  written  or  printed  documents,  relics, '  and 
whatever  may  be  designated  as  historic  material,  —  to 
secure,  so  far  as  possible,  these  treasures  against  all 
danger  of  loss  or  disarrangement,  and  thus  accumulate 
such  testimonies  of  the  past,  and  of  the  perpetual 
present,  as  will  fortify  the  truth  of  town  and  family 
history,  or  correct  its  errors,  when  it  comes  to  be 
written. 

The  papers  of  reminiscence  or  of  special  investiga- 
tion, prepared  by  the  members  or  contributed  through 
them  and  read  at  the  stated  meetings,  are  preserved, 
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catalogued,  and  kept  within  reach  of  the  historian,  who 
may  need  the  information  they  contain. 

The  departments  of  genealogy  and  biography  are 
deemed  very  essential  adjuncts  to  the  general  plan  of 
a  historical  society,  and  special  provision  is  made  to 
secure  the  full  benefits  desired. 

Sheets,  suitable  for  binding  in  book  forms,  are  skil- 
fully prepared,  with  printed  questions  adapted  to  all 
the  material  facts  of  personal  and  family  history,  and 
furnished  to  all  who  may  be  disposed  to  fill  them ;  and 
biographical  facts  are  gathered  and  systematically 
preserved. 

Such  are  the  outline  features  of  these  associations, 
defining  the  reasons  of  their  existence. 

The  records  of  their  transactions,  of  their  investiga- 
tions, compilations,  and  even  of  their  difiiculties  in 
research  and  dissensions  as  to  historic  facts,  soon 
acquire  high  value  in  the  study  of  local  history. 

And  .such  work  as  these  associations  are  doing  sup- 
plements the  records  of  the  town  itself  and  of  its 
various  societies,  whose  clerks  or  secretaries  are  limited 
to  the  briefest  and  most  formal  minutes  of  the  acts 
recorded,  thus  securing  at  once  corroboratory  and 
explanatory  information,  and  additional  protection 
against  the  perversions  of  the  dishonest  and  losses  by 
fire  or  other  disasters. 

The  incentives  to  such  an  association  in  Winchester 
are  found  to  be  abundant  upon  a  little  reflection  on  the 
following  notable  facts. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-five  years  ago  the  natural 
advantages  of  the  territory  now  included  in  the  limits 
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of  this  town  attracted  the  attention  of  enterprising 
men,  and  they  penetrated  the  forest  and  commenced 
a  settlement. 

This,  the  oldest  portion  of  Woburn,  has  a  natural 
claim  to  a  prominent  part  of  the  historic  associations 
which  have  so  eminently  distinguished  the  latter  in 
New  England  history. 

These  natural  advantages,  as  they  are  here  desig- 
nated, belong  to  geographical  features  whose  attractive- 
ness is  destined  never  to  be  diminished.  These  beautiful 
sheets  of  water,  with  their  connecting  river,  were 
a  fascination  to  the  Indian  queen,  who,  while  conveying 
the  surrounding  hills  and  plains  in  amicable  negotia- 
tions with  the  immigrants,  reserved  these  to  her  own 
enjoyment  to  the  hour  of  her  death.  The  fascinations 
of  this  beautiful  landscape,  the  salubrity  of  all  the  con- 
ditions of  residence,  the  eminent  adaptedness  of  contour 
and  approach  to  convenient  and  tasteful  dwellings,  and 
the  admirably  adjusted  distance  from  the  large  city, 
securing  retirement  and  city  advantages  combined, — 
all  unite  to  give  to  Winchester  a  marked  individuality. 
Here  the  "  little  republic,"  thanks  to  our  thoughtful 
fathers,  finds  every  incentive  to  the  best  of  municipal 
and  social  organization  ;  to  a  rivalry  with  nature  in  the 
generous  and  inspiriting  character  of  her  institutions. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  conditions  better  adapted  to, 
or  more  imperatively  demanding,  public  spirit  in  the 
duty  of  preserving,  as  well  as  in  that  of  constructing, 
whatever  pertains  to  the  dignity,  the  beauty,  or  the 
historic  value  of  such  a  town. 

To  begin  now  to  preserve  its  most  ancient  landmarks. 
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from  1630  downward  (for  he  who  is  styled  the  "  father 
of  Woburn "  undoubtedly  traversed  this  beautiful 
valley  in  that  year,  and  noted  with  his  peculiar  vigi- 
lance its  promises  for  the  future) ;  to  gather  now 
whatever  relates  to  the  possessions  out  of  which  our 
own  have  been  carved ;  to  trace  now  the  rise  and 
growth  of  the  churches,  schools,  associations,  institu- 
tions, public  works,  etc.,  and  to  preserve  the  biographies 
of  the  fathers,  —  are  dictated  alike  by  a  considerate 
affection  for  our  pleasant  homes,  a  due  regard  for  the 
stable  interests  of  our  families,  and  a  similarly  generous 
consideration  for  our  posterity  to  tliat  which  prompts 
the  planting  of  trees. 

The  demand  for  local  history  is  evinced  in  the  many 
books  which  have  been  prepared  and  published  by 
individuals  in  the  way  of  private  enterprise.  In  all, 
or  nearly  all,  of  the  towns  around  us,  historians  have 
been  found  whose  leisure,  taste,  and  literary  abilities 
were  thus  occupied,  and  who  have  relied  chiefly  upon 
the  collection  of  family  genealogies  for  remuneration 
of  their  labor. 

These  histories  are  of  great  value,  and  will  ever  be 
highly  appreciated  both  by  future  historians  and  by 
historical  societies :  yet  their  value  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  tributary  work  of  local  historical 
societies,  which  are  best  adapted  to  catch  effectively  the 
living  glow  of  each  period,  to  secure  the  elements  of 
indisputable  accuracy,  and  to  furnish  material  most 
worthy  of  the  literary  skill  that  may  be  ultimately 
employed  in  its  compilation  and  embellishment. 

GEOKGE   COOKE 
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THE    WINCHESTER    HISTORICAL    AND    GEN- 
EALOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

Individuals  in  Winchester,  prominently  among  others 
Messrs.  Luther  R.  Symmes,  Abijah  Thompson,  Edwin 
A.  Wadleigh,  and  George  T.  Littlefield,  had  for  many 
years  interested  themselves  to  collect  and  preserve 
relics,  printed  or  written  items,  and  other  material  per- 
taining to  the  early  history  and  the  old  families  of  the 
territory  now  included  in  the  limits  of  the  town. 

This  accumulation  of  matters  of  historical  or  gene- 
alogical value  demanded,  in  the  interest  of  town 
history,  some  provision  for  its  safe  and  permanent 
preservation,  and  the  suggestion  of  the  feasibility  of 
a  local  historical  society  in  Winchester  naturally  arose 
from  the  facts  named. 

Some  time  in  the  summer  of  1884  Mr.  Abijah  Thomp- 
son consulted  with  George  Cooke,  and  requested  him  to 
prepare  suitable  papers  for  the  organization  and  regula- 
tion of  such  a  society. 

The  papers  were  at  that  time  prepared,  consisting  of 
a  short  prospectus,  the  draft  of  a  constitution  and  by- 
laws similar  to  those  commonly  adopted  in  towns  of 
like  circumstance ;  but  in  view  of  the  excitements 
of  the  national  election,  further  consideration  of  the 
matter  was  deferred  till  November  13,  1884,  at  which 
date  Messrs.  Symmes,  Thompson,  Cooke,  and  George 
T.  Littlefield,  met  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Symmes,  and 
took  preliminary  measures  for  organization  and  ap- 
pointed a  meeting  of  all  the  subscribers  to  the  papers 
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above   named,    to   be    held   at    the    office   of    George 
S.  Littlefield,  Esq.,  November  20,  1884. 

The  subscribers,  who  became  the  original  members, 
by  the  terms  expressed  in  the  Constitution  prepared  as 
above,  were  the  following  :  — 

Abu  All  Thompson.  Henry  Rolfe. 

Luther  Richaruson  Symmes.  Charles  Harrison  Dunham. 

George  Cooke.  John  Reed  Cobb. 

George  Thomas  Littlefield.  Joseph  Howe  Tyler. 

Edwin  Alkuistus  Wadleigh.  Thomas  Prentiss  Ayer. 

James  Alexander  Dupee.  Sumner  Richardson. 
George  Sherman  Littlefield. 

At  this  meeting  the  Prospectus,  Constitution,  and 
By-laws  were  again  read,  article  by  article,  for  the 
more  formal  adoption  of  the  society,  and  with  amend- 
ments were  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  by  ballot :  — 

Abi.tah  Thojipson,  President. 

Luther  Richardson  Symmes,  \ 

Joseph  Howe  Tyler,  >  Vice-Presidents. 

Thomas  Prentiss  Ayer,  ) 

George  Cooke,  Secretary. 

Charles  Harrison  Dunham,  Treasurer. 

George  Sherman  Littlefield,  Librarian. 

PROSPECTUS. 

The  subscribers,  appreciating  the  objects  and  methods 
of  the  associations,  now  so  numerous  and  efficient, 
formed  to  preserve,  in  permanent  forms,  the  historical 
and  genealogical  facts  pertaining  to  the  towns  in  which 
they  exist,  propose  to  organize  themselves  into  such  an 
association  for  the  town  of  Winchester. 


Constitution.  9 

Although  Winchester  is  still  young  as  a  corpora- 
tion —  small  relatively,  in  territory  and  population,  and 
a  large  portion  of  its  present  inhabitants  may  be  prop- 
erly designated  "  recent  comers,"  yet  considerations 
affecting  our  self-respect  as  citizens  —  the  common 
interest  we  should  all  feel  in  the  local  associations  of 
our  homes,  and  a  wise  regard  of  the  value  to  our  pos- 
terity of  such  records  as  can  never  be  better  made  than 
now  of  the  early  history  of  the  town  and  of  the 
families  which  have  taken  root  in  our  territory,  —  all 
combine  to  commend  the  purposes  and  insure  the 
interest  of  such  an  association. 

We  therefore  agree  to  associate  ourselves  for  the 
purposes  named,  and  to  be  governed  by  the  following 
Constitution  and  By-laws. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I.  This  Association  shall  be  called  the  AYinchester 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Society. 

Art.  II.  The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  collect, 
preserve,  and  supply  to  inquirers  the  facts  of  the  local  history  of 
Winchester,  and  such  family  genealogies  as  may  be  offered  to  its 
archives  ;  and  to  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared,  from  time  to 
time,  such  papers  relative  to  these  subjects  as  ma}'  be  of  public 
interest  to  our  citizens. 

Art.  III.  The  Society  shall  be  composed  of  the  signers  of  this 
Prospectus,  and  such  other  persons,  residents  of  Winchester  or 
otherwise,  as  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Directors  and  elected  by 
ballot,  and  honorary  members  elected  in  the  same  manner. 

Art,  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  three 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary',  a  Librarian,  and  a  Treasurer,  who 
shall  constitute  a  lioard  of  Directors  and  all  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  by  ballot  at  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Art.  V.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  SocieU^  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 

Art.  VI.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on 
th?  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  from  September  to  May  inclu- 
sive, and  special  meetings  as  the  directors  may  determine. 

Art.  VII.  P>ach  resident  member  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury 
One  Dollar  anmially  during  his  membership. 

Art.  VIII.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  b}'  a  vote  of 
three  fourths  of  the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting, 
notice  of  tlie  proposed  amendment  having  been  made  and  entered 
upon  the  recoids  at  any  previous  meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 

I.  It  shall  be  deemed  tlie  duty  of  members  to  seek  liistorical 
and  genealogical  information,  and  to  contribute  whatever  ])ooks, 
pamphlets,  papers,  records,  or  verbal  statements  may  be  in  their 
control  and  in  any  way  conducive  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 

II.  The  Secretary  shall  record,  in  a  suitalily  bound  book  or 
books,  the  transactions  of  each  regular  and  special  meeting  of  tlie 
Society  ;  shall  record  all  donations  with  the  full  name  of  the 
donors  ;  shall  note  and  file  all  written  or  printed  communications 
made  to  the  Society  and  deposit  the  same  with  the  Librarian. 

III.  The  Librarian  shall  be  the  custodian  of  all  books,  pam- 
phlets, and  written  or  printed  papers  designed  for  preservation, 
and  shall  not  suffer  them  to  be  removed  from  the  archives  of  the 
Society,  unless  upon  a  written  order  of  the  Directors,  which  order 
shall  itself  be  recorded  and  filed. 

IV.  The  order  of  business  at  each  meeting  of  the  Society 
shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

1 .  The  reading  and  correction  of  the  record  of  the  preced- 

ing meeting;. 

2.  The  announcing  of  donations  to  the  Society. 

3.  The  reading  of  letters  received  in  correspondence. 

4.  The  unfinished  business  of  the  preceding  meeting. 

5.  The  reading  of  pajiers  written  for  the  Societ^^'s  archives. 

6.  Oral  communications. 
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7.  Transactiou  of  the  Society's  business. 

8.  Proposing  of  candidates  for  memJ)ership. 

V.  A  historian  shall  be  chosen  at  each  Annual  Meeting,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  and  preserve  materials  for  a  historj^  of 
the  Society  and  biographies  of  its  living  or  deceased  members  ; 
and  whenever  it  may  be  desirable,  to  prepare  the  same  for  pulilica- 
tion  ;  also  to  compile  the  items  of  valuable  information  obtained 
during  the  year  in  a  paper  for  preservation. 

VI.,  P2ach  member  shall  be  invited  to  furnish  to  the  historian 
all  historical  and  genealogical  facts  he  may  possess  relating  to  his 
own  family,  with  names,  places,  and  dates,  in  full. 

VII.  These  By-laws  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting  of  the 
Society  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  notice  of  the  proposed  amendment 
having  been  given  at  a  previous  meeting. 

In  addition  to  the  list  of  original  members  given  on 

page  8,  the  following  persons  have  become  members  by 

signing  the  Constitution  of  the  society. 

George  Gardner  Stratton.         Frederick  Winsor. 

Lewis  Parkhurst.  Mrs.  Ann  B.  Winsor. 

C.  Arthur  Conant.  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Rand. 

Alfred  Clarence  Vinton.  Mrs.  Maria  S.  Thompson. 

Daniel  March,  Jr.  Irving  S.  Palmer. 

George  Button  Rand.  Henry  F.  Johnson. 

Allen  D.  Hunt.  Arthur  Eastman  Whitney. 

Warken  Johnson.  Rev.  George  Warren   Gardner. 

Henry  Childs  Miller.  Arthur  C.  Quinby. 

George  P.  Brown.  Rev.  John  Lewis  Marsh. 

Luther  Richardson.  Alfred  Washington  Quimby. 

Harrison  Parker.  Rev.  Joshua  Coit. 

John  S.  Richardson.  Rev.  Charles  R.  Seymour. 

Thomas  Frank  West.  James  F.  Dwinell. 

J.  WiNSLOw  Richardson.  Samuel  B.  White. 

Stephen  Thompson.  Harrison  Parker,  2d. 
David  Nelson  Skillings. 

This  list  does  not  include  such  as  have  intimated 
their  acceptance  of  election,  but  have  not  as  yet  found 
it  convenient  to  be  present  at  our  meetings. 
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ACTION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 

[Their  letter  under  date  of  January  5,  1S85.] 

George  Cooke, 

Secretary  of  the  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society. 
Dear  Sir^  —  Appreciating  fully  the  work  which  yonr  Society 
arc  doing,  and  desirous  of  aiding  as  far  as  we  can,  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  town  of  AVinchester  Voted^  this  evening,  that  your 
Society  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  such  printed  or  other 
matter  as  they  may  find  among  the  documents  left  at  the  room 
formerly  occupied  as  Selectmen's  Room,  the  same  to  he  kept  by 
the  Society  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  best  for  its  ]ii'eser- 
vation  as  the  property  of  the  town.  Also  the  book-cases,  if  of 
any  use,  in  which  to  keep  your  selections,  are  at  your  service. 
Per  order  of  the  Selectmen. 

ALBERT   AYER,  Chairman. 


PROCEEDINCxS   OF   THE   SOCIETY. 

Its  first  regular  meeting  was  held  at  Livingston 
Hall,  December  4,  1884. 

This  being  the  first  meeting  at  which  the  society  felt 
itself  fairly  equipped  for  its  appropriate  work,  it  was 
entered  upon  with  an  inspiring  zeal. 

Following  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes 
of  the  preceding  meetings,  the  first  business,  in  our 
adopted  order,  was  the  announcement  of  donations. 

Suitable  books  for  the  records  of  the  society  were 
the  first  needs  to  be  supplied,  and  these  were  donated 
by  George  T.  Littlefield  and  Abijah  Thompson  ;  the 
former  presenting  for  the  use  of  the  Librarian  a  large 
and  very  beautiful  book,  for  the  cataloguing  of  the 
library  as  it  is  collected,  as  well  as  of  the  contributions 


Proceedings  of  the  Society.  13 

of  all  kinds  to  the  archives,  with  appropriate  rulings 
for  dates,  names  of  donors,  and  descriptive  notes  belong- 
ing to  each  entry  ;  the  latter,  appropriate  books  for 
the  records  of  the  Secretary.  These  books  thus  pro- 
vided, the  following  donations  from  Mr.  Thompson 
were  offered  for  our  records  and  library  :  — 

1.  A  bound  volume  of  the  Wohurn  Weekl/j  Adver- 
tiser and  Guide  Post  for  1846-47. 

2.  The  Neio  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register  for  the  year  1884. 

3.  The  Charter  and  Constitution  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society. 

4.  Bulletins  of  the  Woburn  Public  Library,  1883-84. 

5.  Address  of  Stephen  M.  Allen  at  the  tomb  of  Dan- 
iel Webster,  October  VI,  1882. 

6.  "  History  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington,"  by  Elias 
Phinney,  1825. 

7.  Old  autograph  letters  of  Winchester  citizens  neatly 
mounted  upon  cards,  suitable  for  display  in  frames,  or 
convenient  for  binding  or  handling  in  cases. 

After  expression  of  thanks  for  these  donations,  so 
well  adapted  to  first  needs,  and  so  cheering  as  first 
fruits,  for  the  society's  treasury  of  historic  material, 
the  society  listened  to  three  papers  which  had  been 
prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  first  was  entitled  "  Reminiscences  of  South 
Woburn  in  1834-36,"  by  Oliver  Richardson  Clark,  of 
Tewksbury,  Massachusetts,  formerly  and  for  many 
years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Winchester,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  substance  :  — 
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Upon  the  completion  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail- 
way, the  portion  of  South  Woburn  then  designated  as 
the  "  Woburn  Gates  "  naturally  attracted  attention  as 
central  to  a  territory,  embraced  within  the  radius  of  a 
mile  from  the  Gates,  which  contained  the  elements  of 
a  new  town,  composed  of  the  south  part  of  Woburn 
and  the  northern  parts  of  Medford  and  West  Cam- 
bridge. 

The  first  depot,  or  station,  of  the  railway  (for  the 
scheme  of  thus  connecting  Lowell  and  Boston  does  not 
appear  to  have  contemplated  any  provision  for  business 
at  this  point)  was  opposite  the  building  next  north  of 
Lyceum  Hall,  and  it  remained  at  this  point,  with 
changes  merely  of  the  buildings  for  the  purpose,  till 
about  1872.1 

The  population  of  the  territory  named  was  small  ; 
the  houses  few  and  easily  remembered.  For  two  years 
after  the  establishment  of  the  railway-station  but  few 
changes  were  observed. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  was  then  an  apprentice  to 
Samuel  Steele  Richardson,  Esq.  (better  remembered  as 
"  S.  S.  Richardson  "),  who  may  well  be  called  the  father 
of  "  South  Woburn,"  as  the  place  was  then  named. 
Mr.  Richardson  was  at  the  time  named  a  large  manu- 
facturer of  shoes  in  Woburn,  employing  one  hundred 
hands  or  more.  He  was  then  at  the  height  of  pros- 
perity and  was  considered  a  rich  man. 

His  eye  had  been,  from  the  first  of  the  movement 
for  the  railway,  fixed  upon  South  Woburn  as  a  good 

'  In  juiother  i)jii>er,  subsequently  contributed,  we  are  informed  tliat  tlie  Ijuilding  first 
used  as  a  station  was  a  small  shoemaker's  shop,  about  10x15,  in  which  the  industrial 
enterprise  of  the  incipient  village  was  in  part  represented. 
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locality  for  business  and  the  founding  of  a  future 
town.  He  purchased  the  old  mill-site  —  or  rather  took 
a  bond  of  it  —  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Joel 
Whitney.  The  title  of  this  property  was  then  obscure, 
and  there  being  much  difficulty  in  clearing  it  up,  the 
writer  of  this  was  employed  many  days  in  searching 
the  old  records  of  Woburn  in  order  to  establish  the 
rights  belonging  to  the  Abel  Richardson  Mill,  as  it  was 
then  called. 

This  old  mill  ground  the  grain  for  the  neighboring 
farmers,  and  had  some  other  small  business  of  which  I 
am  not  particularly  informed."^ 

After  establishing  the  title,  Mr.  Richardson  bought 
the  mill  and  its  appurtenances,  together  with  a  large 
tract  of  land  bordering  upon  the  mill-stream  and  sur- 
rounding the  mill. 

This,  the  first  movement  toward  the  building  of  a 
village  in  South  Woburn,  occurred,  I  think,  in  1836. 
The  old  mill  was  repaired,  or  entirely  rebuilt,  and 
several  houses  commenced  and  finished  by  him;  among 
which  ^was  a  shoe-shop,  on  the  ground  where  the 
Lyceum  Building  now  stands  —  the  same  building, 
removed  a  few  feet  to  the  northward,  is  now  occupied 
as  a  meat  and  fish  market  and  the  paint-shop  of  Mr. 
Jewett. 

Mr.  Richardson  soon  afterward  purchased  the  "  Black 
Horse  Farm,"  including  the  old  tavern  thus  called,  occu- 
pied by  the  late  Josiah  Franklin  Stowe,  and  the  land  on 

■-  This  mill  has  a  history  of  great  interest,  as  will  appear  in  later  papers  in  course  of 
preparation  for  the  society.  It  is  allucle<l  to  in  the  action  of  the  proprietors  of 
Woburn,  in  the  mention  of  the  first  bridge  Iniilt  in  the  winter  of  1640-41,  and  called 
"  could  bridge." 
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which  most  of  the  houses  are  built  upon  that  exten- 
sive hillside,  as  far  as  to  the  land  of  Mr.  Moses 
Herrick.^ 

This  farm  was  surveyed  by  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Esq. 
(and,  indeed,  most  of  the  property  of  Winchester 
Centre),  who  for  many  years  was  chairman  of  the 
assessors  of  Winchester,  as  he  was,  at  the  time  of 
which  I  speak,  of  the  board  of  assessors  in  Woburn. 
The  writer  of  this  enjoyed  many  days  of  great  pleasure 
in  assisting  in  the  survey  of  this  farm. 

Soon  after  the  events  of  which  I  have  spoken,  Deacon 
Benjamin  Franklin  Thompson  removed  from  Woburn 
to  the  new  village,  and  he  was  a  great  acquisition  to 
its  incipient  enterprise  as  well  as  to  its  character  and 
promise  of  respectability  and  morality.  He  purchased 
the  land  and  built  the  tannery  now  Mr.  Philip  Wald- 
meyer's. 

If  S.  S.  Richardson  was  the  father  of  the  town,  in 
the  respects  named,  Deacon  Thompson  was  the  most 
efficient  of  all  the  agencies  in  forming  its  prospective 
prosperity  and  distinctive  character.  My  personal 
acquaintance  with  him  dated  from  1833.  He  was  at 
that  time  the  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  —  a  kind  friend  to  young  men, 
encouraging  them  in  every  noble  and  Christian  work 
and  throwing  his  powerful  influence  upon  the  side  of 
temperance  and  every  social  reform,  a  leader  in  church 
and  town;  for  many  years  one  of  the  selectmen,  and 

'The  lilack  Horse  yViferji  is  a  landmark  of  such  interest  tliat  it  lias  already  figured 
in  historical  romance.  Rfaterials  are  in  process  of  collfctlon  that  justice  maj'  be  done 
to  a  feature  of  our  local  history  which  not  only  connects  us  with  a  high  relative  anti- 
quity but  with  incidents,  peoples,  (-ustoms,  business  trallic,  family  l)iograpliies,  and 
scenes,  festive  or  sad,  of  great  value  to  the  history  of  Winchester. 
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upon  his  removal  to  South  Woburn,  1837  or  1838,  he 
carried  with  him  his  well-establisherl  influence  for 
good,  not  only  giving  a  great  impulse  to  the  business 
of  the  place,  but  becoming  a  power  in  the  moral  and 
religious  movements  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Winchester.  He 
was  chosen  one  of  its  first  three  deacons,  and  was  the 
first  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school.  He  was  a 
great  lover  of  horticulture,  aboriculture,  and  floricul- 
ture. His  garden  in  Woburn  was  very  beautiful  and 
the  special  attraction  of  the  town.  His  person  and 
surroundings  were  distinguished  by  the  tokens  of  a 
refined  and  cultivated  taste,  everything  about  him 
denoting  attention  to  the  proprieties  of  a  thoughtful 
and  discriminating  habit  of  life. 

In  all  his  business  relations  and  transactions  there 
was  a  corrsponding  completeness  of  propriety  and 
indisputable  correctness.  His  word  was  considered  by 
all  who  knew  or  who  dealt  with  him  as  good  as  his 
bond. 

To  return  to  Mr.  Richardson.  In  the  '•  great  de- 
pression "  of  1837,  Mr.  Richardson,  who  had  speculated 
in  Eastern  lands,  of  which  disastrous  speculations  too 
many  still  living  have  sad  recollections,  became  insolv- 
ent, and  some  other  citizens  were  greatly  injured. 
This  was  a  severe  blow,  involving  hard  struggles  in 
this  new  village. 

Samuel  Steele  Richardson  was  born  in  1806,  in  the 
house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  John  S.  Richardson, 
in  Washington  Street.  His  father  was  Deacon  Calvin 
Richardson,   who  died  about   1867,  aged   eighty-nine. 
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The  fatlier  of  Calvin  was  Deacon  Jeduthan  Richardson, 
who  lived  and  died  in  the  house  in  Washington  Street 
("Richardson's  Row"),  now  occupied  by  Deacon 
Luther  Richardson.' 

Thus  Samuel  Steele  came  of  good  old  Puritan  stock. 
He  entered  upon  a  business  life  at  an  early  age ;  soon 
became  the  largest  and  most  influential  shoe  manu- 
facturer in  Woburn,  giving  employment  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  at  a  time  ;  active,  smart  in  whatever 
lie  undertook ;  shrewd  in  trading,  and  generously  free 
with  his  purse  toward  his  friends  whenever  they  found 
themselves  in  trouble  ;  and  indeed  most  of  his  own 
reverses  came  from  this  very  freedom  in  the  use  of  his 
purse  and  readiness  to  lend  his  name  and  credit  to  the 
unfortunate. 

I  was  in  his  family  for  six  years,  finding  it  a  home 
of  plenty  and  domestic  happiness  during  that  period. 
He  was  well  read,  especially  in  the  Bible  ;  strong  and 
alert  in  argument,  and  his  manner  was  insj)iring.  He 
gave  life  to  whatever  he  undertook.  He  married,  about 
1832,  Miss  Abigail  Mead,  of  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  Samuel  Mead  and  Ellen 
Mead.  This  wife  died  about  1855,  and  he  married 
again,  Mrs.  Sophia  Stanton,  of  Winchester.  He  died 
about  1870,  aged  sixty-four. 

OLIVER  R.  CLARK. 
Tewksbukv,  December  1,  1884. 

'  This  liouse  is  a  landmark  of  very  (listinguished  importance:  a  monnment  of  the 
town  older  than  the  town  of  Woburn  itself,  marking  one  of  the  1640  settlements,  and 
a  homestead  from  wliidi  the  name  or  the  virtues  of  the  fathers  have  never  departed. 
I'apers  and  photographs  liave  already  been  contributed  to  our  archives,  and  others  are 
in  preparation,  whicli  will  supply  matters  of  interest  to  the  six  hundred  descendants 
of  Deacon  Jeduthan,  and  the  thousands  of  the  posterity  of  his  ancestor  Samuel,  one 
of  tiie  original  proprietoi's  of  the  town  itself. 
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[NOTE.  — It  should  he  sairt  here  perliaps  tliat  the  society  exercises  no  censorship 
npon  the  papers  ('ontributed.  Perfect  freedom  in  all  papers  of  reminiscence  and  in 
all  matters  of  written  or  traditional  history  is  accordeil  to  the  writers,  the  proper 
remedy  for  any  inaccuracies,  chronolnj^^ical  or  otherwise,  lieing-  souj^ht  in  other  papers 
contributed  in  the  way  of  criti<'ism  and  supported  by  ade(|iiate  auMiorities.  Upon  this 
period  of  Winchester  history  other  writers  have  already  given,  and  will  in  the  future 
give,  their  personal  recollections,  and  no  one  of  our  niembiu's  will  hesitate  to  admit 
courteous  objections  to  his  views,  the  truth  of  history  being  more  valuable  in  the 
esteem  of  every  member  than  the  infallibility  of  the  papers  submitted.] 


SQUA   SACHEM. 

[The  paper  which  is  here  inserted  relates  to  the 
earliest  facts  known  in  New  England  history  which 
have  connection  with  our  own  history  as  a  town.  It 
was  prepared  by  Luther  R.  Synimes,  and  read  at  the 
December  meeting.  It  is  entitled  "  Squa  Sachem, 
Queen  of  Misticke,  who,  in  1620,  owned  all  the  land  in 
Winchester  and  adjoining  towns."] 

The  great  Sachem  of  the  Pawtuvlcets  (from  which 
tribe  the  Pawtucket  Falls  in  Lowell  has  its  name)  was 
Nanepashemit,  or  the  New  Moon.  In  1615  he  re- 
moved from  Lynn  to  the  banks  of  the  Mystic  River, 
where  he  was  killed  in  1619. 

His  house  was  on  Rock  Hill,  in  West  Medford,  near 
the  Mystic  River,  and  on  the  land  of  the  late  Edmund 
Hastings.  His  dominion  at  one  time  extended  from 
the  Piscatequa  River  on  the  east  to  Concord  on  the 
Merrimac. 

After  his  death  his  wife  reigned  as  queen  over  the 
same  territory,  and  is  known  in  history  as  "■  Squa 
Sachem."  In  1621  she  was  at  enmity  with  the  Sachem 
of  Boston ;  and  in  this  year  the  latter  made  it  one  of 
the  conditions  of  submission  to  the  English,  that  they 
should  grant  him  protection  against  her. 
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Previous  to  1635  she  liad  married  Webcowit  (or 
Webecowet ;  the  name  is  variously  spelled  in  ancient 
records),  the  physician  of  the  tribe,  —  "its  pow-wow, 
priest,  witch,  sorcerer,  and  Chirurgeon,  " — and  she  con- 
tinued to  be  queen  while  the  "Pow-wow"  ruled  as 
king  in  right  of  his  wife. 

In  1637  Squa  Sachem,  with  Webcowit,  deeded  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  Musketaquid  (Concord)  —  one  of  the 
principal  villages  of  the  Indians  —  to  the  English.  On 
this  occasion  Webcowit  in  particular  received,  as  a  con- 
sideration, a  suit  of  cotton  cloth,  a  white  hat,  a  white 
linen  band,  shoes,  stockings,  and  a  great-coat. 

In  1636  she  executed  the  following  to  Jotham  Gib- 
bons, of  Boston,  which  explains  itself. 

This  testifies  that  I,  the  Sachem,  which  have  right  aud 
possession  of  the  ground  which  I  reserved  from  Charlestown  and 
Cambridge,  which  lies  against  the  ponds  of  Mysticke,  with  the 
said  ponds,  I  do  freely  give  to  Jotham  Gibbons,  his  heyres,  execu- 
tors aud  assigns  forever ;  not  willing  to  have  him  or  his  disturbed 
in  the  said  gift  after  my  death  ;  and  this  I  do  without  "  seeking 
to  of  him  or  any  of  his  "  [any  solicitation  from  him  or  his] ,  but 
I  receiving  many  kindnesses  of  them  and  willing  to  acknowledge 
their  many  kindnesses  by  this  small  gift  to  their  son  Jotham 
Gibbons, 

Witness  my  hand  the  13  of  11  mo.  163G. 

SQUA   SACHEM,  C,  mark  i 
WEBCOWIT,  O        „ 

Witness,  Edmund  Quincy. 

In  1639  the  Squa  deeded  to  Charlestown  a  tract  of 
land,  now  a  part  of  Somerville.  In  this  she  st3ded 
herself   "Squa  -  Sachem    of    the    Missticke."      In   the 

^The  marks  of  these  chiefs  are  not  uniformly  the  same  in  different  deeds  of  tlieirs 
which  have  been  preserved. 
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following  deed  she  reserves  for  her  own  use,  until  her 
death,  her  old  fishing-place  and  hunting-grounds. 

The  15  of  2  mo.  [corresponding  to  April  ir)tli]  103!)  Wee, 
Web-Cowet  and  SqUca  Sachem  do  sell  unto  the  inhabitants  of 
Charlestown  all  the  land  within  the  line  granted  them  bv  the 
court  (excepting  the  farmes  and  the  ground  on  the  West  of  the 
two  great  ponds  called  the  M}- sticke  Ponds) ,  from  the  south  side 
of  Mr.  Nowell's  lott  neere  the  upper  end  of  the  ponds  unto  the 
little  runnet  that  cometh  from  Capt.  Cooke's  mills,  which  the 
Squa  reserveth  to  their  use,  for  her  life,  for  the  Indians  to  plant 
and  hunt  upon  and  the  weare  above  the  ponds  they  also  reserve  for 
the  Indians  to  fish  at,  whiles  the  Squa  liveth ;  and  after  the  death 
of  Squa  Sachem,  she  doth  leave  all  her  lands  from  Mr.  INIayhue's 
house  to  neere  Salem  to  the  present  Governor,  Sen,  Mr.  Increase 
Nowell,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Mr.  Edward  Gibbons  to  dispose  of, 
and  all  Indians  to  depart,  and  for  sattisfaction  from  Charlestown 
wee  acknowledge  to  have  received  in  full  satisfaction,  twenty  and 
one  coates,  nineteen  fathom  of  wampon  and  three  l)ushels  of  corn. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sett  our  hands  the  dav 
and  year  above  named. 

The  maik  of  Squa  Sachem,  in'o 
The  mark  of  Web-Cowet,        m. 

The  queen  died  in  Medford  before  1662,  as  appears 
from  documents  in  the  Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Authorities:  —  Brook's  History  of  Medford. 

Frotliinghani's  Hiatorij  of  Charlestovm. 

LUTHER   RICHARDSON   SYMMES. 

Winchester,  December  1,  1884. 

[Note.  —In  most  of  the  town  histories  in  this  region,  this  Indian  Qneen  is  referred 
to  as  the  ultimate  source  of  the,  existing  land  titles,  and  mention  of  her,  more  or  less 
dcliiiite,  is  made  in  our  Colonial  Records.  From  the  various  sources  within  the  reach 
of  in<iuirers  much  can  l)e  gleaned  which  would  invest  her  biography  with  very  lively 
interest.  It  is  an  inviting  subject  of  study  for  such  as  have  leisure  and  taste  to 
pursue  it. 

In  the  deed  of  gift  to  Jothani  Gibbons,  1G3G,  quoted  by  I\Ir.  Symmcs,  there  is 
revealed,  probably,  a  trait  of  her  personal  character  worth  noting,  aiul  supplying  a 
hint  of  the  virtue  of  our  American  Aborigines  which  sentimental  philosophers  have 
magnilied,  absurdly  enough,  still  M'ith  much  poetic  eflect.  The  grateful  aflection  of 
the  cpieeu  is  expressed  in  that  deed  in  a  very  impressive  manner. 
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The  word  "  prol)<aI)ly  "  Avas  cautiously  inserted,  as  above,  for  the  arts  by  which 
such  favors  were  gained  from  tlie  Indians  mit/ht  have  even  appeared  in  the  very 
framing  of  the  language  of  the  deed  itself. 

Tlie  "  Sqiia  Sachim  "  of  Increase  Mather's  mention,  in  his  ai'couut  of  King  Pliilip's 
War,  will  not  be  confoundi'd  with  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  paper,  if  dates  arc 
compared.  Yet  some  one  is  invited  to  explain  tlie  manner  by  which  the  later  S(|ua 
acquired  the  similar  designation.] 

INCREASE   NOWELL. 

[The  third  paper  read  at  the  December  meeting  was 
prepared  by  George  Thomas  Littlefield,  and  entitled 
"  Increase  Nowell  and  his  possessions."] 

Among  the  worthy  men  who  first  owned  the  land  in 
these  parts  none  stood  higher  in  the  regard  of  his 
cotemporaries  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Born  in 
England,  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  or  early  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  he,  with  his  young  family,  came 
to  these  shores  in  what  has  been  termed  the  "  Great 
exodus  of  the  fifteen  hundred,"  with  Winthrop  in 
1630. 

In  England  he  belonged  to  a  "  family  of  repute," 
and,  according  to  Hutchinson,  was  the  nephew  of 
Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's time ;  or  the  Dean  was  his  great-uncle.  In 
1628  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  "  assistants,"  under  the 
charter  of  the  company  in  England,  whereof  Mathew 
Craddock  was  governor  and  Mr.  Goffe  lieutenant- 
governor.  This  was  before  John  Winthrop  had  joined 
the  company. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  when  John  Winthrop  was 
elected  governor,  and  extensive  preparations  for  the 
emigration  of  the  company  were  being  made,  he  was 
again  elected  assistant.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  First  Church  in  Boston,  and  his  name  is  the  fifth  on 
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the  list  of  its  members,  that  of  his  wife  Parnel  (Gray) 
being  the  fourteenth.  And  upon  the  organization  of 
the  church  in  Charlestown,  he,  with  his  wife  and  others, 
were  set  off  from  the  Boston  church  for  that  purpose, 
where  he  was  chosen  ruling  elder,  which  office  he  held 
till  it  was  decided  that  the  position  was  incompatible 
with  that  of  magistrate.  He  then  resigned  the  former, 
and  held  the  latter  as  long  as  he  lived. 

He  appears  to  have  been  the  most  prominent  man 
left  in  Charlestown  after  the  dispersion  of  Winthrop's 
company  to  Boston,  Watertown,  Medford,  and  else- 
where, during  the  period  of  the  sickness  occasioned  by 
the  poor  water  and  the  privations  of  the  first  months 
of  the  settlement  on  the  Charlestown  peninsula. 

Of  the  seventeen  names  upon  the  record  of  the  promi- 
nent persons  remaining,  his  stands  first.  The  number 
was  doubtless  much  larger,  and  the  increase  by  immigra- 
tion very  considerable,  for  a  large  number  were  found  to 
accept  the  possessions  allotted  when  a  survey  was  com- 
pleted of  what  was  included  in  Cliarlestown.  In  this 
survey  Charlestown  included  an  extent  of  eight  miles, 
to  the  Cambridge  line,  in  that  direction,  and  extended 
to  Lynn  village  (Reading),  including  Medford. 

Medford  soon  after,  however,  becoming  detached,  the 
General  Court  gave  to  Charlestown  ''two  miles  square" 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  survey,  and  at  a  later  meeting 
of  the  court  ''  four  miles  square,"  calling  this  addition 
Cliarlestown  village  (now  Woburn  and  Winchester).' 
In  this  distribution  of  land  Increase  Nowell  appears 

<  The  relation  of  the  transactions  here  referretl  to  to  tlie  liistorv  of  ^yincllest.■r  is  fully 
explained  in  papers  already  contributed  to  the  society,  and  desij,'nated  "Winchester 
in  1640. 
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to  have  taken  a  leading  part.  The  early  records  per- 
taining were  in  his  peculiar  handwriting,  he  acting  as 
secretary  or  recorder  as  well  as  magistrate.  The  deeds 
were  acknowledged  before  him.  He  acted  evidently  in 
the  character  of  the  old  English  scjuire,  straightening 
out  and  adjusting  difficult  matters,  and  possessing  the 
full  conlidence  of  his  neighbors. 

He  styles  himself  a  planter,  but  a  man  with  so  many 
irons  in  the  fire  could  hardly  be  found  with  leisure  or 
opportunities  for  farming,  unless  through  other  hands. 
His  possessions  of  land  exceeded  all  others  recorded  in 
the  Book  of  Possessions.  In  acres,  the  twenty-two  lots 
of  George  Bunker  contained  but  four  hundred  and  six- 
teen, while  ten  of  Mr.  Nowell's  contained  four  hundred 
and  fifty-one.  But  Mr.  Nowell  had  received  a  grant  of 
two  hundred  acres  before  the  town  was  laid  out,  "  situ- 
ate and  being  in  Mystic  Fields ;  bounded  on  the  east 
by  North  River  "  (or  Maiden) :  otherwise,  "  Three  Myle 
Brook"  ;  on  the  west  by  ''  Mr.  Craddock's  farm"  ;  on 
the  south  by  "  Mr.  John  Wilson  his  farm,"  and  "  on  the 
north  by  Captain  Robert  Sedgwicke,  Steven  Fosdick, 
Michael  Barstow,  and  Faintnot  Wines ;  which  two  hun- 
dred acres  was  given  and  granted  unto  the  said 
Increase  Nowell  before  the  bounds  of  the  said  town 
were  laid  out." 

This  description  was  doubtless  made  by  Mr.  Nowell 
himself,  which  accounts  for  the  modest  omission  of  the 
"Mr."  —  a  title  indicating  in  those  days  a  far  higher 
claim  to  respectability  than  now.  It  was  the  gentle- 
man of  ''  quality  "  who  alone  was  Jlflsfered,  or  the  lady 
of   like    social    standing   who    was    entitled    3Ilst7'ess. 
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"Goodman"  and  "Goody"  were  good  enough  for  the 
common  people. 

Mr.  Nowell  was  presented  by  the  Court  with  this 
extra  two  hundred  acres,  in  what  is  now  Maiden,  either 
for  money  he  had  paid  into  the  English  Company  or 
for  distinguished  services ;  for  while  he  received  his 
other  allotments  of  land  and  "cow-commons  "  as  "div- 
idends,"—  thus  designated, —  no  such  grants  were 
made  to  other  persons  except  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr. 
Craddock,  and  possibly  to  Mr.  John  Wilson,  in  the 
territory  under  consideration. 

It  may  be,  however,  that  on  the  two  leaves  of  the 
Book  of  Possessions,  which  were  lost,  grants  of  the 
Court  were  made  to  Rev.  Zechariah  Symmes  and 
Rev.  John  Harvard  ;  for  by  the  index,  Mr.  Symmes 
(Sims)  and  Mr.  Harvard  had  sucli  possessions  on 
record.  The  loss  of  these  pages  is  a  matter  of  intense 
regret.  Mr.  Savage  would  have  piled  gold  high  on 
every  word  thus  lost,  relating  to  John  Harvard,  could 
it  be  recovered. 

I  would  say  here  in  passing.  I  have  discovered  that 
John  Harvard  owned  lands  within  our  Winchester 
limits,  "  butting  on  "  Samuel  Carter,  on  William  Dade, 
on  Edward  Johnson,  on  Abraham  Palmer,  Walter 
Palmer,  Ralph  Mousell,  and  others,  showing  that  he 
was  an  extensive  landholder ;  and  the  mention  of  these 
names,  familiar  among  our  local  pioneers,  brings  liim 
within  our  field  of  historical  study. 

But  to  return,  Mr.  Frothingham  says  of  Mr.  Nowell 
that  "  he  devoted  his  life  to  the  public  service  and  died 
poor."     I  cannot  think  the  latter  part  of  this  statement 


26  The  Winchester  Record. 

quite  true.  He  might  have  been  troubled  to  pay  the 
taxes  upon  his  large  landed  properties,  and  doubtless 
received  little  for  his  clerical  services  ;  yet  from  the 
inventory  of  his  estate,  I  judge  he  would  be  called  rich 
for  the  times.  His  house  and  orchard  are  set  down  at 
£140,  consisting  of  about  one  acre  "  situated  on  Main 
Street,  and  bounded  otherwise  on  Henley,  Town  Hill 
and  the  alley,  descended  by  steps,  running  thence  by 
Washington  Street  to  Washington  Hall." 

When  we  consider  that  the  average  house  and  garden 
plots  cost,  at  that  time,  only  about  £25,  we  cannot  call 
him  poor.  Besides,  according  to  Wyman,  he  had 
eleven  "  hay-lots  "  in  1635 ;  he  was  granted  "No.  4  " 
of  the  ten-acre  lots  on  Mystic  side ;  he  left  six  "  cow- 
commons,"  valued  at  £18  (a  cow-common  was  e(juiv- 
alent  to  about  one  acre  and  a  half).  His  farm  by 
North  River  is  set  down  at  £160 ;  east  field  and  marsh 
at  £40;  "great  lot  by  Mystic  Pond"  at  £60.  In 
addition,  his  brother  at  Barbadoes  owed  him  £20  ;  and 
thus  we  have  the  amount  of  £592.'  [f  he  should  be 
called  a  poor  man,  we  can  hardly  understand  why  Rev. 
Zachariah  Symmes  should  be  called  rich  for  the  reason 
that  his  estate  amounted  to  £681. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Nowell's  last  days  were  cheered  by 
the  effort  of  the  General  Court  to  requite  him  more 
adequately  for  his  valuable  services,  and  this  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  story  of  his  poverty.  The  gift  of  two 
or  three  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Worcester  County 
was  probably  too  late  for  his  personal  benefit,  and  his 
widow  and  children  parted  with  it  for  about  £40. 

He  died  October  24,  1655.     His  widow,  March  25, 

'  Equivalent  to  about  $1G,000  uow. 
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1687,  aged  eighty-four.     His  age  I  have  not  been  able 
to  determine.     Tlieir  children  were  :  — 

Inchease,  born  N'ovein1)er  19,  1630;  died  j'oung. 

Abigail,  born  April  27.  1632;  died  young, 

Samuel,  born  November  12,  163-1;  Harvard  College,  lGo3. 

Eleazer,  born  November  16,  1636;  died  young. 

Mehitable,  born  February  2,  1638. 

Increase,  born  May  13,  1640. 

Mary,  born  May  26,  1643. 

Alexander,   born ,  1645;  Harvard  College.  1664. 

Of  the  five  who  lived  to  man's  estate,  Samuel  was 
graduated  at  college  while  his  father  lived.  According 
to  Mr.  Nowell's  will,  Increase,  who  was  fifteen  years  old 
when  his  father  died,  was  to  be  "  brought  up  a  seaman," 
and  Alexander,  at  that  time  ten  years  old,  and  who  had 
at  that  age  doubtless  indicated  sufficient  reasons,  was 
"  to  study." 

Samuel,  the  oldest  son,  received  by  the  will  twice  as 
much  as  any  one  of  the  others.  He  became  a  preacher, 
but  was  never  settled  in  the  ministry.  He  went  as 
chaplain  with  the  expedition  against  the  Narragansett 
Indians,  and  was  in  the  "  great  fight "  ;  was  applauded 
by  Mather  in  his  "  Magnolia  "  for  his  bravery. 

Mather  leads  us  to  believe  that  he  used  other 
weapons  than  the  sword  of  the  Spirit. 

Samuel  Nowell  was  made  freeman  1677,  treasurer 
of  the  colony  1G80,  and  seems,  like  his  worthy  father, 
to  have  been  honored  with  various  trusts  by  the  town 
and  the  colony,  and  finally  went  to  England  to  act 
with  Mather,  as  agent  of  the  colony,  and  died  in 
London,  1685,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

As   further  testimony  to  the   esteem   in   which  Mr. 
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Increase  Nowell  was  held  by  his  contemporaries,  it  may 
be  stated  that  during  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Boston,  then  visiting 
England,  his  flock  were  left  without  a  shepherd,  and 
Governor  Winthrop,  Deputy  Governor  Dudley,  and  Mr. 
Nowell  "  prophesied  "  or  exhorted  as  lay-preachers,  by 
turns,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the 
famous  apostle  to  the  Indians,  relieved  them. 

It  ought  also  to  be  added  that  he  filled  the  ofhce  of 
selectman,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  continuously 
for  nineteen  years. 

In  conclusion,  the  highest  testimonials  to  his  char- 
acter and  worth  are  found  in  the  numerous  offices  and 
trusts  with  which  his  townsmen,  and  the  colony  as 
well,  honored  him  while  living,  and  the  regard  for  him 
and  his  family  manifested  in  the  action  of  the  General 
Court  after  his  death. 

Says  Frothingham :  "  He  was  a  rigid  Puritan,  who 
enjoyed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  respect  and  affection 
of  his  contemporaries."  Another  says :  "  He  was 
eminent  for  his  piety  and  learning."  Another  :  "  He  was 
one  of  the  men  of  renown  that  settled  Massachusetts." 
And  another  :  "  He  was  honored  and  upright-hearted." , 

If  the  only  shades  upon  his  character  w(!re  his 
"  severe  temper  and  stern  intolerance,"  as  evinced  in 
the  trial  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  we  can  plead  the  spirit 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  puzzling  problem 
of  Antinomianism,  which  they  of  the  synod  could  only 
solve  by  sending  the  chief  of  the  perplexing  advocates 
into  absolute  banishment  and  disarming  the  remainder. 

GEORGE  THOMAS  LITTLEFIELD. 
Winchester,  December  4,  1884. 
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the  23  of  the  4th  month  1G55. 

I  Increase  Nowell  of  Charlestowne  in  New  Englaml  planter 
being  of  sound  mind  and  memory  (at  this  present  blessed  be  God) 
do  make  &  ordaine  this  my  last  Will  &  Testam'. 

Fii-st — 1  Commend  my  Soule  to  Allmighty  God  my  heavenly 
Father  who  hath  freely  loved  it,  and  given  his  sonne  to  redeeme  it 
by  shedding  his  precious  blood  that  he  might  cleanse  it. 

2.  Next  I  commit  my  body  to  y'  ground  to  be  buried  in  a  comely 
manner  if  the  Lord  please. 

3.  Next  my  debts  Legacies  &  funerall  charges  being  paid  I  give 
my  Wife  a  full  third  of  my  estate  and  ten  pound  over  : 

4.  Next  I  give  my  mother  Coitmore  five  pound  a  small  token  of 
my  love  if  living  at  my  death. 

5.  Next  my  will  is  that  my  Sonne  Increase,  his  owne  inclination 
being  to  sea,  be  brought  up  a  Seaman. 

6.  Next  my  will  is  that  my  Sonne  Alexander  if  he  incline  to 
learning  l)e  brought  up  a  schoUer,  if  y'=  estate  be  able  to  beare  it, 
&  he  prove  towardly,  «fe  capable,  if  not  in  some  other  honest  trade 
as  my  Executo''s  &  overseers  thinke  meet. 

7.  My  estate  remaining  after  my  debts  &  legacies  are  paid,  my 
Will  is  to  have  it  divided  into  six  parts  of  which  Samuel  to  have 
two  parts.  Increase,  Alexander,  Mehetable  &  Mary  to  have  each 
one  part,  if  any  of  them  dye  before  they  come  to  age,  or  be  mar- 
ried, the  surviv''s  to  have  the  part  belonging  to  them,  my  sonnes  to 
have  their  portions  at  twenty  one  yeares  of  age,  or  at  their  mar- 
riage with  their  Mothers  Consent  which  shall  be  first,  my 
•Daughters  to  have  their  portions  at  twenty  yeares  of  age,  or  at 
their  marriage  with  their  Mothers  Consent  which  shall  be  first. 

9.  Next  I  give  to  M'  Zachary  Sims  y''  Pastor  of  Charlestowne 
fort}'  shillings. 

10.  Next  I  give  to  M''  John  Wilson  Pastor  of  Boston  forty 
shillings. 

11.  Next  I  give  to  M""  John  Green  ruling  Elder  in  Charlestowne 
twenty  shillings. 

12.  Next  I  give  Ralph  Mousall  forty  shilhngs. 

13.  Next  I  give  to  Robert  Hale  forty  shillings. 

Lastly  —  I  ordaine  &  make  my  loving  Wife  Parnell  Nowell  & 


30  The*  Winchester  Record. 

my  Sonne  Samuel  Nowell  my  p]xecuto'"s,  &  Ralph  Mousall  &  Robert 
Hale  my  overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testam'  in  wittncsse 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  :  this  23"'  of  y*  4  m"  Ujoo. 

by  niee  Increase  Nowell. 
At  a  County  Court  held  at  Charlestowne 

25  2  IGoo. 
M""  Zachary  Simes  Pastor  of  the  eh :  at  Charlestowne,  and 
Sarah  the  wife  of  Hugh  Williams  of  Boston,  Deposed  in  Court, 
that  the  above  named  Increase  Nowell,  Deceased,  being  of  sound 
Judgement  and  good  memory  made  this  above  written  his  last  will 
and  testam'.  to  their  best  knowledge  and  understanding. 

THOMAS   DANFOHTH,  Ifecorder. 
Extract  from  the  Inventory  of  his  Estate  £ 

"  It :  the  great  lott  lying  by  Mistick  Pond  GO  " 

Middlesex  ss.,  Probate  Office,  February  20,  1885. 
I  hereby  certify  the   foregoing    to   be   a  copy  of   the    will   of 
Increase  Nowell  on  file  and  of  record  in  tliis  olllce,  :ind  an  extract 
from  the  inventory  of  his  estate. 

J.  li.  TYLEIJ,  ItcAjisU'r. 


The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  society  for  Jan- 
uary was  held  at  Harmony  Hall,  January  6,  1885. 
The  hall  had  been  secured  for  the  society's  meetings 
through  the  generous  liberality  of  its  President. 

The  evening  was  too  short  for  the  reading  of  all 
the  papers  prepared  for  the  occasion,  although  it  was 
convened  at  a  very  early  hour. 

The  number  and  character  of  the  donations  required 
much  time  in  their  presentation  and  brief  descriptive 
explanation. 

The  attention  of  the  members  was  first  called  to  the 
presentation  of  the  blank  forms  to  be  used  in  the  col- 
lection of  genealogical  material  for  the  archives.  These 
sheets,  formed  upon  the  model  adopted  by  the   New 
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England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  were  prepared 
with  the  best  of  typographical  skill  and  adapted  to  bind- 
ing in  book  form.  They  were  the  gift  of  James  Alex- 
ander Dupee,  Esq.,  who  also  presented  in  behalf  of  James 
B.  Francis,  Esq.,  of  Lowell,  an  excellent  and  now  rare 
topographical  map,  lithographed  in  1835,  exhibiting  a 
bird's-eye  view  of  the  country  between  Boston  and 
Lowell,  with  colored  lines  indicating  the  Middlesex 
Canal  and  the  Boston  k  Lowell  Railroad. 

The  mounting  and  framing  of  this  map,  neatly 
adapting  it  to  display  as  a  wall-picture,  and  its  secure 
preservation,  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Dupee,  who,  in  making 
the  presentation,  addressed  the  society  instructively 
upon  the  views  of  the  projectors  of  this  railway,  who 
had  regard  to  no  other  traffic  for  the  road  than  that 
which  concerned  the  terminal  towns,  Boston  and 
Lowell,  —  the  intervening  territory  being  esteemed  an 
unproductive  wilderness.  Neither  the  canal  nor  rail- 
way included  in  the  estimates  then  employed  as  incen- 
tives or  instruction  any  anticipations  of  their  effect  in 
the  building  up  of  beautiful  towns  upon  their  lines. 

The  enumeration  of  the  donations,  here  inserted, 
indicates  a  mode  of  thoughtful  industry  in  making 
collections  which  is  within  the  means  of  most  of  our 
members. 

1.  Fourteen  sheets  of  mounted  autographs  and 
written  papers,  adapted  to  binding  in  book  form. 

2.  Three  sheets  similarly  mounted,  embracing  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  "  Winchester  Library  Associa- 
tion," for  the  years   1850  to   1<S53  inclusive  and  1858. 

3.  Two    sheets    of    "Dog    Licenses,"    1859,    18G0. 
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These  documents  illustrate  the  important  service  which 
this  much -abused  friend  of  humanity  is  capable  of 
rendering  to  history,  in  the  record  of  what  men  and 
women  are  thus  favored  with  canine  attachments. 

4.  P'our  sheets  of  military  papers,  pertaining  to  the 
action  of  Winchester  citizens  in  the  incipient  measures 
occasioned  by  the  outbreak  of  our  Civil  War,  1861. 

5.  A  number  of  the  "  Sonomia  County  Land  Reg- 
ister, Santa  Rosa,  California." 

6.  The  printed  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Winchester  Water-Supply,  1884. 

7.  A  paper  on  "  John  Adams,  the  Statesman  of  the 
American  Revolution." 

8.  Annual  Reports  of  Winchester  from  1869  to  1884, 
with  only  the  years  1870-73  inclusive  excepted. 

9.  Photographs  of  houses  in  "  Driver's  Lane " 
(Church  Street),  on  land  once  owned  by  Increase 
No  well,  later  by  one  of  the  Gardner  family,  and  more 
recently  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett. 

10.  A  large  lithographic  view  of  "  Woburn  in  1820," 
with  engraved  key  to  the  picture,  attached.  By  Bo  wen 
Buckman,  Esq. 

The  foregoing  collection  was  presented  by  the  Presi- 
dent :  — 

From  George  P.  May,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  the  Quarter- 
master of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany, were  received  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  that 
company,  including  the  Anniversary  Sermons,  for  the 
2"^5th  to  the  246th  anniversaries  of  the  company,  or 
for  the  years  1873  to  1884  inclusive.  Also  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  company  and  List  of  Members. 
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From  Stephen  Thompson,  a  List  of  Members,  Officers, 
and  Professors,  as  well  as  the  financial  report,  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1882  ; 
and  a  Photograph  of  the  birthplace  of  Count  Rumford  ; 
and  a  Sketch  of  the  Rumford  Historical  Association 
with  list  of  Officers,  By-laws,  etc.  Tliis  contribution 
has  peculiar  significance  to  the  society  from  the  fact 
of  the  Count's  relation  to  our  Winchester  families. 

From  John  P.  Walker,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  the  By-laws  of  the  Providence  Board  of  Trade  ; 
and  the  Proceedings  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  for  1872-74  and  1883-84. 

From  John  Dugan  Twombly,  a  copy  of  the  By-laws 
of  William  Parkman  Lodge,  1865. 

From  Mr.  Thaddeus  Parker,  of  Winchester,  now  in 
the  ninety-first  year  of  his  age,  the  old  papers  pertain- 
ing to  his  family  history,  including  genealogical  and 
military  documents ;  also  the  original  subscription 
paper  with  signatures  of  citizens  and  sums  contributed 
for  his  relief  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  his  house 
in  1840. 

The  following  papers  were  then  read  :  — 

HISTORY  OF   THE   WINCHESTER   SAVINGS 

BANK. 

A  PROPERLY  conducted  savings  bank  is  an  institution 
which  is  duly  appreciated  by  those  who  are  desirous  of 
saving,  from  year  to  year,  some  portion  of  their  earn- 
ings, upon  which  they  can  rely  when  sickness  or 
advancing  age  deprives  them  of  the  power  of  laboring 
at  their  accustomed  vocations. 
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Previous  to  1870,  a  gentleman  of  this  town,  upon 
solicitation,  accommodated  parties  by  receiving  &ucli 
sums  as  were  offered  liim,  and  holding  the  same  until 
their  wants  required  the  return. 

This  money,  but  for  him,  might  have  been  squan- 
dered and  lost,  simply  because  the  depositors  had  not 
the  capacity  to  invest  and  care  for  it  themselves. 

In  the  year  1879,  this  gentleman,  with  others,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  forming  a  savings  bank  in  this  town 
and  (against  the  advice  of  some  who  predicted  that  it 
would  prove  a  failure,  and  would  never  be  able  to 
accumulate  $10,000)  they  presented  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature  for  a  charter.  An  act  of  incorporation  was 
obtained  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  March  3,  1871. 
The  parties  named  in  the  act  were  John  T.  Manny, 
A.  K.  P.  Joy,  Henry  B.  Metcalf,  David  N.  Skillings, 
and  Stephen  Cutter.  The  first  meeting  of  the  corpo- 
rators, with  others  whom  they  elected,  was  held  July 
7,  1871,  for  organization  of  the  bank,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  chosen  :  — 

J*7'esident,  David  N.  Skillings. 

Vice-Presidents :  Stephen  Cutter,  Frederick  Winsor, 
Benjamin  F,  Ham. 

Treasurer,  John  T.  Manny. 

Secretary,  Charles  0.  Billings. 

Trustees :  John  T.  Manny,  A.  K.  P.  Joy,  Henry  B. 
Metcalf,  James  F.  Dwinell,  Thomas  P.  Ayer,  Charles 
0.  Billings,  John  R.  Cobb,  Henry  Cutter,  Charles  E. 
Follansbee,  Charles  H.  Dunham,  Moses  A.  Herrick, 
William  H.  Kinsman,  John  C.  Mason,  Josiah  F.  Stone, 
Edmund  Sanderson,  H.  K.  Thatcher,  Stephen  Thomp- 
son, S.  W.  Twombly,  Salem  Wilder,  D.  Wyman  Locke. 
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A  small  room  in  a  house  belonging  to  Stephen 
Cutter,  Esq.,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  Main  Sti-eet,  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  railroad,  was  hired  for  the 
use  of  the  bank.  It  was  the  same  room  in  which  were 
held  the  first  meetings  for  the  formation  of  the  First 
Congregational  Society  in  this  town. 

Upon  opening  the  bank  for  business,  August  26, 
1871,  it  became  at  once  evident  that  the  community 
was  ripe  for  such  an  institution.  It  had  for  its  presi- 
dent one  w^hose  thorough  knowledge  of  business  and 
careful  good  judgment  enabled  the  bank  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  people.  The  deposits  have  yearly 
increased  since  its  organization,  the  amount  to  the 
credit  of    depositors  being    at  the  annual    meeting  in 

1872  (8  months) $34,242  4G 

IS -^3 48,G24  10 

18^4 61,819  01 

1^7-''^ 80,882  00 

187C 103,047  31 

1''^''^ 120,517  42 

1^'''^ 125,934   19 

18^9 137,275  73 

1SS^> 1G2,835  51 

IS''^! 20G,201  56 

1^^^ 247,691  03 

I'^'S^ 267,598  20 

1^84 294,410  36 

1885  (January  1) 31 1,098  65 

Belonging  almost  entirely  to  citizens  of  this  town. 

For  two  years  after  the  organization  of  the  bank, 
the  treasurer  performed  his  duties  free  of  charge,  but 
it  was  found  that  the  increase  in  labor  was  too  much 
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for  any  man  to  undertake  gratuitously,  and  since  1873 
he  has  been  paid  a  salary  not  at  all  in  accordance  with 
the  value  of  his  services,  yet  such  as  he  was  willing  to 
receive  as  compensation.  No  other  officer  of  the  bank 
receives  any  pay  ;  and  it  was  only  during  the  past 
year  that  the  increasing  bodily  infirmities  of  the  treas- 
urer made  it  prudent  to  employ  an  assistant  to  perform 
part  of  the  clerical  work. 

In  1880  the  small  quarters  occupied  by  the  bank 
were  found  inadequate  for  the  business,  and  it  was 
fortunate  that  at  this  time  the  Brown  &  Stanton  block 
secured  the  central  and  convenient  room  now  occupied. 

From  a  small  beginning  the  bank  has  grown  to  be 
an  institution  of  respectable  size,  and  with  careful 
management  it  may  prove  to  become  an  indispensable 
necessity  of  this  town. 

The  officers  first  elected  in  1871  were  continued  from 
year  to  year,  with  slight  changes  in  the  board  of  trus- 
tees, by  death  and  removals  from  town,  until  the  bank 
as  well  as  the  whole  community  were  called  to  mourn 
the  loss,  by  death,  of  its  honored  president  in  the  early 
part  of  1880.  Since  which  time  the  offices  have  been 
filled  by  many  who  took  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  bank,  with  the  addition,  from  time  to  time,  of  such 
citizens  as  were  willing  to  devote  time  to  looking  after 
its  interests. 

The  present  officers  are  :  — 

President,  Thomas  P.  Ayer. 

Vice-Presidents  :   Stephen  Cutter,  Frederick  Winsor, 
and  James  F.  Dwinell. 
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Treasurer,  John  T.  Manny. 

Clerk,  William  H.  Brewer. 

Trustees :  Thomas  P.  Ayer,  Elisha  D.  Bangs,  George 
P.  Brown,  William  H.  Brewer,  John  R.  Cobb,  Charles 
H.  Dunham,  James  F.  Dwinell,  Henry  A.  Emerson, 
Moses  A.  Herrick,  James  Houston,  Stephen  S.  Langley, 
Freeman  A.  Loring,  Francis  H.  Nourse,  Handel  Pond, 
George  E.  Rogers,  D.  Nelson  Skillings,  Edmund  Sander- 
son, Edward  Shattuck,  Abijah  Thompson,  Stephen 
Thompson. 

The  bank  has  been  very  conservatively  managed.  It 
paid  dividends  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  five  years, 
and  two  extra  dividends. 

Since  1876  its  dividends  have  been  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  which  is  as  high  as  the  State  law  will  now  allow. 
A  guaranty  fund  of  $4,470.14  and  a  premium  fund  of 
$2,455  have  also  been  established  from  the  earnings 
of  the  bank,  and  the  balance  of  the  interest  account, 
after  payment  of  the  last  dividend,  was  $1,153.92. 

A  deposit  of  $200  made  when  the  bank  was  started, 
and  not  disturbed,  now  amounts  to  $531.07. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  savings  banks 
in  this  State,  but  fifteen  of  which  have  paid  so  high  as 
five  per  cent,  dividends  for  the  year  1883.  And  but 
seven  of  the  banks  have  paid  so  high  as  five  per  cent, 
for  the  two  years  previous. 

Such,  in  brief,  is  the  history  of  the  Winchester  Sav- 
ings Bank.  It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  its  officers  to 
secure  safety  for  the  funds  of  its  depositors.  The  State 
laws  in  regard  to  savings  banks  are  quite  strict,  and  the 
list  of  securities  in  which  they  are  permitted  to  invest 
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is  very  limited  ;  but  if  perfect  safety  is  secured  for  the 
principal,  depositors  must  be  content  to  receive  what 
dividends  the  state  of  the  money  market  will  enable 
the  bank  to  earn ;  and  if,  by  faithful  and  careful 
administration  of  its  affairs,  its  officers  can  continue  to 
retain  the  confidence  of  the  depositors,  they  will  have 
received  the  satisfaction  of  having  done  something 
to  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  this 
community. 

THOMAS   PRENTISS   AYER. 

Winchester,  Januaiy  C,  1885. 


The  other  papers  read  at  the  January  meeting  are 
deferred  to  another  issue  of  the  Record.  Their  subjects 
were  as  follows  :  — 

1.  "Reminiscences  of  South  Woburn,  1836-38: 
The  buildings  in  Main  Street,  and  their  occupants." 
By  0.  R.  Clark. 

2.  "  The  Rand  Papers,"  relating  to  buildings  old  and 
new  in  Winchester,  with  photographic  and  other  illus- 
trations.    By  George  D.  Rand,  architect. 

3.  "  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Symmes,  Pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  Charlestown,  and  Ancestor  of  the 
families  of  that  name  in  Winchester."  By  Luther 
R.  Symmes. 

4.  "  Winchester  in  1640."     By  Abijah  Thompson. 
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5.  "  The  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company, 
including  notices  of  such  officers  and  members  as 
belonged  to  Winchester  families." 

6.  "  Benjamin  Franklin  Thompson,  and  his  relation 
to  the  character  and  growth  of  the  village  of  Win- 
chester."    By  0.  R.  Clark. 
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"  Out  of  monuments,  names,  words,  proverbs,  traditions,  records, 
fragments  of  stone,  passages  of  books,  and  the  like,  we  doe  save 
and  recover  somewhat  from  the  deluge  of  time." 
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In  E^iS^nce. 
The  Society 


COMMOJ^nVEAli^rH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty. 

AN  ACT     .^ //^ //////'/ v///-    //u    -^Jra'yf  r-    ////wZ/^j  /^  ^  . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  in  General  Court  asiembkd,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follmvs, —  ./fcor,.  /    .  u/  //■  /....Ur^  „,.,  ,/,//.-  ^A  a».w  f/i4'rA,*»(T^>/^t, 

f^  4Ai  /,„^  /  //V/,^,.  >,  ,  y'/f,,^/:,,,^,  K...  /e*u,  i^-Ac:,  AruJe.,  ^iO^.r,  ,„.„...'..,  x/,..^,  J».'^  /r,.^  4^,t  Jru'/ '•^'^'^  •"«  J<^— 
tiit^  »^^  ./iity  i-fiKf  ^  ^^,  .rt^e/./-t/A^  ^/'/v»«.,'jr  rtv/^,  .„  /  ^Acnet,  In  ^tflt^i  f/u  -Jtiftt  r/itte^nv  A'  /u^te/^d  Miv/j^  •ity^.^ 
a^t    fnl,  */l/'  /f^/lj    *U..,,     ,1.   ,     j/i,.'^a'/    /,n.     M-l/MfiU^,     r.^jj^,    .    //j  /Af  Jy,.^,   /r/rn/    ^,,/,/     AxLtit^ti   ,tf/..     /r  a />r„U  ,^     /*' 

JtiitM^^    t,:,e/,     fl,A-t^y.   /i<i-.«     ..n^.  C»ittt.4,    ttry    ^A.'tC   /^   /i    fZ   ■ui.r.tt/:.      r.     /fr/lt>i-,     ■/Oinr^'-'-     -f*-/  V/'-'^''  tf*  •>,  7i  pl/'t.J    Ai^',  . 
■/n^—^/.t-t-:     /■^..      ,:r/^^     -/'/iW,..^    I"f„..^„_,^^  ,,,',„,.,,,,    /;„„,     ,t,^„,^      «//«-'  ^/-^^         r,.    ,<:..;     /itr»<^t     r,yb.^    Ji   <^ />r,-t 

/frtid  /fe<-    ^■,.,f,^../.,.         '.  r....- ,y  f/,  ^„^.^,.  ^^./^k. 

/'-TfJ  ^  >^,^  /,  r:,,/^  fj^^ji,,^.  tyi,^  y^t^    /^c.  «-    /r/:,.,-r^    f^    ^^/  J'/t/i    ttlCa',^  ,  /^t,'^  yl„  .„/,f^   <<'   ^  rty<lrt/1«^».^-«^ /«»^  «4-4.~ --x: 
/}    ^i-     Oj^(t,/i,,.    ^r-.      •^^.-r,,..,     y/('f/„vn.     ,,/ict//iT^    „..:/     /J-zv/    ^f.t^/ri'e/f'      ,„/  y,,' r. ,/ L,    /A./f,.,,f,    ^y'/zi.^   /r,/.  /,  /Aa     ,-/^,jc/,',, 

4t^-,»    t./'jyt^  ^t.y    ff.u^JJ'^  .    /.v  /^/)-    .,  ^^.,'.   Aj y  M'/  fff/  ^"y  '^f/  ^.ea^  yi/UJ^ff  . 

r/oc///tv  J.    -A.  ,,.,W,'/>,i,  ,/^,  /„..  y//;'.,uC,ii,  ,ja.^ jt  /,/>,..  /. 

fi.f./Ay    /i    ttr^,,^      f/,t.       ,.j/y~,   i,„./, /O^     ,y,-.^j.      r/  I'^i    .  v /i  .      y    > /}'  y,.  ,y.     /^  ^     ii//'  „  „  ^,  ^i^,^,,^^'^ /i,^  y  ,M  ay/'4    '■•■•^ '•<-',r^ 
..^H    /,/y    /j  Jt   r      '.,      /   y   /<,/,^,^,    ,   //. /y/,,^     ,.-  -      ^^/     <^,.    /riff'     tt^tf/i',../^^^n..y  /4.    Vfu-^/ ty^r^L^,^  ,'/tcAf/f'i/.    >/»/  ^". 
/,,/-,      «...    //a  ri-^/.t-  .J/'.'   /   .^^/..-/yc^  /J  //^  j4r  <*^  ^:^.j.',i^yj//yC,.ir..d  Mil^   -vr,    z,,-^,  y-r -Mt,  y/,/i:  Z,.^  ./t,.     ^..f    l,A^/ 
«/y^r  /^'.i,    /</i<-/i^v''^/'''.,v»/'>»v»y  »  ,:,,    A,    rr  t^Jti.  ,y  yr  m.,   t       Uj/y^..,      ^,    ^^//i**.,*/ />»<46»''   iK-"'      IJ/.e^i^^J/itt.•/^.     ;/*     /-z"*^     ^t^.^ 
^/H^J.    tr  <•  .^j  y  t/-^^,  .At/if  /lr/^«^>...    itj/uj./-  /r   r' t^Uut't,.^  ry'y>.t/„  /  ,  ^'i.^f.^/     </' /4',  ytir',  ^"../U^J,   rr  X/r^    rr-    fr,.,  ^     /.x^,, 

^//,;.<«.^y/^     ^U.JfMj,^.    Ajf       /A.  ytU'.^j    ,..,    r.r^y    /^..   ,..        /.«.     ---■-.      ..„  ,   X.    ^/-    /X.'    ^,,r».i^   ,y '^  ^  V«.-.    y'/lC^.    /'.~.    ait'^.f.,/ 

,  I'/u/'/'''^^     ..•-      ,...         rr;>— /.-..,,>/   *s;,e2^       /    «,yy(...'.c^,        ,',/,/,'/..  ^  y',./    /^^^    ^y' /ft,' e/.^^^^^,     l^;..:...,     ',.~.    /. 
,,tffiyyit^    M^.     tt,    M  /r/Ut.^/,    yZ..y.    f^.^iyC,*.    l(  l,/^    tl     /-,..  ,     -   ,      /  ,  ,/^    /K.    /,.-.    x^.y^/,.,     z'*;.'!,,    .^.,..^,^, 

y/r^y'^/'it'^^'itrr...-f    a// yuM^iir..    yyi"W  'U   yr.ny  a^r    ^    /a,  ,  ,     „      /:  /^/.,,  .,     ,/ ^^,^    /.<,.«*»/'  /It-"-*/'".. A 

'(i't/i.^.    /.^    fA'    fiy.   ,,1    y    /l',.f,^(,,    ^/uU.    t^  A^K  i;n<.f,eM^..t.^  c'/ity/r^,    /,/,    ,       ,.    .    /,^/,,,    ^,xr<^     '■X,      y/i'j/.ir/,     ^^^  o  „ 
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Cp:rtainly  it  is  Heavon  nnnn  T?....fiT  f^  i 

CAPTAIN  EDWARD  JOHNSON. 
It  was  but  twenty-seven  years   after  the  death  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  only  ten  years  after  Bacon   had 
given  to  the  world  that  great  work  which  revolutionized 
modes  of  thought,  and  had  begun  to  realize  his  grand 
dream  whde  writing  it, -and  it  was  at  a  period  when 
the  great  struggle  between  an  effete  yet  tyrannical  con- 
servatism and  the  rampant  spirit  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  was  at  its  fiercest  heat,  that  the  men  who  planted 
our  Massachusetts  Colony  had  reached  mature  a^e  and 
imperious  convictions.  ° 

Such  times  would  make  resolute  men,  if  men  at  all 
intense  y  earnest  men,  but  not  necessarily  perfect  men' 
I  he  historians  treat  our  earliest  colonists  either  with 
an  admiration  too  reverent  or  a  criticism  too  narrow 
yet  all  agree  in  attributing  the  special  excellences  of 
our  institutions,  civil,  educational,  and  religious,  to  the 
uncompromising  principles  and  far-reachiug  foresight  of 
these  fathers  of  our  great  Republic. 
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The  one  of  these  fathers  to  whom  this  paper  is  de- 
voted is  CArTAiN  Edward  Johnson,  familiarly  known 
to  us  as  tlie  "  Father  of  Woburn." 

His  book,  entitled  "  The  Wonder  Working  Providence 
of  Sion's  Savior  in  New  England,"  was  not  written  with 
any  such  ambitious  design  as  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
New  England  history,  —  although  it  has  done  this  beyond 
question,  —  but  simply  to  inform  his  friends  and  co- 
religionists in  Old  England  of  the  exact  conditions  to 
which  they  were  invited  when  advised  to  flee  to  New 
England  from  the  civil  and  religious  persecutions  they 
suffered  at  home. 

To  this  class  Captain  Johnson  would  present  truthfully 
and  fully  the  actual  experience  of  the  original  settlers  — 
their  daily  life  and  yearly  changes,  for  the  first  twenty 
years  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony. 

In  this  history  his  language  is  quaint,  awkward, 
and  when  affecting  classic  illusions  very  absurd,  yet  his 
unstudied  words  are  often  very  vivid  pictures  of  the  men, 
scenes,  and  events  described. 

As  a  historical  work  it  is  melodramatic  and  pictur- 
esque;  and  laugh  at  it  as  you  may,  your  attention  is 
riveted  and  you  wonder  that  he  could  frame  such  devout 
moralizing,  such  painfully  fulsome  adulation,  such 
wretched  poetic  efforts  into  narrative  actually  abound- 
ing in  rare  attractions,  —  fine  touches  of  skill  in 
describing,  and  humor  in  coloring,  the  matters  of  his 
observation. 

The  process  of  reaching  a  true  appreciation  of  such  a 
work  is  much  like  that  required  for  the  comprehension 
and  enjoyment  of  the  poet  Chaucer.     Words,  spellings, 
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phases  of  thought,  and  even  much  of  the  material  of 
ilhistration,  now  obsolete,  must  be  regained  by  study 
before  we  can  measure  the  merits  of  the  composition. 

Wholly  untutored,  incapable  of  the  simplest  rhetor- 
ical adjustment  of  his  expressions,  his  words  are  often 
pictures  which  many  a  poet  might  emulate.  His  soul 
is  full  of  the  sublimest  conceptions  of  "  A  Wonder 
Working  Providence,"  and  in  his  fervid  admiration  of  the 
moral  heroism  of  his  coadjutors  in  his  Master's  cause, 
he  resorts  to  ''  Meeter,"  — he  never  calls  it  poetry,  —  and 
here  and  there  in  his  ill-constructed  verses  sparkles  just 
an  angle  of  a  genuine  poetic  gem. 

He  was  born  in  1599, — a  subject  of  Queen  Ehza- 
beth,  —  was  a  landholder  in  the  parish  of  Heme  Hill, 
Kent  County,  England,  —  his  estate  lying  within  one 
mile  and  a  half  of  Canterbury,  —  and  was  a  neighbor  of 
the  Rev.  Zachariah  Symmes,  the  ancestor  of  the  Symmes 
families  in  Winchester. 

He  was  designated  "  Mr.,"  a  title  then  given  only  to 
persons  of  property  and  influence. 

His  will,  on  record  in  our  probate  office,  describes  the 
property  in  England  of  which  he  died  possessed,  together 
with  that  in  Woburn,  and  his  bequests  inform  us  of  his 
family  at  the  date  of  the  will  —  May  15,  1671. 

He  first  came  to  this  country  in  the  company  of  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop,  1630,  without  his  family,  and  without 
any  apparent  intent  to  settle  in  New  England.  He  seems 
not  to  have  had  the  religious  motives  common  to  the 
colonists  as  a  body,  but  to  have  had  an  eye  chiefly  to  the 
chances  of  trade  with  the  Indians,  as  the  furs  of  these 
forests  had  already  found  their  way  to  the  English 
markets. 
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He  applied,  however,  for  citizenship  in  Charlestown  in 
the  autumn  of  1630,  or,  as  the  plirase  then  was,  to  be 
made  a  "  freeman." 

Very  soon  after  his  arrival  we  hear  of  him  in  the 
forests  on  the  banks  of  the  Merrimac  and  Piscatequa 
Rivers,  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  Indian  chiefs, 
acquiring  property  in  beaver  and  other  pelts,  and  hold- 
ing permission  of  Governor  Winthrop  thus  to  extend 
his  trade. 

Some  time  in  1681  he  returned  to  England,  leaving 
some  portion  of  his  acquired  property  in  the  hands  of 
one  William  Almy  ;  for  which  said  Almy  was  subse- 
quently required  by  the  Charlestown  authorities  to  give 
account.  He  appears  to  have  taken  no  part  in  the  affairs 
of  Charlestown  or  the  Colony.  He  now  remained  in 
England  till  the  spring  of  1636. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  Archbishop  Laud  prose- 
cuted his  most  violent  measures  against  tlie  Noncon- 
formists. 

Ministers  were  ejected  from  their  livings  and  driven 
to  collect  their  congregations  in  secluded  places,  to  hold 
their  religious  services  by  stealth. 

Captain  Johnson  sympathized  with  these  persecuted 
pastors,  followed  them,  and  appears  to  have  been  con- 
verted to  their  faith  and  cause,  and  then  determined  to 
migrate  with  his  family  —  consisting  of  wife  and  seven 
children  —  to  New  England  ;  this  time  from  religious 
motives. 

He  is  designated  Captain  from  having  held  that  rank 
in  England  as  a  "  Kentish  Soldier,"  as  he  styles  himself 
and  takes  pride  in  reiterating. 
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Soon  after  his  arrival  this  second  time,  or  August  8, 
1636,  he  is  sent,  as  assistant  to  the  ambassadors  of  the 
Genera]  Court,  to  Canon icus,  the  important  chief  of  the 
Narragansetts,  to  conciliate  his  favor  and  avert  a  threat- 
ened war. 

Still  he  took  no  part  in  church  or  town  affairs, 
although  he  was  a  citizen, —  lived  in  '■'  Crooked  Lane," 
now  Bond  Street,  Charlestown,  —  owned  land  at  Mystic 
Side  (Maiden),  and  was  evidently  prominent  in  public 
regard,  for  he  was  appointed,  with  Edward  Converse  and 
others  in  the  spring  of  1640,  a  committee  ''  for  erecting 
a  church  and  town  at  Woburn." 

From  this  date  onward  his  activity  and  efficiency 
rendered  him  a  prominent  personage  in  town  and  State. 
He  was  foremost,  in  church  and  town  affairs,  the 
engineer  and  chief  executive  in  both,  the  Chairman  of 
the  first  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  first,  and  during  his 
life  the  only,  Recorder,  the  first,  and  as  long  as  he  lived 
the  only,  Deputy  of  the  General  Court  from   Woburn. 

As  a  member  of  the  General  Court  he  held  prominent 
positions  upon  nearly  all  of  the  most  important  com- 
mittees. 

He  was  the  man,  not  to  frame  reports  or  dignify 
proceedings  with  courtly  terms  and  polished  language, 
but  to  bring  his  committee  to  prompt,  judicious,  and 
shrewdly  defined  conclusions  for  others  to  report  in 
language  better,  doubtless,  than  his  own. 

A  strife  had  long  existed  between  the  magistrates  and 
the  deputies  as  to  the  urgent  need  of  a  code  of  laws, 
the  former  being  very  naturally  content  to  rule  without  a 
code,  and  the  latter,  quite  as  naturally,  unwilling  that  they 
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should.  Committee  after  committee  had  been  appointed, 
whose  work  was  frustrated,  until  Captain  Johnson  was 
put  upon  such  a  committee  in  1648,  when  the  work  was 
speedily  done.  He  devotes  a  chapter  in  his  book  to 
exultation  that  the  thing  so  long  desired  was  at  length 
accomplished,  yet  he  does  not  speak  of  what  every  one 
else  knew,  his  own  agency  in  the  matter. 

There  is  not  space  here  to  cite  the  various  committees 
on  which  he  served,  —  Mr.  Poole  traces  them  in  the 
Colonial  Records,  —  but  some  of  them  were  of  the  very 
gravest  importance  to  the  existence  of  our  civil  freedom. 

He  was  one,  and  evidently  the  most  important,  of  the 
three  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  secreting  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  Colony's  Charter  when  its  surrender  was 
demanded  by  the  Commissioners  of  Charles  II.  It  was 
the  map  of  his  construction  which  was  used  to  support 
against  the  King  the  claims  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
from  the  coast  line,  including  Maine,  westward  to  the 
"  South  Sea,"  as  the  Pacific  was  then  called. 

We  find  him  commissioned  to  repair  forts,  lay  out 
plantations,  to  examine  some  of  the  affairs  of  Harvard 
College,  to  regulate  and  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  to  establish  terms  for  the  union,  offensive  and 
defensive,  of  the  Colonies,  to  prepare  communications  to 
the  English  Government  relating  to  the  controversies  of 
the  Crown  and  the  Colony  about  the  "  Patent,"  and  the 
several  laws,  privileges,  and  obligations  of  the  Colony, 
with  full  powers  to  pledge  the  General  Court,  and  other 
trusts  indicating  the  high  regard  in  which  his  intelli- 
gence, good  sense,  and  courage  were  held. 

In  his  private  life  without  reproach,  in  his  public  a 
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tower  of  strengtli  in  times  of  perplexity  cand  peril, 
esteemed  Avise  in  questions  which  embarrassed  govern- 
ors and  magistrates,  and  faithful  in  every  trust,  he  was, 
all  in  all,  one  of  the  most  useful  among  the  supporters 
and  guides  of  our  infant  Commonwealth. 

A\"iNcnESTi.:u,  Fehniary  .'5,   1880.  GEORGE   COOKE. 

Note.  —  No  better  service  has  lioi'ii  icinlcred  to  New  England  history  than  tli;it  ot 
William  Frederic  Poole,  Librariiin  of  tlic  Hoston  Athenieuni,  who  has  collated  ;nid 
criticall}-  stndied  the  leading  facts  and  given  eflcctively  the  salient  points  of  Johnson's 
life  and  writings.  His  eilition  of  the  "  VN'onder  Working  Providence"  deservedly 
ranks  among  the  most  imixntant  hooks  for  historical  reference. 


WINCHESTER   IN    1640. 

The  description  of  this  portion  of  the  wilderness,  its 
ownership  by  the  Indians,  the  methods  of  its  transfer 
to  the  fathers  of  the  town,  and  the  initiatory  measures 
of  its  first  settlement,  are  considered  in  a  series  of 
papers  prepared  by  Abijah  Thompson,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  a  summary  of  No.  I  of  these  papers,  read  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Society:  — 

The  year  1640  is  to  Winchester  what  1492  is  to 
Amei'ica,  1620  to  Plymouth,  and  1630  to  Boston;  and 
there  is  propriety  in  our  claiming,  to-day,  the  age  of 
245  years. 

In  the  early  part  of  1640  this  place  was  called, 
variously,  Waterheld,  Charlestown  End,  and  Charles- 
town  Village. 

The  region  generally,  till  1636,  and  the  portion  of 
it  around  the  Mystic  Ponds  till  April  15,  1639,  had 
been   the   possession   of   Squa  Sachem,    Queen   of  the 
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Pawtuckets,  or,  as  in  one  of  her  deeds,  she  calls 
herself.  Queen  of  the  Missticke.' 

By  her  it  was  conveyed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Charles- 
town,  or  to  Governor  Winthrop,  Increase  Nowell,  and 
others,  for  Charlestown. 

The  portion  of  Waterfield,  now  Winchester,  was 
undoubtedly  well  known  to  Captain  Edward  Johnson 
as  early  as  1630 ;  for,  with  the  permission  of  Governor 
Winthrop,'  he  had  a  trading-post  on  the  Merrimac 
River,  at  the  principal  village  of  the  Pawtuckets,  now 
Lowell,  and  his  route  from  Charlestown  must  have 
been  through  this  valley  of  the  Mystic. 

A  corroboration  of  this  supposition  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  soon  after  his  return  from  England  (as  in  the 
preceding  article)  a  committee  of  exploration,  of  which 
he  was  one,  was  sent  from  Charlestown  to  this  region, 
and  then  followed  negotiations  with  Squa  Sachem,  and 
land-grants  were  made  to  Increase  Nowell,  Zachariah 
Symmes,  Ezekiel  and  Samuel  Richardson,  and  others, 
who  are  found  to  have  been  landowners  here  at  the 
date  of  the  organization  of  Woburn. 

From  Captain  Johnson's  book,  entitled  "  Wondei* 
Working  Providence,"  pages  80-84,  we  gather  distinct 
views  of  the  character  of  the  wilderness  itself  as  the 
explorers  found  it,  of  which  the  following  extract 
affords  a  picture  :  — 

"  here  is  a  Short  Epitome  of  the  manner  how  they  placed  downe 
their  dwellings  in  this  Desart  Wildernesse,  the  Lord  being  pleased 
to  hide  from  the  Eyes  of  his  people  the  difliculties  they  are  to 
encounter  withall  in  a  new  Plantation,  that  they  might  not  thereby 

1  Sec  The  Winchester  Record,  i)p.  19-21. 
-  "  AVinthrop,"  i,  84. 
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be  hindered  from  taking  the  worke  in  hand  ;  —  tlie  land  they  pur- 
chase of  the  Indians^  and  witli  mueh  ditliculties  travelling  through 
unknowne  woods,  and  through  watery  scrampes,  they  discover  the 
fitnesse  of  the  place,  sometimes  passing  through  Thickets  where 
their  hands  are  forced  to  mal^e  way  for  their  bodies  passage  and 
their  feete  clambering  over  the  crossed  Trees  which  when  they 
missed  they  sunk  into  an  uncertain  bottome  in  water  and  wade  up  to 
the  knees  tumbling  sometimes  higher  sometimes  lower,  wearied  with 
this  toile,  they  at  the  end  of  this  meete  with  a  scorching  plaine  yet 
not  so  plaine  but  that  the  ragged  Bushes  scratch  their  legs  fouly, 
even  to  wearing  their  stockings  to  their  bare  skin  in  two  or  three 
houres  ;  if  they  be  not  otherwise  well  defended  with  Bootes  or 
Buskings  their  flesh  will  be  torne  :  (that  some  being  forced  to 
passe  on  without  further  provision)  have  had  the  bloud  trickle 
downe  at  every  step  .  .  .  the  kSun  casts  such  a  reflecting  heate 
from  the  sweet  Feme  whose  scent  is  very  strong  so  that  some 
herewith  haue  beene  very  nere  fainting  although  very  able  bodies 
to  undergoe  much  travell  .  .  .  their  further  hardship  is  to  travell, 
sometimes  they  know  not  Avhetlicr,  bewildered  indeed  without 
sight  of  sun,  their  compasse  miscarrying  in  crouding  through  the 
Bushes." 

Such  were  the  features  of  the  land  to  be  traversed 
and  the  difficulties  of  the  way  in  reaching  the  eligible 
portions  of  "  Waterfield." 

The  following  is  another  of  Johnson's  graphic 
pictures :  — 

"  After  they  thus  found  out  a  place  of  abode  they  burrow  them- 
selves in  the  P^arth  for  their  first  shelter  under  some  Hill-side, 
casting  the  P^artli  aloft  upon  Timber  ;  they  make  a  smoaky  fire 
against  the  Earth  at  the  highest  side,  and  thus  these  poore 
servants  of  Christ  provide  shelter  for  themselves  their  AVives  and 
little  ones,  keeping  off  the  short  showers  from  their  Lodgings  but 
the  long  raines  penetrate  through  .  .  .  yet  in  these  poor  Wiywames 
they  sing  Psalmes  pray  and  praise  their  God  till  they  can  provide 
them  houses,  which  ordinarily  was  not  wont  to  be  with  them  till 
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the  P^artli,  1)Y  the  Lovd's  blessing,  brought  forth  Bread  to  feed 
them  .  .  .  every  one  that  can  Hft  a  havve  to  strike  it  into  the 
Earth  standing  stoutly  to  their  labours  and  teare  up  the  l\ootes 
and  Bushes,  which  the  first  year  bears  them  a  very  thin  crop  .  . 
and  they  have  ])een  forced  to  cut  their  bread  very  thin  for  a  long 
season. 

"  But  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  provide  for  them  great  store  of 
Fish  in  the  Spring  time  and  especially  Alewives  about  the  bignesse 
of  a  Herring  many  thousands  of  these,  they  used  to  put  under 
their  Indian  Corne  .  .  and  assuredly  when  the  Lord  created  this 
Corne  hee  had  a  speciall  eye  to  supply  these  his  peoples  wants 
with  it,  for  ordinarily  five  or  six  graines  doth  produce  six 
hundred. 

"As  for  flesh  they  look  not  for  any  in  those  times  —  unless 
they  could  barter  with  the  Indians  for  Venison  or  Rockoons  whose 
flesh  is  not  much  inferiour  unto  Larabe,  the  toile  of  a  new  Planta- 
tion being  like  the  labours  of  Ilercides  never  at  an  end." 

The  first  entries  in  the  Town  Records  of  Woburn  were 
made  by  Captain  Johnson,  in  the  form  of  a  historical 
record  of  what  occurred  two  years  before  the  town  was 
incorporated,  and  while  the  parties  named  were  still 
residents  of  Charlestown. 

The  first  of  these  entries  is  as  follows  :  — 

"'  KUO.  li  of  o  mo."  (INLiy  14. — The  year  commencing  witli 
March.)  —  "A  True  Relation  of  the  proceedings  of  Edwartl 
Conuars,  Edward  Johnson,  John  Mousall,  Mr  Thomas  Graues, 
Samuwel  Richison  and  Thomas  Richison,  chosen  by  the  Church  of 
Charlestown  for  the  erecting  of  a  church  and  town,  wliich  accord- 
ingly, by  great  labor,  was  by  them  performed,  and  now  called 
the  Town  of  Woburne. 

"  In  this  year  1040,  in  the  o  mo.,  news  was  brought  of  the 
conveniency  of  land  now  adjoining  to  Charlestown.  Forthwith 
a  petition  was  framed  to  the  General  Court,  then  holden,  for  two 
miles  of  land  square,  to  be  added  to  the  head  line  of  Charlestown 
which  accordingly  was  granted,  and  afterward  increased  to  four 
miles  square." 
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This  increase  was  not  granted,  however,  till  the 
seventh  of  October  followino-.' 

o 

Captain  Johnson  seems  to  have  transferred  these 
earliest  records  from  some  private  memoranda  of  his 
own  at  the  time  he  was  chosen  Recorder,  December  8, 
1640,  and  when  it  became  his  official  duty  to  open  the 
town  book. 

At  the  date  of  this  actual  entry,  the  new  town  is 
called,  not  "  Charlestown  Village,"  but  Woburn. 

The  origin  of  this  name  is  presumed  by  Mr.  Sewall, 
in  his  ''History  of  Woburn,"  to  have  been  a  desire  to 
compliment  the  Hon.  Richard  Russell,  a  very  popular 
addition  to  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  the  family  seat 
of  the  Russell  family  in  England  being  at  Woburn  in 
Bedfordshire. 

The  next  day  after  the  date  of  the  first  entry  in  the 
Records,  we  find  the  following: :  — 

"  15  of  o  mo  — Mr.  Incrciise  Nowcll  (Magistnite)  Mr.  Zacha- 
riah  Sims,  (Minister)  Edward  Jolmson,  Edward  C'onuars,  Ezeldll 
Richison,  Samuwcl  Richisou  and  Robart  Halle,  together  with  Mr 
Hiibard,  artist,  searched  the  land  lying  within  the  two  miles 
square." 

From  this  date  onward,  for  nearly  four  months, 
nothing  is  entered  upon  the  town  records. 

The  survey  of  the  wilderness  by  Mr.  Nowell  and 
others  would  naturally  require  much  time  and  raise 
many  questions  to  be  discussed,  especially  such  as 
related  to  the  boundary  lines  of  the  land  allotted  by 
the  General  Court.  And  the  next  entry  which  follows 
reads :  — 

1  Col.Rec.  i,  p.  306. 
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"6  of  7  mo.  —  Noble  Captain  Sedgwicke,  P^nsign  Palmer, 
Thomas  Lins,  Edward  Johnson,  Edward  Conuars,  John  Monsall 
and  others,  went  to  view  the  bounds  between  Linne  Village  [now 
Reading]  and  this  town,"  and  this  entry  is  next  followed  by  "30 
of  7  mo.  —  The  parties  aforesaid  met  at  Linne  and  lay  there  all 
night.  Next  day,  drew  Linne  men  to  tlie  confines  of  their 
bounds,  endeavoring  to  point  the  divisional  line  between  their 
new  town  and  this." 

Here    we    leave    them  till  the  next  meeting  of    the 

Association. 

ABLJAII   THOMPSON. 

Winchester,  Jamuuy  G,  ISS.J. 

Note.— Modern    spelling-   and    punctnation  arc    observed,  except  in  names  and 
quotations  from  "  A  Wonder  Wtirking  Providence." 


REMINISCENCES    OF    SOUTH    WOBURN, 

1836-38.' 

At  this  period  there  was  but  little  business  and  few 
streets.  Main  Street,  the  great  road  from  Woburn  to 
Medford  was  as  it  now  is,  with  very  few  changes  in 
its  lines.  The  first  house,  as  you  leave  the  present 
Woburn  line  on  this  street,  was  the  one  still  standing, 
and  known  as  the  Gilbert  Richardson  house  ;  next  to 
this,  the  old  Samuel  Davis  house,  standing  where  that 
of  Mrs.  Charles  Russell  now  is  ;  the  next,  south  of  the 
latter  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  was  the 
old  Caleb  Richardson  house,  now  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Josiali  Stratton.  Tiiis  is  one  of  the  oldest  houses  in 
Winchester. 

Mr.  Richardson  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  was  a 
most    estimable    citizen,    although    his    activity    was 

'  Read  January  6, 1885. 
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impaired  by  the  shock  received  at  the  sudden  death 
of  his  twin-brother,  Joshua  Richardson,  who  was  killed 
by  the  falling  of  the  Clapp  house,  in  Woburn,  about  the 
year  1818,  a  disaster  in  which  many  others  were  killed 
or  wounded. 

Near  this  was  the  house  of  Luther  Elliott,  whose 
mill  was  that  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  firm 
of  Cowdery,  Cobb  &  Nichols.  (A  mill  which  has  an 
interesting  history,  dating  back  to  the  very  early  times 
of  the  settlement.) 

The  houses  of  Stephen,  Henry,  and  Captain  John 
and  Sullivan  Cutter  came  next  —  the  latter,  the  lar^-e 
square  house  opposite  the  old  mahogany-mill.  John 
was  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  and  a  merchant  in  the 
employment  of  the  house  of  Benjamin  Burgess  &  Sons, 
importers  of  West  India  goods  in  Boston.  He  died 
about  1843,  and  his  widow  is  also  dead;  but  a  son, 
Joseph  Augustus,  is  in  business  in  New  York  City. 

The  old  mill  which  stood  where  the  mahogany-mill 
now  stands,  and  which  was  owned  in  1837  by  Stephen 
and  Henry  Cutter,  was  previously  owned  by  their 
father,  John  Cutter,  and  was  built,  I  think,  in  1810. 
Mr.  Stephen  Cutter,  now  living,  w^as  an  excellent 
mechanic,  and  he  lirst  started  in  the  old  mill  ''  veneer- 
sawing  " ;  indeed,  he  almost  alone  built  the  first 
veneer-saw  in  New  England.' 

The  invention  was  a  French  one.  At  first  they  were 
so  careful  of  the  invention,  that  few  were  admitted  to 
see  the  operation  of  the  saws,  for  fear  of  imitation. 

1  This  is  controverted  in  a  paper  of  Mr.  Harrison  I'arlier,  contributed  at  tlie  March 
meeting,  who  gives  a  history  of  veneer-sawing  in  New  England,  and  a.i  exliibit  of  this 
important  indnstry  from  1830  to  the  present  time. 
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For  many  years  this  mill  was  used  for  grinding 
grain  and  the  turning  of  wood-work.  In  1^41  it  was 
wholly  destroyed  by  fire,  and  rebuilt  in  a  few  months, 
when  it  was  operated  by  a  new  firm  —  Stephen  and 
Henry  Cutter,  Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  Stephen  Hall 
Cutter. 

From  this  mill  to  the  centre  of  the  villao;e  there  were 
then  no  houses,  except  the  small  one  called  the  Hunne- 
well  house,  standing  on  the  old  county  road,  near  the 
Woburn  Branch  Railroad.  Not  far  from  this  date 
(1837)  the  road  had  been  changed,  and  the  causeway 
built  from  the  foot  of  Mill  Hill  to  near  the  house  of 
Mr.  Sullivan  Cutter. 

The  only  building  in  the  centre  w^as  an  old,  long 
house,  where  Mr.  Edmund  Sanderson's  store  now  stands, 
and  the  small  depot.  (See  the  following  article.) 
Church  Street  was  not  then  named ;  it  was  simply 
the  "  road  to  Cambridge  "  ;  and  the  only  house  on  it 
was  the  Parker  and  Collins  house,  near  where  now 
stands  that  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Cliapin,  with  an  old  barn  oppo- 
site, or  where  Mr.  Palmer's  house  stands,  near  the 
railroad  station. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Parker  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Thomas 
Collins,  occupied  the  house  and  worked  the  farm  con- 
nected, which  included  most  of  the  land  around  that 
portion  of  the  village. 

In  Main  Street,  from  the  depot  and  Gates,  toward 
Medford,  was  an  old  house  called  the  Abel  Richardson 
house,  which  stood  near  the  one  built  by  the  late 
Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson.  The  most  remarkable  object 
about  it  was  the  magnificent  elm  —  probably  the  largest 
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in  New  England.  I  have  measured  the  tree  :  thirty-four 
feet  around  it,  and  more  tlian  eight  feet  in  diameter. 
It  was  estimated  to  contain  eighteen  cords  of 
wood,  much  of  whicli  was  sawed  and  cut  up  at  the 
Cutter  mill. 

A  legend  was  current  that,  at  the  time  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  troops  to  Lexington,  a  portion  of  them 
took  the  old  road  from  Boston  to  Woburn  and  camped 
near  this  elm,  tying  their  horses  to  it,  and  that  the 
tree  was  at  that  time  split,  but  bound  together  again 
by  Miss  Molly  Abel  —  as  the  daughter  of  the  owner  was 
familiarly  called  —  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops ; 
and  that  the  tree,  although  the  parts  knit  together, 
always  retained  the  weakness  occasioned  by  this  injury, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  bind  it  with  iron  as  it  grew 
larger.  Finally,  it  l)ecame  so  dangerous  that,  for  fear 
it  would  fall  and  crush  his  house.  Deacon  Thompson 
had  it  removed. 

"The  Abel.'  whose  house  is  here  mentioned,  was  born 
October  23,  1736,  and  died  on  May  27,  1831,  in  his 
ninety-fifth  3^ear.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  old 
French  War,   1758-60,  and  was  at  Lake  George, 

"  The  brick  block  of  Brown  &  Stanton  stands  upon 
a  portion  of  the  land  formerly  owned  by  him.  The 
famous  elm  stood  just  in  front  of  the  present  Thompson 
house.  The  older  citizens  had  traditions  of  the  gather- 
ing of  soldiers  there,  on  their  way  to  Cambridge,  to 
join  the  army  in  the  Revolution,  and  passing  the  night 

'The  Abel  Rk-liardson  family  — a  numerous  one— made  lai-fre  doniands  ui)on  the 
Bible  for  uanies.  .loseph,  Esther,  Ueuheu,  Ruth,  Abel,  Caleb,  Elijah,  Mar}-,  .lerusha. 
Joslah,  T.oamia,  and  Thaddeus  are  all  found  among-  tlicm  ;  and  amonj;-  Abel's  children 
an  Abel,  a  Mary,  I-ydia,  lieuben,  Isaac,  and  Enoch.  ("  Uicliardsou  Memorial,"  by 
Viuton.) 
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under  this  tree.  The  tree  is  probably  alluded  to  in  the 
diary  of  Judge  Sewall,  who  speaks  of  meeting  (1702) 
Mr.  Converse,'  the  father,  ^  and  discoursed  him  under 
a  shady  tree,'  this  place  being  probably  Mr.  Converse's 
house  alluded  to  1640,  in  the  Woburn  Records."  ^ 

The  depot  at  the  centre  or  at  the  Gates,  —  as  then 
designated,  —  was  at  first  a  small  shop,  in  which  Mr. 
John  Robinson,  now  of  Woburn,  made  shoes.  The 
first  regular  station-master  was  John  Donohoe,  the 
second.  Captain  Nathan  Jaquith,  who  kept  it  for  many 
years. 

Captain  Jaquith,  the  father  of   Mrs.   Sherburne    T. 

Sanborn,  died  a  few  years  since,  at  the  advanced  age  of 

ninety-four.      He  was  a  vigorous  man  for  his  age,  and,  I 

believe,  walked  from  Winchester  to  Lowell  after  he  was 

ninety  years  old.     He  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  Samuel 

B.  White,  father  of  our  townsman,  Samuel  B.  White. 

Colonel  White  built    the  house   afterward  owned  and 

occupied  by  the  late  Admiral  Thatcher,  and  also  once 

owned  and  occupied  the  Black  Horse  Tavern. 

OLIVER  RICHARDSON   CLARK. 
December  27,  1884. 


The  foregoing  was  supplemented  by  another  member, 
who  writes :  — 

WHAT   I   REMEMBER. 

Those  "  Gates  "  made  a  strong  impression  upon  my 
mind.  They  were  ponderous  ones;  and  we  boys  would 
gather  and  watch  for  the  nose  of  the  iron  horse  as  it 

'  Not  Edward  Converse,  who  died  in  1603. 

-  From  piiper  of  Abijali  Thompson  ou  Abel  Hichardson's  genealogy. 

3  Read  February  3,  1885. 
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appeared  from  under  the  Mystic  Station  Bridge,  on  the 
south,  or  from  the  other  bridge  then  standing  at  about 
the  same  distance,  on  the  north.  This  was  the  signal 
for  a  scramble  of  the  youngsters,  who  would  rush  to 
swing  the  Gates  open,  hold  them  till  the  train  passed, 
and  then,  with  a  shout,  close  them  again.  In  our  esti- 
mation, this  was  a  very  important,  as  well  as  exciting, 
occasion. 

It  was  long  before  the  novelty  of  the  train  in  motion 
wore  oif .  The  writer  remembers  driving  with  his  father 
and  four  others  to  get  a  sight  of  the  train  in  full  head- 
way ;  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  people  to 
travel  many  miles  to  see  the  steam  monster. 

The  trains  were  few  and  far  between,  the  engines 
small,  and  the  cars  l)uilt  much  like  the  old-fashioned 
stage-coaches,  with  doors  opening  at  the  side  for 
entrance  or  exit ;  —  the  engineer,  not  protected  as  now 
by  a  cab,  and  the  conductor  and  brakeman  occupying 
seats  upon  the  top  of  the  car,  unprotected  from  the 
weather. 

The  proceedings  on  arriving  at  the  station  were  as 
follows  :  The  conductor  and  brakeman  would  jointly 
apply  the  brake,  which  was  done  by  pressing  their  feet 
upon  the  lever  which  came  up  through  the  foot-board 
where  they  sat ;  and,  when  the  train  was  stopped,  the 
conductor  came  down  from  his  perch,  went  to  the  car 
which  was  to  receive  the  passenger,  opened  it,  and 
guarded  it  till  the  fare  was  paid,  which  at  that  time 
was  fifty  cents  from  the  Gates  to  Boston,  then  allowed 
the  passenger  to  enter,  shutting  the  door  securely,  after 
which,  he  again  mounted  his  perch,  blew  his  whistle  ; 
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the  engine  responded  with  a  snort,  and  the  train  started 
onward. 

The  offices  of  depot-master,  baggage-master,  and 
gate-tender  were  combined,  in  the  days  of  Captain 
Nathan  Jaquith ;  and  to  all  this  his  natural  activity 
and  energy  were  quite  equal ;  indeed,  to  half  a  dozen 
such  stations  at  once,  lie  was  thou  past  middle  life,  a 
solid  and  reliable  man,  affable  in  his  manners,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  the  railroad  managers,  and  popular 
with  the  boys,  who  well  understood,  however,  that  it 
was  highly  dangerous  to  trespass  upon  the  property  he 
held  in  trust,  or  upon  his  ideas  of  propriety. 

Having  an  eye  to  business  he  fitted  the  old  house  — 
which  stood,  not  as  represented  in  the  preceding  paper, 
but,  as  I  remember  it,  about  where  the  front  fence  of 
Mr.  Arthur  Fletcher's  house  now  is,  forming  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Main  Streets  —  for  accommodat- 
ing boarders ;  and,  having  purchased  a  horse  that  had 
belonged  to  old  Dr.  Plympton,  of  Woburn,  and  which 
was  known  as  the  "  Old  Doctor,"  and  with  it  a  new 
harness  and  a  "  bran-new  "  two-seated  covered  carriage, 
he  first  started  the  livery  business  in  this  village. 

Happy  was  the  boy  who  spoke  in  season  to  engage 
the  "  Old  Doctor  "  for  a  drive-out  with  his  "best  girl." 

There  was  another  old  house,  —  the  one  described  in 
Mr.  Clark's  paper,  —  which  I  remember  as  standing 
just  in  front  of  what  is  now  used  as  a  tin-shop.  This 
small  house  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Edward  A.  Brackett, 
moved  to  a  place  just  south  of  the  ground  on  which 
Dr.  March's  house  now  stands,  and  converted  into  a 
studio^  —  the  first  temple  of  art  on  our  soil. 


< 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ENGRAVING. 

The  view  of  the  First  Church  in  1840,  here  introduced, 
is  a  heliotype  of  an  oil-painting,  painted  for  Benjamin 
F.  Thompson,  by  R.  Q.  Piper,  and  which  has  descended 
to  me.  It  represents  the  church  (built  in  1840, 
dedicated  on  December  30  of  that  year,  and  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1853)  and  a  portion  of  the  village  of  South 
Woburn,  as  viewed  from  the  south  side  of  the  mill-pond. 
It  embraces  the  position,  proximately,  of  the  first  bridge 
(built  in  1640)  and  of  the  Edward  Converse  mill, 
the  history  of  which  is  given  in  the  paper  entitled 
"  The  Old  Mill,"  by  Arthur  E.  Whitney,  read  on  March 
3,  1885,  and  to  appear  in  a  subsequent  number  of  the 
liecord. 

The  houses  in  the  view  are  first,  on  the  left,  the 
residence  of  Samuel  Steele  Richardson  (see  pp.  14-19); 
next  beyond  this  is  that  built  by  Mr.  Richardson,  and 
first  owned  and  occupied  by  Benjamin  F.  Thompson 
when  he  removed  to  this  village,  and  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Holbrook ;  and  beyond  this  a  small  portion  of  the 
house  built  by  James  Bridge  and,  at  the  time  when  the 
view  was  taken,  occupied  by  him  as  a  dwelling-house  and 
store.  In  front  of  the  church  are  Lombardy  poplars  as 
they  then  stood,  and  in  the  rear  the  horse-sheds. 

The  buildings  on  the  right  are  the  dwelling-house  and 
stable  built  by  Mr.  Thompson  in  1841,  and  occupied 
by  him  till  his  death  in  1863.  Near  the  front  corner 
of  this  house  stood  the  far-famed  elm  (see  pp.  54-56). 

This   last-named   site,  occupied  in   the   time  of  the 
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Revolution  by  Abel  Richardson,  is  assumed  with  much 
confidence  to  be  precisely  that  of  the  "  Edward  Convers 
house,    over   against  which    '  Could    Bridg '    wa,s  built 

in  1640." 

ABIJAH  THOMPSON. 
Winchester,  ]March  20,  1885. 


WINCHESTER   IN    1840. 

Two  centuries  were  nearly  completed  in  the  history 
of  the  "  Church  and  Town,  erected  "  by  our  fathers  in 
Woburn,  when  a  movement  was  made  to  transfer  a 
23ortion  of  its  prestige  to  this  new  village. 

South  Woburn  seems  to  have  possessed  not  even  a 
schoolhouse  till  1790,  and,  says  Mr.  Sewall,  "though 
a  public  school  was,  some  years,  appointed  to  be  kept 
there,  it  could  be  accommodated  only  in  some  private 
house,  and  that  only  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  course  of 
the  season.  Other  years,  the  children  who  attended 
school  must  be  provided  with  a  private  one  at  the  cost 
of  their  parents,  or  travel  to  the  centre  of  the  town, 
which  is  from  one  two  miles  distant." 

Of  the  earliest  agitation  of  the  subject  of  regular 
public  worship  in  this  village,  notice  may  be  taken  in 
another  article;  in  this  outline  of  Winchester  in  1840, 
a  few  dates  only,  of  the  incipient  measures  to  this 
end,  will  be  mentioned. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Woburn  church, 
resident  in  South  Woburn,  was  held  "  at  the  school- 
house'  in  Ward  No.  6,"  on  March  3,  1839,  resulting  in 

'  This  schoolhouse  then  stooil  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  grounds  of  D.  N. 
Skillings,  and  nearly  opposite  the  Baptist  church.  It  was  removed  and  now  stands 
in  the  rear  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  is  occupied  as  a  dwelling. 


Winn/ic^fer  in  ISJfO.  ^^ 

a  petition  that  the  subject  might  be  considered  by  the 
church.     This   petition    bears   date   March   10,  and  i! 
-gned  by  Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson  and  twenty  others 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  church,  on  March 

effect  that  another  cliuroh  should  now  be  established  • 
but  much  discussion  arising,  the  resolution  was  with- 
drawn, and  nothing  in  the  form  of  assenting  church 
action  was  done  until  November  2   1840 

Soc,°ef'^""T*'""'."''  ^"""^  ^''''"™  Congregational 
Society  was  formed,  and  measures   taken  to   secure  a 

site  and  erect  a  church  edifice,  the  corner-stone  of  which 
was  laid  on  July  27,  1840. 

A  letter  dated  November  2,  1840,  was  addressed 

To  the  €ou„,-e,jaUonca  Chnrch,  Wob,,,;,,  Massachusetts:- 

Deau  Bhkthrkn  ANr,  Friends,- We,  the  subscribers,  ,leerai„. 
It  o„,.  <,„t,.  as  well  as  our  conveuieuee,  to  colonize  luT  ",^ 
gregate  ,u  the  .South  Village  of  this  towu  for  the  purposj  o  wo 
sh,pu,g  the  God  of  our  fathers  i„  the  way  we  ha've  heu  t  u^h  " 
.equest  that  you  would  give  us  a  clisu,issi-o„  from  the  boc^  wit h 
wh,ch  we  are  still  happily  united,  to  the  end  that  we  n,a^^  e  e, 
•stituted  the  South  Congregational  fhureh  in  Woburn 

p.^to'  elref  I''  ""'   ''■"'"   ""■'    "'^-*f-«°»    -    i'    -pects 
w     hl'ne    t  congregation,  for  oo  dissatisfaction  exists,  as 

km  I,  ess.     But  we  make  the  request,  bemuse  we  are  persu-.ded 
tlia    the  advancement  of  truth  and  righte„„sne.,s  will  be  p  ol 

0  I  i!  ,™  "™  """"'  ''  '™''  -"veuiently;  beea.se  this 
a.ge  and  liour,shu,g  church  still  remain;  because  the  crowiu. 
;'P"l^'t.o;.  of  the  town  demands  another  place  of  worship,  and  fc 

place  we  have  chosen  is  suited   to  accourmodate   such      creasi    ' 
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population  ;  because  we  think  we  can  sustain  the  regular  adminis- 
tration of  the  ^Vord  and  ordinances,  and  leave  ample  means  to 
sustain  the  same  here.  And  because  we  think  that  both  you  and 
we  can,  to  better  advantage,  enjoy  the  stated  means  of  grace. 

On  these  principles  we  present  the  preceding  request,  hoping 
and  expecting  that  it  will  not  only  be  kindly  and  cheerfully 
granted,  but  that  the  Christian  love,  brotherly  kindness,  fellow- 
ship, and  goodwill,  which  we  trust  we  feel,  will  henceforth  be 
reciprocated. 

To  this  eminently  courteous  and  reasonable  request 
no  resistance  could  easily  be  made. 

The  signers  to  this  request  were  one  hundred  in 
number,  and  the  following  is  a  transcript  of  the  names  in 
the  order  of  their  signing,  supplying,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  full  names  in  cases  where  only  initials  are  used  in 
the  petition  itself. 

In  subsequent  copying  of  such  a  list  of  names, 
changes  by  the  marriage  of  women  and  in  some 
instances  also  by  individuals  dropping  or  assuming 
a  "middle  name,"  historical  accuracy  is  often  impaired. 

Ninety-five  of  the  signers  appeared  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church. 


Nathan  Brooks  Johnson. 
Benjamin  Franklin  Thompson. 
Marshall  Wyman. 
Stephen  Cutter. 
Oliver  Richardson  Clark. 
Nathan  Jaquith. 
Calviu  Richardson,  Jr. 
Samuel  Baker  White. 
Sylvanus  Elliott. 
George  Sanderson. 
Zachariah  Symmes,  2d. 
Francis  Johnson. 
Eli  Kendall. 


Samuel  Steele  Richardson. 

Cak^b  Richardson. 

John  Hatheway  Richardson. 

Mathew  Griswold. 

Augustus  Elliot. 

Horatio  Symmes. 

Almira  .Johnson. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Richardson. 

Jerusha  Richardson  Synunes. 

Lydia  Symmes. 

Mehitable  Johnson. 

Lucetta  R.  Hutchinson. 

Abig-ail  Brooks  Cutter. 


Winchester  in  1840. 


6B 


Adeline  Wyman  Cutter. 

Adeline  Augusta  Cutter. 

A.  C.  Eichardson. 

Lydia  Abigail  Richardson. 

Mary  Lawrence  Richardson. 

Lucy  A.  Wyman. 

Esther  Wyman  Thompson. 

Nancy  B.  Eaton. 

Elizabeth  Smith. 

Betsey  Hutchinson. 

Sumner  Richardson. 

Joseph  Brown  Symmes. 

John  Cutter. 

William  Townshehd  Peri-y. 

Thomas  Richardson. 

Jesse  Richardson. 

Loring  Emerson. 

Johnson  Symmes. 

Jefferson  Ford. 

Andrew  N.  Shepard. 

Eliza  Hall  Richardson. 

Clarimond  Wyman  Pierce. 

Hannah  Walker  Thompson. 

Nancy  Symmes. 

Betsey  Chickeriug  Sjanmes. 

Mehitable  Johnson,  2d. 

Mary  Cutter  Hatch. 

Julia  Ann  Kendall. 

Julia  Ann  Cutter. 

Polly  Richardson. 

Achsah  Jaquith  Littlefield. 

Eliza  Richardson. 

Linda  Richardson. 

Maria  Josephine  Thompson. 

Mary  Symmes. 

Caroline  Elizabeth  Smith. 

Adeline  M.  Hutchinson. 


Harrison  Parker. 

Francis  Johnson,  Jr. 

Sullivan  Cutter. 

Alvah  Hatch. 

Samuel  Stanley  Wyman. 

Abter  Wade. 

Rufus  Wade. 

Stephen  Symmes. 

Joseph  Wyman. 

John  Fiske. 

Esther  Elliott. 

Nancy  W.  Wyman. 

Nancy  Richardson  Symmes. 

Charlotte  Symmes. 

Susan  Elizabeth  Johnson. 

Mary  Cutter. 

Martha  Sellers  Cutter. 

Elizabeth  Cutter. 

Esther  Jaquith. 

Abigail  Richardson. 

Lydia  Wyman  Ford. 

Sophia  Spaulding  Symmes. 

Susan  Hall  Richardson. 

Phebe  Bell. 

Nancy  Eaton. 

Sarah  S.  Pierce. 

Lucy  Wyman. 

Delia  Pierce. 

Piiscilla  Reed  Symmes. 

Hannah  Gardner  Griswold. 

Susan  Parker  Wyman. 

Lydia  Pierce  Fiske. 

Hepsibeth  P^aton. 

Hannah  Maria  Parker. 

Tryphena  P.  Emerson. 

Martha  Gardner. 

Stillman  Pierce. 


GEORGE  COOKE. 


64  Tlte  WhicJiesfcr  Jiccord. 


MEMORIAL  WINDOWS. 

Appropriately  to  this  portion  of  Winchester  liistory 
mention  may  here  be  made  of  the  memorial  windows 
recently  contributed  and  appropriately  dedicated,  on 
March  8,  1885,  to  the  memory  of  some  of  these  fathers, 
both  of  the  church  and  town. 

These  beautiful  monuments  to  the  memory  of  the 
fathers  are  more  than  mere  grateful  tributes  of  affec- 
tion. They  present  phases  of  history  at  once  instruc- 
tive, assuring,  and  conservative  of  all  that  is  good  in 
man.     . 

The  following  correspondence  will  illustrate  the 
manner  in  which  these  memorials,  or  several  of  them, 
have  been  provided,  as  well  as  the  motives  which  found 
expression  in  this  beautiful  form  ;  the  commemoration 
of  the  deceased  officers  of  the  church  being  a  common 
impulse  requiring  only  the  convenient  opportunity  of 
expression. 

AV!iNCHESTER,  May  1,  1884. 
Messrs.  Abijah  and  Stephen  Thompson  :  — 

Dear  Sirs,  —  The  First  Cougregational  Society  has  voted 
to  repair  and  beautify  its  house  of  worship  and  has  chosen 
a  committee  witli  full  powers  to  make  the  desired  alterations  and 
improvements. 

The  committee  has  decided  to  substitute  cathedral  glass  for  the 
dingy  windows  now  in  use. 


Memorial  Windou's.  65 

This  change  will  present  a  favorable  opportunity  to  introduce 
memorial  windows  in  honor  of  those  who,  as  founders,  benefactors, 
or  officers  in  the  church  and  society,  have  been  distinguished  in 
our  history,  and  whose  names  it  is  highly  befitting  to  inscri])e 
durably  upon  the  walls  of  our  edifice. 

The  records  of  this  church  and  society  show  that  the  names  of 
Benjamin  F.  and  Hannah  W.  Thompson  were  specially  prominent 
and  influential  in  the  formation  of  the  church,  and  that,  by  their 
gifts,  labors  of  love,  and  hospitality,  they  contributed  largely  to 
the  founding  of  a  strong  and  prosperous  church  in  this  town.  ' 

He  was  an  officer  in  the  old  historic  church  of  Woburn,  and 
was  chairman  of  a  committee  to  draft  and  present  a  petition  that 
the  members  in  this  part  of  the  town  should  be  set  off  and 
organized  as  a  new  church. 

It  was  largely  due  to  his  sound  judgment  and  foresight  that  the 
fine  location  for  the  First  Church  was  selected  ;  and  he,  with  others, 
wrought  with  shovel  and  cart  to  remove  a  high  sandbank  in 
preparing  the  ground  for  the  foundations,  as  well  as  In  the 
planting  of  the  trees  which  now  adorn  the  beautiful  grounds. 

As  chairman  of  the  building  committee  he,  in  an  exemplarv 
degree,  devoted  himself  to  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  the  first 
house  of  worship,  and,  in  a  similarly  earnest  and  liberal  spirit, 
after  its  destruction  by  fire  in  1853, ^  bore  a  prominent  part  of  the 
burden  and  care  of  the  building  of  the  present  one. 

At  the  organization  of  the  church,  chosen  deacon,  he  was 
also  elected  the  first  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school. 

In  view  of  such  a  record,  the  committee  takes  gi-eat  pleasure  in 
inviting  you,  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  society,  to  prepare,  and 
place  in  the  church,  a  memorial  window  in  honor  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  Thompson  and  Hannah  W.,  his  wife,  having  thereon 
such  armorial  device  and  emblems    as   you    may  deem    suitable. 

STEPHEN  A.   HOLT, 
GEORGE   D.    RAND, 
JAMES  F.   DVVIXELL, 
HERBERT  A.    \VILDER, 

Committee. 

"The  present  church  was  rebuilt  on  the  site  of  the  lirst  in  1853-54. 
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Stephen   A.    Holt,  Esq.,   Chairman   of  Committee   of  Repairs^ 

First  Congregational  CMtrch:  — 

Dear  Sir,  — Your  letter  is  received,  informing  us  of  the  desire 
that  a  memorial  window,  iu  memory  of  our  father  and  mother, 
shall  be  prepared  and  placed  iu  the  church. 

Our  thanks  are  due  for  this  invitation,  as  also  for  the  kindly  way 
in  which  you  speak  of  the  efforts  of  our  father  in  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  the  church  during  his  lifetime. 

We  well  remember  his  labors,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  we  have  always  felt  that,  among  the  many  who  labored 
so  well,  he  was  foremost  in  the  devotion  of  his  time,  means,  and 
personal  exertions. 

Such  a  memorial  as  you  propose  we  esteem  a  fitting  one  and 
cheerfully  accede  to  your  request,  and  will  prepare  a  drawing  of 
a  window  and  submit  to  your  committee  for  approval. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ABIJAII   THOMPSON. 
STEPHEN  THOMPSON. 
Winchester,  May  5, 1884. 

Similar  correspondence  followed  with  other  families, 
which  has  resulted  in  the  presentation  of  the  beautiful 
windows  now  adorning  the  First  Church. 

Observing  the  order  of  their  positions  :  — 

I.     The  Thompson  Memoeial. 

In  the  upper  panel  of  this  window  encircled  with 
wild  flowers  is  a  singing  cherub  with  open  book. 
Below  a  panel  in  arabesque,  and  a  tablet  on  bronze 
ground. 
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3In  ittemortam. 


1799— Benjamin  Franklin  Thompson— 1S63 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  FIRST  CHURCH  WOBURN     1817-1840 
DEACON  OF  THE  CHURCH     1836-1840 


AN  ORIGINAL  MEMBER  OF  THIS  THE  SECOND  CHURCH     1840 

DEACON  OF  THIS  CHURCH     1840-1852 

A  DESCENDANT  OF  THE  SEVENTH  GENERATION  OF 

JAMES  THOMPSON  OF  WOBURN     1642. 


1804  —  HANNAH  WALKER  —  18S2 

WIFE  OF  DEACON   BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN  THOMPSON 

MEMBER  OF  FIRST  CHURCH  WOBURN     IS27-I840 
MEMBER  OF  THIS  THE  SECOND  CHURCH     1840-1882 


II.     The  Cutter  Memorial. 
At  the  top  is  an  open  Bible,  and  below  the  words 

31n  i^cmoriamt 

Youth,  manhood,  and  age,  symbolized  by  the  phases 
of  the  moon. 

Tablet  containing  the  following  :  — 

1S03— Adeline  W.  Cutter— 1574 
1505— Henry  Cutter— 1579 

BECAUSE  I   LIVE  YE  SHALL  LIVE  ALSO    John  xlv  19 

Above  and  below  this  lettering  are  spaces  for  addi- 
tional names. 

The  entire  window  highly  ornamented  with  emblem- 
atic figures  and  jewels. 
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III.     The  Symmes  and  Wyman  Memorial. 

At  the  top  a  cross  and  crown  in  jewels. 

I780^ZACHARIAH  SYMMES^I850 

1786  —  NANCY  R.  SYMMES  — 1871 

1806 —  JOSEPH  WYMAN  —  1863 

I8I0  —  JERUSHA  R    WYMAN  — 1881 

1823  — HENRY  W.  HOWE  — 1858 

BE  THOU   FAITHFUL  UNTO   DEATH   AND  I  WILL  GIVE  THEE 
A  CROWN   OF  LIFE     Rev  ii   10 

This  very  beautiful  window  was  contributed  by  Mrs. 
Nancy  S.  Howe. 

IV.     The  Deceased  Pastors. 
REV.  GEORGE  P.  SMITH, 

ORDAINED  JUNE  17  A.D.  1841 
RESIGNED  MARCH  11  A.D.  1845 
DIED  SEPTEMBER  3  A.D.  1852 

REV.  JOHN   M.  STEELE 

ORDAINED  AUGUST  10  A.D.  1848 

RESIGNED  FEBRUARY  11  A.D.  1853 

DIED  APRIL  5  A.D.  1857 

REV.  REUBEN  T.  ROBINSON 

ORDAINED  OCTOBER  27  A.D.  1852 

RESIGNED  MARCH  27  A.D.  1871 

DIED  AUGUST  24  A.D.  1871 

AND  WHEN  THE  CHIEF  SHEPHERD  SHALL  APPEAR 
YE  SHALL  RECEIVE  A  CROWN  OF  GLORY  THAT 
FADETH   NOT  AWAY     I   Peter  v  4 
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V.     The  Skillings  Memorial. 

This  is  wholly  emblematical,  illustrative  of  the  con- 
clusion of  a  useful  life.  The  principal  figure,  life  size, 
is  that  of  a  reaper  bearing  golden  sheaves.  The 
accessories  are  a  female  attendant,  a  harvest  field, 
and  younger  reapers  ;  the  central  figures  as  well  as 
the  background  of  scenery  and  sky  being  heavily 
plated  with  opal  and  antique  glass  and  ornamented 
with  jewels.     The  tablet  has  the  single  name 

VI.     In  Memory  of  the  Deceased  Deacons  of 
THIS  Church. 

BEN.JABIIN  F.  THOMPSON  ELECTED  AD.  1840  KESIGNKD  1852 

NATHAN  B.  JOHNSON  ELECTED  A.D.  1840  RESIGNED  18.52 

MARSH^\.LL  WYMAN  ELECTED  A.D.  1840  RESIGNED  1852 

CHARLES  W.  WILDER  ELECTED  A.D.  1852  RESIGNED  18.54 

ZEBADIAH  ABBOTT  ELECTED  A.D.  1852  DIED  1883 

DAVID  N.  SKILLINGS  ELECTED  A.D.  1873  DIED  1880 

These  windows,  together  with  the  remaining  six, 
and  the  very  beautiful  one  in  the  front  of  the  church, 
—  the  latter  contributed  by  Stephen  A.  Holt,  —  are 
from  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Redding,  Baird 
&  Co.,  Boston,  and  consist  of  combinations  of  antique, 
opal,  and  cathedral  glass  in  geometrical  designs,  with 
figures  and  jewels  variously  displayed  by  plating  and 
the  adjustment  of  colors. 

The  following  description  of  the  first  of  these  win- 
dows, from  the  pen  of  an  art  reporter,  Mr.  F.  H.  Bulfum, 
is  instructive  as  to  the  general  character  and  tributary 
details  of  this  mode  of  embellishing  church  architecture. 
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"  Among  the  notably  excellent  windows  in  the  edifice  this  one 
is  conspicuons  for  its  appropriateness  and  realization.  The  de- 
signer has  worked  np  to  his  opportunity  and  the  execution  is 
excellent.  This  is  one  of  the  undoubted  successes  of  Messrs. 
Kedding,  Baird  &  Co.,  of  Boston.  In  the  centre  of  the  base^is 
the  memorial  tablet  resting  upon  and  capped  bj^  appropriate 
panels.  The  tablet  has  a  bronze  ground  and  contains  the  follow- 
ing [see  The  Thompson  Memorial  above]. 

"  The  panel  in  the  base  above  the  tablet  has  a  light  purple  tone 
and  contains  in  artistic  and  antique  lettering  the  words,  '  In 
INIemoriam.'  The  effect  of  this  panel  introducing  to  the  eye  the 
historical  description  is  a  marked  success.  Beneath  the  tablet 
is  the  lower  panel  of  the  window  presenting  an  orange  tone,  the 
design  being  a  beautiful  piece  in  arabesque.  The  fitness  of  this 
conceit  in  harmony  with  the  entire  conception  is  striking.  It  is 
a  beautiful  combination  of  colors,  dominated  by  an  appropriate 
idea.  The  embellishment  of  the  whole  base  of  the  window  is  in 
decorative  jewel  work.  The  border  of  the  base  is  also  in  the 
same  work. 

"  The  upper  portion  of  the  window  is  almost  a  distinct  concep- 
tion to  the  eye  by  a  happy  border  device,  quite  in  contrast  with 
the  base  border,  yet  the  congruity  of  base  and  top,  the  harmon}' 
of  the  whole,  is  too  apparent  to  admit  of  criticism.  This  upper 
window  is  made  up  of  three  panels  and  the  border.  The  pre- 
vailing tint  of  the  upper  and  lower  panels  is  that  of  white  opal. 
In  the  upper  panel  is  an  emblematic  design,  the  Latin  cross,  made 
of  square  jewels  in  shaded  amber,  on  a  ground  of  scroll  work 
studded  with  jewels  —  rubies,  turquoises,  and  light  emeralds. 
The  middle  panel  is  emblematic,  containing  a  singing  cherub 
with  open  book  upon  the  same  ground  as  above.  The  lower 
panel  of  the  upper  window  has  a  conventional  floriated  centre, 
surrounded  by  scroll  work.  The  happiest  effect  in  blending  and 
shading  seen  in  this  window  is  observed  in  the  upper  panel  con- 
taining the  cross.  This  effect  is  remarkable,  and  taken  in 
connection  with  the  elegant  arabesque  of  the  lower  panel  so 
distributes  effects  to  the  eye  that  the  centre  does  not  distract 
attention  from  the  extremes. 
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"  The  upper  and  lower  half  of  the  window  has  each  its  own 
border,  although  the  outer  member  of  the  whole  border  is  one, 
being  composed  of  olive  opalescent  glass,  which  serves  admirably 
to  '  bring  in  '  the  border  colors  and  unite  them  with  the  panels. 
The  whole  window  is  also  lined  off  with  white  opal  fillets.  The 
central  field  of  the  base  border  is  in  jeweled  arabesque  design, 
composed  of  antique  and  Venetian  glasses,  enclosed  between  two 
narrow  pearly  opal  linings,  just  referred  to.  The  upper  part  of 
the  window  is  bordered  with  realistic  flower  work  —  the  design 
being  a  brilliant  display  of  wild  flowers,  which  serves  to  enliven 
the  whole  window  and  bring  out  desirable  contrasts  while  pre- 
serving the  harmonies.  As  heretofore  stated,  this  border  has  its 
outer  member  and  fillet  in  common  with  the  lower  border.  This 
flower  design  border  crosses  also  l)etween  the  upper  panels  and 
separates  the  two  sections  of  the  window. 

"  A  near  view  of  this  window  shows  that  in  all  its  parts  in  the 
details  of  execution  the  work  will  bear  the  closest  inspection, 
while  at  a  distance  the  idea  of  the  designer  stands  out  in  its  best 
effects.  The  conception  and  the  execution  of  this  most  worthy 
historical  memento  seem  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  which  is 
not  attained." 

GEORGE   COOKE. 
Winchester,  March  19, 1884. 


HISTORY   OF   WILDWOOD   CEMETERY. 

PEEPARED    FOR    THE    SOCIETY. 

The  history  of  Wildwood  Cemetery  is  closely  connected 
with  the  early  history  of  the  town  of  Winchester.  The  whole 
territory  of  Winchester  was  a  part  of  the  original  land-grant 
to  Charlestown  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in 
the  year  1640. 

The  town  of  Woburn  was  incorporated  in  1642  and  in- 
cluded within  its  boundary  what  is  now  the  northern  and 
central  portion  of  this  town. 


72  The   Winclirster  Reoml 

The  history  of  Medford  begins  as  early  as  1630,  but  it 
was  not  "  declared  a  peculiar  town  "  until  1684.  In  1754 
Medford  was  enlarged  by  taking  a  part  of  Charlestown,  which 
included  land  now  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  this  town. 

West  Cambridge  was  incorporated  in  1807  and  was  made 
from  the  northern  part  of  Cambridge  and  Charlestown. 
West  Cambridge  was  enlarged  in  1842  and  took  more  of 
Charlestown's  land,  some  of  which  is  included  in  our  present 
township.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  west-side  hills  of  this 
town  were  a  part  of  Charlestown  up  to  1842. 

The  name  of  the  town  of  West  Cambridge  was  changed  to 
Arlington  by  act  in  1867. 

The  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  was  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  in  1830  and  opened  for  travel  in  1835.  Conse- 
quent upon  the  construction  and  completion  of  this  railroad 
"  a  village  sprung  up  just  eight  miles  from  Boston."  In  1840 
it  had  grown  to  sufficient  size  to  be  designated  as  South 
Woburn  Village. 

The  nucleus  of  this  town,  like  many  others  in  the  vicinity, 
was  the  formation  of  a  church  parish.  This  question  having 
been  agitated,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  May  12. 
1840,  to  consider  its  advisableness,  and  on  May  19,  1840,  the 
South  Woburn  Congregational  Society  was  organized,  by 
about  one  hundred  members,  who  seceded,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Deacons  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Nathan  B.  Johnson, 
and  Marshall  Wyman,  from  the  First  Church  in  Woburn. 

Immediately  a  movement  was  made  to  build  a  house  of 
worship,  which  was  dedicated  December  30,  1840.  This 
building  was  altered  and  enlarged  in  1852.  It  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  March  20,  1853,  whereupon  the  present  edifice 
was  built  and  dedicated  October  11,  1854. 

The  corporate  name  of  the  parish  was  changed  by  authority 
of  the  Legislature  in  1856  to  the  First  Congregational  Society 
of  Winchester. 

On  September  28,  1844,  the  church    parish  voted   "  to  lay 
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out  the  parish  land  back  of  the  meeting-house  into  lots  for 
burial-places,  aijd  sell  the  same  to  individuals."  Benjamin 
F.  Thompson,  Loring  Emerson,  and  Harrison  Parker  were 
elected  a  committee  on  the  same. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  South  Woburn 
and  vicinity  in  the  vestry  of  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
November  26,  1849,  to  consider  the  subject  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation  into  a  separate  town. 
John  A.  BoUes  was  chairman  and  David  Youngman  secre- 
tary. The  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  of  Winchester  was  presented  in  the  Senate 
through  the  Hon.  Charles  Choate,  of  Woburn,  on  January 
19, 1850.  After  strenuous  opposition,  the  act  was  passed  by 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  and  received  the  signature 
of  Gov.  George  N.  Briggs  on  April  30,  1850. 

The  town  was  named  for  Col.  William  P.  Winchester  who 
gave  the  "  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  erection  of  a  town-house  or  any  other  proper  object 
of  municipal  expenditure."  The  money  was  received  at  the 
town  meeting  on  May  27,  1850,  and  deposited  by  Henry 
Cutter  in  the  Woburn  Agricultural  and  Mechanics'  Associ- 
ation "until  some  legal  action  should  be  taken  by  the  town." 

At  the  town  meeting  on  June  17,  1850,  it  was  voted  that 
the  Selectmen  keep  this  money  where  it  had  been  deposited, 
"  until  wanted  for  the  purpose  originally  intended  by  the 
donor."  The  death  of  Colonel  Winchester  occurred  August  6, 
1850,  and  was  announced  in  town  meeting  August  19,  1850. 
Resolutions  of  respect  and  S3^mpathy  to  his  family  were 
adopted. 

At  that  meeting  the  vote  whereby  the  Selectmen  should 
be  the  custodians  of  the  fund  was  rescinded,  and  it  was 
voted  "  that  the  donation  of  Col.  William  P.  Winchester  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  to  be  loaned  by  them, 
to  the  best  advantage,  on  good  security." 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Charles  Kimball,  and  Henry 
Cutter  were  chosen  as  the  trustees. 
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The  town  voted,  on  April  7,  1851,  that  a  committee  of  ten 
be  chosen  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  town 
as  a  cemetery,  and  also  to  prepare  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  same  and  report  to  the  town. 

The  committee  chosen  were  John  A.  Bolles,  Charles 
Kimball,  Marshall  Wyman,  Harrison  Parker,  Gardner 
Symmes,  Charles  Russell,  Loring  Emerson,  Nathan  B.  John- 
son, Charles  Goddard,  Aaron  D.  Weld. 

At  a  town  meeting,  on  May  26,  1851,  a  special  committee, 
consisting  of  William  A.  Dodge,  John  A.  Bolles,  and  Alvan 
Chene}',  reported  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  town  to  buy 
a  fire  engine,  and  the  town  voted  "  that  the  same  committee 
be  authorized  to  purchase  an  engine  similar  to  the  descrip- 
tion in  the  report,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  Winchester 
Fund  be  appropriated  for  the  same."  On  September  15, 1851, 
it  was  voted  that,  instead  of  paying  for  the  fire  engine  out 
of  the  Winchester  Fund,  it  be  paid  for  out  of  the  town 
funds.  At  the  meeting  on  April  7,  1851,  John  A.  Bolles,  on 
the  part  of  the  Cemetery  Committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted  :  —  * 

[See  Town  Clerk's  records,  vol.  i.,  fols.  104  and  105.] 

REPORT    OF   THE    CEMETERY    COMMITTEE    CHOSEN 
APRIL    1,   1851. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  report :  That  they  have  purchased 
for  a  cemetery  a  lot  of  land,  containing  about  ten  acres,  situated  west 
of  the  canal  and  over  against  Wedge  Pond.  The  price  of  the  lot  and  of 
the  right  of  way  from  Church  Street  over  the  new  road  and  bridge  con- 
structed for  this  purpose  by  Mr.  Gardner  Symmes  is  two  thousand 
dollars.  To  fence  the  lot  and  prepare  it  so  far  as  is  needful  for  present 
use  will  require  the  outlay  of  another  thousand  dollars.  To  meet  this 
payjnent  and  outlay,  your  Committee  recommend  the  temporary  appro- 
priation and  use  of  the  fund  given  to  the  town  by  its  benefactor,  the 
late  Colonel  Winchester.  Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  however, 
that  arrangements  may  be  made  for  a  speedy  return  of  this  fund  to  the 
town.  The  sale  of  burial-lots  and  of  the  choice  of  lots  in  the  new  ceme- 
tery will  do  much  toward  this  desirable  object.  One  half  of  the  old 
cemetery  is  town  property,  is  occupied  by  very  few  graves,  and  can  be 
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sold  for  a  considerable  sum.  If  the  other  half  of  the  old  burial-ground 
can  be  obtained  ])y  exchange  of  lands  of  the  parish  and  proprietors, 
that,  also,  miglit  be  advantageously  disposed  of  for  tlie  same  purpose. 
In  this  manner,  as  your  Conunittee  believe,  the  Winchester  Fund  may 
ere  long  be  repaid  so  as  to  be  available  for  other  municipal  purposes. 
We  ask,  therefore,  for  power:  First,  to  receive  the  Winchester  Fund, 
and  expend  it  in  paying  for  the  new  cemetery  and  prei)aring  that  ceme- 
tery for  use ;  second,  to  negotiate  with  the  parish  and  proprietors  of 
burial-lots  in  the  old  cemetery  for  an  exchange  of  lots  and  the  transfer 
of  the  dead  to  the  new  cemetery ;  third,  to  sell  the  town's  interest  in  the 
old  burial-grounds  and  also  the  land  thus  obtained  by  exchange; 
foui'th,  to  dispose  of  lots  and  choice  of  lots  in  the  new  cemetery, 
under  the  rules  and  regulations  hereinafter  suggested.  Your  Com- 
mittee recommend  that,  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  1852  for  the 
choice  of  officers,  and  in  like  manner,  in  every  third  successive  year 
thereafter,  there  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  a  Cemetery  Committee  of  five 
persons,  who  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  own  number, 
who  shall  have  charge  and  superintendence  of  the  cemetery,  and  sliall 
remain  in  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  In  the  meantime,  it  is 
recommended  tliat  the  present  Committee  should  be  continued  in  office, 
and  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  number,  until  said  annual  meet- 
ing.    We  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 

Rules  and  Regulations  fok  the  Cemetery. 

The  Cemetery  Committee  shall  have  the  genei-al  charge  of  said  ceme- 
tery, with  power  to  sell  burial-lots  at  public  or  private  sale,  and  in  the 
town's  name  to  execute  and  deliver  all  needful  conveyance  thereof,  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  the  improvement  of  the  cemetery, 
or  to  such  use  as  the  town  may  direct,  subject  to  these  and  such  other 
regulations  as  the  town  may  adopt;  the  said  Committee  may  establish 
and  enforce  all  rules  needful  for  the  preservation  and  appropriate  use 
and  condition  of  the  cemetery.  All  deeds  of  lots  in  the  new  t-emetery 
shall  reserve  to  the  town  the  right  by  its  Cemetery  Conunittee  to  enter 
the  same  at  any  time  and  remove  therefrom  any  tree  or  shrub  that  may 
threaten  injury  to  adjoining  lots  or  avenues,  or  damage  or  inconvenience 
to  passengers,  and  also  to  remove  any  structure,  which,  in  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  said  Committee,  is  oftensive  or  improper.  Sucli  deeds 
shall  also  express,  as  condition  thereof,  that  no  owner  of  any  lot 
shall  alter  the  grade  or  elevation,  or  sell  any  grave  or  right  of  burial 
therein,  or  remove  therefrom  any  tree,  without  i)ermissiou  therefor 
from  the  Committee.  In  accordance  with  these  suggestions,  your  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  vot<' :  — 

Voted^  That  the  Cemetery  Committee  chosen  by  the  town  April  7, 
1851,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  to  receive  from  the  present 
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holders  thereof,  the  money  presented  to  the  town  by  the  late  Colonel 
Winchester,  and  the  interest  thereon,  and  to  expend  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  th(^  new  cemetery  and  in  fencing  and  preparing  the  same  for 
use,  in  such  manner  as  the  niajoritj'  of  said  Conmiittee  shall  deem  judi- 
cious, and  also  to  sell  and  convey  burial-lots  and  rights  in  the  old  ceuie- 
tery.  to  dispose  of  all  lots  and  rights  thus  acquired,  and  of  the  town's 
interest  in  the  old  cemetery,  as  they  may  find  expedient,  and  to  apply 
the  proceeds  of  any,  or  all,  of  the  sales  aforesaid,  to  the  improvement 
of  the  cemetery,  the  payment  of  the  Winchester  Fund,  or  such  othei-  use 
as  the  town  may  direct. 

The  original  Committee  of  ten  citizens,  appointed  to 
purchase  and  hiy  out  a  cemetery,  reported  to  the  town, 
March  1,  1852,  that  they  had  exercised  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  at  the  meeting  on  September  15,  1851,  and  had 
paid  for  the  cemetery  lot  and  had  partially  constructed  it. 
Their  report  was  accepted  and  the  town  adopted  the  system 
of  having  five  persons  on  the  Committee,  which  has 
continued  since.  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  "  that 
the  Cemetery  Committee  be  clothed  with  all  the  powers 
conferred  by  the  town  upon  the  Cemetery  Committee  of 
last  year  by  their  vote  of  September  15,  1851." 

Very  many  votes,  in  regard  to  exchange  of  land,  were 
passed  and  rescinded  by  the  parish  and  the  town  until  1855, 
when  the  price  and  boundaries  were  agreed  upon.  The 
Town  Treasurer  reported,  March  5,  1855,  that  he  had  given 
the  parish  a  deed,  and  received  one  from  the  parish. 

It  is  evident  that  the  first  desire  of  Colonel  Winchester 
in  giving  $3,000  was  for  a  town-house.  He  died  in  less 
than  three  months  after  his  donation.  It  is  said  that  he  had 
intended  to  give  more  money.  However  that  may  have 
been,  the  amount  given  was  much  too  meagre  to  build  a  town- 
house,  and  the  town  could  not  afford  to  build  one.  The 
letter  accompanying  the  gift  stated  that  it  was  "  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  town-house,  or  any  other 
proper  object  of  municipal  expenditure,"  and  so  the  town 
voted  that  the  whole  fund  and  the  accumulation,  which  liad 
amounted  to  $222. 3G,  be  used  for  the  cemetery,  which  has 
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been  used  in  accordance  with  the  first  vote  passed.     During 
the  first  five  years  of  the  existence  of  tire   town,  .*2,965.15 
was  spent  in  the  construction  of  the  cemetery.     From   1857 
to  1877  very  little  improvement  was  made,  as  only  ^2Q  was 
expended.     In  1877  there  was  $160.25  expended  in  grading 
new  lots  to  sell.     In  1878  more  lots  were  graded  and  the  dell 
near  the  entrance  gate  was  partially  constructed,   !|549.84 
being  spent.     In  1879  the  sum  of  1439.94  was  expended  in 
making  the  pond  in  the  dell,  and  constructing  tlie  Soldier's 
lot  and  the  little  park  on  Mount  Hope.     In  1880  there  was 
■1115.55  paid  for  making  new  burial-lots.      In   1881  the  lots 
between  the  toolhouse  and  J.  F.  Stone's  lot  were  made,  and 
from  the  Stone  lot  northward   on   the  east  side  of  Maro-in 
Avenue  there  was  a  deep  hollow  filled.     The  yellow  loanfin 
the  avenue  in  front  of  these  lots  was  excavated  and  put  on 
top  of  the  gravel  that  had  been  teamed,  ami  the  excavation 
in  the   avenue  filled  with  sand  and  top-dressed  with   blue 
gravel.     This  work  cost  1974.12.     Any  one  who  remembers 
the  place  as  it  was  will  appreciate  the  improvement.     There 
was  also  1213.26  paid  for   preparing    thirteen    flower-beds, 
filling  them  with  shrubs,  and  setting  out  vines.     Nearly  all 
the  shrubs  are  now  alive.     In  1882  the  lots  that  had  been 
filled  the  previous  year  were  covered  with  good  loam   and 
sown  to  grass,  and  the  rest  of  the  yellow  loam  was  taken 
fi-om  the  principal  drives  and  walks,  which  occasioned  filling 
with  gravel,  and  thereby  making  the  driveways  passable  in 
the  spring  and  autumn  months.     The  payments  for  improve- 
ments that  year,  exclusive  of  the  new  receiving-tomb,  were 
$853.35.     In  1883  there  was  1284.03  expended  in  making 
walks  and  grading.     In   1882  the  Committee  obtained  pei- 
mission  from  the  town  to  reconstruct,  alter,  or  enlarge  the 
receiving-tomb,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  it  was 
required.     It  would  be  indelicate  to  explain  the  then  neces- 
sity of  immediate  action.     A  new  tomb  was   constructed  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  many  years  to  come,  being  some- 
what   larger   than    was   originally   intended,   at   a   cost    of 
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$1,672.90,  which  has  been  previously  explained  in  the  Town 
Report  and  the  action  of  the  Committee  approved.  The 
next  year  $500  was  paid  for  the  wing  walls  to  the  tomb. 

The  loss  in  the  fund  is  $195,  occasioned  by  the  failure  of 
the  Mercantile  Savings  Institution  of  Boston. 

On  April  4,  1884,  the  town  voted  "  that  the  Cemetery 
Committee  be  directed  to  expend  no  part  of  the  fund  now 
in  its  hands  for  the  improvement  of  the  cemetery,  until  fur- 
ther action  of  the  town,  and  that  the  Cemetery  Committee 
pay  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer  the  balance  of  the  Win- 
chester Fund  in  said  Committee's  hands." 

Statement  of  the  Winchester  Fund  to  April  19, 1884:  — 

Dr. 

Original  fund,  $3,000.00 

Interest  received,  3,620.03 

Lots  sold,  '  6,944.44 

Wood  and  stone  sold,  350.08 

Cr. 
Land  purchased,  $2,000.00 

Construction     of    cemetery    and   old 

tomb,  6,368.23 

Ornamental  flower-beds  and  trees,  213.26 

New  tomb,  2,272.47 

Lots  purchased,  256.36 

Loss    in    Mercantile    Institution    for 

Savings,  195.00 

Grading  and  care  of  private  lots  :  ^- 
Paid  out  $1,765.03 

Received,  1,755.87 

Expense,  9.16 

$11,314.48 
Balance  paid  to  Town  Treasurer,  April 

9, 1884,  2,600.07 


$18,914.55  $13,914.55 
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Wildwood  Cemeteiy  was  consecrated  on  September  15, 1852, 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  order  of  exercises 
was  as  follows :  — 

I.  Invocation,  by  Rev.  Reuben  T.  Robinson. 

II.  Original  Hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by  F.  A. 
Durivage. 

III.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  N.  A.  Reed. 

IV.  Original  Hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs. 
H.  J.  Lewis. 

V.  Address,  by  Rev.  Rollin  H.  Neale,  d.d. 

VI.  Hymn,  Montgomery. 

VII.  Prayer,  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Neale,  d.d. 

VIII.  Benediction. 

Rights  of  burial  are  sold  by  deeds  of  lots  in  accordance 
with  a  plan  made  by  Amasa  Farrier,  and  recorded  in  Middle- 
sex Registry  of  Deeds,  Southern  District,  Book  of  Plans, 
No.  4,  and  contains  the  usual  restrictions  of  such  interments. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  lots  in  numerical  order,  and 
the  registered  owners  on  February  28,  1885.  The  numbers 
marked  thus  (*)  are  not  for  sale  because  they  have  been 
made  into  ornamental  plots.  The  numbers  marked  thus 
(*  *)  are  not  for  sale  because  the  Committee  liave  not 
decided  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  them. 


No.                        Owner. 

No.                         Owner. 

1  Small,  S.  C. 

12  Sanborn,  S.  T. 

2  Shepard,  Harriet  W. 

13  Symmes,  John. 

3  Cushman,  Mial. 

14  Payne,  H.  A.  S.  D. 

4  Davis,  Samuel  H. 

15  Patch,  Cyrus. 

5  Dvvinell,  James  F. 

16  Cutter,  Martha,  and  E 

6  Dwinell,  .lames  F. 

17 

7  Newman,  James. 

18  Chafee,  William  G. 

8  Kelley,  Philip. 

19 

9  Wyman,  Martha  S. 

20 

10  Buckman,  Nancy. 

21 

11  Draper,  L.  L. 

22  Wentworth,  Wm.  G, 

Hunt. 


80 


Tlie  Winchei<ter  Record. 


No.  Otoner. 

23  Blood,  Cyrus  W. 
2-1* 
25* 
26* 

27  Peabody,  Silas. 

28  Dwinell.  -lames  F. 

29  Dwinell,  -James  F. 

30  Sleeper,  Horace  Tj. 

31  IJichardson,  F.  S.  and  Z. 

32  Boyce,  Eli  -J. 

33  Jaquith,  Mrs.  E. 

34  Webb,  Hobert. 
C 

35* 

36* 

37* 

'38* 

39* 

40* 

41* 

42* 

43* 

44* 

B    West,  Tbomas  F. 

45  West.  Thomas  F. 

46* 

47  Stone,  William  A. 

48  Lawrence,  Peleg. 

49  Harriman,  Carrie  M. 

50  Abbott,  Zebediah,  estate  of. 

51  Stone,  -Tosiah  F.,  estate  of. 

52  Stone,  -Tosiah  F.,  estate  of. 

53  Baxter,  Mrs.  Mary. 
54 

55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

61  Fletcher,  Stillman. 

62  Grave  A,  Curry,  Hamilton. 
,,        ,,      B,  Curry,  Hamilton. 


No.  Otoner. 

62  Grave  C,  Curry,  Hamilton. 
„        „      D. 

„    „   E. 
F 

63  , ,   G . 

5'      11         H. 

11         11      1- 

.,    ,,   J. 

62  „  L. 

1,  M. 

.„    ,1  N. 

,1   1,  o. 

1,     ,1   y- 

1,   1,  Q- 

63  „  W. 

11    11   '^• 
11    11   !• 

1.   1,  u. 
11    ,1   V. 

64  Rice,  Sam'l  M.,  estate  of. 

65  Prouty,  Gardner. 

66  Gleason,  Nancy. 

67  Wyman,  Stanley  S. 

68  Judkins,  -Jerome  B. 

69  Ross,  James. 
70 

71 
72 

73  Maxwell,  Wm.  D. 

74  Gove,  Sorel. 

75  McKenzie,  Wm.  S. 

76  Kendall,  I.  Holmes. 
77 

78  Seaver,  Silas  S. 
79 

80  Dotten,  Thomas  P. 

81  Hallam,  Henry. 
82 

83  Nichols,  Stephen. 

84  Wilder,  C.  W. 

85  Sanderson,  Edmund  and  Geo. 

86  Richardson.  Caleb. 
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No.                       Owner. 

No. 

Owner. 

87  Stevens,  Chas.  W. 

130 

Moore,  George  D. 

88  Ralston,  Wm.  II. 

131 

89  Mead,  Sam'l  H.,  Jr. 

132 

90  Lindsey,  Ellen  L. 

133 

91 

134 

92  Skinner,  Edward  V. 

135 

Shattuck.  Joseph. 

93  Taylor,  Samuel  W. 

136 

Dupee,  Charles  H. 

94 

137 

95 

138 

96 

139 

97 

140 

98  Rogers,  Theodore. 

141 

99  Symraes,  J.,  and  A.  T.  Todd. 

142 

Hanson,  Joel  F. 

100  Butters,  Cyrus. 

143 

Langley,  Stephen  S. 

101  Symmes,  Lydia  W. 

144  Cox,  A.  C. 

102  Symmes,  Lydia  VV. 

145 

Fifield,  Daniel. 

103  Hutchinson,  Lucetta  11. 

14G 

Locke,  Oliver  J. 

104 

147 

Brookings.  Henry  S. 

105 

148 

Kelsey,  Jauies. 

106 

149 

Houston,  James. 

107 

150 

Youngman,  David. 

108 

151 

Simpson,  Sanmel  A. 

109  Buxton,  John. 

152 

Conant.  Charles  E. 

110  Redfern,  B.  W. 

153 

Locke,  Jonathan. 

Ill  Baker,  Fred  W. 

154  Follansbee.  Chas.  E. 

112  Mclntire,  Charles. 

155 

Smith,  Samuel, 

113  Grafton,  Samuel  G. 

156 

Dodge,  James  H. 

114  Weld,  Aaron  D. 

157 

Thyng.  Sarah  II. 

115  Usher,  John  G. 

158 

Dodge,  Mrs.  W.  B. 

116  Huse,  Joseph. 

159 

Batchelder,  D.  H. 

117  Watson,  Simon  N. 

160  Bond,  S.  Edgell. 

118  Walker,  Josiah,  &  C.  N.  Cram. 

161 

SafFord,  Joseph  A. 

119  Baldwin,  Charles  A. 

162 

Collins,  George  A. 

120  Cutter,  Sullivan. 

163 

121  Robinson,  R.  T. 

164 

122  Cram,  John  A. 

165 

123  Holton,  Thomas  S. 

166 

124  Kimball,  Ozro. 

167 

125  Wright,  B.  F. 

A 

A.  K.  P.  Joy, 

126 

168 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Franklin, 

127  Clark,  S.  D. 

169 

Ayer,  Chas.  H. 

128  Waide,  Henry  J. 

170  Pennington,  Edmund. 

129  Oliver,  Matthew. 

171 

Adams,  John  W. 
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No. 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 
199 
200 

201 
202 
203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 


Oumer. 

McConville,  Joseph. 
Lawrence,  Geo.  C. 
Brown,  Geo.  P. 
Prince,  James  H. 
Sharon,  Joseph  D. 
Matten,  AVm.  and  Alfred. 
Richardson,  Nathaniel  A. 
Fisk,  John. 
Wyuian,  Marshall. 
Thompson,  B.  F. 
Johnson.  Nathan  B. 
Cutter,  Stephen. 
Cutter.  Stephen. 
Cutter,  Henry. 
Thompson,  Abijah. 
Cobb,  Ambrose  D. 
Carleton,  Wm.  H. 
Locke,  D.  Wyman. 
Andrews,  Hiram. 
Locke,  Asa. 
T^ocke.  Josiah. 
Locke,  Asa,  Jr. 
Adams,  Wm. 
Woods,  Jonas. 

Wrigh,  John  A. 
Sherburne,  J.  M. 

Kinsman,  W.   IL,  and  A.    G. 

Sawyer. 
Emerson,  Henry  A. 
Emerson,  Thomas,  Executor. 
Winn,  Alanson. 
Johnson,  Francis  and  Warren. 
Johnson,  Jos.  and  Francis  H. 
Skillings,  D.  N. 
Emerson,  Loring,  estate  of. 
Emerson,  Lincoln  and  H.  A. 

Fitzgerald,  Mrs.  Margaret. 

Brookings,  A,  I. 
Howe,  George. 


No.  Owner. 

214  Quimby,  Alicia  O. 

215 

216 

217 

218  Jackson,  Frank  A. 

219  Skillings,  D.  N. 

220  Skillings,  D.  N. 

221  Skillings,  D.  N. 

222  Skillings,  D.  N. 
223* 

224* 
225* 
226* 

227  Skillings,  D.  N. 

228  Brown,  Henry  T. 

229  Metcalf,  Ellen  E. 

230  Dunham,  C.  II. 

231  McDonald,  .lames. 

232  Davenport,  Charles. 
233 

234 

235  Brackett,  Walter  F. 

236  Sutcliff,  ilatthew. 

237  Tenney,  Thomas  P. 

238  Lindley,  Lucy  W. 

239  Puchardson,  S.  S. 

240  Kallock,  Robert. 

241  I'artridge,  A.  C. 

242  Cate,  Nathaniel  H. 

243  Cheney,  Alfred. 

244  Chaloner,  B.  C. 

245  Bell,  Aaron  C. 
246 

247  Blaisdell,  Albert. 

248  Church,  Sarah  F. 

249  Fletcher,  Asa. 

250  Twombly,  Eliza  D. 

251  Cook,  Asenath. 

252  Whitney,  .Joel. 

253  AVhite,  Samuel  B. 

254  Steele,  M.  M. 

255  Steele,  M.  M. 
256* 
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No.  Owner. 

257*  . 

258* 

259* 

260* 

261* 

262 

263 

264 

265  Shattuck,  Mrs.  G.  W. 

266* 

267* 

268* 

269* 

270* 

271* 

272* 

273* 

274* 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280  Elder,  Samuel  J. 

281 

282  Eustis,  George  H. 

283  Eldridge,  J.  L. 

284  Parker,  Edmund. 

285  Phelps,  Esther  A. 

286  Lawson,  William. 
287* 

288  Fletcher,  Parker. 

289  Mace,  Daniel. 

290  Baker,  K,  W. 

291  Taylor.  Alvin. 

292  Shattuck,  AVilliam  W. 

293  Hatch,  Ira  G. 

294  Kenworthy,  Wm. 
295 

296 

297  Ward,  Salem  T. 

298  Noweli,  Joseph  S. 
299 


No. 

300 
301 
302 
303 
304 
305 
30(5 
307 
308 
309 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 

315 
316 
317 
318 
319 
320 
321 
322 
323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
328 
329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 


Owner, 


Crawford,  IJobert. 
Saxton,  1).  II. 


Sharon,  Mary  Ann. 
Pratt,  Obett,  Jr. 
Sharon,  Joseph  D. 
(1-2)  Sanborn,  Frederic  B. 
(1-2)  Sharon,  Eliza  M. 
I'fttterson,  Leonard. 
Fawcett,  Amos. 
Carr,  John. 


.Tohnson,  Josephus. 

White,  ('has.  S. 

Clapp,  James. 

Steele,  S.  G.,  and  A.  Clapp. 

Holton,  Samuel  S. 

Ilolton,  Samuel  S. 

Goddard,  Charles. 

Clapp,  Maria  B.  and  Kuth  H. 

Lyman,  Annie. 

Curry,  E.  A. 


Hay  ward,  A.  H. 

IMchardson.  .John  S. 
Stone,  Joseph. 
Stone,  Joseph. 
Holton,  Lemuel. 
Clark,  flonathan. 
Farnhain,  Mrs.  Sam'l  T. 
Coates,  John  II. 
Pratt,  William. 
Black,  Palmer  J. 
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No. 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 
356 
357 
358 
359 
360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
370 
371 
372 
373 
374 
375 
376 
377 
378 
379 
380 
381 
382 
383 
384 


Owner. 
Danforth,  M.  G. 
Shannon.  Cordelia. 

Kusaek,  Thos.  W. 
Beattee,  William. 
Hunnewell,  Joseph. 
Pearson,  J.  W. 
Maxwell,  Nath'l  R. 
Chapman,  Abner. 
Cheney,  Aivin. 
Pierce,  Sew  all  W. 
Nowell,  Horace. 
Lunt,  J.  C. 
Scribner,  A.  P. 
Shepard,  Henry  M. 
Makee,  James. 
Dewey,  F.  F. 
Burnham,  IMchard. 
Rand,  William  M. 
Collamore.  Theodore. 
Storey,  John. 
Hutchinson,  Thos.  O. 
Bailey,  Leonard. 
Bridge,  James. 
Weir.  Henry. 
Brook,  Simon  O. 
Law,  Thomas  T. 


Purington,  Joseph. 
Stone,  Asa  L. 
Spinney,  Mary  A. 
Newman,  Wm. 
Locke,  Oliver  J. 
Stanton,  H.  K. 
Richardson,  Samuel. 
Richardson,  Samuel. 
Stanton,  Jacob  C. 
Chisholm,  Francis. 
Symmes,  Nancy. 


No. 
385 
386 
387 
388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
395 
396 
397 
398 
399 
400 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
407 
408 

409 
410 
411 
412 
418 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
425 
426 


Oivner. 

Symmes.  Horatio. 
Bancroft,  Cyrus. 

Richardson,  William. 
Parker,  E.,  and  T.  Collins. 


Kendall,  Samuel. 
Butler,  Maj.  Geo. 
JUitler,  Maj.  Geo. 
Butler,  Maj.  Geo. 
Spicer,  Capt.  W.  F. 
Butler,  Maj.  Geo. 
Butler,  Maj.  Geo. 
Butler,  Maj.  Geo. 
Parker,  Harrison. 
Hatch,  Horace. 


Wetherbee,  Ariel. 
Chapin,  Dr.  Alonzo. 
(1-2)  Jaquith,  Nathan. 
(1-2)  Richardson,  John  A. 
Roberts,  John  C. 
Johnson,  Artemas  N. 
Brown,  Charles. 


McElliney,  Andrew. 
Rowe,  Alonzo  E. 

Mason,  John  C. 
Norton,  Alfred. 
Abrahams,  Benj. 
Johnson,  Seth. 
Hunt,  A.  D. 
Gilson,  John. 
Hawes,  R.  C.  and  D.  W. 
Griswold,  Matthew. 
Lowe,  W.  W. 
Blaisdell,  Albert. 
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No.  Owner. 

427  Godder,  Louis. 

428 

429** 

430** 

431** 

432** 

433** 

434** 

435** 

436** 

437** 

438** 

439** 

440** 

442** 
443** 
444** 

445** 

446  Crozier,  Mrs.  Mary. 

447  Metcalf .  Robert  C. 


No.  Owner. 

448  Cutter,  Charles  A. 

449  McConville,  Joseph, 

450  Whitten,  Henry  C. 

451  Stratton,  George  G. 

452  Vinton,  Alfred  C. 

453  Sharon,  John  S. 

454  Kinney,  Geo.  C. 

455  Pressey,  Charles. 

456  Wyrnan,  Wm.  A. 

457  Johnson,  James  C. 

458  Swan,  P.  W. 

459  Wilder,  Salem. 

460  Cole,  J.  Foxcroft. 

461  MoLellan,  Helen  L. 

462  Eedfern,  Charles  E. 

463  Snow,  Caroline  F. 
464** 

465** 

466  Chase,  Mrs.  Ann  C. 

467** 

468** 


Very  many  of  the  unsold  lots  are  on  ledges  of  hard  stone 
and  cannot  be  used  for  interments. 

The  records  of  the  Cemetery  Committee  show  that  there 
have  been  910  bodies  interred. 

On  March  27,  1876,  the  town  voted  to  accept  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  whereby  "  any  person  holding,  occupying,  or 
interested  in  any  lot  in  the  public  burying  ground,  may 
deposit  with  the  Treasurer"'  of  the  town  "any  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  -1500,  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  lot."  The 
town  voted  that  the  sum  should  not  be  less  than  f|100,  or  more 
than  $500,  and  that  the  amount  deposited  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Cemetery  Committee. 


LIST  OF  PERMANENT  FUNDS   FOR  CARE    OF  LOTS. 

Lot  No.  118,  Josiah  Walker  and  C.  N.  Cram,  deposited 
February  25,  1878,  1200. 

Lot  No.  160,  Sarah  D.  L.  Bond,  heir  of  S.  E.  Bond,  depos- 
ited July  10,  1878,  -1100. 
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Lot  No.  148,  Anil  A.  Kelsey,  deposited  July  16, 1879,  f^lSO. 

Lots  Nos.  183  and  184,  Stephen  Cutter,  deposited  October 
23, 1879,  $200. 

Lots  Nos.  51  and  52,  Estate  of  Josiah  F.  Stone,  deposited 
March  24,  1881,  1200. 

Lot   No    251,  Mrs.  Asenath  Cook,  deposited   August  24, 

1881,  1100. 

Lots  Nos.  45  and  B,  Thomas  F.  West,  deposited  December 
21,  1881,  ilOO. 

Lot.   No.  8,  Estate  of  Philip  Kelley,  deposited    May  16, 

1882,  $100. 

Lot  No.  461,  Helen  L.  McLellan,  deposited  April  21, 1882, 
$100. 

Lot   No.  146,  Oliver  J.  Locke,  deposited   September   15, 

1883,  $100. 

Lot  No.  382,  Nancy  S.  Howe,  deposited  July  2, 1884,  $200. 

Lot  No.  13,  John  and  William  B.  Symmes,  deposited 
December  13,  1884,  $100. 

Lots  Nos.  101  and  102,  Estate  of  Betsy  C.  Symmes,  depos- 
ited January  12,  1885,  $100. 

LIST  OF  PERSONS  WHO   HAVE   SERVED   ON   THE 
CEMETERY  COMMITTEE. 


First  Year 
of  Service. 

NAMES. 

No.  of 
Years. 

1S51 

John  A.  Bolles,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1854. 

4 

1851 

Charles  Kimball,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1854, 
1857,  1858,  1859,  1860. 

1855, 

1856, 

10 

18.51 

Marshall  Wyinan,  1851. 

1 

1851 

Harrison  Parker,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1854, 
1857. 

1855, 

1856, 

7 

1851 

Gardner  Symmes,  1851,  1855,  185G,  1857, 
1860. 

1858, 

1859, 

1851 

Charles  Russell,  1851. 

1851 

Loring  Emerson,  1851. 

1851 

Nathan  B.  Johnson.  1851. 

1851 

Charles  Goddard,  1851. 

Hii^tory  of  Wildivood  Cemetery. 
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First  Year 
of  Service. 

NAMES. 

No.  of 
Years. 

1851 
1852 

1858 
18G1 

.1801 

18G1 

1803 

1872 

187G 
1S7G 

1878 

1879 

1881 
1882 
1883 

Aarou  D.  Weld,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1851,  1855,  185G, 

1857,  1858,  18.59,  18G0,  1861.  18G2. 

Oliver  R.  Clark.  1852,  18.53.  1854,  1855,  lS5fi,  1857, 

1858,  1859,  1860,  1861,  1S62,  1863,  1864,  1865,  1866, 
1867,  1868.  1869,  1870,  1871. 

James  A.  Woodbury,  1858,  1859,  1860. 

S.  T.  Sanborn.  1861,  1862,  1863,  1864.  1865,  1866, 

1867,  1868,  1869,  1870.  1871,  1872,  1873,  1874,  1875, 

1876.  1877,  1878.  1879, 1880. 
Luther  R.  Symmes,  1861,  1862,  1863,  1864,  1865, 

1866,  1867,  1868,  1869.  1870,  1871,  1872,  1873.  1874, 
1875. 

H.  K.  Stanton,  1861,  1862,  1863,  1864,  1865,  1866, 

1867,  1868,  1869,  1870.  1871,  1872,  1873,  1874,  1875, 
1876,  1877. 

Stephen  Tboni])Son,  1863,  1864,  1865,  1866,  18G7. 

1868,  1869,  1870,  1871.  1872,  1873,  1874,  1875. 
Mial  (Bushman,  1872,  1873,  1874.  1875,  1876,  1877, 

1878,  1880. 
Abijah  Thompson,  1876,  1877,  1878,  1879,  1880, 1881. 
George  P.  Brown.  1876, 1877,  1878,  1879,  1880,  1881. 

1882. 
Henry  F.  Johnson,  1878,  1879,  1881,  1882.  1883, 

1884. 
George  G.  Stratton,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883. 

1884. 
Henry  A.  Emerson,  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884. 
Charles  E.  Redfern,  1882,  1883,  1884. 
David  O.  Blanehard,  1883,  1884. 

12 

20 
.-} 

20 

15 

17 

13 

8 
6 

7 

6 

6 
4 
3 
2 

HENRY   F.  JOHNSON. 


Winchester,  February  14,  1885. 
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TABLE   SHOWING  DATE   OF  HIGH  AND  LOW  WATER  MARK 
IN   EACH   YEAR  SINCE   1875. 


Stopped 

Lowest  point. 

Commenced 

Below  overflow. 

Time  from 

running  over 

ruunin 

g 

lowest  point 

at  wasteway. 

Date.      Ft.  In. 

over. 

Number  of  days. 

until  full  again. 

June  1,          1875 

Oct.      1 

2    1 

Feb.  15, 

1876 

260 

138      • 

Mayl,           1876 

Nov.     1 

3    2 

Jan.  10, 

1877 

255 

71 

June  1,          1877 

Oct.      4 

3  10 

Dec.  4, 

1878 

187 

61 

May  15,          1878 

Oct.      3 

4  10| 

Jan.  15, 

1879 

245 

104 

June  10,         1879 

Sept.  17 

3     7 

Jan.  30, 

1880 

234 

135 

June  2,          1880 

Sept.  28 

3  10 

Jan.  30, 

1881 

242 

124 

May  2,           1881 

Oct.    30 

5    2 

Feb.  16, 

1882 

290 

109 

June  13,        1882 

Sept.    2 

4    6 

April  24, 

1883 

315 

234 

May  28,          1883 

Dec.    18 

6    7 

Feb.  28, 

1884 

276 

72 

May  29,         1884 

Nov.  23 

3    6 

Feb.  18, 

1885 

265 

87 

WILLIAM   T.    DOTTEN. 


RECORD  OF  RAINFALL  IN  THIS  VICINITY. 


Yr. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

1875 

3.24 

3.62 

5.76 

4.46 

3.89 

7.73 

3.84 

3.50 

3.32 

5.06 

5.62 

0.97 

.51.01 

1876 

1.625 

3.67 

8.72 

4.37 

2.83 

1.09 

8.675 

0.865 

4.49 

1.905 

6.64 

2.12 

47.00 

1877 

3.065 

0.765 

6.72 

3.445 

3.17 

1.69 

2.30 

5.94 

0.39 

7.61 

7.11 

0.89 

43.09 

1878 

5.67 

5.72 

3.86 

5.69 

0.69 

2.67 

3.66 

7.57 

3.12 

4.76 

5.61 

4.65 

.53.67 

1879 

1.82 

2.73 

3.52 

4.645 

1.86 

3.985 

2.385 

5.485 

1.60 

0.765 

2.765 

3.74 

35.30 

1880 

2.615 

4.23 

2.49 

2.18 

2.02 

1.49 

7.235 

3.635 

1.425 

2.695 

1.905 

2.50 

34.42 

1881 

6.325 

3.05 

4.49 

1..54 

2.595 

6.52 

2.S1i 

0.57 

2.025 

1.185 

3.145 

3.385 

37.75 

188'^ 

3.93 

6.39 

2.66 

2.13 

4.58 

2.06 

2.77 

1.05 

8.45 

1.45 

1.76 

2.26 

38  89 

1883 

2.29 

3.16 

2.17 

2.42 

3.60 

1.62 

2.54 

0.85 

1.44 

4.20 

1.98 

3.36 

29.63 

1884 

5.04 

4.97 

4.30 

3.12 

3.00 

2.05 

3.41 

5.07 

1.28 

2.51 

1.98 

4.69 

41.42 

LUTHER  R.    SYMMES. 
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WINCHESTER   INCORPORATED. 

The  first  public  movement  in  regard  to  a  new  town 
was  made  November  26,  1849,  when  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  South  Woburn  and  vicinity  was  held  in 
the  vestry  of  the  Congregational  Church,  "  to  take 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  petitioning  the  Legis- 
lature for  an  Act  of  Incorporation  into  a  separate  town, 
or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same." 

John  A.  Bolles,  Esq.,  was  moderator.  A  committee 
was  appointed  from  the  various  sections  of  the  proposed 
town  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  propriety  and 
practicability  of  a  separate  town  organization. 

December  3,  1849,  the  committee  reported  favorably. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
draft  a  petition  to  the  Legislature. 

December  7,  1849,  the  committee  reported  the  draft 
of  a  petition,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  obtain  signers  thereto.  Messrs.  S.  S. 
Richardson,  Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  John  A.  Bolles  were 
chosen  to  present  the  same  to  the  Legislature. 

December  24,  1849,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
select  a  name  for  the  town  and  insert  the  same  in  the 
petition,  which  had  received  176  names. 

A  great  deal  of  difficulty  was  experienced  in  agreeing 
upon  a  name,  but  the  committee  finally  decided  upon 
calling  the  town  "  Winchester,"  because  it  was  intimated 
that  by  so  doing  it  would  probably  receive  a  handsomfe 
donation  from  Colonel  W.  P.  Winchester. 

The  petition  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  Janu^ 
ary  19,  1850,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Towns. 
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While  it  was  pending,  remonstrances  were  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  said  committee,  from  Luke  Wyman 
and  eighty-nine  others  of  West  Caml)ridge ;  from  Dana 
Fay  and  fifty-three  others  of  Woburn  ;  from  John 
Symmes  and  nine  others  of  Medford ;  also  the  Select- 
men and  ninety-three  others  of  Medford. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Woburn,  February  7, 
1850,  it  was  "voted  that  the  town  is  willing  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be  granted  on  just  and 
equitable  terms,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  a  committee 
from  each  part  of  the  town." 

After  a  protracted  hearing  before  the  committee  of 
the  Legislature,  at  which  the  petition  was  strongly 
opposed,  a  bill  was  reported. 

Divers  additional  petitions  and  remonstrances  in 
regard  to  this  matter  were  introduced  and  laid  upon 
the  table  after  the  bill  was  reported,  — "  And  there 
probably  never  has  been  a  case  of  the  kind  accompanied 
by  such  constant,  earnest,  and  wholesale  lobbying." 

The  bill  passed  both  branches  and  was  signed  l)y  the 
Governor,  April  30,  1850. 

May  7,  1850,  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  and 
officers  chosen. 

EDWIN   A.    WADLEIGH. 
Winchester,  March  3, 1885. 
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A   LIST   OF   THE   SELECTMEN   OF  THE  TOWN. 

I'KEl'AUEl)  m'  ALBERT  AYEK,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  names  of  the  select- 
men first  chosen  and  their  successors,  to  the  present 
time,  with  the  dates  of  their  first  election  and  subse- 
quent elections  against  each  name. 

ISoO.  Natlian  Brooks  Johnson.     1S51. 

ISoO.  Loiing  Emerson.     1851. 

1850.  Charles  Mclntire.     1851,1852. 

1852.  Asa  Locke,     185;J. 

1852.  Gardner  Syninies.     1853. 

1853.  Aaron  I).  AVeld.     1857,  1860. 

1854.  Charles  Kimball.     1855,  1856,  1859. 
1854.  Nathaniel  A.  IJichardson.     1855. 

1854.  Oliver  Richardson  Clark.     1855,  1S5G,  1857,  1863.  1864.  1865,  1866, 

1867.  1868. 

1856.  Luther  Richardson  Symmes.     1857, 1858. 

1858.  Cephas  Church.     1859,  1862. 

18.-)8.  Samuel  W.  Rice.     1859. 

1860.  Sherburn  T.  Sanborn.     1861. 

1860.  Wallace  Whiting.     1861. 

1861.  Thomas  Rrentiss  Ayer.     1862. 

1862.  Hatevil  K.  Stanton.     1868,  1873. 

1863.  Josiah  Franklin  Stone.     1864,  1871,  1872.  1875,  1876,  1878. 

1864.  David  Nelson  Skillings.     1865.  1866. 
1867.  John  T.  Manny.     1868,  1869,  1870. 
1869.  John  C.  Mason.     1870,1871. 

1871.  Daniel  Wyman  Locke.     1872,  1873,  1877,  1878. 

1872.  John  Reed  Cobb. 

1873.  John  T.  Wilson. 

1874.  Samuel  S.  Holton.     1875,  1S76. 

1374.  Albert  Ayer.     1875,  1876,  1877,  1878,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883, 

1884. 

1874.  Henry  A.  Emerson. 

1874.  Asa  Fletcher. 

1874.  Robert  (  owdery. 

1877.  Warren  Johnson.     1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884. 

1879.  Charles  Harrison  Dunham.     1880,  1881,  1882. 

1883.  Henry  C.  Miller.     1884. 

Winchester,  February  10,  1885. 
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THE   FORTNIGHTLY. 

The  first  active  movement  which  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  this  society  was  made  by  a  few  women  who, 
when  the  right  was  granted  by  the  Legishiture,  liad 
qnalified  themselves  to  vote  in  the  town  elections  for 
members  of  the  School  Committee. 

As  soon  as  they  began  to  exercise  this  privilege  and, 
consequently,  to  think  more  than  before  about  the  con- 
duct of  the  schools  and  what  it  was  possible  to  do  for 
their  improvement,  they  felt  the  need  of  some  associa- 
tion whereby  work  in  this  direction  could  be  facilitated, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1881  held  several  meetings  to  con- 
sider the  project  of  forming  a  School  Suffrage,  or  per- 
haps a  general  Woman  Suffrage  Society. 

Meanwhile,  other  thoughtful  women,  not  interested 
in  woman  suffrage,  but  moved  by  the  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion and  mutual  help,  which  so  animates  society  at  the 
present  time,  were  earnestly  desiring  a  union  for 
thought  and  self-improvement,  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  social,  intellectual,  and   benevolent  purposes. 

After  much  consideration,  it  was  decided  by  those 
who  had  called  the  above-named  meetings,  that  "  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,"  which  was  the 
hearty  desire  of  all,  was  promised  by  an  association  in 
which  all  could  join  who  desired  the  progress  of 
women  and  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
community. 

Accordingly,  a  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1881,  "  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Women's 
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Club  for  Mutual  Improvement,"  at  which  twenty-two 
ladies  were  present. 

At  a  second  meeting,  held  on  December  27,  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  and  officers  chosen,  and  with  the 
new  year  "  The  Fortnightly  "  began  its  work. 

The  meetings  of  The  Fortnightly  were  held  during 
the  first  year  in  the  parlors  connected  with  Harmony 
Hall,  but  since  February,  1883,  the  large  hall  has  been 
occupied.  The  regular  meetings  occur  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Mondays  of  each  month,  from  October  to 
May  inclusive. 

At  each  meeting  half  an  hour  is  given  to  business, 
admission  of  new  members,  reports  of  conmiittees,  sug- 
gestions for  work,  and  consultation  upon  matters  of 
general  interest.  From  half-past  three  the  chairman 
of  the  special  committee  for  the  afternoon  conducts  the 
meeting.  The  subject  chosen  is  usually  presented  by 
means  of  an  essay  or  address,  which  is  often  followed 
by  a  discussion  or  conversation  in  which  all  are  desired 
to  participate.  The  meetings  have  been  frequently 
addressed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen  from  out  of  town, 
several  times  by  gentlemen  of  Winchester,  and  for 
many  of  the  afternoons  the  ladies  of  the  club  have  pre- 
pared original  papers  or  interesting  selections. 

The  wide  range  of  the  topics  which  have  thus  come 
before  the  meetings  is  shown  by  the  appended  list. 

It  has  been  from  the  first  one  aim  of  this  society  to 
make  itself  felt  as  a  source  of  active  good  in  the  com- 
munity. With  this  end  in  view  it  has  from  time  to 
time  appointed  committees  to  co-operate  with  The  Win- 
chester Union,  The  Law  and  Order  League,  and  The 
Village  Improvement  Society. 
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In  the  spring  of  1884,  at  the  request  of  the  trustees 
of  the  public  library,  a  committee  of  five  from  The 
Fortnightly  was  chosen  to  help  in  selecting  books  for 
the  library,  especial]}^  in  the  departments  of  fiction  and 
juveniles.  In  the  fall  this  committee  was  increased  to 
ten,  two  being  gentlemen  chosen  Ijy  ladies. 

In  the  summer  of  1884  the  society  assumed  the  care 
of  furnishing  a  table  with  home-made  jellies,  preserves, 
and  pickles,  for  the  fair  to  be  held  in  Boston,  in  Decem- 
ber, in  aid  of  the  New  England  Hospital  for  Women 
and  Children.  Solicited  by  members  of  The  Fort- 
nightly, the  people  of  the  town  contributed  generously, 
and  the  table  was  a  substantial  help  to  the  fair. 

The  movement  to  establish  the  evening  school,  which 
has  been  such  an  undoubted  success  in  town  the  past 
winter,  was  inaugurated  by  The  Fortnightly,  and  the 
school  was  carried  on  under  the  care  of  a  committee  of 
its  ladies,  heartily  aided  by  the  School  Committee  and 
other  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

An  earnest  effort  has  been  lately  made  by  this  society 
to  have  drawing  and  sewing  taught  in  the  schools  of 
the  town  ;  petitions,  numerously  signed  by  the  parents, 
asking  for  the  introduction  of  sewing,  have  been 
presented  to  the  School  Committee. 

In  March,  1882,  an  interesting  course  of  four  lectures, 
upon  Chemistry,  was  given  at  Harmony  Hall,  by  Mr. 
Isaac  J.  Osbun,  of  Salem,  under  the  auspices  of  The 
Fortnightly.  The  subjects  were :  "  A  lump  of  salt," 
"  A  pound  of  sugar,"  "  A  loaf  of  bread,"  ''  A  cup  of 
tea." 

Once    each   year   The    Fortnightly    has    invited    its 
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friends  to  a  social  entertainment ;  in  October,  1882, 
and  November,  1884,  to  tea-parties  in  Harmony  Hall, 
and  in  October,  1883,  to  a  reception  held  at  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Rand,  to  welcome  home  its  President,  Mrs. 
Winsor,  after  her  visit  to  England.  Another  social 
meeting  is  preparing  for  April,  1885. 

That  the  time  was  ripe  for  this  organization  seems 
to  have  been  amply  proved  by  the  constantly  increas- 
ing membership,  by  the  unflagging  interest  shown  by 
its  members,  and  by  the  cordial  recognition  given  The 
Fortnightly  by  other  associations  in  town. 

Quite  as  true  now  as  at  the  time  it  was  written  is 
the  following  extract  from  the  first  annual  report  of 
The  Fortnightly,  made  by  the  Secretary  in  June, 
1883:  — 

"  To  all  interested  in  the  existence  of  our  organiza- 
tion and  consequently  in  its  continuance  and  prosperity, 
it  must  be  a  gratification  to  know  that  harmony  and 
good  feeling  have  at  all  times  prevailed,  not  only  in 
the  public  meetings  of  the  club,  but  in  the  private 
councils  of  the  Board  of  Management.  No  circumstance 
gives  better  guaranty  for  the  future  life  of  The  Fort- 
nightly than  this  :  that  in  spite  of  the  many  shades  of 
opinion  which  are  here  represented  on  politics,  religion, 
and  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  no  personal  predi- 
lections have  ever  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  the 
harmonious  and  united  action  of  its  members." 

OFFICERS   FOR    1882-83. 

Mrs.  Annie  B.  Winsor,  President ;  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Rand,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  M.  F.  B.  Shepley,  Secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  Annette  M.  Hall,  Treasurer. 
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Directors :  Mrs.  Pleasantine  C.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Ella  W. 
Gray,  Mrs.  G.  S.  Littlefield,  Mrs.  Inez  M.  Holconibe, 
Mrs.  Martha  S.  Metcalf. 

STANDING    COMJIITTEES. 

Finance:  Mrs.  Hall,  Mrs.  Folsom,  Mrs.  Mason. 

Literature  :  Mrs.  Holconibe,  Mrs.  Manny,  Miss  Bald- 
win. 

Social  Science:  Mrs.  Metcalf.  Mrs.  Parkliurst,  Mrs. 
Pierce. 

Education  :  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Pressey,  Mrs.  Twombly. 

Domestic  Economy :  Mrs.  Gray,  Mrs.  Wells,  Mrs. 
Thompson. 

Art :  Mrs.  Rand,  Mrs.  Sergeant,  Mrs.  Webb. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Finance  Committee  were  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Gamaliel  Bradford,  of  Cambridge,  upon 
the  subject  of  Money ;  Mr.  C.  B.  Patten,  of  Boston, 
upon  Banks  and  Bank  Defalcations ;  Mrs.  Mason  and 
Mrs.  Winsor  read  selected  articles  upon  Finance  in  the 
unexpected  absence  of  Mr.  Billings,  of  Boston,  who  was 
to  have  spoken  upon  Banks  and  Banking. 

Literature  ConDjnttee  :  The  Literature  of  the  Age  of 
Queen  Anne,  papers  prepared  by  Mrs.  Merrill,  Mrs. 
Manny,  Mrs.  Holcombe,  and  Mrs.  Folsom ;  American 
Literature,  essay  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn,  of  Concord  ; 
American  Literature  of  the  Colonial  Period,  papers 
prepared  by  Mrs.  Swett,  Mrs.  Folsom,  Mrs.  Pressey, 
Mrs.  Seymour,  Mrs.  Metcalf ;  Newspaper  Literature  for 
Children,  an  essay  by  Miss  Sprague,  of  Boston ;  Life 
and  Writings  of  Marcus  Aurelius  Antonius,  an  essay  by 
Rev.  Theo.  C.  Williams. 
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Social  Science  Coininittee :  The  Dangers  besetting 
Young  Girls,  an  address  by  Mrs.  Lamson  ;  Coffee 
Houses,  a  talk  by  Mr.  Charles  Ware,  of  Boston,  paper 
by  Mrs.  Twombly,  and  a  story  by  Mrs.  Winsor;  Tem- 
perance, a  paper  by  Mrs.  Gregory  and  short  address 
by  Mrs.  Leavitt ;  Social  Usefulness  of  Woman,  address 
by  Mr.  Ward ;  Special  Avenues  of  Social  Usefulness, 
Rev.  Julius  H.  Ward. 

Education  Commitlce :  The  Public  Instruction  of  our 
Children,  an  address  by  Mr.  Hubljard,  of  t-he  State 
Board  of  Education ;  The  Industrial  Education  of 
Girls,  an  address  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Diaz,  of  Boston  ;  Is  it 
Expedient  to  open  the  Higher  Institutions  of  Learning 
to  Women  ?  an  address  by  Miss  Mary  Eastman,  of 
Tewksbury  ;  Does  Physical  Culture  enter  largely  enough 
into  the  Education  of  our  Childi-en  ?  papers  by  Mrs. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Blood,  Mrs.  Brackett,  Mrs.  Holbrook,  Mrs. 
Mason,  Mrs.  Parkhurst,  Mrs.  Webber,  and  selections 
read  by  other  ladies. 

Domestic  Economy  Committee :  Woman's  Duties  at 
Home,  a  paper  by  Mrs.  E.  F.  Gray ;  The  Training  of 
Boys  ;  The  Development  of  Cliaracter  in  Schools,  an 
address  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Diaz ;  Domestic  Problems,  selec- 
tions read  by  Mrs.  Wells  and  Mrs.  Gray. 

Art  Com7uittee  :  Kerami(3  Art,  papers  by  Mrs.  Rand 
and  Mrs.  Sergeant;  reading  and  singing  by  Miss 
Wilder  and  Mrs.  Robinson  ;  specimens  of  Keramic  Art, 
both  American  and  foreign,  were  exhibited  ;  A  Con- 
tinuation of  Keramic  Art,  with  more  specimens,  and 
papers  by*  Mr.  Rogers,  Mrs.  Webb,  and  Mrs.  Nowell  ; 
Wood -engraving,    papers    by    Miss    Wilder    and    Mrs. 
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Elder ;  Life  and  Works  of  Michael  Angelo,  papers  by 

Mrs.     Kiiigsley,  Mrs.    Langley,    and     Mrs.    Gregory  ; 

engravings    and  photographs    in    illustration    of    the 
subject. 

OFFICEKS    FOR    1883-84. 

Mrs.  Annie  B.  Winsor,  President ;  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Rand,  Vice-President ;  Mrs.  Catherine  A.  Folsoni,  Secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Wells,  Treasurer. 

Directors:  Mrs.  P.  C.  Wilson,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Metcalf, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Gregory,  Mrs.  A.  N.  H.  Webber,  Mrs.  M.  F. 
B.  Shepley. 

STANDING    C0M:\UTTKES. 

Education :  Mrs.  R.  C.  Metcalf,  Mrs.  Joy,  Mrs.  Park- 
hurst. 

Social  Science:  Mrs.  Gregory,  Mrs.  Seymour,  Mrs. 
Skillings. 

Art :  Mrs.  Rand,  Mrs.  Sergeant,  Mrs.  Webb. 

Finance  :  Mrs.  Wells,  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Piei-ce. 

Literature :  Mrs.  Shepley,  Mrs.  Kingsley,  Miss 
Wilder. 

Domestic  Economy  :  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Gray,  Mrs. 
Twombly. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Education  Committee  were 
addressed  by  Miss  H3'de,  of  Franiingham,  upon  The 
Development  of  Character  in  Schools;  by  Mrs.  Walton, 
of  Newton,  upon  Education  of  the  Indians ;  by  Mrs. 
Carroll,  of  West  Newton,  upon  Education  of  the 
Feeble-Minded. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Social  Science  Commitlee  were 
addressed   by  Mrs.    Sawyer,  of    Jamaica    Plain,    upon 
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Opportunities  for  Culture ;  by  Mi-s.  Spaulding,  of  Plast 
Boston,  upon  Intemperance ;  by  Miss  Abby  W.  May, 
of  Boston,  upon  Woman's  Work  and  Responsibilities  in 
Connection  with  Public  Schools. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Art  Committee  were  addressed 
by  Mr.  George  D.  Rand,  upon  Development  in  Domes- 
tic Architecture  (illustrated) ;  by  Mr.  Rand,  upon 
Stones  of  the  Parthenon  (illustrated);  by  Mrs.  Winsor, 
upon  English  Cathedrals  (illustrated  by  diagrams  and 
photographs)  ;  and  by  Miss  Parsons,  upon  Church 
Architecture    (with   drawings). 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Literature  Committee  w^ere 
addressed  by  Mr.  Parker,  of  Cambridge,  upon  Plato 
and  other  Greek  Philosophers,  and  by  Professor  Siedhof , 
of  Boston,  upon  Lessing. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Domestic  Economy  Committee 
were  addressed  by  Dr.  Mary  J.  Safford,  of  Boston,  upon 
Economy  of  Time  in  Domestic  Life,  and  by  Miss  May- 
nard,  of  the  Boston  Cooking  School,  upon  Domestic 
Cooking. 

Meetings  in  charge  of  Finance  Committee  were 
addressed  by  Mr.  White,  of  Danvers,  upon  Civil  Service, 
and  by  Mrs.  Wells  and  Mrs.  Pierce,  upon  Finance  in 
its  Bearing  upon  Poverty. 

OFFICERS    FOR    1881-85. 

Mrs.  Annie  B.  Winsor,  President;  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Coit,  Vice-President ;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Folsom,  Secretary  ; 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Rand,  Treasurer. 

Directors:  Mrs.  C.  K.  Swett,  Mrs.  L.  Y.  Pierce, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Seymour,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Pressey,  Miss  N.  B. 
Harrington,  Miss  S.  M.  Nowell. 
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STANDINC;     COMMITTEKS. 

Llternhrre  :  Mrs.  Swett,  Mrs.  Davis,  Mrs.  McKoiizie. 

DomeM'w  Eeonomij  :  Mrs.  Pierce,  Mrs.  Mason,  Mrs. 
Parkhurst. 

Eduention :  Miss  Harrington,  Mrs.  Gregory,  Mrs. 
S.  U.  Thompson. 

Social  Science :  Miss  Nowell,  Miss  Baldwin,  Mrs. 
McCall. 

Arl :  Mrs.  Seymonr,  Mrs.  F.  F.  Parlver,  Miss  Parsons. 

History  and  Travel:  Mrs.  Coit,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Tlionipson, 
Mrs.  Manny. 

Current  Events  :  Mrs.  Pressey,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Sliepard, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Holbrook. 

Finance :  Mrs.  Rand,  Miss  Wilder,  Mrs.  Gray. 

TAterature  Committee  :  The  Literature  of  the  Eliza- 
bethan Period,  papers  by  Mrs.  Davis,  Mrs.  Holbrook, 
and  Mrs.  McKenzie,  and  recitations  from  Shakespeare 
by  Mrs.  Gregor}^  ;  Conversation  and  Conversationists, 
an  essay  by  Rev.  Dr.  McKenzie. 

Domestic  Economy  Committee :  Health  as  a  Brancli 
of  Flousehold  Economy,  an  address  by  Dr.  F.  Winsor  ; 
Corals,  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Van  Vleck,  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity (illustrated  by  specimens  and  diagrams). 

?Jducation  Committee :  Industrial  Education,  papers 
by  Mrs.  Gregory  and  Mrs.  Brackett  (with  specimens  of 
sewing  and  carpentering  done  by  school  children)  ;  Man- 
ual Training  in  connection  with  the  Public  Schools,  an 
address  by  Mr.  D.  B.  Hagar,  of  the  Salem  Normal 
School. 

Social  Science  Committee :  Free  Trade,  addresses  by 
Mr.  W.  L.  Garrison,  of  Boston,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dupee  ; 


102  The  Winchester  Becord. 

Woman  Suffrage,  an  address  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Stone,  of 
Boston. 

Art  Conimittee:  Selections  read  by  Mrs.  Winsor, 
upon  Musical  Expression  and  How  to  Understand 
Music,  followed  by  a  full  programme  of  music  rendered 
upon  the  piano  by  Miss  Hamlin  and  Miss  Spicer.  A 
Description  of  tlie  Cologne  Cathedral,  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Seymour,  is  announced  for  May  meeting. 

J  li  start/  (iiul  Travel  Commit  tee  :  Mexico  :  its  History, 
Art,  and  Scenery,  a  paper  by  Mrs.  Sargeant,  and 
address  by  Mrs.  Dupee  (specimens  of  pottery  and 
needlework).  Persia,  sketch  of  its  early  history,  Mrs. 
H.  Parker.  Talk  upon  Life  in  Modern  Persia,  Mr. 
Robert  Coit,  announced  for  April. 

Current  Eoeiits  Coriimittce  :  First  meeting.  —  Papers 
by  Miss  Lord,  Mrs.  Ham,  Mrs.  Parkhurst,  and  Mrs. 
Pressey,  and  an  address  by  Mr.  Dupee.  Second  meet- 
ing.—  Papers  by  Mrs.  Langley,  Mrs.  Smith,  Mrs.  Hall, 
Mrs.  Brackett,  and  Mr.  Parkhurst. 

Finance  Committee :  The  Financial  History  of  the 
United  States,  papers  by  Mrs.  William  Twombly,  Miss 
Baldwin,   Mrs.   Rand.  Mrs.    Shepard,  and  Mrs.   Mason. 

SARAH   M.    NOWELL, 

For  Board  of  Management. 
Winchester,  March  21,  1S85. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1.  This  oioanization  shall  l)e  called  "The  Fort- 
nightly." 

Art.  2.  The  oltject  of  this  Association  is  to  become  an  organ- 
ized social  centre  for  united  thonght  and  action. 

Art.  3.  The  ollicers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  Pres- 
ident, Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  six  Directors. 
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Akt.  4.  The  olHcers  hIimII  eoiistiliitc  :i  Uoard  of  Management, 
who  sliall  have  entire  charge  of  the  affah-s  of  tlie  Association. 

AuT.  ").  To  htM'ome  a  uiemlx'r  it  is  necessary  to  be  proposed 
by  a  uuMiibcr.  to  be  accepted  by  tiie  Board  of  Managi-meiit.  to 
sign  the  Constitution,  and  pay  the  recpiired  fee. 

Akt.  (").  The  fee  for  niendxM-shii)  shall  be  one  dom.ai;  for  each 
financial  year. 

Art.  7.  Any  member  of  the  Association  may  be  removed  by 
the  written  request  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Management, 
when  in  their  judgment  the  best  interests  of  the  Association 
require  it. 

Akt.  S.  The  Board  of  Management  shall  have  the  right  to  fill 
vacancies  in  their  own  number. 

Art.  9.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  the  fourth  Monday  in 
May. 

Akt.  10.  Tlie  linanci:il  yenr  shall  begin  with  the  aiuuial 
meeting. 

Akt.  11.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  must 
be  presi'uted  to  the  Board  of  Management  and  accepted  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Association  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members 
present ;  notice  of  the  intention  to  amend  having  been  previously 
given. 

Akt.  12.  The  oliicers  of  this  Association  slmll  be  chosen 
annually. 

BY-LAWS. 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Management  shall  meet  once  a 
month. 

Sect.  2.      Six  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Sect.  3.  The  J'resident  may  call  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Management. 

Sect.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  notify  members  of  special  meet- 
ings, and  officers  of  meetings  of  th(>  Board  of  Management. 

Sect.  5.  The  presiding  ollicer  at  each  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion shall  give  notice  of  the  time  of  the  next  meeting,  and  the 
subject  to  be  considered. 

Sect.  G.  Special  meetings  may  l>e  called  by  the  President  or 
Secretary,  at  the  request  of  two  members  of  the  Board  of 
Management. 
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Sect.  7.     Meetings  sliall  lie  of  two  hours'  duration. 

Sect.  8.  Mcnil)ers  not  paying  their  annual  fee  at  or  before  the 
first  meeting  in  November  shall  no  longer  be  considered  members 
after  four  weeks'  notice  being  given  to  each  delinquent  memlier. 

Sect.  9.  Standivg  Committees. — There  sliall  lie  a  Finance 
Committee,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  linancial  duties  ;  a  Com- 
mittee on  Social  Science  ;  a  Committee  on  Art ;  a  Committee  on 
Literature ;  a  Committee  on  Education,  and  a  Committee  on 
Domestic  Economy.  Each  Committee  shall  consist  of  three 
persons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Uoard  of  Management.  The 
Chairman  of  tliese  several  Standing  Connnittees  shall  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Management. 

Sect.  10.  Any  uieml>er,  by  paying  ten  cents  each,  may  bring 
one  or  more  friends  to  any  meeting  of  the  Association,  unless  at 
a  previous  one  it  has  been  voted  to  the  contrary. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Committee,  in  turn,  to 
present  a  ]iaper  (or  an  equivalent)  for  the  benefit  and  considera- 
tion of  the  Club.  Tlie  Counuittee  sliall  be  responsible  for  the 
subject  to  be  presented,  said  subject  liaving  been  first  approved 
by  the  President. 

Sect.  Ti.  Each  Committee  may  call  upon  other  members  of 
the  Club  for  assistance,  and  they  may  also  avail  themselves  of 
any  talent  outside  the  limits  of  the  Club,  when  for  any  reason  it 
may  be  deemed  expedient  I»y  tlie  Board  of  Management. 

Sect.  13.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  be  suliject  to  tlie 
advice  and  control  of  a  majority  of  the  memliers  of  the  Club  in 
any  transaction  involving  an  expenditiu-e  of  more  than  ten 
dollars. 

Sect.  14.  Any  proposals  for  membership  shall  lie  accompanied 
by  a  written  application,  signed  by  the  person  desirous  of 
becoming  a  menil)er  of  the  Club,  which  shall  give  the  name  and 
residence,  and  express  a  willingness  to  do  what  she  can  to  help  in 
the  work  of  the  Club. 

Sect.  la.  One  Director  shall  hold  the  oJlice  of  Assistant 
Secretarv. 


The  Fortnightly.  1Q5 

LIST  OF  PAST  AND    PRESENT  MEMBEHS    OF  THE 
FORTNIGHTLY. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Abbot  (Grain)  Folsoni. 
Mrs.  Pleasantine  (Ciishman)  AVilson. 
Mrs.  Almira  Amanda  (Goffin)  Rowe. 
Mrs.  Lydia  Lucetta  (Hutcliinson)  Blood. 
Mrs.  Martha  (Stone)  Metcalf. 
Miss  Luthera  Teele. 
Mrs.  Ellen  E.  (Smith)  Manny. 
Mrs.  ]Martha  A.  (Powers)  Sharon. 
Mrs.  Clara  A.  (Brown)  Joy. 
Mrs.  Sophia  (Underwood)  Thompson. 
Mrs.  Ella  Frances  (Willard)  Giay. 
Miss  Almira  Harrington. 
Mrs.  Martha  J.  (Grossman)  Rand. 
Mrs.  Mary  Fessenden  (Barrows)  Shepley. 
Miss  Caroline  Peabody  Baldwin. 
Mrs.  L.  Elizabeth  (True)  Mason.  ' 

Miss  Esther  Frances  Wilder. 
Miss  Sarah  March  No  well. 
Mrs.  Mary  Davis  (Allen)  Nowell. 
Mrs.  Ann  Bent  (Ware)  Winsor. 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  (Tenney)  Smith. 
Mrs.  Emma  (Wilder)  Parkhurst. 
Mrs.  Mary  Maria  (Holton)  Twombly. 
Mrs.  Georgiana  (Stevens)  Littlefield. 
Mrs.  Martha  (Gale)  Webb. 
Mrs.  Annette  M.  (Hitchcock)  Hall. 
Mrs.  Inez  (Maynard)  Holcombe. 
Mrs.  Eva  Malvina  (Fuller)  Twombly. 
Mrs.  Mary  (Ghilds)  Robinson. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Patten)  Pressey. 
Mrs.  Esther  M.  (Treadwell)  Whitney. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Adelia  (Newton)  Norman 
Mrs.  N.  M.  Flagg. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Folger)  Brackett. 
Miss  Fannie  L.  Belleville. 
-Mrs.  Sara  B.  (Page)  Wilder. 
Mrs.  Marlon  (Baldwin)  Baldwin. 
Miss  Lucy  Perkins  Howard. 
Mrs.  Lynthia  J.  (Young)  Pierce. 
Mrs.  Clara  (Elhs)  Eustis. 
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Mrs.  Eleanor  St.  Barl)  (Tracj-)  Eiistis. 

Mrs.  Clementine  (Keyes)  Swett. 

Miss  Josephine  Keyes. 

Mrs.  Abbie  N.  (Hoxie)  Webber. 

Mrs.  Georgia  (Drew)  Merrill. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Munroe)  Parker. 

Mrs.  Julia  R.  (Wellington)  Holbrook. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Morrill)  Wells. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Augusta  (Brown)  Kimball. 

Mrs.  Sophia  Farnum  (Blake)  Cushlng. 

Mrs.  Marion  C.  (Wallace)  Conaut. 

Mrs.  Ella  J.  (Shaw)  Usher. 

Mrs.  Bessie  (Shepley)  Sergeant. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Fisk  (Snow)  Thompson. 

Mrs.  Ella  Maria  (Day)  Fitch. 

Mrs.  Ellen  E.  (Morse)  Metcalf. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Josephine  (Crosby)  Shattuck. 

Mrs.  Ahce  (Lowell)  Skillings. 

Mrs.  Clara  (Thayer)  Shepard. 

Mrs.  Viola  (Cole)  Paine. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lucia  (Cooke)  Kingsley. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ella  Patterson. 

Mrs.  Hannah  1.  (Littlefield)  Stoddard. 

Miss  Maria  Antoinette  Parsons. 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Eliz.  (Parker)  Palmer. 

Mrs.  Fanny  (Fletcher)  Parker. 

Miss  EHzabeth  D wight  Chapin. 

Mrs.  Lydia  M.  (Lackey)  Holbrook. 

Mrs.  Mary  Morse  Wadleigh.' 

Mrs.  Ella  J.  (Hanson)  Langley. 

Mrs.  Jean  Huldah  (Stevenson)  March. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Barker  (Dingley)  West. 

Mrs.  Carrie  H.  Locke. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Stone)  Gregory. 

Mrs.  Lora  Altine  (Woodbury)  Underhill. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Webb. 

Mrs.  Susie  Caroline  (Nason)  Bailey. 

Mrs.  Ella  B.  (Buss)  Seymour. 

Mrs.  Adaline  (Barnard)  Church. 

Airs.  Rebecca  Foster  (Merrill)  Cobb. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Emery  Marston. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  L.  Maxwell. 

Mrs.  Louise  (Claussen)  Belcher. 
1  Deceased. 


Tlie  Fortniylitlij.  jqj 


Mrs.  Ella  Esther  (Thompson)  Mc(  'all. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Eineline  (Sanderson)  Emerson. 
Mrs.  Mary  Lyman  (Chandler)  C^oit. 
Mrs.  Ada  Eudora  (Vase)  Reynolds. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Stamvood)  McKenzie. 

:Mrs.  Alice  R.  (Crosby)  Tappan. 

Mrs.  Emma  (Carter)  Symmes. 

Miss  Georgianna  Doane  flolton. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Anna  (Ireland)  Kendall 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Winn. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Webster  (Ford)  Luiit. 

Miss  Nancy  Brewer  Harrington. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Husted  (McLellan)  Redfern 

Miss  Fanny  E.  Lord. 

Mrs.  Emma  C.  (Bean)  Whitoomb. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hickey)  Brown. 

Mrs.  Harrlette  N.  (Russell)  Hawley. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Kingsbury  (Bacon)  Ham 

Mrs.  LydiaEmeline  (Kendall)  Sandeison 

Mrs.  Ednah  J.  (Sargent)  (^limby. 

Mrs.  Eliz.  Jane  (McCleary)  (Jreely. 

Mrs.  Marietta  (Coburn)  Ayer. 

Mrs.  Nellie  (Johonnott)  Kellogg. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Sophina  (Folsom)"Marsh. 

Mrs.  Harriett  Newell  (Sykes)  Mansfield. 

Mrs.  Harriet  (Burdette)  Wills 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Hadley. 

Mrs.  Lilla  (Thomas)  Elder. 

Miss  Mary  Sinclair  Spurr. 

Mrs.  Lydia  C.  (Marvin)  Lyon. 

Mrs.  Martha  (Hersey)  Gale. 

Mrs.  Alice  Landon  (Libbey)  Walbrldge. 


108 


The  Winchester  Record. 


CLIPPINGS. 


"  To-dnii  becomes  historic  to-morroio."' 


CIVIC  SOCIETIES. 

Historical  and  (Jt'iiealogical  So- 
(•iet}%  —  Meeting  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in    niontli  at    Harmony   Hall. 

Abmah  TllOMl'SON,  Pres. 

Gkoroe  Cookk,  Secietary. 

^Vln.  i^arknian,  T.odge,  F.  tt  A. 
M.  Me(!ting  second  Tuesday  in 
month.  J.  Herbert  Dwinell,  Mas- 
ter; Wm.  F.  Pitch,  Secietary. 

American  Legion  of  ITonor. 
Meeting  first  and  third  Thursday 
evenings  in  month.  Thos.  S.  Spurr 
Commander;  J.  ^V.  llichardson, 
Sei-retary. 

Knights  of  Honor  meeting  second 
and  fourth  'Thursdays  in  month. 
Dictator,  J.  I*.  Boutwell ;  Report- 
er, W.  V.  Smalley. 


Reform    Club. 
Sunday  at  4  p.m. 


]\Ieeting    every 


W.  C.  T.  U.,  meeting  second  and 
fourtli  Fridays  in  each  month. 

At  a  regular  meeting  O'Connel! 
Court,  No.  22,  M.  C.  O.  F.,  the 
following  officers  were  installed  : — 

Chief  Ranger,  J.  Bowler. 

Vice-llanger,  J.  F.  Holland. 

Treasure!-,  D.  Rooney. 

Fin.  Sec,  P.  W.  Iteardon. 

Rec.  Sec,  Charles  Wan-all. 

Senior  Con.,  L.  Lawless. 

Junior  Con.,  P.  Noonan. 

Inside  Sentinel,  P.  Foley. 


Outside  Sentinel,  M.  O.  Mealy. 

Installing  officers  being  D.  D. 
and  C.  C.  R.  James  B.  Bucklej^ 
and  IL  C.  J.  Hurley,  of  Maiden. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross —  Abajona  Commandery,  No. 
2-23,  Winchestei-,  Mass. 

D.  W.  Dunton,  N.  C. 

H.  W.  Hight.  K.  R. 
Regular  meetings,  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  in  every  month. 

Winchester  Milage  Improve- 
ment Association. 

President,  S.  W.  Twombly. 

Secretary,  E.  A.  Smith. 

Treasurer,  C.  F.  Ijunt. 
Annual  meeting  third  Wednesday 
in  September.    Exec.  Com.,  public 
and    social    meetings    during   the 
year. 

Winchester  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
iiation. 

President,  D.  N.  Skillings. 

Secretarj',  W.  A.  Snow. 

Treasurer,  G.  F.  Hawley. 
Annual    meeting    March    19,    and 
quarterly  meetings  June,  Septem- 
ber, and  Decem])er  1!). 


Summary  Report  of  the  Weather, 
1884. 
Zero,  January  Uth,  4  below ;  7th, 
;{  below;  8lh,  zero;  December 
19th,  4  below ;  20th,  16  below ; 
average,  5  below. 


Clijyping.^ 
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7  A.M.,  17  d:ij-s  from  zero  to  10 
above. 

7  A.M.,  10(1  days  below  free/iiin'. 

Averatjc  below  fref'ziii<;.  74  days. 

Coldest  .July  tiiontb  for  the  past 
10  years. 

12  M.,  119  days  from  70  to  80. 

12  M.,  52  days  from  SO  to  94, 

1.5  days  average  from  70  to  84. 

Warmest  September  month  for 
the  past  9  years. 

Last  Spring  frost,  May  30th, 
ground  froze. 

Summer  frost  June;  15. 

First  fall  frost  October  9th.  ice 
1-4  inch  thick. 

Clear  140  days,  partially  clear 
123  days,  cloudy  102  days,  sleigh- 
ing 50  days,  fall  of  snow  5  feet, 
snow  30  times,  fall  of  rain  2  feet 
2  1-2  inches,  rain  59  tiuies,  laigest 
fall  of  rain  2  4-5  inches  in  18  houis, 
June  26  ;  thunder  showers  9.  The 
most  cloudy    days    for    10   years 

past. 

N.  li.  Haynes. 


7.45.  Cliurch  covenant  meeting 
Friday  eveidng  b<-fore  first  Sunday 
in  month. 

Methodist  Church.  Tastor,  Kev. 
John  II.  Mansfield.  Sabbath  ser- 
vices 10.30  A.  M. ;  Sunday-school 
12  M.  Pi'aise  and  pray(u--meeting 
at  6.45  weekly  i)rayer-meeting 
Wednesday  at  7.45;  Class-meet- 
ing on  Friday  evening  at  7.45. 

St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church. 
I'astor,  Rev.  P.  J.  Daly;  Curate, 
Rev.  Richard  Burke.  Sunday  ser- 
vices :  low  mass  at  8  a.m.  ;  high 
mass  at  10.30  a.m.  Sunday-school 
2  P.M.     Vespers.  3  r.M. 

Unitaiian  Society.  Services  at 
10.30  A.Ai. ;  Sunday-school  at  12  m. 

( 'hurch  of  the  Epiphany,  Episco- 
l)al.     Rev.   Charles    Morris    Addi- 
son,  Rector;    Mr.   Carlton     Mills. 
Assistant.    Sunday-school  at  3  J'.M 
Service  at  4  r.M. 


KELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 

Congregational  church.  Pastor, 
Rev.  Charles  R.  Seymour.  Sab- 
bath services  10.30  a.m.  Sunday- 
school  12  M.  Evening  service 
7.00.  Vesper  service  once  a  month. 

Prayer  and  conference  Wednes- 
day at  7.45  P.M. 

Baptist  Church.  Pastor,  Kev. 
.J.  F.  Fielding.  Sabbath  services, 
10.30  A.M.  Sunday-school  at  12  m. 
Evening  service  at  7  P.M.,  except 
third  Sunday  in  month,  when  Sun- 
day-school concert  is  held.  Prayer- 
meeting    Wednesday    evening    at 


A  Kemarkable  March. 

Makch,  thus  far,  has  been  a  re- 
markal)ly  cold  month,  and  unless 
the  weather  is  wonderfully  mild 
during  the  few  days  remaining,  it 
l)ids  fa  r  to  go  upon  record  as  the 
coklest  March  since  the  United 
States  Signal  Ollict'  was  established 
in  this  cit}'.  The  mean  temi)era- 
ture  for  the  past  twenty-one  days 
is  only  about  23,  while  the  average 
mean  of  the  month  for  thirteen 
years  is  34.2.  The  month  has  not 
only  been  remarkably  cold,  but  it 
h;is  also  been  i-euiaikablj-  dr\-, 
uotwithstandin<;the  fact  that  snow 
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or  rain  has  fallen  on  ten  days  of 
the  past  twenty-two.  The  total 
precipitation  has  been  but  0.72 
inch,  melted  snow  and  rain,  while 
the  March  average  is  4.06  inches. 
Unless  very  heavy  storms  should 
occur  this  average  will  scarcely  be 
approached.  One  of  two  things  is 
certain,  namely :  that  the  pres- 
ent month  will  prove  to  be 
either  the  coldest  or  the  dryest 
March  on  record;  and  it  is  possible 
that  it  may  prove  to  be  both. 


The  School  Board  held  its  regu- 
lar meeting  last  Saturday  evening. 
Abijah  Thompson  and  others  peti- 
tioned for  new  schooihouse  to  be 
erected  near  the  junction  of  Church 
and  Bacon  Streets.  The  Superhi- 
tendent  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing and  represented  the  necessities 
of  a  speedy  enlargement  of  the 
High  School  building.  The  school 
needs  more  room  and  alterations 
of  accommodations.  The  cost  of 
the  improvements  is  estimated 
at  $3,000.  Young's  Government 
Classbook  was  substituted  for 
Martin's,  in  the  High  School,  and 
Walker's  Physiology  for  Hutchin- 
son's. Miss  Lizzie  A.  Burbank,  of 
the  Mystic  School,  has  resigned  on 
account  of  ill  health.  The  annual 
report  of  the  Superintendent  was 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  art  critic  of  the  Boston 
Courier,  on  making  his  report  on 
the  annual  exIiil)ition  of  the  Paint 
and  Clay  Club,  now  in  progress  at 
the    Boston  Ait  Club  Gallery    in 


Dartmouth  Street,  for  last  Sun- 
day's issue  of  his  paper,  says  this 
of  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Winches- 
ter :  — 

"  J.  Foxcroft  Cole  seems  to  have 
chosen  his  five  contributions  with 
a  view  to  showing  of  how  varied 
methods  of  treatment  he  is  capa- 
ble, and  gives  us  five  successes  in 
different  lines.  *■  October  '  is  in  his 
best  mood,  broad  and  harmonious 
in  treatment  and  color,  while  both 
'  Spring '  and  the  '  Abbajona  Piver  ' 
are  of  poetic  beauty. 

"  yir.  Cole  was  one  of  the  three 
lucky  ones  who  sold  pictures  on 
the  opening  of  the  exhibition." 


Death  of  Mrs.  A.  B.  Dascomb. 

.lANlJARV  7,   1884. 

Mrs.  Stella  Nutting  Das- 
comb, wife  of  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Das- 
comb, pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  Bellows  Falls,  Vermont, 
and  formerly  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Winchester,  was 
widely  known  and  highly  esteemed 
in  this  community.  The  family 
home,  at  which  she  died,  was  in 
Westminster.  The  Bellows  Falls 
Times,  in  speaking  of  her,  saj'^s : 
"  The  most  intense  anxiety  pre- 
vailed throughout  this  counnunity 
for  several  days,  as  she  was  con- 
sidered in  a  critical  condition. 
She  had  sufi'ered  for  a  long  time 
from  a  tumor,  which  was  removed 
on  Sunday  last.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and  six  children,  whose  loss 
cannot  be  measured  by  words."' 
Though  devoted  to  her  household, 
where  the  light  of  lier  noble  life 
and  Christian  example  will  con- 
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tinue  to  shiue,  3'et  she  was  emi- 
nently energetic  and  faithful  to  the 
duties  of  a  pastor's  life. 

Each  of  the  churches  over  which 
they  have  been  settled  will  cherish 
her  memory  afi'ectionately  and 
long.  "  Her  life  was  rounded  to 
completeness  long  before  its  end.'" 

"  Softly,  from  lliat  hushcil  ami  darkened 

room, 
Two  angels  issiie<l,  where  but  one  went 


Mk.  James  A.  Dupee  gave  an 
interesting  and  instructive  lecture 
before  the  "  Young  People's  So- 
ciety "  of  the  (Congregational 
Church,  in  the  vestry,  Monday 
evening.  His  sul>ject  was  Mexico. 
Mr.  Dupee  is  an  agreeable  and 
entertaining  speaker.  He  has  moved 
into  his  new  and  elegant  residence 
iu  Rangeley  and  taken  up  his  per- 
manent residence  among;  us. 


It  is  very  grateful  to  all  of  us 
who  hold  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dascomb 
in  most  aflectionate  esteem,  that  in 
the  parish  to  which  they  removed 
from  Winchester  (after  the  partial 
recover}' of  Mr.  Dascomb's  health), 
they  found  so  pleasant  "a  field  of 
Christian  usefulness  and  such  ap- 
preciative friends.  In  his  bereave- 
ment very  many  mourn. 


Rev.  A,  B.  Dascomb. 

The  numerous  friends  of  the  Rev. 
A  B.  Dascomb,  in  Winchester,  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  he  is 
writing  very  racy  and  genial  letters 
from  the  South,  where  he  is  winter- 
ing for  his  health,  to  the  Bellows 
Fails  Times. 

His  sudden  transition  from  icy 
New  England  to  the  atmosphere  of 
blooming  flowers,  his  oljservations 
of  Savannah  and  the  schools  of 
the  American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion, and  his  boating  by  the  inland 
route  to  Fernandina,  Florida,  are 
very  graphically  described,  and 
with  an  animation  which  is  a  very 
strong  indication  of  returning 
health  and  vigor. 


Birthday  Anniversary. 
A>roN<4  the  old  and  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  our  town  is 
Mrs.  Mary  Sharon,  mother  of  J.  D. 
Sharon,  whose  eighty-fifth  birth- 
day occurred  last  Sunday.  She  is 
in  full  possession  of  all  her  facul- 
ties, but  has  been  prevented,  by 
physical  inability,  for  several  years 
from  going  out  of  the  house.  She 
has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Unitarian  Church,  and  was  the 
earnest  supporter  of  a  rnitarian 
Sundaj'-school  in  the  town  years 
before  the  present  society  was 
established.  As  a  simi^le  recogni- 
tion of  this  anniversary  season, 
notice  was  taken  of  the  event  in 
the  Sunday-school  iu  remarks  by 
the  pastor.  Dr.  Wiusor,  and  Mr. 
Wadleigh  ;  and,  after  the  close,  the 
pastor  and  quite  a  number  of  the 
small  children,  their  teachers,  and 
others,  called  upon  the  old  lady 
with  their  greetings,  the  children 
each  bearing  a  flower  to  her.  They 
then  sung  several  of  their  little 
hymns  and  recited  some  pieces, 
and  the  old  lad\'  was  very  much 
pleased  and  afl'ected  by  this  im- 
promptu gathering. 
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Last  MoMday  evening  the  Young 
People's  Association  of  the  Con 
gregational  Church  was  enter- 
tained hy  a  lecture  by  Joseph  H. 
Tyler,  Esq.  Subject:  "  Acadie." 
Mr.  Tyler,  with  his  family,  spent  a 
few  weeks  in  Nova  Scotia  during 
the  past  sunnner  and  found  much 
to  interest  him  in  localities  made 
famous  in  Longfellow's  "  Evange- 
line :  a  Tale  of  Acadie."  The  lec- 
ture was  highly  appreciated  by 
both  old  and  young.  It  was  illus- 
trated by  maps,  and  frequent  quo- 
tations from  the  poem  gave  oppor- 
tunity to  show  what  observation 
and  study  of  a  locality  and  land- 
scape and  people  will  add  to 
poetic  narration. 

Wincliester  Village  Improvement 
Association. 

A  SOCIAL  meeting  of  the  Win- 
chester Village  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  Harmony  and 
Masonic  Halls,  Thursday  evening, 
January  29. 

About  one  liundred  and  seventy 
members  and  friends  of  the  asso- 
ciation met  in  Masonic  Hall.  After 
an  hour  of  informal  reception  the 
company  adjourned  to  Harmony 
Hall  to  partake  of  a  supper  provi- 
ded by  Mr.  L  N.  .Vndrews.  of  the 
Coolidge  House,  Boston.  Presi- 
dent Twombly  called  the  company 
to  order,  and  invited  Eev.  Mr. 
Marsh  to  invoke  divine  blessing. 
Supper  being  finished,  the  president 
called  to  order  again,  and  gave  an 


address  of  welcome,  explaining 
the  work  of  the  association  during 
the  past  year,  and  introducing  the 
following  order  of  entertainment : 

Solos  by  Miss  Annie  Ellis,  of 
Woburn,  Mrs.  Walter  W.  Locke 
and  ^Ir.  Harry  P.  Ayer;  Miss  Car- 
rie Pond,  accompanist ;  which 
highly  pleased  the  audience. 

Mr.  Albert  Ayer  spoke  for  the 
Selectmen. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wadleigh  for  the 
School  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Dvvinell  for  the  Water 
Board. 

Ifev.  ^\r.  Fielden  for  the  Clergy. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Gregory  for  The 
Ladies'  Fortnightly. 

31  r.  Sanmel  J.  Elder  for  the 
Legislature. 

All  of  whom  were  listened  to 
with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

The  meeting  was  favored  with 
the  presence  of  the  Hon.  Henry 
H.  Metcalf,  of  Pawtucket,  Phode 
Island,  a  former  well-known  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  this 
town,  who  made  a  very  interesting 
address. 


A  New  Laavyeh.  —  Andrew 
Woods,  who,  since  his  graduation 
from  college,  taught  in  our  High 
School,  has  passed  a  successful 
examination  for  admission  to  the 
legal  fraternity,  aild  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  last  Tuesday  morning  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for 
Sullblk  County.  We  congratulate 
our  young  fellow-townsman  on  his 
preferment. 

"Clii'PIN(js"  from  newispapers,  especially  tlioso  ol  local  circulation,  such  as  the 
Middlesex  Journal,  Woburn  Advertiser,  and  Winchester  Star,  and  others,  form  a  de- 
jjartmeut  of  the  Society's  plans  in  i-espect  to  the  preservation  of  historical  material 
relating  to  Winchester.  This  department  is  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Martha  .J.  Rand,  who, 
upon  her  return  from  the  South,  will  be  grateful  for  the  receipt  of  clippings  by  others 
interested. 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE   SOCIETY. 

At  ilie  regular  meetings  in  February  and  March  the 
following  papers  were  contributed  :  — 

1.  The  Brooks  Farm  and  its  Occupants  from  1715 
onward,  with  an  extended  notice  of  Governor  Brooks. 
By  Luther  R.  Symmes. 

2.  Winchester  in  1640  (second  paper).  By  Abijali 
Thompson. 

3.  Life  and  Character  of  Edward  Johnson.  By 
George    Cooke. 

4.  The  Richardson  Reunion  in  18G9.  By  Sumner 
Richardson. 

5.  What  I  Rememljer.  Supplementary  to  paper 
printed  on  pages  '56-00  of  the  llecord.  By  Abijah 
Thompson. 

6.  Mahogany  and  Veneer  Manufactures  in  Win- 
chester.    By  Harrison  Parker. 

7.  The  Old  Mill :  its  history  ;  and  the  leading  facts 
of  Edward  Converse's  life.     By  Arthur  E.  Whitney. 

8.  Original  Roads  in  Winchester.  By  Luther  R. 
Symmes. 

y.  Solomon    Lawrence    Fletcher.      By  0.  R.  Clark. 

10.  The  Mysterious  Cellars  on  the  Hanson  Farm. 
By  Mrs.  S.  S.  Langley. 

11.  Extracts  from  the  Genealogy  of  Richard  Gard- 
iner, solving  the  mystery  of  the  cellars. 

Vl.  Gleanings,  pertaining  to  early  history. 

13.  Record  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  in  the 
Swan  Family,  from  1640  to  1884,  by  Montressor  S. 
Seelye. 
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14.  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Ebenezer  Converse, 
son  of  Edward,  containing  mention,  in  1766,  of  "  Ridge 
Hill  "  and  "  Wedge  Pond  Hill,"  and  otherwise  impor- 
tant in  indicating  the  Converse  possessions. 

15.  Descriptions  of  Real  Estate  in  Winchester  in 
1798,  prepared  for  this  society  hy  William  R.  Cntter, 
Librarian  of  Public  Library,  Woburn,'  and  illustrated  by 
the  excellent  map  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Muim.  By  William 
R.  Cutter. 

16.  Compendium  of  ''  Business  in  Woburn  in  1800," 
published  in  the  Wohwii  Journal.  By  William  R. 
Cutter. 

17.  The  History  of  Wildwood  Cemetery,  prepared  for 
this  Society,  and  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Cem- 
etery Committee  to  the  town,  March  23,  1885.  By 
Henry  F.  Johnson. 

To  the  above  papers  are  also  added  a  statement  of 
the  annual  expenses  of  the  town  of  Winchester  from  its 
incorporation  to  the  present  date,  prepared  as  a  his- 
torical document.     Prepared  by  Henry  F.  Johnson. 

Also  a  statement  showing  the  record  of  the  stage  of 
water  in  the  Highland  Reservoir  for  the  ten  years  of  its 
history.     Prepared  by  William  T.  Dotten. 

Also  a  record  of  rainfall  for  the  .same  period.  Pre- 
pared by  Luther  R.  Symmes. 

These  three  statistical  statements  are  contributed  to 
the  Society,  and  are  the  same  contained  in  the  Town 
Report  for  1885. 

The  following  letter  explains  the  nature  of  the  priv- 
ileges of   the  Society   in   the  care   of   its   books,   maps, 

1  From  the  Wyman  Collection  of  MSS. 
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pictures,   and    other    contributions    to    its   library    and 
archives  :  — 

WixciiESTKK,  .fanuaiy  5,  1885. 

Mr.  Thompson-:  Dear  Sir.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library,  held  this  evening,  it  was  Voted,  "•  That  the 
request  of  the  Directors  of  the  Winchester  Historical  and  Gen- 
ealogical Society  in  regard  to  the  use  of  some  now  unused  portion 
of  the  library  rooms  be  granted,  with  the  understanding  that  such 
use  is  to  be  during  the  present  library  hours  onh',  and  may  be 
rerminated  at  the  pleasure  of  the  trustees  of  the  library." 

The  trustees  are  thus  cautious  ui  granting  tlie  use  of  the  library 
because  they  are  doul)tful  altout  their  right  to  do  so. 

The  trustees  are  thoruuglily  in  sympath}^  with  the  objects  of 
your  Society,  and,  i)ersoiiaUy,  will  do  all  thev  can  to  further  its 
interests. 

You  will  tind  room  for  cases  and  desks  on  the  west  side  of  tiie 
room.  I  shall  Ije  glad  to  attend  to  any  minor  details  you  may 
desire.  Yours  very  truly, 

E.  METCALF,  SecrHary. 

Other  correspondence  communicated  :  — 

Lowell.  Mass.,  February  G,  ISSo. 

George  Cooke,  Secretary  W.  H.  and  G.  Society  :  Dear  Sir.  — 

Please  express  to  the  members  of  the  Winchester  Historical  and 

Genealogical  Society  my  high  appreciation  of  their  kindness  in 

electing  me  an  honorary  member. 

If  at  any  time  I  can  furnish  information  of  interest  to  the 
Society,  I  trust  they  will  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  me. 

P'aithfully  yours, 

JAMES   B.  FKAXriS. 

A  gift  to  the  Society  from  ^Ir.  Francis  is  described  on 
page  31  of  the  Iiecord. 

Other  letters  accompanying  gifts  or  communicating 
information    were    received    from    James   B.    Francis, 
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George  D.  Rand,  Charles  S.  Storrow  (engaged  in  the 
construction  of  the  B.  &  L.  R.  R.),  P]dwin  A.  Wadleigh, 
Henry  Rolfe,  Rev.  Anson  Titus,  of  Aineshury,  Mrs.  Ann 
B.  Winsor,  president  of  The  Fortnightly,  and  others, 
which  our  space  will  not  admit  in  this  number  of  the 
Record. 

LIST   OF   DONATIONS    FOR    FEBRUARY    AND    INIARCH. 

1.  A  collection  of  articles  of  Winchester  intelligence, 
contributed  by  the  donor  to  a  Woburn  newspaper  for 
seventeen  years,  from  1860,  and  uncut  newspapers 
with  such  communications  weekly,  from  1877  to  the 
present  time,  by  Edwin  A.  Wadleigh. 

2.  Photograph  of  the  ancient  homestead  of  the  Sam- 
uel Richardson  descendants,  by  Sumner  Richardson. 

3.  Three  photographic  views,  framed  together,  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Great  Britain,  chieily  founded  by 
Count  Rumford  (Benjamin  Thompson,  of  Woburn),  by 
Stephen  Thompson. 

4.  Public  documents  and  copy  of  the  first  printed 
voting-list  of  Winchester,  framed,  by  the  Selectmen. 

5.  View  of  Black  Horse  Tavern,  with  topographical 
chart  of  the  farm  connected,  supposed  to  be  the  work 
of  Charles  Mclntire,  Esq.  (Selectman  in  1852),  l)y 
James  F.  Dwinell. 

6.  "  The  Magazine  of  American  History"  for  1883, 
by  George  D.  Rand. 

7.  The  book  of  the  Synimes  Genealogy,  by  JCdmund 
A.  Symmes. 

8.  The  history  of  William  Parkman  Lodge,  by 
George  Cooke. 
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9.  The  January,  1885,  number  of  the  Neio  England 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Ilegister.  Autograplis  of 
Governor.s  Marcus  Morton,  1840,  George  N.  Briggs, 
1847,  Emery  Washbnrn,  1854,  and  John  A.  Andrew, 
1861,  attached  to  commissions  of  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son as  justice  of  the  peace.  Also  a  list  of  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  of  Thompsons,  from  1640  to 
1884,  engrossed  by  Montressor  S.  Seelye.  Also  printed 
programmes  of  exercises  at  the  hiying  of  the  corner- 
stone of  the  First  Church  in  South  Woburn ;  same  at 
the  ordination  of  George  Phillips  Smith,  June  17,  1841  ; 
of  William  T.  Eustis,  April  8,  1846  ;  of  John  M.  Steele, 
August  10,  1848  ;  same  at  the  installation  of  Charles 
R.  Seymour,  October  30,  1879.  Also  proceedings  of 
an  ecclesiastical  council  held  at  South  Woburn  on  Jan- 
nary  21,  1845.  Also  an  elegant  copj^  of  Poole's  edition 
of  "  A  Wonder  Working  Providence "  of  Edward 
Johnson,  by  Abijah  Thompson. 

10.  Three  printed  papers  on  local  historical  societies, 
by  Rev.  Anson  Titus. 

11.  Copy  of  will  of  Increase  No  well,  attested,  by 
Joseph  H.  Tyler. 

12.  A  Washington  brooch,  worn  by  Solomon  L. 
Fletcher,  by  Charles  F.  Lunt. 

13.  Official  badge  of  the  W^ashington  Monument 
Association,  by  W.  II.  Hutchinson,  Washington,  D.  C. 

14.  Badge  with  portraits  of  Washington,  1776,  and 
Lincoln,  1865,  com1)ined,  by  Mrs.  John.  P.  Walker, 
Providence,  R.  T. 

15.  Six  volumes  of  books,  by  John  P.  Walker,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I. 
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IG.  Map  of  South  Wobiirn  properties  prior  to  1800, 
by  H.  W.  Mimn. 

17.  Pliotograph  of  Washington  Monument,  February 
21,  188-5,  by  Abijah  Thompson. 

18.  Fac-simile  reprint  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette 
of  January  4,  1800,  in  mourning,  and  "  the  announce- 
ment of  tlie  death  of  Washington  to  Congress  by  Mr. 
Marshall";  also  an  account  of  his  "Entombment"; 
by  Abijah  Thompson. 
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"Hoc  est 
Vivere  bis,  vita  posse  priore  frui." 

Martial  Epig. 

"■  The  present  joys  of  life  we  doubly  taste, 
By  looking  back  with  pleasure  to  the  past." 

According  to  the  Constitution  adopted  by  the  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society  of  Winchester,  it  closes  its  year  of 
work  with  the  May  meeting  and  resumes  it  in  October.  As 
this  number  of  the  Record  goes  to  press,  some  kind  of 
resume  of  the  work  already  done,  as  well  as  a  word  or  two  of 
editorial  comment  upon  the  line  of  action  developed  (rather 
than  maturely  planned)  during  the  part  of  the  year  now 
passed,  seems  here  appropriate. 

It  is  one  of  the  provisions  of  our  By-laws  that  a  historian 
shall  be  chosen  at  each  annual  meeting  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  prepare  a  history  of  the  Society  for  publication.  For 
this  official  duty  the  Society  must  first  possess  a  history 
which  only  time  and  somewhat  ripened  work  can  supply. 
The  duty  of  such  historian  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
editor  of  the  Record  to  assume. 

The  publication  of  this  magazine,  like  many  other  things 
which  have  occurred  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
Society,  was  not  contemplated  at  the  outset,  and  is  to  be 
simply  reckoned  as  one  of  the  practicable  modes  of  gather- 
ing, for  the   historian's  greater  convenience,   the  materials 
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from  which  an  intelligent  selection  may  be  made  or  lines  for 
more  methodical  work  projected. 

There  have  been  thus  far  contributed,  at  the  six  meetings 
of  the  Society,  about  fifty  historical  papers,  some  of  which,  in 
■whole  or  in  part,  have  been  printed  in  the  Record.,  and  others 
are  in  process  of  preparation  for  the  press.  This  is,  in  itself, 
indicative  of  interest  in  the  work,  but  perhaps  a  still  more 
■decisive  evidence  of  this  interest  appears  in  the  readi- 
ness which  has  been  manifested  to  undertake  investiga- 
tions requiring  the  devotion  of  much  time  and  much 
laborious  research,  and  leading  up  to  the  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  both  the  past  and  present  of  the  town  we 
live  in. 

Other  tokens  of  the  interest  felt  in  the  Society's  work  have 
appeared  in  the  form  of  contributions,  too  numerous  to  be 
named  here,  of  books,  pamphlets,  engravings,  photographs, 
autographs,  manuscripts,  interesting  relics,  etc.,  to  its 
archives,  all  of  which  possess  a  historic  value,  analogous,  at 
least,  to  that  of  the  heirlooms  which  age  universally 
enhances. 

That  the  Society  in  its  infancy  should  escape  criticism  as 
to  its  methods  should  not  be  expected ;  nor  should  some 
features  of  its  action  be  misunderstood.  We  do  not  consti- 
tute ourselves  an  authority,  or  in  any  sense  a  tribunal,  for 
determining  the  accuracy  of  historical  facts.  The  aim  of  the 
Society  is  simply  to  gather  and  preserve  material  in  aid  of 
the  best  history  that  can  be  written  by  competent  persons. 
Again,  it  is  not  the  past  alone  which  it  deems  worthy  of  its 
historical  study,  but  the  institutions  of  the  present,  in  all 
their  relations  to  the  progressive  history  of  the  town ;  the 
families  of  the  present  whose  biographical  and  genealogical 
statistics  may  be  stored  in  our  archives  for  future  use,  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  such  public  utility  as  circumstances 
may  develop  in  family  history ;  and  the  spirit  of  the  present 
faithfully  portrayed  against  the  day  when  the  controversies 
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and  passions  involved  shall  have  cooled  and  the  significance 
of  public  or  private  action  can  be  calmly  and  impartially 
defined. 

With  this  general  view  of  the  work  as  projected,  we  have 
solicited,  and  successfully  as  we  think,  papers  upon  the 
earliest  history  of  tliis  territory,  and  at  the  same  time  rem- 
iniscences from  the  oldest  of  our  citizens,  some  of  the  former 
being  as  yet  not  printed,  and  the  latter  when  printed,  subject 
to  corrections  by  reminiscences  of  others ;  also  papers  upon 
our  prominent  institutions,  social,  religious,  educational,  and 
civil,  as  they  now  exist. 

Much  very  valuable  work  upon  these  topics  is  already,  and 
very  worthily,  completed,  as  the  readers  of  the  Record  may 
judge,  and  much  more  is  in  process  of  preparation  for  the 
Society's  purposes. 

One  branch  of  interesting  work  projected,  and  promised  at 
our  early  meetings,  has  been  suspended  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  from  town,  during  the  winter,  of  Mr.  George 
D.  Rand,  our  highly  esteemed  citizen  and  architect.  It  gives 
us  pleasure  to  welcome  his  return  to  resume  his  work  of 
delineating  artistically  the  interesting  features  of  our  beau- 
tiful town. 

The  sentiment  quoted  at  the  head  of  this  editorial,  from 
the  Epigrams  of  Martial — the  inimitably  terse  expression  of 
which  in  the  original  some  of  our  readers  will  enjoy  —  is  one 
to  which  many  others  besides  the  superannuated  will  always 
respond.  "  It  is  to  live  tivice,  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  earlier 
life." 

It  is  one  of  the  purest  instincts  of  childhood  to  listen  to 
stories  from  their  elders  and  about  their  elders,  and  many,  as 
they  grow  older  in  years,  survive  the  discipline  of  the  "  Grad- 
grinds,"  and  the  exactions  of  business  or  dissipating  influ- 
ences, so  far  as  to  find  great  pleasure  in  connecting,  affection- 
ately and  admiringly,  the  parental  past  with  all  that 
constitutes  the  pride  and  joyousness  of  the  living  present. 
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With  the  thoughtful,  the  present  is  always  recognized  as 
the  outcome  of  the  past. 

GEORGE  COOKE. 
WiNCHESTEE,  May  1,  1885. 


The  following  well-known  lines  most  gracefully  express 
both  the  humorous  and  sentimental  aspects  of  times  the  old 
among  us  love  to  remember  and  the  young  to  hear  about, 
though  a  growler  may  rarely  be  found  to  deride  them  as 
"  musty."  G.  c. 

THE   TIMES. 

[August  19, 1847.] 

The  times  —  the  times  —  I  say  the  times, 

Are  getting  worse  than  ever  I 

The  good  old  ways  our  fathers  trod 

Shall  grace  their  children  never ; 

The  turnip-top  and  pumpkin-vine, 

The  produce  of  his  toil, 

Have  given  place  to  flower-pots, 

And  plants  of  foreign  soil. 

Farewell,  the  pleasant  husking-night, 

Its  merry  after-scenes. 

When  Indian-pudding  smoked  beside 

The  giant  pot  of  beans ; 

"When  lasses  joined  the  social  band, 

Nor  once  aftected  fear. 

But  gave  a  pretty  cheek  to  kiss 

For  every  crimson  ear. 

Affected  modesty  was  not 

The  test  of  virtue  then, 

And  few  took  pains  to  swoon  away 

At  sight  of  ugly  men ; 

For  well  they  knew  the  purity 

Which  woman's  life  should  own 

Depends  not  on  appearances 

But  on  the  heart  alone. 
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Farewell,  the  jovial  quilting-matcli, 

The  song  and  merry  play, 

The  whirUng  of  the  pewter  plate, 

The  many  pawns  to  pay, 

The  mimic  marriage  brought  about 

By  leaping  o'er  the  broom, 

The  good  old  play  of  blindman's-buif, 

The  laugh  that  shook  the  room. 

Farewell,  the  days  of  industrj^; 

The  time  has  glided  by, 

When  pretty  hands  were  prettiest 

At  making  pumpkin-pie ; 

"Wlien  waiting-maids  were  needed  not. 

And  morning  brought  along 

The  music  of  tlie  spinning-wheel 

And  milkmaid's  careless  song. 


ZECHARIAH   SYMMES. 

Rev.  Zechariah  Symmes  was  born  at  Canterbury, 
England,  April  5,  1599.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  William, 
and  grandson  of  Mr.  William,  Symmes,  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  "bloody"  Queen  Mary,  1553  to  1558. 

Zechariah  entered  Cambridge  University  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  took  his  first  degree  in  1620.  In 
1625  he  removed  to  Dunstable,  England,  where  he  was  rector 
for  eight  years.  He  then  migrated  to  America,  Mather 
says,  "  on  account  of  his  continued  troubles  with  the 
Bishop's  Courts." 

He  arrived  at  Charlestown,  with  his  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, in  the  ship  Griffin,  September  18,  1634.  This  ship 
brought  about  two  hundred  emigrants,  among  whom  were 
William  and  Anne  Hutchinson.  Mr.  Symmes  and  his  wife 
were  admitted  to  the  church  in  Charlestown,  December  6, 
1634.  On  the  22d  of  the  same  month  a  Fast  Day  was 
appointed  with  reference  to  the  occasion  and  he  was  elected 
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their  Teacher.  He  was  admitted  Freeman  of  the  Colony- 
May  6,  1635.  Not  long  after  his  settlement  he  became 
involved  in  the  celebrated  controversy  with  Mrs.  Anne 
Hutchinson  and  the    Antinomians. 

Of  his  wife,  Edward  Johnson  writes,  in  "  The  Wonder 
Working  Providence"  :  "  Among  all  the  godly  women  that 
came  through  the  perilous  seas  to  war  their  warfare,  the  wife 
of  this  zealous  teacher,  Mrs.  Sarah  Sims,  shall  not  be 
omitted.  This  virtuous  woman,  endued  by  Christ  with 
grace  fit  for  a  wilderness  condition,  her  courage  exceeding 
her  stature,  with  much  cheerfulness  did  undergo  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  those  times  of  straits  "  —  "  with  great  industry 
nurturing  up  her  ten  children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

In  1636  Mr.  Symmes  became  pastor  of  the  Charlestown 
Church.  "  He  knew  his  Bible,"  says  Cotton  Mather,  "  and 
was  a  preacher  of  what  he  knew,  a  sufferer  for  what  he 
preached." 

The  town  of  Charlestown  gave  him  a  tract  of  three  hun- 
dred acres  situated  at  the  northern  end  of  Mystic  Pond,  ahd 
in  his  will  dated  January  20,  1664,  he  calls  this  land  "  my 
farm  near  Woburn." 

In  1643  the  town  also  granted  him  three  hundred  acres  in 
the  "laud  of  Nod,"  now  Wilmington. 

He  continued  pastor  of  the  Charlestown  Church  till  his 
death,  February  4,  1670,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years  and 
ten  months. 

The  three  hundred  acres  which  he  called  "his  farm  near 
Woburn"  are  noAV  included  in  the  town  of  Winchester. 
The  accompanying  plan,  copied  more  than  thirty  years  ago 
by  Miss  Mary  Wright  from  a  plan  in  the  Probate  Office, 
shows  the  boundaries  of  the  farm.  Beginjiing  at  the  head 
of  the  Mystic  Lake,  where  the  Abajona  River  enters  it,  the 
line  follows  the  southerly  bank  of  that  river  to  the  easterly 
corner  of  Samuel  Gardiner's  farm  ;  then  turning  north- 
westerly by  a  rail  fence    and  stone  wall   (a  short  distance 
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west  of  the  house  of  J.  F.  Cole,  on  Everett  Avenue),  to  where 
Church  Street  crosses  the  old  Middlesex  Canal ;  thence  by 
the  centre  of  Church  Street  to  the  High  School ;  thence 
northeasterly,  passing  near  where  Edward  Converse 
lived  in  1640  *  (his  house  was  on  the  lot  where  C.  N. 
Dodge  now  lives),  and  thence  crossing  the  Abajona  near  the 
house  of  Henry  W.  Symmes,  and  crossing  Main  Street  about 
three  hundred  feet  south  of  the  old  Black  Horse  Tavern, 
and  along  the  northern  side  of  Prospect  Street,  to  near  the 
house  of  M.  A.  Herrick,  and  thence  southerly  by  an  old  wall 
that  formerly  divided  the  farms  of  Samuel  Thompson  and 
Capt.  John  Le  Bosquet  (said  wall  about  four  hundred  feet 
northeast  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Oliver  L.  Wellington)  :  thence 
by  this  wall  to  a  point  in  the  land  of  Mr.  jNIarshall  Symmes, 
thence  southwesterly  to  Symmes  Corner  and  by  Grove 
Street  to  the  turn  in  the  road  about  five  hundred  feet  beyond 
the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bacon,  thence  to  Mystic  Lake 
about  five  hundred  feet  north  of  the  stone  bound  between 
Medford  and  Winchester  marked  No.  7. 

LUTHEE  R.   SY31MES. 
Winchester,  January  G,  1885. 


REMINISCENCES  OF   SOUTH  WOBURN,  1838-39. 

III. 

Ix  a  previous  communication  I  have  mentioned  the  Abel 
Richardson  Mill  (where  Whitney's  now  stands).  It  was 
torn  down  and  a  new  one  built  on  the  same  site  in  1838-39, 
by  Samuel  S.  Richardson.  Quite  a  variety  of  business  was 
carried  on  in  it.     Sash  and  blind  making  by  Mr.  Leonard 

*  The  position  of  the  house  of  Edward  Converse  in  1640  is  a  mooted  question,  yet  in 
a  future  number  of  the  Record  strong  reasons  will  be  given  for  its  location  near 
the  bridge  by  Whitney's  Mill  and  about  where  the  residence  of  S.  S.  Richardson  was 
afterward  built,  more  recently  known  as  the  Mead  house,  on  Main  Street.  G.  C. 
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Gilson,  Mr.  Gardner  Symmes,  and,  I  think,  also  by  Mr.  John 
Symmes,  Jr. 

In  this  mill  building  Mr.  Amos  Whittimore  put  in  one 
of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  machine  for  pegging  shoes. 
It  was  a  new  invention  and  attracted  much  attention  at  the 
time.  Whether  Mr.  Whittimore  made  a  success  of  his  in- 
vention I  know  not,  as  he  soon  after  removed  to  Cam- 
bridge and  I  lost  sight  of  him.  He  was  an  ingenious 
mechanic,  and,  I  think,  a  grandson  of  the  famous  inventor, 
Whittimore,  who  devised  the  machine  for  making  cards. 

Soon  thereafter,  or  about  1842,  Mr.  Harrison  Parker 
commenced  sawing  veneers  in  this  mill ;  ^  a  little  later 
cutting  them  by  a  process  entirely  new.  This  was  probably 
the  first  cutting  of  veneers  in  Massachusetts,  and  the 
machine  of  Mr.  Parker  one  of  the  best  ever  invented.  The 
mill  was,  a  few  years  later,  destroyed  by  fire,  and  rebuilt  by 
Mr.  Parker.     (Burned  January  18,  1845.) 

Among  the  old  houses,  in  1838,  on  Main  Street,  southerly 
from  the  mill,  was  that  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Symmes,  still 
standing  and  occupied  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 
Howe.  Next  to  this,  and  also  on  the  east  side  of  the  street, 
was  the  house  of  Mr.  Jesse  Wyman,  near  that  which  is  now 
occupied  by  J.  C.  Stanton,  Jr.  At  the  junction  of  what  was 
then  called  Richardsons'  Row  (now  Washington  Street) 
with  Main  Street  stood  the  house  of  Deacon  Nathan  B. 
Johnson,  and  near  his  house  the  blacksmith's  shop,  which 
was  occupied  by  Major  Francis  and  the  deacon,  Nathan  B. 
Johnson. 

This  shop  was  one  of  the  most  famous  in  the  region,  much 
work  being  done  in  it  for  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Com- 
pany ;  and  the  fame  of  Deacon  Johnson  as  a  skilful  workman 
was  extensive.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  us  to  pass  this  shop 
of  a  winter's  evening  and  see  the  glowing  fires  in  full  blast. 
Continuing  southward  we  come  to  a  store,  afterward  bought 

'  Mr.  Parker  bought  the  mill  in  April,  1843,  and  moved  his  machinery  into  it. 
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and  converted  into  a  dwelling  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Ford,  and  next 
the  house  of  Joseph  B.  Symmes,  and  then  the  old  Black 
Horse  Tavern,  with  its  ample  stables  and  pleasant  grounds. 
This  tavern  was  formerly  in  great  repute  for  its  excellent 
suppers,  and  it  was  a  favorite  drive  with  the  Bostonians  to  the 
Black  Horse  and  back,  including  the  supper.  But  its  glory 
was  now  on  the  decline,  the  railway  providing  substitutes  for 
the  forms  of  business  which  constituted  the  support  of  the 
tavern,  and  soon  afterward  it  was  closed.  Opposite  the 
blacksmith's  shop  spoken  of,  and  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Main  Street,  were  the  houses  of  Major  Francis  Johnson, 
John  Symmes,  Sr.,  Horatio  Symmes,  and  Mrs.  Lucetta 
R.  Hutchinson. 

On  the  east  side,  south  of  the  Black  Horse  Tavern,  came  the 
Thompson  house  and  farm  (see  article  in  this  number, 
"  The  Baldwin  Apple  "  ),  and  the  Le  Bosquet  House,  lately 
owned  by  Marshall  Symmes,  and  recently  demolished. 

This  brings  us  to  Symmes  Corner  and  the  houses  of  the 
three  brothers  Symmes:  Deacon  John,  Marshall,  and 
Edmund.  Deacon  John  carried  on  the  business  of  wheel- 
wright in  all  its  parts,  and  Marshall  Symmes  the  black- 
smithing  and  the  ironing  of  carriages.  No  men  ever  had  a 
better  reputation  for  strict  honesty  than  these  three  brothers. 
Deacon  John  was  nominated  for  the  first  Board  of  Selectmen 
in  Winchester,  but  declined  on  account  of  his  age  and 
health.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational  Church 
in  Medford  (Unitarian).  Probably  no  man  of  his  day  was 
more  respected,  —  always  a  peacemaker,  and  his  judgment 
sought  by  all  his  acquaintances. 

Leaving  Symmes  Corner  we  return  to  Richardsons'  Row, 
commencing  at  its  junction  with  Main  Street  at  Deacon 
Nathan  B.  Johnson's. 

One  of  the  houses  we  next  find  in  going  northward 
was  called  (perhaps  derisively)  "Lamb  Tavern,"  now 
wholly  extinct.     It  stood   nearly  opposite    the  house   now 
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owned  and  occupied  by  A.  K.  P.  Joy,  and  was  occupied 
by  various  families.  Continuing  northward  you  next 
found  on  the  left  an  old  schoolhouse  ^  and  next  to  that, 
a  house  then  occupied  by  Phebe  Bell,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Henry  Stone,  and  upon  the  same  side  was  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Nancy  Eaton,  mother  of  the  late  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Judkins,  and  opposite  to  tliis  the  house  of  Calvin  Richard- 
son, Jr.  The  same  house  was  later  owned  and  occupied  by 
the  late  Samuel  Kendall,  brother  of  the  Hon.  Amos  Kendall, 
Postmaster-General  under  President  Jackson,  and  now  occu- 
pied by  Salem  T.  Ward.  These  last-named  houses  were 
built,  I  think,  by  Col.  Samuel  B.  White. 

The  next  in  order  was  the  Jarvis  house,  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  Hon.  William  C.  Jarvis,  who  represented  the  town  of 
Woburn  in  1830,  and  had  been  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  1823,  1824,  1826,  and  1827,  representing 
some  other  town  than  Woburn  during  the  time.  He  was  an 
able  man,  and  at  one  time  a  candidate  for  governor,  but  failed 
of  election.  After  he  left  South  Woburn  he  lost  reputation 
from  intemperate  habits,  and  committed  suicide  some  years 
thereafter. 

The  principal  houses  then  standing  in  the  "  Row  "  were 
those  of  Mr.  Samuel  Symmes,  later  belonging  to  Mr.  Andrew 
Todd ;  the  Eaton  house,  now  Mr.  Joseph  Stone's ;  the  Jesse 
Richardson  house,  now  Mr.  Nathaniel  A.  Richardson's;  the 
Calvin  Richardson  house,  now  that  of  Mr.  John  S.  Richard- 
son ;  the  Samuel  and  Zachariah  Richardson  houses ;  and 
ending  with  the  Deacon  Jeduthun  Richardson  house,  and 
owned  by  Deacon  Luther  Richardson. 

Most  of  these  were  farmhouses  and  their  owners  gained 
their  livelihood  by  farming,  yet  to  most  of  them  was  attached 
a  small  shoemaker's  shop,  in  which  the  farmers  and  their 
sons,  during  the  winter  months,  manufactured  shoes.  Many 
of    the    leading    manufacturers    of    shoes    in    Woburn    and 

1  See  note  on  page  60  of  Record. 
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surrounding  towns  had  their  first  training   in   these   small 
shops. 

It  was  customary  to  work  until  9  r.M.  from  October  1 
to  April  1.  The  old  blacksmith's  shop  being  in  full  blast 
and  the  old  mill  and  the  shoeshops  brightly  lighted  till  that 
hour. 

OLIVER   R.   CLARK. 
April  22.  1885. 


CORRECTIONS. 

It  is  a  felicity  that  errors  in  historical  statements  serve  to 
quicken  the  efforts  of  critical  readers  to  correct  them,  and 
thus  awaken  more  energetic  investigation  than  might  other- 
wise be  made.  In  the  notice  of  the  disastrous  fall  of  the 
Clapp  house  {Record,  p.  53),  the  time  of  the  event  is  given 
as  "  about  1818."  Our  vigilant  friend  and  Honorary  Member 
of  this  Society,  William  R.  Cutter,  of  the  Woburn  Library, 
writes  :  "•  The  correct  date  of  this  event  was  July  14, 1807.  A 
cotemporary  newspaper  states  that  two  were  killed  on  the 
spot,  and  one  died  the  night  following,  and  sixteen  were 
more  or  less  seriously  wounded.  The  actual  deaths  from 
this  casualty  were  four.  For  literature,  see  Columbian  Sen- 
tinel, Boston,  July  18,  1807  ;  Woburn  Journal,  February  6, 
1869,  August  8,  1874,  and  April  25,  1884 ;  The  Clapp  Fam- 
ily Memorial,  Boston,  1876,  under  the  account  of  Maj.  Jere- 
miah Clapp,  the  owner  of  the  house  ;  the  Neiv  England  His- 
torical and  Crenealogical  Register,  October,  1880,  etc.  The 
hour  of  the  calamity  was  six  p.m.,  of  Tuesday,  July  14, 
1807.     The  disaster  occurred  at  Central  Square,  Woburn." 

With  respect  to  the  "  legend "  spoken  of  on  page  55, 
namely,  that  "at  the  time  of  the  movement  of  the  troops  to 
Lexington  a  portion  of  them  took  tlie  old  road  from  Boston 
to  Woburn,  etc.,"  it  is  not  asserted  that  the  legend  was  relia- 
ble as  history,  but  that  such  a  "legend  was  current"   (say  in 
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1834).  The  following  suggestions  of  Mr.  Cutter  are,  how- 
ever, none  the  less  valuable.  "  It  is  impossible,"  he  says, 
"  that  these  British  could  have  been  a  part  of  the  fighting 
force  sent  on  April  18  or  19,  1775,  to  the  engagement  at 
Lexington  and  Concord.  The  troops  engaged  in  that  action 
on  the  British  side  did  not  go  to  the  battle  from  this  direc- 
tion, nor  did  any  of  the  British  force  come  into  the  vicinity 
of  Winchester  nearer  than  Arlington,  unless  brought  as 
prisoners  after  the  engagement. 

"  My  theory  is,  if  they  were  in  Winchester  at  all,  that  they 
were  simply  a  patrol  of  special  police  to  prevent  the  tidings 
of  the  expedition  being  carried  among  the  provincials.  (See 
History  of  Arlington,  p.  59,  for  facts  which  illustrate  this 
position.) 

"  These  were  British  officers  (not  privates).  The  commit- 
tees named  (p.  59)  adjourned  to  meet  at  Woburn  (at  probably 
tlie  Black  Horse  Tavern,  Winchester),  on  the  19th.  These 
officers,  accompanied  by  their  servants  were  mounted  on 
horseback ;  Watson  and  Devens  (p.  59)  first,  after  leaving 
Wetherby's  in  Arlington,  ride  in  Devens's  chaise  at  sunset, 
April  18,  down  Arlington  Avenue  toward  North  Cambridge, 
Watson's  house  being  on  the  way  to  North  Cambridge,  where 
it  still  stands.  Devens  belonged  on  the  Charlestown  penin- 
sula. 

"  They  soon  meet  on  the  road  the  great  party  of  the 
British  police  patrol,  all  mounted  on  horseback  (the  same 
who  had  that  day  dined  at  Cambridge  —  old  Cambridge, 
probably).  Devens  and  Watson  rode  some  way  after  they 
had  met  this  party,  then,  turning  back,  caught  up  and  rode 
'through  them  '  and  went  and  informed  the  three  members, 
their  associates,  remaining  at  Wetherby's  for  the  night. 
They  stopped  there  till  the  British  party  came  up  and  rode 
by.  Devens  then  rode  home  unmolested  to  Charlestown, 
after  leaving  Watson  at  his  house  by  the  way.  The  road  to 
Charlestown  leading  that  way  at  that  period,  as  it  had  done 
long  previous  to  that. 
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"  That  party  of  British  officers  (p.  60)  seems  to  have  coir- 
tinued  on  toward  Lexington  and  Concord.  Their  further 
adventures  are  narrated  by  the  historians  of  those  towns.  A 
similar  party  of  British  mounted  police  may  have  come  to 
Winchester  for  a  similar  purpose,  the  night  before  the  battle, 
taking '  the  old  road  from  Boston  to  Woburn,'  by  the  way 
of  Medford. 

"  They  probably  had  information  of  the  adjournment  of  the 
'  Committee  of  Safety  '  to  Woburn,  and  were  watching,  if 
not  pursuing,  them. 

"  George  R.  Baldwin,  of  Woburn,  is  reported  as  saying  that 
his  father  said  that  the  Black  Horse  Tavern  in  Winchester 
'  was  the  noted  resort  for  the  provincial  gatherings.'  Com- 
mittees, etc.  (per  Rev.  L.  Thompson). 

"  John  Robinson,  referred  to  on  page  56  of  the  Record^  died 
very  recently  in  Stoneham." 

WILLIAM  R.  CUTTER. 
Woburn,  April  16, 18S5. 


OLD  WOBURN  HOMES.^ 

It  would  doubtless  be  interesting  to  many  of  the  older 
people  of  Woburn  if  the  old  homes  of  their  memory,  or  of 
tradition,  could  be  reproduced,  at  least  long  enough  to  be 
once  again  looked  at  and  photograjihed,  as  they  were  in  the 
"long  ago."  Some  can  remember  many  of  those  venerable 
buildings  that  long  since  disappeared.  Happily  a  few  yet 
remain.  Of  these  the  ^^resent  writer  received  from  a  friend, 
during  the  past  year,  a  dozen  or  more  of  fine  photographs 
which  had  just  been  taken  by  our  Woburn  artist,  Mr.  Strout. 
Most  of  them  are  views  of  the  old  homes  of  different  gener- 
ations and  branches  of  a  single  family. 

But  the  sight  of  these  well-known  houses,  thus  pictured, 

1  Written  by  Rev.  Leander  Thompson ;  first  published  in  the  Wobuim  Journal. 
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was  a  strong  reminder  of  many  others,  well  remembered,  but 
now  gone,  and  still  others  of  which  all  that  is  remembered 
is  the  dilapidated  cellar  and  adjacent  well,  and  perhaps  also 
the  name  of  the  occupant  which,  in  many  cases,  is  now 
extinct  in  our  town.  In  North  Woburn  alone  there  have 
been,  within  fifty  or  sixty  -years,  some  eight  or  ten  such 
sadly  suggestive  ruins.  Doubtless  there  are,  or  have  been, 
many  more  throughout  the  town.  With  no  expectation  of 
exhausting  the  subject  and,  indeed,  with  but  little  expecta- 
tion of  doing  more  than  introducing  it,  the  writer  has  been 
led,  little  by  little,  to  jot  down  the  following  notices:  — 

One  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  town,  still  occupied,  is 
probably  that  in  Cummingsville,  formerly  known,  for  many 
years,  as  the  Simonds  house,  but  recently  as  the  Cutler 
house.  We  have  no  means  of  determining  its  exact  age, 
but,  from  all  we  can  learn,  we  infer  that  it  must  be  more 
than  two  hundred  years.  In  1759  it  was  owned  by  Benja- 
min Simonds,  and  for  some  time  a  few  adherents  of  the  old 
English  Episcopal  Church  met  there  for  worship.  It  was  for 
many  subsequent  years  the  home  of  the  Simonds  family, 
and,  later,  of  Simon  Barnard,  whose  wife  was  a  Simonds. 
The  small,  old-fashioned,  diamond-paned  window  in  the  back 
side  of  the  house,  but  looking  toward  the  road,  remained  in 
its  place  long  after  similar  windows,  once  common,  had  dis- 
a,ppeared.     The  house  is  a  genuine  antiquity. 

But  little  now  remains  of  the  old  Locke  house  at  the 
"  West  Side."  During  the  last  fifty  years  or  more  of  its 
existence  it  was  known  as  the  Fox  house.  It  was  built  at 
a  very  early  date  b}'"  Dea.  William  Locke,  Sr.,  who,  having 
been  born  in  Stepney  Parish,  London,  December  13,  1628, 
was  left  an  orphan,  and  brought,  when  a  boy  in  his  seventh 
year,  to  this  country  by  a  relative  in  1635.  He  at  length 
married,  and  built  the  house  remembered  by  many  now  liv- 
ing, probably  not  far  from  1655.  He  had  a  numerous  family 
of  ten  children,  one  of  whom,  bearing  his  own  name,  sus- 
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tainecl,  for  some  years,  jointly  with  his  father,  the  office  of 
deacon  in  the  old  church.  The  author  of  "  The  Book  of  the 
Lockes"  says:  "The  house  and  the  surrounding  lands 
descended  to  his  son  Ebenezer  and  from  the  latter  to  his 
son  Samuel  (whose  oldest  son,  Samuel,  became  President 
of  Harvard  College  in  1770).  It  is  probably  here  that 
Samuel,  the  father,  kept  an  Inn  many  years,  until  1742, 
when  he  moved  to  Lancaster.  Samuel  sold  the  estate, 
October  21,  1741,  to  Samuel  Wyman,  3d,i  for  X900.  Dea. 
Samuel  Wyman  gave  the  property  to  his  son  Joseph,  who 
sold  it  to  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  Sr.,  by  whom  it  was 
conveyed  to  Thomas  Fox  and  his  son,  the  late  Capt.  William 
Fox,"  the  father  of  Warren  Fox,  now  living. 

The  old  Converse  house  on  Salem  Street,  not  far  from 
Walnut  Hill  railway-station,  though  it  has  lately  disap- 
peared, well  deserves  mention  here.  At  a  reunion  of  the 
Converse  family  a  few  years  ago,  it  was  stated  by  the  owner, 
Mr.  Sherman  Converse,  that  the  house  had  been  in  the 
Converse  family  142  years,  the  first  owner  being,  so  far  as 
known,  William  Dean  and  the  probable  age  nearly  two 
hundred  years.  After  passing  through  the  hands  of  different 
owners  for  many  years,  it  was  finally  sold  to  Josiah  Converse, 
in  1734.  The  house  was  taken  down  a  few  days  after  the 
reunion,  in  1876,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  same  site  by 
the  owner. 

By  far  the  most  imposing,  best  preserved,  and  modern- 
looking  house  among  the  oldest  houses  in  town  is  the  Bald- 
win mansion  at  North  Woburn.  It  is  also  probably  the 
oldest  of  those  now  habitable.  It  was  built  by  Henry  Bald- 
win, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Woburn,  in  1661,  and  is 
therefore  now  225  years  old.  It  has  been  carefully  preserved 
in  each  of  the  generations  of  the  family.  Like  all  old  houses 
that  are  kept  habitable  and  comfortable,  it  has  undergone 
changes  and  repairs  from  time   to  time,  but  has  all  along 

1  Great-grandfather  of  the  writer  of  this  notice. 
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been  the  Baldwin  home.  The  original  Henry  who  built  the 
house  was  a  man  of  note  as  well  as  the  ancestor  of  distin- 
guished descendants.  He  was  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
a  man  of  ample  means,  and,  from  1686  till  his  death  in  1698, 
a  deacon  of  the  church.  The  present  owner  and  occupant 
during  a  part  of  each  year,  George  Rumford  Baldwin,  now 
in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  is  his  great-great-grandson. 

Across  the  street  from  the  Baldwin  mansion  and  nearly 
opposite,  once  stood  the  house  of  the  distinguished  Pierce 
family.  The  ruined  cellar,  which  remained  till  within  a  few 
years,  is  now  nearly  obliterated.  Several  generations  of  the 
family  there  had  their  home.  And  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact 
that,  in  six  generations,  the  oldest  son  has  borne  the  name 
of  Josiah,  and  all  have  been  men  of  much  more  than  usual 
strength  of  intellect  and  character.  The  second  Josiah 
married  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Thompson,  and  mother  of 
Count  Rumford.  The  third,  a  half-brother  of  the  Count, 
married  tlie  only  daughter  of  Daniel  Thompson,  the  martyr- 
hero  of  Lexington  and  Concord.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
partner  in  business  with  his  intimate  friend  and  nearest 
neighbor.  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  Sr.,  the  partnership  con- 
tinuing long  after  the  Pierce  family  left  Woburn  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Baldwin,  Maine.  His  son,  Josiah,  was  the 
late  distinguished  Judge  Pierce,  of  Gorham,  Maine.  The 
oldest  son  of  the  Judge,  the  Hon.  Josiah  Pierce,  has  been 
for  many  years,  and  is  still,  a  distinguished  lawyer  in  London, 
England.  In  1855  he  was  sent  as  United  States  Secretary 
of  Legation  to  Russia,  where  he  spent  several  years,  and  in 
1865  received  from  the  Emperor  the  order  of  knighthood. 
His  oldest  son,  the  sixth  Josiah  Pierce,  is  rising  as  a  civil 
engineer,  in  one  of  the  great  United  States  surveys  in  the 
far  West.  He  is  still  a  young  man.  Other  members  of  the 
family,  in  each  generation,  have  been  distinguished.  And 
for  one  who  remembers  the  old  house,  or  even  the  cellar  of 
the  house  in  North  Woburn,  which  furnished  a  home  for 
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three  of  the  six  generations  in  which  Josiah  was  the  leading 
name,  and  probabl}^  at  least  two  others  still  earlier,  a  sort 
of  sacred  interest  lingers  around  the  spot. 

Among  the  oldest  homes  of  Woburn,  of  which  any  persons 
now  living  retain  a  recollection  more  or  less  distinct,  was 
the  Burbeen  house,  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
Unitarian  parsonage  on  Main  Street.  It  was  very  old,  as 
the  oldest  people  now  living  remember  it,  and  was  said  to 
have  been  once  a  garrison-house.  The  Burbeen  family, 
who  occupied  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  had 
probably  occupied  it  long  before,  was  one  of  a  good  deal  of 
note,  though  the  name  was  long  since  extinct  in  our  town. 
Rev.  Timothy  Walker,  born  in  Woburn,  July  27,  1705,  and 
a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  1725,  married,  November 
12,  1730,  Sarah,  daughter  of  James  Burbeen,  the  occupant, 
at  the  time,  of  the  old  house,  and  became  the  first  minister 
of  Pennycook,  later  Rumford,  and  now  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  November  18,  1730.  Their  only  son,  bearing 
his  father's  name  and  subsequently  known  as  Judge  Walker, 
married  Susanna  Burbeen,  the  daughter  of  his  mother's 
brother,  Rev.  Joseph  Burbeen,  who  is  believed  to  have 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  old  home.  A  daughter  of  Rev. 
Timothy  and  Sarah  Burbeen  Walker  became  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  Thompson,  afterward  Count  Rumford,  and  a  sister 
of  Judge  Walker's  wife,  Esther  Burbeen,  after  being  left  the 
widow  of  Jesse  Wyman,  married  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq., 
of  North  Woburn.  It  is  a  singular  circumstance  that  a  son 
of  Samuel  Thompson,  b}^  a  previous  marriage,  Leonard 
Thompson,  Sr.,  married  a  daughter  of  the  widow  Jesse 
Wyman  before  his  father's  marriage  to  the  widow,  so  that 
both  the  late  Col.  Leonard  Thompson's  grandmothers  were 
the  wives  of  his  grandfather  Thompson. 

With  the  exception  of  the  family  of  the  late  Col. 
Leonard  Thompson,  it  is  not  known  to  the  writer  that  there 
is  now  left  in  Woburn  a  single  descendant  of  any  name   of 
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the  old  and  honored  Burbeen  family.  In  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  there  are  still  some  who  have  descended  from 
the  Burbeen  through  the  Walker  and  probably  other  families. 
And  it  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  old  house,  built  by  Rev. 
Timothy  Walker,  at  the  north  end  of  Maiu  Street  in  that 
town,  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  said 
to  be  the  oldest  house  in  New  England  north  of  the  present 
city  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  is  still  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  occupied  by  Hon.  Joseph  Burbeen  Walker,  a 
great-grandson  of  the  minister.  Of  his  three  children,  the 
name  of  one  embraces  the  name  of  Rumford,  and  that  of 
another  the  old  time-honored  name  of  Burbeen. 

Many  still  living  remember  the  "  Black  Horse  House," 
once  a  tavern,  as  it  was  from  fifty  to  sixty  years  and  more 
ago.  Though  once  in  Woburn,  it  is  in  Winchester  now. 
Will  not  some  navant  of  the  latter  town  look  up  and  give  us 
the  history  of  the  house  ?  Without  attempting  to  fix  its  age, 
the  present  writer  can  only  say  that,  according  to  an  old 
tradition  in  his  own  family,  Ruth  Thompson,  who  married 
Noah  Wyman,  in  1756,  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  ago,  became  at  that  time  an  occupant  of  that  house, 
where  the  worthy  couple  lived  for  many  years  subsequently, 
he  dying  in  1789. 

Another  much  older,  but  if  an  old  tradition  is  reliable,  a 
still  remembered,  house  in  the  present  town  of  Winchester 
was  once  known  as  the  "  Converse  house."  It  stood  on  or 
very  near  the  site  of  the  house  of  the  late  Dea.  Benjamin  F. 
Thompson,  and  near  it,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street, 
was  the  old  Converse  mill.  The  house  and  the  wide-spread- 
ing elm-tree  near  it  have  a  history  the  details  of  which  can- 
not here  be  given.  In  some  of  its  later  years  this  ancient 
dwelling  was  occupied  by  Abel  Richardson,  whose  wife, 
before  her  marriage,  was  known  at  North  Woburn  as  Molly 
Thompson.  If  the  old  story  was  a  true  one,  that  the  house 
was  built  by  Edward  Converse,  one  of  tlie  first  and  foremost 
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settlers  of  Wobiirn  and  was  the  first  house  erected  in  town, 
its  history  must  have  an  interest  unequaled  by  that  of  any 
other. 

Some  persons  yet  living  remember  a  low  and  insignifi- 
cant-looking house  that  once  stood  near  the  corner  of  the 
present  entrance  to  Park  Street  and  quite  near  the  present 
Bai)tist  Church  yard.  But  little  is  known  of  its  history 
except  that  it  was  very  old  and  was  once  the  home  and 
bakery  of  Capt.  Joseph  Bond,  the  father  and  grandfather  of 
the  famous  bakers  of  that  name  in  Wilmington,  Boston, 
New  York,  Brooklyn,  and  elsewhere.  Capt.  Joseph  Bond, 
early  in  the  present  century,  removed  to  Wilmington,  where 
he  spent  the  evening  of  his  life  and  where  he  died  many 
years  ago.  One  of  his  sons  engaged  extensively  in  his 
fatlier's  business  in  that  town,  and  he  in  turn  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  sons,  only  one  of  whom  now  remains  in  Wil- 
mington. Another  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Bond  married,  in 
1808,  a  daughter  of  Sheriff  Abijah  Thompson,  of  North 
Woburn,  and  subsequently  became  widely  known  in  New 
York  arjd  vicinity  as  the  man  who  introduced  there  the 
then  famous  Boston  bread. 

Among  the  old  homes,  though  not  the  oldest,  in  North 
Woburn,  is  that  now  known  as  the  Rumford  house.  It  was 
built  by  Capt.  Ebenezer  Thompson,  according  to  one  good 
authority,  in  1714.  There  is,  however,  some  reason  to  believe 
that  the  exact  year  cannot  now  be  fixed.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  house  is  now  not  far  from  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  3'ears  old.  In  the  west  lower  front  room  the  future 
scientist.  Count  Rumford,  was  born,  March  26,  1753,  and 
there  four,  perhaps  five,  generations  of  descendants  from  the 
original  occupant,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  have  had  their  home. 
During  the  last  eight  years,  the  house  has  been  owned  by 
the  Rumford  Historical  Association,  under  whose  direction 
it  has  been  extensively  repaired  and  a  part  of  it  made  a 
depository  of    relics  of   days  gone  by,  the  room  in  which 
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Count  Rumford  was  born  being  reserved  for,  and  at  present 
occupied  by,  the  Rumford  Library. 

The  last  house  on  the  road  from  Woburn  to  Wilmington, 
known  many  years  ago  as  the  Tay  Tavern,  was  one  of  the 
oldest  in  North  Woburn.  It  is  still  well  remembered  as  stand- 
ing where  now  stands  the  house  occupied  by  the  late  Ruel 
■Carter.  From  sixt}^  to  seventy  years  ago,  William  Tay  kept 
there  a  public  house  for  the  accommodation  chiefly  of  boat- 
men and  others  emploj'ed  on  tlie  Middlesex  Canal,  which 
passed  quite  near  the  house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 
In  later  years  it  has  sometimes  been  called  Kendall's  Tavern. 
But  the  house  must  have  existed  long  before  it  was  occupied 
even  by  William  Tay.  There  is  an  old  tradition  that  it  was 
the  home  or  one  of  the  homes  of  the  Tyng  family,  once  a 
leading  family  in  Woburn  and  said  to  embrace  the  ancestor 
of  the  distinguislied  family  of  that  name  in  New  York.  A 
piece  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  house  is  still  known, 
among  the  older  people  of  the  village,  as  the  "  Tyng  Lot." 
The  William  Tay  above  mentioned  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  older  and  much  more  famous  man  of  that 
name  who  was  prominent  as  a  town  officer  and  noted  for  his 
bravery  in  the  opening  struggles  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  is  said  to  have  lived  in  the  ancient  house,  still  standing 
and  still  occupied,  in  which  the  late  Capt.  Stephen  Nichols 
lived  for  many  years,  and  where  he  died  long  since.  Of  the 
age  and  history  of  the  house,  aside  from  these  items,  not 
much  is  known  to  the  present  writer. 

In  the  early  history  of  North  Woburn  there  were  three 
related  families  by  the  name  of  Snow,  a  name  long  ago 
extinct  in  the  place.  They  were  a  highly  respectable 
family,  and  no  less  than  four  Thompsons,  including  two 
brothers,  found  their  wives  in  it.  Of  the  house  of  one  of 
the  Snows,  nothing  is  now  known  with  certainty.  Of  that 
of  a  second,  only  the  dilapidated  cellar  is  now  remembered 
as  being  where  the  house  of  John  O.  Page  now  stands  on 
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Pearl  Street.  Of  the  home  of  the  third,  the  writer  has  a 
distinct  recollection  as  a  strong,  solid  old  garrison-house, 
long  known  as  the  Snow  house,  but  in  its  last  years  as  the 
Reed  house,  a  Reed  who  married  .into  the  Snow  family- 
having  succeeded  it  in  the  occupancy  of  the  house.  This 
house  also  stood  on  the  present  Pearl  Street  and  upon  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  house  of  Uriel  Sevrens.  That  old 
house  has  for  manj^  long  years  been  a  landmark  in  the 
domain  of  the  writer's  memory. 

The  Tidd  house,  on  Pearl  Street  in  North  Woburn,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  still  in  use  in  town.  At  least  five  gener- 
ations of  the  Tidd  family  have  lived  there,  and  many  families 
of  other  names.  Like  most  of  the  hcmses  of  its  time  its 
rear  roof  sloped  originally  near  to  the  ground  ;  but  this  was 
long  since  raised  so  as  to  admit  of  second-story  upright 
rooms.  The  present  owner,  though  not  the  occupant,  Jona- 
than Tidd,  the  fourth  in  a  direct  line  of  Jonathans,  thinks 
the  house  must  have  stood  nearly  two  hundred  years.  Before 
it  was  occupied  by  the  first  Jonathan  Tidd,  great-grand- 
father of  Jonathan  and  Marshall  now  living,  who  was  born 
in  1724,  a  family  bearing  the  name  of  Baker  is  said  to  have 
lived  there.  Jonathan  Tidd  married  Surviah  Baker,  a 
daughter  of  this  family,  about  1746  or  1747,  and  became  the 
first  occupant  of  the  house  bearing  the  name  of  Tidd,  his 
eleven  children  being  born  there.  In  1768,  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  years  ago,  he  took  his  son  Jonathan,  when  eleven 
years  old,  to  a  distant  pasture,  dug  up  an  ash  and  an  elm, 
and  bringing  them  home,  the  father  with  the  trees  on  his 
shoulder,  and  the  boy  carrying,  in  like  manner,  the  iron 
bar  and  hoe,  planted  them  before  the  house,  even  then  by 
no  means  new.  That  elm  still  stands,  one  of  the  largest, 
finest,  and  most  wide-spreading  in  town.  Twelve  years 
later,  in  1780,  the  boy  Jonathan,  when  twenty-three  years 
old,  married  Rhoda,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Sheriff  Abijali 
Thompson,  and  took  his  wife  to  the   old  Tidd  home,  where 
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his  children  also  were  born,  as  were,  afterward,  grandchil- 
dren and  great-grandchildren.  The  present  occupants  of 
the  venerable  old  house  bear  another  name. 

For  various  reasons  the  home  of  Dea.  Samuel  Thompson 
(more  familiarly  known  in  the  past  as  Samuel  Thompson, 
Esq.)  on  Elm  Street,  in  North  Woburn,  is  worthy  of  our 
notice.  The  original  house  was  built  by  his  father,  probably 
in  1730.  It  then  had  an  old-fashioned  roof,  sloping,  in  the 
rear,  nearly  to  the  ground.  There  his  three  sons,  Samuel, 
Daniel,  and  Abijah,  and  other  children,  were  born.  He  died 
in  consequence  of  a  serious  injury  received  in  moving  tim- 
ber, in  1748,  and  the  care  of  a  numerous  family  fell  upon  his 
oldest  son,  Samuel,  then  less  than  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He,  however,  was  wonderfully  discreet  and  singularly  suc- 
cessful in  making  his  way.  He  at  length  married,  in  1753, 
when  twenty-two  years  old,  and  in  his  famous  diary  kept  for 
many  years  he  writes,  under  date,  June  24, 1764  :  "■  My  house 
was  raised."  This  does  not  mean  that  he  built  a  new  house 
at  that  time,  but  that  he  raised  up  the  back  part,  so  as  to 
have  rear  rooms  and  chambers  corresponding  to  those  in 
front,  and  put  a  new  roof  over  the  whole.  A  small  wing  on 
the  north  end,  and  an  addition  to  the  old  wing  on  the  south, 
have  since  been  added.  In  that  old  house,  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  years  old,  but  still  in  good  repair  and  occupied,  six 
generations  of  Thompsons  have  lived.  It  is  now  owned  by 
Jonathan  Thompsou,  great-great-grandson  of  the  original 
occupant.  In  1764  two  elms  and  one  buttonwood-tree 
were  set  before  the  house  by  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq., 
and  subsequently  an  ash.  In  the  autumn  of  1874  three  of 
these  trees,  after  standing  one  hundred  and  ten  years,  were 
cut  down.  The  fourth  and  largest  still  remains,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  years  old,  and  tall  and  majestic  as  ever. 

Sheriff  Abijah  Thompson,  a  brother  of  Dea.  Samuel,  soon 
after  returning  from  the  old  French  war,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  with  his  brother  in  1758,  married,  and  built,  prob- 
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ably  in  1760,  his  first  house,  which  is  still  standing  at  the 
junction  of  Elm  and  Ward  Streets.  There  his  two  oldest 
children  were  probably  born.  The  house  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Ruel  Carter.  Soon  after 
leaving,  in  1777,  the  Revolutionary  Army,  with  which,  like 
his  brother  Samuel,  he  was  also  connected,  he  buried  his 
wife,  and,  a  year  later,  married  again.  About  the  time  of 
this  last  marriage,  probably  in  1778  or  early  in  1779,  he 
built  the  much  larger  house  on  Elm  Street,  which  has  ever 
since  been  especially  associated  with  his  name.  Here  five 
of  his  seven  children  were  born.  Here,  besides  his  pressing 
duties  as  sheriff,  he  kept  a  public  house,  which,  being  then 
on  the  great  thoroughfare  from  Boston  through  Woburn  to 
the  more  northerly  towns,  was  widely  known  and  much 
frequented  by  travelers.  Here  four  of  his  children,  after 
marrying,  lived,  one  after  another,  and  each  for  several 
years  m  a  part  of  the  large  house  with  him,  and  liere  he 
died,  January  1(3,  1811.  The  house,  now  about  one  hundred 
and  seven  years  old,  after  being  the  home  of  three  genera- 
tions of  Thompsons,  was  for  many  years  owned  by  the  late 
Oliver  Fisher,  and  is  still  the  home  of  his  widow  and  daugh- 
ter ;  her  son-in-law,  George  Perry,  with  his  family,  also  occu- 
pying a  part  of  it.  A  row  of  trees,  which  once  stood  before 
it,  long  since  disappeared,  as  did  also  the  shop  a  few  rods 
north  of  it.  Of  the  long  row  of  Baldwin  apple-trees  behind 
the  house,  and  extending  north  and  south,  noted  for  many 
years  as  "  the  second  generation  "  from  the  original  tree  in 
Wilmington,  not  one  is  now  left,  the  last  one  having  been 
blown  down  when  full  of  fruit  some  fourteen  oi-  fifteen  years 
ago. 

Daniel  Thompson,  the  martyr  brother  of  Samuel  and 
Abijah,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  lived  in  the  house,  now  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Clinton  streets,  opposite  that  of  Jonathan  Thompson,  at 
Central  Square.     It  is  not  known  in  what  year  the  house 
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was  built,  but,  as  he  married  in  October,  1760,  and  is  believed 
to  have  taken  possession  of  it  at  that  time,  it  was  probably- 
built  in  the  early  part  of  that  year.  Previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  he  was  one  of  the  Royal  Governor's  Guards. 
In  the  early  morning  of  the  19th  of  April.  1775,  hearing  of 
the  march  of  the  British  troops  toward  Concord,  he  instantly 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to  the  North  Village,  a  mile 
distant,  to  alarm  his  relatives  and  friends,  and  then  hurried 
to  the  scene  of  battle.  The  full  story  cannot  here  be  told. 
His  dead  body  was  brought  back  to  the  home  he  had  left  but 
a  few  hours  before,  and,  amid  the  distractions,  amounting 
almost  to  delirium,  of  his  wife  and  three  children,  was  buried 
in  the  oldest  of  our  cemeteries,  the  funeral  services  having 
been  very  largely  attended  in  the  church.  It  has  been  said 
that,  until  within  a  few  yearsi  the  stains  of  the  blood  that 
oozed  from  the  dead  body  of  this  early  victim  of  the  American 
Revolution  were  visible  on  the  floor  of  the  room  in  which  it 
was  laid.  In  1783  his  widow,  assisted  by  her  husband's 
brother,  Samuel,  settled  up  her  affairs  in  Woburn,  left  the 
home  that  had  been  so  fearfully  desolated,  and  accompanied 
her  only  daughter,  who  then  married  Josiah  Pierce,  Esq.,  to 
Baldwin,  Maine.  Her  oldest  child.  Dr.  Isaac  Snow  Thompson, 
had  previously  settled  in  Maine,  and  the  younger  son,  Daniel, 
settled  in  Vermont. 

Of  the  fortunes  of  that  house,  still  in  good  preservation, 
since  those  days  of  terror,  the  writer  knows  but  little. 
Among  his  own  early  recollections  is  that  of  seeing  there  the 
late  Capt.  Isaac  Richardson  who  occupied  the  house  for 
many  years  and  had  a  numerous  family.  His  mother  was  a 
Thompson  from  North  Woburn,  but  whether  this  fact  had 
any  connection  with  his  succeeding  to  the  family  residence 
of  Daniel  Thompson,  the  present  writer  knows  not.  Captain 
Richardson  has  been  dead  many  years. 

When  these  sketches  of  old  Woburn  homes  were  begun, 
the  writer  had  no  plan  and  no  intention  beyond  a  second 
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article.  But  the  subject  has  grown,  and  it  is  yet  far  from 
being  exhausted.  Time  and  room  will  be  taken,  at  least  for 
the  present,  for  only  one  more. 

A  few  feet  north  of  the  house  of  the  late  Capt.  Joseph 
Gardner  and  now  occupied  by  his  son-in-law.  Rev.  Allen 
Lincoln,  at  the  "  West  Side,"  there  once  stood  a  very  large 
house,  which  was  entered  by  a  massive  double  front  door 
with  a  heavy  brass  knocker  without  and  a  strong  cross-bar 
within.  In  its  best  days  it  had  an  unusual  amount  of  archi- 
tectural ornament  and  must  have  ranked,  in  imposing  appear- 
ance, far  above  the  majority  of  Woburn  homes.  It  was  the 
house  of  four,  probably  five,  generations  of  Wymans,  descend- 
ants from  John,  who,  like  his  brother  Francis,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Woburn.  In  at  least  four  of  these  genera- 
tions  the  name  of  the  patriarch  was  Samuel.  And  among 
these  Samuels,  Dea.  Samuel  Wyman  was  prominent,  both  in 
town  and  church  affairs.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Samuel,  the  grandfather  of  the  present  writer. 

The  writer  well  remembers  going  there,  when  a  small  boy, 
to  visit  his  grandmother,  then  a  widow.  Instead  of  a  carpet, 
unknown  in  those  days,  the  white  floor  of  the  great  square 
family  room  was  sanded.  In  one  corner,  extending  diago- 
nally from  floor  to  plastering  overhead,  was  the  "  buffet," 
a  word  rarely  heard  now,  and  this,  from  top  to  bottom,  was 
filled  with  various  utensils  of  pewter,  mostly  plates  of  differ- 
ent sizes,  which  shone  like  polished  silver.  That  pewter, 
sometimes  mistaken  by  young  eyes  for  a  more  precious 
metal,  was  the  standing  wonder  of  the  grandchildren.  And 
more  than  all  did  they  look,  with  a  strange  sort  of  awe,  at 
the  ancient  English  clock  in  the  0[)posite  corner.  It  had 
one  of  those  human-looking  faces  or  assemblage  of  faces, 
which  seemed  always  to  look  and  sometimes  to  wink  at  one. 
Moon  and  stars  silently  told  their  story  and  moved  on. 
The  second-hand  and  minute-hand  and  hour-hand  and 
month-hand    all    seemed   to    be    at    their    business,    and   all 
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faithfully,  though  noiselessly,  accomplishing  the  work  as- 
siofned  them.  But  all  is  silent  there  now.  The  great  old 
house,  built  probably  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago, 
was  long  since  swept  away  by  the  onward  march  of  affairs. 
Probably  not  a  vestige  now  remains,  nor  anything  to  so 
much  as  hint  that  so  many  generations  of  a  once  well-known 
and  influential  family  there  had  their  home. 

Across  the  fields  westerly  toward  what  is  now  known  as 
Cambridge  Street,  though  considerably  back  from  and  below 
it,  stood  an  ancient  house  with  which  the  associations  of  the 
writer  are  still  more  intimate.  It  was  not  so  large  and  not 
so  imposing  as  its  neighbor,  the  Wyman  house.  Standing  a 
few  rods  east  of  the  present  Weston  house  and  a  short  dis- 
tance down  the  hill,  it  was  for  many  years  the  home  of  one 
branch  of  the  Fowle  family.  James  Fowle,  Esq.,  born  in 
1720,  prominent  in  town  affairs,  and  town  clerk  for  thirty- 
four  years,  lived  and  died  there.  His  father  probably,  and 
his  grandfather  possibly,  lived  there  before  him. 

As  Dea.  Samuel  Wyman  was  the  writer's  great-grandfather 
in  one  line,  so  James  Fowle,  Esq.,  was  his  great-grandfather 
in  another.  And  that  same  old  grandmother,  whom  he  used 
to  visit  in  the  Wyman  house,  at  length  moved  into  the 
Fowle  house,  which  she  inherited  from  her  own  father. 
There,  in  the  last  three  years  of  her  life,  when  she  needed 
constant  care,  tlie  writer,  with  the  family  to  which  he  imme- 
diately belonged,  also  lived.  He  can  never  forget  the  quaint 
antiquity  of  that  house  —  old,  but  to  him  new  and  very 
strange.  Too  young  then  to  appreciate  the  thronging 
associations  that  gathered  around  the  house  of  so  many  Fowles, 
several  of  whom  had  made  a  decided  mark,  he  has  feund 
memory  since  to  be  full  of  suggestion.  The  only  son  of 
James  Fowle,  Esq.,  bearing  the  same  name,  was  also  town 
clerk  for  many  years,  and  his  son,  Marshall  Fowle,  succeeded 
him  and  retained  the  office  nineteen  years,  until  his  death,  in 
1833. 
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Before  closing  this  account  of  one  of  the  oldest  homes  of 
the  Fowle  family,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  an  old  family 
tradition,  perhaps  almost  a  family  secret.  The  old  grand- 
mother, mentioned  above,  liad  a  sister  Mary,  the  oldest 
daughter  of  James  Fowle,  Esq.  This  daughter,  in  1772, 
became  the  wife  of  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  of  North  Woburn. 
Before  his  marriage  he  was  accustomed,  in  his  visits  to  her, 
to  go  on  horseback,  leaving  the  horse  tied  near  the  house. 
On  one  of  these  occasions,  after  a  rather  lengthy  visit,  he  left 
the  house  to  return  home,  when,  to  his  great  amazement,  he 
discovered  that  the  horse  had  lost  his  saddle.  After  consid- 
erable search,  the  missing  article  was  descried  astride  the 
ridgepole  of  the  house,  it  having  been  placed  there,  evidently 
with  great  painstaking,  by  some  wags  who  thought  they 
understood  their  own  business,  if  not  his.  The  tradition 
does  not  inform  us  whether  the  horseman  got  his  saddle  that 
night,  or  how  he  performed  his  three  miles'  journey  home. 
That  old  house,  too,  of  which  a  perfect  picture  still  lingers  in 
the  writer's  mental  eye,  long  since  disappeared. 

Many  of  our  older  people  remember  the  "  Black  house, " 
which  once  stO(jd  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  residence 
of  Daniel  Kimball,  Esq.,  on  the  way  from  North  Woburn  to 
Central  Square.  We  have  no  means  of  determining  when 
or  by  whom  it  was  built,  but  it  must  have  been  very  old 
when  torn  down.  As  early  as  1769  and  probably  considera- 
bly earlier,  it  was  occupied,  according  to  an  old  tradition,  by 
Dr.  John  Hay,  at  one  time  of  Reading.  In  that  year  the 
young  Benjamin  Thompson,  so  celebrated  afterward  as  Count 
Rumford,  studied  anatomy  and  physiology  under  Dr.  Hay's 
instruction  with  a  view  to  qualifying  himself  for  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Several  years  later,  Isaac  Snow  Thompson, 
the  oldest  son  of  Daniel  Thompson,  the  martyred  hero  of 
Lexington,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hay  and,  after  settling 
as  a  physician  in  the  State  of  Maine,  married  Charlotte,  the 
doctor's  daughter.      In  its  later  history  the  "  Black  house  " 
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was  occupied  by  Nathan  Parker,  one  of  the  victims  of  the 
Clapp  house  disaster  in  1807.  He  had  probably  lived  there 
for  some  years  before  his  sudden  death,  as  his  widow  and 
daughters  did  for  many  years  after  that  event.  The  widow 
finally  married  a  Crosby  of  Billerica,  and  of  her  five  daughters 
three  married  men  well  known  in  Woburn,  and  two,  after 
reaching  womanhood,  died,  unmarried,  of  consumption. 
Whether  the  house  had  once  received  a  coating  of  black 
paint  that  gave  it  its  sombre  name,  or  not,  the  writer  cannot 
say.  But  its  very  dark  appearance  certainly  made  that  name 
no  misnomer. 

The  writer  remembers  many  more  old  Woburn  homes, 
some  of  which  still  remain,  though  most  of  them  do  not. 
There  was  the  old  Silvanus  Wood  house  on  Cambridge 
Street,  between  Cummingsville  and  the  "  West  Side,"  the 
home  of  Thomas  Douglass,  somewhat  famous,  long  before 
Wood's  occupancy.  There  was,  and  is,  the  "•  Zeb.  Wyman  " 
house  and  store,  facing  the  "  Common,"  and  very  old.  There 
is  the  "Bartle  Richardson"  house,  corner  of  Salem  and  Bow 
Streets,  said  to  have  been  once  a  part  of  the  very  old  Con- 
verse house  that  used  to  stand  near  it.  There  is  the  Daniel 
Johnson  house  on  Main  Street,  where  now  stands  the  house 
of  Daniel  Richardson,  with  the  same  old  tree  of  the  olden 
time  before  it ;  the  John  Flagg  house,  where  now  is  the  house 
of  his  grandson,  B.  F.  Flagg,  on  Burlington  Street,  near 
Cummingsville ;  the  Tottingham  house  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Kilby  Streets  ;  the  Lilley  Eaton  and  the  "  Gov." 
Brown  houses  at  North  Woburn,  the  former  still  standing 
and  occupied,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  The 
names  of  Flagg,  Page,  Edgell,  Wvman,  Richardson,  Fowle, 
Eaton,  Miller,  Keimer,  Fames,  Ames,  Munroe,  Lyman,  Cum- 
mings.  Reed,  Kendall,  Parker,  Pierce,  Coggin,  Johnson, 
Wright,  and  others  are  associated  with  many  ancient  dwell- 
ings besides  those  already  noticed.  But,  though  the  writer 
remembers  them  all,  he  knows  too  little  of  their  history  to  be 
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able  to  suggest  anytliiug  of  special  importance.  If  what  he 
has  attempted,  though  imperfectlj-,  in  these  sketches  of  the 
old  homes  shall  stir  others  to  continue  the  same  sort  of 
work  and  do  it  better,  he  will  feel  fully  rewarded  for  his 
pleasant  labor. 

WOBURN,  March  10,  1SS5. 


WINCHESTER   IN    1798. 

Extracts  from  paper  contributed  hj  William  R.  Cutter, 
Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  Wt)burn,  and  read  at  the 
March  meeting  of  the  Society. 

"In  reading  the  papers  of  the  Winchester  Historical 
Society,  I  was  struck  by  Mr.  Oliver  R.  Clark's  description 
of  houses  and  inhabitants,  about  the  year  1835,  or  at  the 
time  of  the  building  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railway, 
when  the  incentive  was  given  to  the  formation  of  a  village 
in  that  part  of  Woburn.  I  was  induced  to  look  back  to  a 
period  forty  years  prior  to  Mr.  Clark's,  or  to  1798,  —  a  period 
when  changes  were  few,  and  concerning  which,  happily, 
several  documents  have  been  preserved  which  throw  light 
upon  the  houses  and  inhabitants  of  the  territory  now 
Winchester  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 

"  The  '  Wyman  Collection  of  Manuscripts,'  belonging  to 
the  Woburn  Public  Library,  is  a  large  collection  relating  to 
Woburn,  given  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Nathan  Wyman,  for 
many  years  town  clerk  and  postmaster.  This  collection  of 
manuscripts  contains  nearly  4,000  papers,  with  about  two 
dozen  manuscript  books,  principally  account  or  memorandum 
books,  and  the  information  which  this  my  paper  contains, 
respecting  the  estates  herein  named,  is  obtained  from  one  of 
these  books. 

"With  the  data  before  us,  it  seems  only  necessary  that 
some  one  should  trace  the  several  titles  to  these  estates  back 
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to  their  original  ownership,  to  obtain  a  tolerably  clear  view 
of  their  history  from  the  earliest  times  to  a  point  con- 
veniently near  the  present  for  the  investigations  of  any  one 
interested  in  regard  to  either  the  families  or  the  properties 
involved. 

"  The  first  parish  in  Woburn  in  1800  embraced  what  is 
the  present  town  of  Woburn  and  the  present  town  of  Win- 
chester, in  large  part.  The  second  parish  was  the  present 
town  of  Burlington,  and,  at  the  time  we  speak  of,  each 
parish  was  subject  to  a  separate  enumeration. 

"  We  have  not  space  to  speak  of  the  enumeration  made  in 
1798  in  detail,  and  shall  use  abbreviation  wherever  it  is 
practicable,  giving  valuations  in  dollars  only,  and  according 
to  this  example:  "6  acres  15,  90,"  the  "IS"  intending 
dollars  and  "■  90  "  the  total  valuation  in  dollars. 

"The  figures  in  brackets  at  the  beginning  of  each  para- 
graph denote  the  page  or  pages  of  the  book  where  the 
items  are  found. 

"  This  list  of  real  estates  was  originally  prepared  with  a 
view  of  being  used  in  procuring  statistics  for  the  assessment 
of  the  direct  tax  of  the  United  States  Government,  in  1798, 
and  the  original  book  from  which  our  selections  are  now 
made  is  largely  in  the  handwriting  of  Dea.  Jeduthun 
Richardson,  one  of  the  assessors  of  said  tax,  and  a  Win- 
chester resident. 

"  Among  the  items  required,  the  lists  were  to  specify  in 
respect  to  dwelling-houses,  their  'situation,'  their  'dimen- 
sions or  area,'  their  '  number  of  stories,'  the  '  number  and 
dimensions  of  their  windows,'  the  '  material  of  which  they 
were  built,'  etc.,  all  to  be  taken  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1798.  Many  of  these  particulars  were  soon  afterward 
repealed,  and  the  lists  sent  were  materially  modified. 

"  My  young  friend,  Mr.  H.  W.  Munn,  has  copied  an  out- 
line map,  upon  which  I  have  placed  figures  illustrating,  in  a 
rough  manner,  the  approximate  location  of  the  several 
estates  named. 
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"  The  impression  is  that  the  enumeration  made  was  never 
entirely  completed,  but  for  what  there  is  of  it  gratitude  is 
expressed." 

Our  space  limits  us  to  the  following  selections  from  Mr. 
Cutter's  list.  The  entire  list  is  filed  with  the  Society  and 
can  be  consulted  by  all  interested  to  trace  the  sources  of 
their  present  real-estate  titles.  The  map  referred  to  is 
framed  and  displayed  upon  the  walls  of  the  Society's  rooms, 
and  will  be  found  an  efficient  aid.  G.  c. 

[6.]     CAPT.  JOSEPH  BPtOAYN. 

Died  April  16,  1808.    Aged  53.    G.  S.    AVob.  2d.    B.  G. 

One  dwelling,  25  feet  by  33 ;  area  825  square  feet.  16  win- 
dows ;  105  square  feet  of  glass.  The  front  2  stories,  the  rear 
1.  One  woodhouse,  36  feet  by  9,  with  40  perch  of  land  on 
wliich  the  house  and  woodhouse  stand.  One  ''  shay"  house,  20 
feet  by  12 '.....      800 

One  barn,  24  feet  by  28 ;  a  shed  by  said  barn,  12  feet  hy  8, 
with  one  quarter  of  one  acre  of  land  on  wliich  they  stand.  One 
blacksmitli's  shop,  84  feet  by  26 150 

Two  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  same,  bounded  south  on 
Zechariah  Synames,  east  and  north  on  Paul  AVyman,  west  on 
the  road.    30  gained 300 

Three  acres  and  three-quarters,  bounded  south  on  Paid 
"Wyman,  west  on  the  road.    25 75 

THE  DEAN  HOUSE. 

One  dwelling-house,  called  the  Dean  [house] ,  34  feet  by  18 ; 
area  612  square  feet.  6  windows;  39  square  feet  of  glass. 
The  land  only  on  which  the  house  stands 200 

Seventeen  acres  of  land,  bounded  south  on  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, north  on  Richard  Boylston,  west  on  the  road.     20     .     .     .      340 

[12.]     SBION  CARTER. 

One  dwelling-house,  30  feet  by  15 ;  area  450.  Tavo  stories 
high.  In  good  repair.  9  windows;  68  square  feet  of  glass. 
The  land  on  which  the  house  stands 350 

One  farm,  with  a  good  barn,  44  bj'  32.    Barn 100 
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Fortj'-five  acres  good  land ;  south  on  Bill  Russell,  north  on 
Daniel  Wjanan,     28 1,260 

One  lot,  called  Price  Lot,  containing  5  acres  wliite  pine 
woods.    8 40 

[14.]     BENJAIUm  CONVERS. 

Died  March  6,  1824,  in  his  93d  year.     G.  S.    Book  2d.    B.  Gr. 
Wob. 

One  dwelling-house,  36  feet  by  17 ;  area  612  square  feet.  Five 
windows;  23  square  feet  of  glass.  The  house  2  stories.  The 
land  only  on  wliich  house  stands.  (In  margin.)  The  house 
not  tenautable       60 

One  farm  containing  24  acres  of  land ;  bounded  east  on  the 
river,  southerly  on  the  heirs  of  Timothy  Symmes,  west  on 
Wedge  Pond,  nox-th  on  the  great  road.     20 480 

Barn,  40  by  28       35 

Thirty-five  aci'es  of  pastureland,  bounded  east  on  Daniel 
Wyman,  south  on  Daniel  Reed,  north  on  Winter  Pond,  north- 
east on  Paul  Wyman.     12 420 

Eleven  acres  of  woodland,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Hen- 
nery [P.  Hem-y]  Lot.     14 154 

[46.]     FREDERICK  JOHNSON. 

One  house,  25  by  11,  one  story  high.  2  windows;  29  square 
feet  of  glass,  vnih.  9  acres  of  land;  hard  laud;  south  on  the 
road,  north  on  Captain  Adams's  heirs.     10.     19 40 

One  piece  of  land,  called  The  Little  Orchard.     18     ...     .        59 

JAMES  DUTTON,   OWNER;   FRED.  JOHNSON,  OCCUPANT. 

One  piece  of  pastureland,  45  acres;  good  lands;  bounded 
north  on  Daniel  Reed's,  called  The  Great  Pasture 780 

[53.]     JACOB  PEIRCE. 

Peirce  died  October  2,  1825,  in  his  70th  year.     G.  S.    Wob.  2d. 
B.  G. 

(Estate,  in  part  only.)  One  farm,  90  acres,  bounded 
northwesterly  on  Colonel  Baldwin,  north  on  Benj.  Fowle  and 
John  Fowle,  and  Mr.  Adams's  farm  and  Nathaniel  Brooks, 
(east)  south  on  William  (Bill)  Russell,  in  part  on  a  county 
road.     16 440 
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Tliii-ty-five  acres  of  pastureland,  bounded  southeastwardly 
by  said  road,  westerly  on  Daniel  Reed,  nortli  on  Benjamin 
Convers.     15 

Ten  acres  of  land,  bouoht  of  Paul  AVyman,  bounded' west- 
wardly  on  the  said  road.     14 
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[64.]     JOSEPH  RICHARDSON. 
One  house,  28  feet  by  15 ;  area  420  square  feet.    3  windows ; 
13  square  feet  of  glass.    House  one  story.    (In  margin.)    Half 
acre  of  land,  with  six  acres  of  laud;   bounded  east  on  the 

country  road 

One  gristmill,  grinds  all  the  year ■.'.'..'.      950 

(Erased.)     Cornniill,  one  pair  of  stones 34O 

CALEB  AND  JOSHUA  RICHARDSON. 

One  shoemaker's  shop,  10  feet  by  13.    7  windows;  22  square 
feet  of  glass ;  one  half-acre  of  land       IqO 

Joshua  Richardson  was  killed  on  July  14,  1807,  aged  30 'years  by 
the  fall  of  the  Clapp  house  frame  at  Central  Square,  Woburn    "  This 
sudden   death  was  occasioned  by  the  fall  of  a  house-fi-ame,"  etc 
G.  S.    AYob.  2d.    B.  G. 

[71.]     JEDUTHUN  RICHARDSON   (Dea.). 
Died  October  11,  1815,  aged  78.    G.  S.    Wob.  2d.     B.  G. 
One  house,  40  feet  by  30;  area  1,200  square  feet.     22  win- 
dows; IG  square  feet  of  glass.     The  house  2  stories  in  front, 
1  in  the  rear,  with  40  square  perch  of  land  adjoining  said 

house ;  bounded  east  on  a  town  road gOO 

One  barn,  40  feet  by  30,  old  and  poor      ......""'        50 

One  barn,  40  feet  by  30,  built  nine  years *        75 

Two  sheds,  one  30  feet  by  10,  the  other  shed  30  feet  by  *lo' 
&i"istmill •  _     '      ^.^ 

.      One  shed  by  the  barn  52  feet  by  10. 

The  two  following  estates  are  probably  in  or  near  East  Woburn  and 
adjoining  to  Juduthun  Richardson's  lands :  — 

[73.]     ZECHARIAH  RICHARDSON. 
Died  November  22,  1804,  aged  85.    G.  S.    Wob.  2d.    B.  G. 
(Lands  only  given  here.)     One  farm,  containing  120  acres; 
bounded  south  partly  on  Juduthun  Richardson;  partly  on  the 
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road,  partly  on  Nathan  Eicliarclson ;  west  on  said  Jeduthun 
Richardson ;  northwardly,  partly  on  said  Juduthun  Richardson 
and  imrtly  on  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Richardson  ;  cast  on  Eben- 
ezer  Lawrence  and  Juduthun  Richardson.     1(5 1,920 

One  piece  of  land,  20  acres ;  bounded  east  on  the  road,  north 
on  Jeduthun  Richardson.     10 200 

Twelve  acres  of  land;  bounded  west  on  the  road,  north  on 
Jesse  Richardson,  east  on  the  river. 

[74.]     THOMAS   RICHARDSON. 

(Lands  abridged.)  Fifteen  acres  pasture,  East  Stoneham 
road ;  noith,  Jona.  Eaton ;  west  and  south  on  Jeduthun  Rich- 
ardson.    14 250 

Thirteen  acres  woodland,  north  Jed.  Richardson,  East  Stone- 
ham  line.     10 130 

[75.]     ABEL  RICHARDSON. 

Died  May  27,  1831,  aged  !)G.    G.  S.    AVob.  2d.    B.  G. 

One  house,  35  feet  by  30;  area  1,050  square  feet.  19  win- 
dows; 155  square  feet  of  glass.  2  stories  in  front,  1  in  the 
rear.     The  land  onh'  on  which  the  house  stands       650 

One  old  woodhouse,  10  feet  by  12        

One  chaisehouse,  13  feet  by  8 

One  farm,  containing  30  acres ;  bounded  west  on  the  great 
road,  north  on  the  river  and  Caleb  Swan,  east  on  Reading  Road, 
south  on  Jonathan  Wyman.     17 510 

One  barn,  28  feet  by  58,  standing  on  said  land 50 

Foi-ty-oue  acres  of  land ;  bounded  north  on  Caleb  Swan  and 
Paul  AYyman,  east  on  Medford  line,  south  and  west  on  Zecha- 
riah  Symmes  and  Captain  Brown.     13 533 

Ten  acres  of  meadow ;  bounded  north  on  the  road,  east  on 
the  river  and  Elisha  Frothingham,  south  on  John  Flagg,  west 
on  Samuel  and  Elijah  Richardson.    10 100 

Three  acres  of  woodland,  known  by  the  name  of  Button  End 
Lot.     16 48 

One  gristmill,  one  pair  of  stones 300 

[76.]     Wd.   REBECCA  RICHARDSON. 

Administrator  on  the  estate  of  her  husband  BENJAMIN 
RICHARDSON. 

One  house,  42  feet  by  18 ;  area  756  square  feet.    5  windows ; 
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19  square  feet  of  glass.    The  house  2  stories.    The  laud  only 

on  which  the  house  stands.    (In  margin.)    The  house  old      .     .      250 

One  barn,  M  feet  by  26  feet.     (In  marg-in.)     Very  old. 

One  farm,  containing  40  acres,  bounded  south  on  Caleb 
Swan;  east  on  Samuel  Swan;  north  on  William C.  Hunt;  west 
on  the  river.     15       600 

One  piece  of  meadow  and  woodland,  containing  12  acres, 
bounded  south  on  Juduthun  and  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Richard- 
son, east  on  Zechariah  Eichardson.  (In  margin.)  A  small 
growth  of  wood)  .13 156 

Five  acres  of  woodland,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Fowle 
Lots.     10 50 

Four  acres  of  laud,  called  The  Old  Vineyard.     12     ...     .        48 


[79.]     WILLTA]\I    SYMAIES. 

Died    January  1,  1819,  aged  61.      G.  S.    Wob.  2d.    B.  G. 

One  dwelling-house,  34  feet  by  18;  area  612  square  feet.  14 
windows ;  91  square  feet  of  glass.  The  house  2  stories.  With 
half  one  acre  of  land  on  which  the  house  stands,  bounded 
north  on  Samuel  Symmes,  west  and  south  on  Medford  line,  east 
on  the  road 500 

One  '*shay"  house,  15  feet  by  12.  12  acres  of  woodland, 
known  by  the  name  of  Wood  Hill.     25       300 

One  barn,  40  feet  by  20.  With  half  of  one  acre  of  land  on 
which  the  barn  stands.    Barn  15 40 

(In  margin.)     The  house  poor  and  old. 


[83.]     DANIEL    EEED. 

Died  May  27,  1816,  aged  81.     G.  S.     Wob.  2d.     B.  G. 

One  dwelling-house.  Two  stoi'ies  in  front.  One  in  the  rear, 
39  by  30;  area  1,170.  20  windows;  130  square  feet  of  glass. 
With  5  rods  of  land  in  front,  bounded  on  the  country  road  .     .       550 

One  farm,  with  a  barn  in  bad  repair,  40  by  30,  containing 
113  acres  of  land.  50.  Bounded  south  on  Daniel  Wyman, 
north  on  Edwai'd  Parson,  west  on  Samuel  Carter      18       ...  2,034 

One  piece  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Temple  Lot, 
parely  meadow  and  partly  upland.  Very  poor.  Containing 
41  acres.     15 615 
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[84.]    BILL  RUSSELL. 

One  dwelling-house.  2  stories  in  front.  One  in  the  rear. 
In  good  repair.  34  by  30;  area  1,140  feet.  IG  windows;  96 
square  feet 550 

One  farm  with  a  barn  thereon,  42  by  28.  In  poor  repair. 
Containing  28  acres  of  good  land,  bounded  south  on  Gardner's 
lane,  westwardly  on  Samuel  Carter.     18 540 

One  piece  of  pastureland,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Carter 
Pasture.     17  1-2  acres.    Good.     15 255 

One  piece  of  land,  10  acres,  called  Horn  Pond  Hill.  Little 
or  no  wood;    one  piece  of  marsh,  2  acres,  bounded  south  on 

the    creek,  westwardly    and    northwardly    on  lands, 

Cambridge;   one   shoemaker's   shop,  15  by  13.    New    .     .     .      100 

One  piece  of  meadow,  2  acres,  bounded  west  on  the  country 
road.     15 30 

[94.]     BENJ^iMm    WHEELER,   NATHANIEL    AVYMAN, 
Occupants;    DUNCAN  INGRAHAIM,   Owner. 

One  dwelling  -  house,  35  feet  long,  24  feet  wide ;  area 
945  square  feet.  13  windows;  94  square  feet  of  glass.  2 
stoi'ies  in  front.  In  the  rear  one.  The  land  only  on  which  the 
house  stands 550 

One  farm  containing  140  acres,  barn  thereon,  40  by  30  feet. 
Barn  60.  Bounded  north  by  Nathaniel  Brooks  and  on  the  road 
leading  to  Horn  Pond,  west  on  Diana  Adams,  south  on  Benja- 
min CouA^ers  and  Paul  Wyman,  east  on  the  Wd.  Jerusha  Rich- 
ardson and  Eleazer  Richardson.     16 2,240 

One  gristmill ;  one  j^air  of  stones.  300.  (In  margin.)  Said 
mill  in  good  repair. 

David  Wyman  had  also  one  piece  of  marsh,  2  1-2  acres  in 
Maiden,  bounded  south  on  Deacon  Green. 

[95.]     DANIEL  WYMAN. 

Died  December  18,  1831.    Aged  80.    G.   S.    Wob.  2d.    B.  G. 

One  dwelling-house,  2  stories,  38  by  18 ;  area  684  feet.  8 
windows ;  67  feet  of  glass.    Very  old  and  out  of  repair  .     .     .      120 

One  barn,  43  by  28,  50.  One  farm,  with  old  barn,  40  by  28, 
containing  95  acres.  40.  Bounded  south  on  Simon  Carter, 
north  on  Daniel  Reed.     17 1,616 
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(In  marg-in.)  Another  barn,  4;3  by  28.  Old.  One  piece  of 
land,  45  acres,  known  by  the  name  of  The  Temple  Land.  Small 
growth  of  wood  on  it.      15 576 

One  piece  of  land,  27,  partly  meadow  and  pastnreland, 
known  by  the  name  of  The  Howard  Pasture.     1(3 332 

One  piece  of  land,  4  acres,  called  The  Swamp.     10     .     .     .        40 

[115.]     PAUL  WYAL^J^. 

One  dwelling-house,  3(3  feet  by  29;  area  1,044  square  feet. 
14  windows ;  >^Ci  square  feet  of  glass.  2  stories  in  front,  one 
in  rear.     The  land,  40  perch,  on  which  the  house  stands      .     .       500 

One  barn,  40  feet  by  20.     50. 

One  acre  of  land  on  which  the  barn  stands,  bounded  east  on 
Reading  Road,  west  on  country  road.      31 80 

Seventeen  acres  of  land,  bounded  west  on  the  road,  south  on 
Capt.  Joseph  Brown  and  Zachariah   Symmes.     18      ....       306 

Sixteen  acres  of  woodland,  bounded  south  and  east  on  Abel 
Richardson,  north  and  west  on  Caleb  Swan.     15 240 

Six  acres  of  meadow,  bounded  west  on  the  road,  north  on 
John  and  Caleb  Swan,  east  and  south  on  Abel  Richardson.     15.        90 

SCOTT  FARM.    do. 

One  house,  20  by  12;  area  240  square  feet.    2  windows;  10 

square  feet  of  glass.    House  one  story 150 

One  barn,  20  feet  by  20 40 

Seventy  acres  of  land,  bounded  east  on  the  country  road, 
north  on  Esquire  Ingraham,  west  on  Benjamin  Converse,  south 

on  Daniel  Wyman.      15 1,050 

(In  margin,  to  above  70  acres.)     35  acres  young  wood. 

Four  acres  woodland  in  Fowle's  lots.     10 40 

One  trading-shop,  30  feet  by  10 40 

One  shoemaker's  shop,  12  feet  by  10 30 


BUSINESS   IN   WOBURN   IN   1800. 

The  following  particulars  are  gleaned  from  an  old  manu- 
script volume,  that  has  been  before  mentioned  in  these 
columns,  giving  a  description  of  real  estate  in  the  old  First 
Parish  of  Woburn,  which  then  included  the  present  towns 
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of  Woburn  and  Winchester,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
material  for  the  valuation  required  by  the  United  States 
direct  tax  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  the  list  in  all  its 
details  to  be  taken  as  on  the  first  of  October,  1798,  having 
in  view,  in  those  days  of  few  changes,  the  practical  situation 
in  1800,  as  well  as  to  supply  the  urgent  needs  of  the  gen- 
eral government. 

We  propose  to  give  in  this  article  the  number  and  charac- 
ter of  the  buildings  devoted  to  business  other  than  agricul- 
tural in  the  First  Parish  of  Woburn,  as  then  constituted, 
being  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  town,  the  territorial 
area  embraced  being  the  greater  part  of  the  present  towns 
of  Woburn  and  Winchester.  The  town,  in  1800,  had  1,228 
inhabitants,  and  112  houses,  valued  at  $44,495.  The  shoe- 
making  trade  seems  to  take  the  lead,  the  number  of  shops 
being  twenty-two. 

SHOEMAKEKS'   SHOPS  —  22. 

OWNERS. 

Capt.  Natliaiiiel  Brooks. 
Josiah  Brown. 
John  Converse. 
Josiah  Converse,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Eaton,  Jr. 
Capt.  Joseph  Eaton. 
Widow  Joanna  Kendall 

(Steplien  Cummings,  occnpant). 
Elijah  Leathe,  Jr. 
William  Nichols. 
Caleb  and  Joshua  Richardson. 
Edward  Richardson. 
Eleazer  Richardson  (half  a  shop) . 
Widow  Jernsha  Richardson  (half  a  shop). 
WidoAV  Jerusha  Richardson. 
Jonathan  Richardson. 
Nathan  Richardson. 
Bill  Russell. 
Benjamin  Simonds. 
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Samuel  Synimes. 
Ebenezei"  Wade. 
Ephraiiu  Weston. 
Jacob  Wright. 
Paul  Wyman. 

The  average  dimensions  of  these  shoeshops  were  11  by 
11  feet.  There  were  in  the  town  three  tanning  and  curry- 
ing establishments,  owned  respectively  by  Jeremiah  Clapp, 
Jesse  Richardson  (styled  the  4th),  and  Jonathan  Tidd. 
The  buildings  are  designated  as  follows :  — 

CURRYING-SHOPS  —  2. 

OWNERS. 


Dimensions  in  feet. 

Jeremiah  Clapp. 

16x14. 

Jesse  Richartlsou,  4th. 

13x15. 

TAJNISTEES'  SHOPS  — 1. 

OWNER. 

Jonathan  Tidd. 

16x12. 

TAPHOUSES  —  2. 

OWNERS. 

Jeremiah  Clapp. 

30x22. 

Jesse  Eichardson,  4th. 

21x21. 

BARKIIOUSE  -   1. 

OWNER. 

Jonathan  Tidd. 

24x20. 

Think  of  the  small  size  and  number  of  these  leather 
establishments  in  1800,  in  comparison  with  the  many  of  the 
present  year,  1884,  in  the  same  limits,  whose  great  buildings 
and  enterprise  are  patent  to  all  of  us,  and  consider  what  a 
work  eighty  brief  years  have  wrought ! 

There  is  enumerated  in  our  list  but  one  store,  and  that 
one  owned  by  Josiah  Converse,  Jr.     It  was  an  unfinished 
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building  of  about  24  by  18  feet,  having  two  reasonably 
large-sized  windows,  and  was  valued  at  -SlOO,  Paul 
Wyman  had  what  is  styled  a  "  trading-shop,"  30  by  10  feet, 
and  valued  at  $40.  An  article  published  in  the  Wohurn 
Journal  as  long  ago  as  July,  1858,  on  the  death  of  Col. 
John  Wade,  says  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, when  Colonel  Wade  commenced  business  in  Woburn, 
there  were  three  stores  in  town,  namely,  one  at  the  "•  Black 
Horse  "  (in  Winchester),  kept  by  Paul  Wyman,  one  at  New 
Bridge  (North  Woburn),  kept  by  Maj.  Abijah  Thompson, 
and  another  at  Woburn  Centre,  kept  by  Zebadiah  Wyman. 
Colonel  Wade  began  business  in  the  store,  latterly  Bowen 
Buckman's  and  A.  E.  Thompson's,  with  a  capital  of  $170. 
As  the  actual  time  of  his  commencing  business  is  assigned 
by  the  writer  of  the  article  (Nathan  Wyman)  to  the  year 
1802,  the  inference  is  that  the  stores  of  Abijah  Thompson 
and  Zebadiah  Wyman  were  not  kept  in  separate  buildings 
from  their  houses.  "  Zeb's  store  "  is  mentioned  in  a  contem- 
porary diary  under  the  date  of  1796.  There  were  mechanic 
shops  in  town  other  than  shoemakers'  shops  and  currying- 
shops,  as  follows  :  — 

AVHEELWRIGHT  SHOP  —  1 . 

OWNEK. 

Zadock  Wyman. 

BLACKSMITH  SHOPS  — 5. 

OWNERS. 

Capt.  Joseph  Brown. 
Reuben  Richardson. 
Josiah  Richardson. 
Abijah  Thompson, 
Elisha  Tottingham. 

SADDLERS'  SHOPS  — 2. 

OWNERS. 

Capt.  Joshua  Reed. 
Joshua  Reed,  Jr. 


And  — 
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COOPERS'  SHOPS  — 6. 

OWNERS. 

John  Eanies. 
Zadock  Ilichardson. 
Samuel  Eicliardson. 
Jesse  Richardson. 
Samuel  Tidd. 
Jabez  Thompson. 

JOmERS'   SHOPS  — 2. 

OAVNEUS. 

Bartholomew  Richardson,  od. 
Barnabas  Richardson,  Jr. 

WORKSHOPS  — 5. 

OWNERS. 

Widow  Joanna  Geary. 

S.  E.  &  E.  Wyman. 

Joseph  and  Ebene/er  Lawrence. 

Edmund  Parker. 

William  Tay. 

There  were  three  sawmills,  of  one  saw  each,  and  seven 
gristmills  having  one  pair  of  stones  each. 

SAWMILLS  — 3. 

OWNERS. 

Jacob  Eames. 
Stephen  Richardson. 
Jesse  Richardson. 

GRISTMILLS  — 7. 

OWNERS. 

Andrew  Evans. 
Obadiah  Kendall. 
Stephen  Richardson. 
Joseph  Richardson. 
Jeduthun  Richardson. 
Abel  Richardson. 
Duncan  Insfraham. 
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Obadiah  Kendall's  gristmill  is  spoken  of  as  a  good  mill, 
and  goes  seven  months  in  a  year.  Joseph  Richardson's 
mill  grinds  "all  the  year,"  and  Duncan  Ingraham's  mill 
(Nathaniel  Wyman,  occupant)  was  in  good  repair.  The 
other  mills  were  subject  to  no  special  remark.  Our  older 
citizens  can  identify  most,  if  not  all,  of  them. 

There  was  — 

ONE  CIDER-MILL. 

OWNER. 

Jacob  Eames. 

There  were  — 

THREE  CIDER-MILL  HOUSES. 

OWNERS. 

S.  E.  &  E.  Wyman. 

Josiah  Fowle. 

Joshua  Wyman  (half -owner). 

There  was  — 

•     ONE  BAKEHOUSE. 


And 


And  — 


OAVNER. 

Widow  Eunice  Wyman. 

ONE  MALTHOUSE. 

OWNER. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Wyman. 

TEN  CHAISE,  OR  ''SHAY,"  HOUSES. 

OWNERS. 

Capt.  Joseph  Brown. 

Jeremiah  Chipp. 

Josiah  Fowle. 

Jacob  Peirce. 

Zachariah  Richardson,  Jr. 

Abel  Richardson. 

William  Symmes. 

Samuel  Thompson,  Esq. 

Jonathan  Tidd. 

Capt.  Benjamin  Wyman. 


The  Ayicient  and  Honorahle  Artillery  Company.       161 

The  chaise,  a  luxury  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  and 
before  the  era  of  raih-oads,  is  now  seldom  seen  among  us. 
Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  in  his  diary  records,  says  that  on 
September  30,  1796,  while  he  was  on  his  way  home,  with  his 
wife,  from  a  visit  to  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  he  overturned 
his  chaise.  c. 


THE    ANCIENT    AND     HONORABLE     ARTILLERY 

COMPANY. 

The  town  of  Winchester  is  interested  in  the  history  of 
this  ancient  company,  having  furnished  members  both  in 
the  earlier  and  the  later  times. 

From  Whitman's  History,  published  in  1842,  we  learn 
that  the  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  London,  now  com- 
manded by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  about  500  years  old.  It 
is  stated,  however,  in  Wood's  "  Bowman's  Glory,"  printed 
about  200  years  ago,  that  it  was  chartered  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII,  and  the  charter  is  printed  in  full  in  the  last- 
named  work.  This  date  must  have  been  less  than  400  years 
ago.  Yet  the  date  of  the  charter  does  not  determine  the 
actual  age  of  the  Company  itself. 

In  1636  there  were  in  New  England,  already  formed,  seven 
volunteer  "•  Train  Bands."  That  in  Charlestown  was  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Robert  Sedgewick,  styled  by  Edward  John- 
son "  Noble  Captain  Sedgewick,"  one  of  the  Commissioners 
charged  with  determining  the  bounds  of  our  territory. 
Captain  Sedgewick  became,  later,  major-general  of  all  the 
militia  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  "  He  was,"  says 
Johnson,^  "stout  and  active  in  all  feats  of  war,  nurs't  up  in 
London's  Artillery  Garden,  and  furthered  with  experience  in 
the  New  England  exact  theory  ;  besides  the  help  of  a  very 
good  headpiece." 

'  "  The  Woufler-Working  Providence,"  p.  192. 
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Several  of  the  earliest  New  England  planters  had  belonged 
to  the  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  London,  and  natu- 
rally desired  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  same  in  the  land  of 
their  adoption,  while  the  military  spirit  of  our  fathers  was  as 
prominent  a  trait  as  their  religious  zeal.  They  strove  equally 
to  become  shining  ornaments  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and 
the  sturdy  defenders  of  civil  society ;  and  we  find  the  prin- 
cipal magistrates  and  influential  citizens  united  in  forming  a 
new  military  association  as  early  as  1637,  which  included  the 
officers  of  the  "  Train  Bands  "  spoken  of.  Johnson  records 
that  "  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson  gave  the  sum  of  <£  1,000,  which 
was  expended  on  great  artillery."  These  movements 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Ancieyit  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts,  which  received  its 
charter  from  Governor  Winthrop  in  1638. 

This  was  the  first  regularly  organized  company  of  the 
kind  in  America,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  germ  and  model 
of  the  militia  of  New  England,  and  in  most  other  parts  of 
our  country. 

Of  the  twenty-four  charter  members,  Capt.  Edward  Johnson 
was  one,  Capt.  Robert  Keane  was  the  first  commander,  and 
Maj.-Gen.  Robert  Sedgewick  was  the  second. 

There  have  been,  down  to  the  present  time,  235  com- 
manders of  this  company  and  217  preachers  of  Artillery 
Election  Sermons,  both  of  which  offices  have  been  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  appointments  to  which  are  considered 
marks  of  honorable  distinction. 

Among  the  commanders  connected  with  the  history  of 
Woburn  and  Winchester  may  be  named :  — 

Maj.-Gen.  Robert  Se  Igewick,  in  1640,  also  in  1645-48. 

Lieut.-Col.  John  Symmes,  in  1755,  also  in  1761. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  Brooks,  in  1787,  also  in  1794. 

Maj.  Charles  W.  Stevens,  1880. 
And  of  other  officers  or  members,  Woburn  :  — 

Capt.  Edward  Johnson,  1642. 
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Lieut.  John  Mousal,  1642. 
Henry  Parker,  1645. 
Col.  Jonathan  Tyng,  1670. 
Josiah  Carter,  1732. 
Capt.  Luke  Richardson,  1812. 
Major  Wyman  Richardson,  1824. 
Brig.-Gen.  Abijah  Thoi^ipson,  1828. 
Ephraim  B.  Patch,  1842. 
Capt.  Abijah  Franklin  Thompson,  1857. 
Capt.  Thomas  Glynn,  1857. 
Capt.  Timothy  Winn,  1857. 
Col.  William  T.  Grammar,  1858. 
Capt.  Albert  Thompson,  1863. 
Henry  T.  Champney,  1868. 
Maj.  Charles  W.  Stevens. 
Maj.  Thomas  J.  Pierce. 
And  within  Winchester  limits  :  — 
Richard  Gardner. 
Capt.  John  Gardner. 
Lieut.  Edmund  Parker,  1828. 
Capt.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  1846. 
James  A.  Dupee,  1858. 
Capt.  William  Pratt,  1859  (Sergt.  1880-81). 
David  N.  Skillings,  1862. 
William  H.  Bailey,  1864. 
Leone  S.  Quimby,  1873  (Sergt.  1879-80). 
Charles  H.  Dunham,  1877. 
Abijah  Thompson,  1879  (Sergt.  1884-85). 
George  G.  Stratton,  1880  (Sergt.  1881-82). 
Henry  F.  Johnson,  1880. 
Charles  H.  Dunham,  Jr.,  1882. 
David  N.  Skillings,  Jr.,  1882. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  delivered  the  Election  Sermon 
in  1821. 

Winchester,  January  6,  1885.  ABIJAH   THOMPSON. 
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1786. 

Among  the  old  papers  deposited  with  the  Society  is  one 
containing  a  list  of  the  children  attending  the  school  held  in 
Richardsons'  Row,  in  17815.  The  paper  was  contributed  by 
Mr.  Luther  Richardson  and  is  of  special  interest  in  very 
many  respects,  such  as  the  form  and  texture  of  the  paper 
itself,  the  beautiful  chirography  of  the  master  who  wrote  it, 
and  the  information  it  gives  respecting  the  families  of  the 
pupils.  It  is  neatly  constructed  in  tabular  form,  with  columns 
denoting  the  family  name  as  well  as  the  pupil's  name,  and 
that  of  the  family  in  which  he  resides. 

In  a  condensed  form  the  particulars  are  as  follows : — 

Thomas,  Samuel,  Luther,  Calvin,  and  Fanny  Richardson. 
Family,  Mr.  Jeduthun  Richardson. 

John,  Asaph,  and  Samuel  Evans.     F.,  Mr.  Andrew  Evans. 

Simeon  Parker.     F.,  "  Do.  Junior." 

Joseph,  John,  Thomas,  and  Polly  Eaton.  F.,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Eaton. 

Joseph  Whittemore.     F.,  Mr. Holden. 

Abigail  Hadley.     F.,  Mr. Hadley. 

Isaac  Richardson.     F.,  Mr.  Jesse  Richardson. 

Richard,  Nathan,  Lydia,  and  Hannah  Richardson.  F.,  Mr. 
Nathan  Richardson. 

Aaron  Brooks,  Betty  Brooks,  and  Polly  Richardson.  F., 
Mr.  Zachariah  Richardson,  Jr. 

Peggy  Watts.     F.,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Watts. 

Nathaniel  Watts,  Sally  Miller,  Abigail  Miller.  F.,  Mr. 
Jonathan  Richardson. 

David  Hadley.     F.,  Mr.  Samuel  Watts. 

Daniel  and  Juda  Richardson.    F.,  Mr.  Benjamin  Richardson. 

John  and  Patty  Skinner.     F.,  Mr.  John  Skinner. 

Jesse  Wyman.     F.,  Mr.  Paul  Wyman. 

Samuel  T.  Wyman  and  Abigail  Jaquith.  F.,  Mr.  Noah 
Wyman. 
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Lydia  Meades.     F.,  Mr.  Joseph  Brown. 

Susannah  and  Samuel  S3''mmes.     F.,  Mr.  Samuel  Symmes. 

Mary,  Ruby,  Lydia,  Reuben,  and  Isaac  Richardson.  F., 
Mr.  Abel  Richardson. 

Joseph  Skinner,  Jr.     F.,  Mr.  Joseph  Skinner. 

Benjamin  and  Beulah  Convers.    F.,  Mr.  Benjamin  Convers. 

Total  number,  46. 

N.  B.  —  There  are  several  others  within  my  knowledge 
who  do  not  attend  the  school,  but  frequentl}-  send  me  their 
books  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  copies,  sums,  etc. 

MICHAEL  McDONXELL, 
WOBURN,  March  2,  17SG.  Teacher. 


THE   BALDWIN   APPLE. 

[/''or  the  New  Enyland  Farmer.] 

[It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter  to  obtain  a  correct  history 
of  men  or  events  that  belonged  to  periods  of  a  comparatively 
recent  date.  The  history  of  the  Baldwin  apple  is  an  illus- 
tration in  point.  Since  our  publication,  in  a  recent  number, 
of  such  facts  as  we  could  find  on  the  subject,  we  have 
received  the  following  letter  from  a  reader  of  the  Farmer.  — 
Ed.] 

Ik  your  issue  of  March  14  you  gave  a  history  of  the 
Baldwin  apple.  There  must  have  been  a  mistake  about  the 
location  of  the  original  tree,  or  there  were  in  this  vicinity 
two  trees  which  bore  natural  fruit  of  the  same  flavor  and 
quality.  Mr.  Charles  Brooks,  in  his  "History  of  Medford," 
page  19,  gives  an  account  of  the  first  Baldwin  apple,  which 
is  substantially  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  first  tree  producing  this  delicious  fruit  grew  on  the 
farm  of  Ebenezer  Brooks,  who  bought  the  farm  in  1715.  It 
was  afterward  owned  by  his  son  Caleb,  the  father  of  Governor 
Brooks.     The  tree  was  about  six  hundred  feet  south  of  the 
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old  Black  Horse  Tavern  in  Winchester,  and  three  rods  east 
of  Main  Street.  At  the  request  of  Governor  Brooks,  the 
writer  [Mr.  Charles  Brooks]  made  a  visit  to  that  tree  in 
1813,  and  climbed  it.  It  was  very  old,  and  partly  decayed, 
but  bore  fruit  abundantly.  Around  its  trunk  the  wood- 
peckers had  drilled  as  many  as  five  or  six  circles  of  holes, 
not  larger  than  a  pea,  and  from  this  most  visible  peculiarity 
the  apples  were  called  '  woodpecker  apples.'  By  degrees 
their  name  was  shortened  to  '  peckers,'  and,  during  my 
youth,  they  were  seldom  called  by  any  other  name.  How 
they  came  by  their  present  appellation  is  this  :  Young 
Baldwin  of  Woburn,  afterward  a  colonel,  and  father  of 
Loammi,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  young  Thompson  (after- 
ward Count  Rumford),  and,  as  lovers  of  science,  they  asked 
permission  of  Professor  Winthrop  to  attend  his  course  of  lec- 
tures in  natural  philosophy  at  Harvard  College.  Twice  each 
week  these  two  thirsty  and  ambitious  students  walked  from 
their  homes  in  Woburn  to  bring  back  with  them  from  Cam- 
bridge the  teachings  of  the  learned  professor.  One  day  as  they 
were  passing  by  the  'woodpecker  tree,'  they  stopped  to  con- 
template the  tempting  red  cheeks  on  those  loaded  boughs, 
and  the  result  of  such  contemplations  was  the  usual  one : 
they  took  and  tasted.  Sudden  and  great  surprise  was  the 
consequence.  They  instantly  exclaimed  to  each  other  that 
it  was  the  finest  apple  they  ever  tasted.  Some  years  after 
this.  Colonel  Baldwin  took  several  scions  to  a  public  nursery, 
and  from  this  circumstance  they  named  the  apple  after  him, 
which  name  it  has  since  retained."  (Mrs.  Le  Bosquet,  a 
relative  of  Governor  Brooks,  inherited  the  farm,  and  with 
her  husband,  Capt.  John  Le  Bosquet,  lived  upon  it.  She 
used  to  say  that  Mr.  Baldwin  and  other  gentlemen  came  for 
grafts.)  "  In  the  gale  of  September,  1815,  this  parent  tree 
fell ;  but  few  parents  have  left  behind  so  many  flourishing 
and  beloved  children." 

Although  partially  blown  over,  this  tree  lived  many  years, 
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and  sent  up  a  vigorous  sprout  from  the  root,  which  bore 
apjjles  first  like  those  of  the  old  tree.  This  proves  the  fruit 
to  have  been  natural  and  not  grafted.  The  tree  was  finally 
destroyed,  in  1866,  by  the  burning  of  the  dwelling-house  near 
which  it  stood. 

MAKSHALL  SYMMES. 


FEOM  RICHARDSON  MEMORIAL,  BY  YIXTON. 
[Page  71.] 
"  To  Loammi  Baldwin  the  community  are  indebted  for  the 
introduction  to  public  notice  and  the  successful  cultivation 
of  that  choice  fruit,  the  Baldwin  apple.  The  story  is  given 
in  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall's  '  History  of  Woburn,'  page  388  ; 
it  was  also  stated  to  me  by  Colonel  Baldwin's  youngest  son, 
George  Rumford  Baldwin,  in  a  visit  I  made  to  his  house  in 
August,  1858.  Mr.  Brooks,  in  his  'History  of  Medford,' 
pages  19,  20,  has  fallen  into  some  mistakes." 


Woburn,  April  8,  1885. 
Abijah  Thompson,  Esq.,  Winchester. 

Bear  Sir,  —  At  your  request  I  will  inform  you  what  I 
remember  well  from  my  youth  in  relation  to  the  origin  of 
the  famous  Baldwin  apple.  According  to  our  family  record, 
I  was  born  in  Burlington,  on  the  eighth  of  April,  1809,  and  am 
seventy-six  (76)  years  old  to-day.  When  I  was  not  far 
from  twelve  years  of  age,  I  remember  going  with  Capt. 
James  Cutler,  of  Burlington,  he  being  a  near  neighbor  of  my 
father,  to  Wood  Hill,  so  called,  he  being  a  stone-mason,  to 
get  some  stone  bounds  he  had  split  out  to  put  up  on  the 
town  line  between  Woburn  and  Stoneham.  It  being  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  stone,  he  said  he  would  go  and  show 
me  where  the  first '  pecker '  apple-tree  stood.    We  accordingly 
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went,  and  found  it  in  Wilmington,  Mass.,  near  Butters  Row, 
so  called,  and  I  think  not  more  than  half  a  mile  from  the 
Burlington  town  line. 

I  think  the  late  Asa  G.  Sheldon  has  given  a  true  version 
of  the  first  discovery  of  the  '  pecker,'  now  called  the  Baldwin, 
apple-tree,  in  the  book  he  published  of  his  life.  I  have  no 
more  doubt  that  the  place  I  have  described  is  where  the  tree 
originated,  than  I  have  that  the  site  of  your  late  father  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Thompson's  house  stands  on  or  near  the 
site  in  Winchester  where  that  old  mansion  and  that  father  of 
all  elm-trees,  as  it  was  called,  stood  seventy  jears  ago,  known 
as  the  Abel  Richardson  place. 

I  remember  when  I  was  a  boy  it  was  called  the  '  pecker ' 
apple  when  first  discovered,  for  the  reason  that  a  bird  called 
the  woodpecker  girdled  the  bark  of  the  tree  so  that  it  looked 
like  bees'  honeycomb. 

Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  whose  farm  was  in  North  Woburn, 
cut  scions  from  the  tree  and  set  them  in  his  orchard,  and  the 
fruit  from  these  grafted  trees  was  first  called  Baldwin 
apples. 

Mr.  Abel  Winn,  your  grandfather,  Josiah  Walker,  and  my 
father,  William  Winn,  all  living  in  the  easterly  part  of  Bur- 
lington, not  more  than  four  miles  from  the  original  tree,  and 
near  Colonel  Baldwin's,  were  among  the  first  to  raise  the  Bald- 
win apple.  The  apple  pumice  which  came  from  the  cider- 
mill  was  planted  by  them  in  drills,  and  when  the  trees  were 
large  enough  they  were  budded  from  the  Colonel's  orchard. 

Mr.  Abel  Winn  had  a  large  nursery.  I  remember  it  well. 
People  came  from  a  great  distance  to  purchase  Baldwin 
apple-trees.  He  sold  them  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents 
apiece,  according  to  their  age,  from  the  bud. 

I  have  an  old  orchard  on  my  farm  containing  two  hundred 
Baldwin  apple-trees.  My  father  raised  these  trees  in  his 
nursery,  budded,  and  set  them  where  they  now  stand. 

Fifty-one  years  ago  last  fall,  it  being  the  first  year  of  their 
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bearing  much,  I  sold  to  Benjamin  Davis,  who  kept  a  stall  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  Boston,  four  hundred  barrels  of  num- 
ber ones  and  twos,  which  was  said  to  have  been  the  largest 
crop  raised  by  any  person  at  that  time. 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  probably  there  were  not  five  hundred 
barrels  raised  in  New  England,  in  any  one  year ;  and  I  think 
they  are  the  best  apple  ever  produced  in  the  country. 

With  assurance  of  regard,  I  subscribe  myself 

Very  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM    AVINN. 


THE   BALDWIN   APPLE. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  publishing  the  following  valu- 
able article  upon  the  much  controverted  history  of  this 
apple. 

In  the  early  proceedings  of  this  Society  the  subject  was 
introduced  as  one  inviting  thorough  investigation,  and  this 
article  presents  an  array  of  testimonies,  direct  and  inferen- 
tial, which  those  who  dissent  will  do  well  to  study  with  much 
care  and  respectful  consideration. 

The  subject  may  be  the  more  conveniently  pursued  by 
others  from  having  such  a  well-written  and  methodical 
treatment  of  it  before  them. 

Some  one  may  ask,  however,  whence  did  that  tree  in  the 
Wilmington  woods  derive  the  qualities  which  give  its  fruit 
such  a  world-wide  fame  and  a  value  so  incomparable  ? 

The  apple,  like  most  articles  of  human  diet,  in  its  wild 
native  state  is  not  a  palatable  fruit,  and  its  progress  from  the 
small  and  acrid  crab  to  the  delicious  aroma  and  flavor  of  the 
perfected  fruit  is  a  matter  of  most  interesting  reflection,  if 
not  of  possible  historical  or  scientific  explanation.  No 
eligible  fruit,  as  we  apprehend,  has  yet  been  traced  to  the 
native   American   crab  ;    the  apple,  as  it  is   with  us,  is    of 
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European  origin,  and  the  development  or  evolution  of  this 
excellent  fruit,  like  that  of  wheat  from  its  parental  grass, 
is  a  prehistoric  marvel. 

Did  a  native  American  crabapple-tree,  either  at  "  Butters 
Row,"  or  a  few  yards  "  south  of  the  Black  Horse  Tavern," 
or  in  Tewksbury,  or  elsewhere,  by  any  force  within  its  own 
bark,  —  with  or  without  the  attendance  of  the  "  woodpeck- 
ers,"—  develop  into  one  whose  sap  (see  "Baldwin  Apple  "  in 
Brooks's  Medford)  so  fascinated  the  red-headed  birds,  and 
whose  fruit  so  captivated  human  eyes  by  its  beauty  and  the 
palate  by  its  exquisite  flavor?  Or  did  some  seedling  of 
European  origin  find  its  way  to  the  American  wilderness 
and  cultivate  itself  to  such  perfection  ?  Tracing  the 
"original  tree  "  to  Bntters's  farm,  or  any  other  farm,  still 
leaves  room  for  much  speculation  upon  the  question  how  it 
got  there. 

The  accompanying  photographs  of  prominent  old  homes 
named  in  this  paper  form  an  additional'  attraction  to  its 
historical  statements,  especially  as  the  descriptive  notes 
exhibit  the  relationship  of  the  parties  associated  with  the 
name  of  the  apple  and  its  earliest  introduction  (by  common 
consent)  to  public  attention.  G.  c. 


No.  1.  The  home  of  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  built  in  1661 
by  his  great-grandfather,  Dea.  Henry  Baldwin.  Now  owned 
and  occupied  by  George  R.  Baldwin,  a  son  of  Colonel 
Loammi. 


No.  2.  The  home  of  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  built  by 
his  father,  Samuel  Thompson,  about  1730. 

No.  3.  The  home  of  Abijah  Thompson,  sheriff,  built  by 
him  about  1778.     Long  a  well-known  tavern. 

No.  4.  The  home  of  Rev.  Leander  Thompson,  built  in 
1809  by  his  father,  Dea.  Charles  Thompson,  a  son  of 
Sheriff  Abijah. 


172  The  Winchester  Record. 

THE   BALDWIN   APPLE. 

BY  REV.    LEANDER  THOMPSON. 

No  less  than  seven  cities  contended  for  the  honor  of  having 
been  the  birthplace  of  Homer. 

Each  of  the  seven,  however,  was  indifferent  to  the  claim 
till  the  fame  of  the  poet  had  been  achieved.  Smyrna,  Chios, 
Colophon,  Salamis,  Rhodes,  Argos,  Athense,  each  and  all, 
then  were  ready  to  claim,  as  they  were  to  worship,  the 
"  Divine  Homer." 

Thus,  in  its  humble  way,  has  the  Baldwin  apple,  with  its 
world-wide  fame,  found  numerous  aspirants  for  the  honor  of 
possessing  the  original  parent  tree. 

Spread  out  before  me,  as  I  write,  are  some  forty  or  more 
papers,  each  containing  its  own  story  of  the  origin  and  his- 
tory of  this  apple  ;  and  it  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  claims 
are  set  up  in  these  papers  for  the  old  classical  "seven" 
different  towns  to  the  honor  of  its  birthplace.  Tewksbury, 
Billerica,  Burlington,  Wilmington,  Somerville,  Medford,  in 
Massachusetts ;  and  Baldwin,  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  writer  of  this  article  is  not  a  native,  nor  has  he 
been  a  resident,  of  either  of  the  seven  towns  named,  and  has 
no  claim  to  present  for  his  native  Woburn,  personally  having 
no  prejudice  or  preference  for  or  against  the  conflicting 
claimants ;  yet  in  the  interests  of  simple  truth  feels  it 
proper  to  state  certain  historical  facts  which  have  been  as 
familiar  to  him  as  household  words  from  his  childhood,  and 
to  corroborate  these  facts  by  the  testimony  of  others. 

In  comparing  the  statements'  of  different  writers  upon  this 
subject  it  is  very  noticeable  that  they  largely  copy,  essen- 
tially, the  statements  of  others,  and  very  few  of  them  have 
made  independent  investigation  for  themselves.  The  "  hear- 
says "  abound,  and  inferences  from  rumors,  themselves  with- 
out foundation,  are  still  wider  from  historical  fact. 
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The  only  claim  which  Billerica  and  Burlington  seem  to 
urge  for  the  disputed  honor,  as  far  as  is  known  to  the  writer, 
rests  upon  the  fact  that  the  wooded  region  in  Wilmington, 
in  which  tradition  says  that  Mr.  Butters  found  the  small 
original  tree,  which  he  transplanted  near  his  house,  borders 
upon  both  these  towns  and  is  not  far  from  either. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  in  the  "  Memorial  History  of 
Boston,"  says  :  "  One  autumn  day,  while  surveying  the  route 
of  the  Middlesex  Canal  in  Billerica,  old  Colonel  Baldwin 
chanced  across  an  apple-tree,  the  fruit  of  which  was  very 
red  and  handsome,"  etc.  In  the  Journal  of  Agriculture., 
1852,  another  writer  is  referred  to,  who  supposes  "  Burling- 
ton, adjoining  Woburn,  was  the  native  place  "  of  this  apple. 

If  there  was  a  man  living  who  should  have  known  the 
validity  of  these  statements  when  they  were  made,  it  was 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,  the  very  careful  writer  of  the  "  His- 
tory of  Woburn,"  including  that  of  Burlington,  as  well  as 
frequent  notice  of  Billerica,  an  adjoining  town.  But  he 
names  Wilmington  as  the  unquestioned  native  place  of 
the  apple. 

The  claim  of  Tewksbury  is  more  positive.  A  writer  in 
CoWs  Fruit  Book,  1849,  says  of  the  Baldwin  apple,  that 
"  Wilmington  and  Tewksbury  seem  to  have  an  equal  claim." 
But  the  writer  of  the  following  letter,  found  in  the  Ameri- 
can Gardener's  31agazine,  October,  1835,  is  very  confident  in 
his  expressions :  "  The  original  tree  grew  on  the  farm  of  my 
grandfather,  Mr.  John  Ball,  formerly  of  Tewksbury.  The 
farm  was  situated  one  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the 
Merrimac  River,  and  three  miles  southeast  of  Lowell.  Mr. 
Ball  purchased  the  land,  then  in  a  state  of  nature,  about  the 
year  1740.  He  cleared  up  a  small  lot,  on  which  he  erected 
buildings.  This  tree  came  up  not  long  after  in  the  lane 
leading  from  the  house  to  the  barn.  My  father,  the  late 
Dr.  Benjamin  Kittredge,  of  Tewksbury,  who  was  born  in 
the  year  1742,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  tree,  and 
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resided  there  till  his  death,  in  1822,  said  it  was  a  large  tree 
when  he  was  a  lad  ;  that  it  was  not  engrafted,  as  no  person 
at  that  time  in  Tewksbury  was  acquainted  with  grafting ; 
that  it  was,  to  use  his  expression,  '  the  mother  of  them  all. 
It  is  now  more  than  fort}^  years  since  scions  were  taken  from 
this  tree  and  set  on  trees  growing  on  my  father's  farm, 

"  The  apple  was  confined  to  that  neighborhood  for  many 
years  when  the  late  Colonel  Baldwin,  of  Woburn,  became 
acquainted  with  it.  He  at  once  perceived  its  great  excel- 
lence and  brought  it  into  general  notice.  From  him  it 
received  its  present  name.  We  called  it  the  '  Red  Graft,' 
as  it  was  then  the  only  engrafted  fruit  we  had  on  the  farm, 
and  it  still  retains  that  name  in  our  family. 

"  The  original  tree  was  alive  when  I  removed  to  this  place 
in  the  summer  of  1817.  In  1832,  being  at  Tewksbur}'^,  I 
visited  the  spot  where  it  once  stood,  but  found  it  had  disap- 
peared. It  was  a  very  high  tree,  by  far  the  highest  apple- 
tree  I  have  ever  seen ;  but  not  large  in  circumference,  the 
limbs  growing  upright.  The  trunk,  too,  was  unusally  large 
for  a  Baldwin,  but  had  begun  to  decay  when  I  last  saAV  it. 

"  Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  "  EUFUS  KITTREDGE. 

"Portsmouth,  September  8,  1835." 

Now,  not  stopping  to  show  that  Colonel  Baldwin  could 
not  have  taken  his  first  scions  from  each  one  of  several  trees 
in  several  towns,  as  is  affirmed,  we  will  attend  to  a  letter 
written  between  nine  and  ten  years  before  that  of  Mr. 
Kittredge  above,  and  published  in  tlie  New  England  Farmer 
in  1826.  The  writer  is  a  well-known  Wilmington  man,  but 
resides  in  Boston. 

ExTKACT.  —  "  Having  noticed  some  remarks  in  a  late 
number  of  your  paper  respecting  the  origin  of  the  fruit 
known  in  this  city  by  the  name  of  the  Baldwin  apple,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  stating  the  following  facts,  many  of  which  I 
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am  i^ersonally  knowing  to,  and  others  I  have  learned  from 
the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  to^Aal. 

"WHERE   THIS    APPLE   WAS    FIRST   DISCOVERED. 

"An  old  gentleman  of  Wilmington,  by  the  name  of  But- 
ters, discovered  on  his  farm  an  apple-tree  of  spontaneous 
origin,  which  bore  a  fine  red  apple.  The  tree  was  very  pro- 
ductive and  the  apple  very  much  admired,  and  it  was  denom- 
inated in  the  neighborhood  the  '  Butters  apple.'  Afterward 
it  was  called  the  'woodpecker,'  because  the  bird  of  this  name 
frequented  this  tree  in  preference  to  others,  probably  on 
account  of  the  richness  of  the  flavor  of  its  sap.  It  has  by 
some  been  called  by  abbreviation  the  'pecker  '  apple. 

"Colonel  Baldwin,  of  Woburn,  first  introduced  the  'wood- 
pecker '  into  the  market,  hence  it  took  the  name  of  the  '  Bald- 
win apple.' 

"  Fift}^  years  ago  (about  1775)  Dr.  Jabez  Brown,  of  Wil- 
mington, now  eighty-three  years  old,  took  scions  from  the 
mother  tree,  and  grafted  two  trees  on  a  farm  of  his  m  the 
town  of  Tewkshury.  Forty-five  years  ago  this  gentleman 
brought  specimens  of  the  '  wooilpecker '  apple  to  Boston 
(1780),  and  presented  them  to  General  Sullivan,  afterward 
Governor  Sullivan.  The  growth  of  this  fruit  must  at  that 
time  have  been  confined  to  a  very  small  number  of  trees,  prob- 
ably not  more  than  four  or  five ;  for  within  my  remembrance, 
say  thirty  years  ago  (1776),  I  could  have  pointed  out  all  the 
trees  which  then  bore  the  '  woodpecker.' 

"  I  took  scions  myself  from  a  graft  taken  from  the  original 
tree  and  carried  them  to  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  where  they  are  now  -producing  on  the  farm  of 
the  Hon.  B.  Taft. 

"  Many  of  the  facts,  as  I  have  stated,  I  am  personally 
knowing  to  ;  others  I  have  recently  ascertained  from  some 
of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  .Wilmington,  particularly  from 
Dr.  Brown  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Butters,  the  oldest 
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of  that  name  now  living  and  a  distant  relation  of  the  original 
discoverer  of  the  '  woodpecker  '  apple. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 
*'  Boston,  April  12, 1826.  J.  B.  BEOWN." 

I  have  introduced  the  foregoing  letter  not  merely  as  fur- 
nishing testimony  in  favor  of  Wilmington,  which  is  at  pres- 
ent deferred,  but  as  casting  a  light  on  what  has  been  called 
the  "  equal  claim  "  of  Wilmington  and  Tewksbury. 

Besides  expressly  declaring  Wilmington  to  be  the  original 
home  of  the  pecker  apple,  it  tells  us  that  Dr.  Jabez  Brown, 
on  Dr.  Brown's  own  authority,  took  scions  from  the  mother 
tree  at  a  very  early  period  —  about  the  time,  so  far  as  we 
know,  when  Mr.  Butters  first  discovered  the  qualities  of  the 
fruit,  and  grafted  two  trees  on  his  farm  in  Tewksbury. 

This  may  or  may  not  have  been  the  origin  of  the  tree 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Kittredge,  but  Mr.  Kittredge's  account 
of  the  peculiar  form  and  appearance  of  his  grandfather's  tree 
quite  agrees  with  that  of  Asa  G.  Sheldon,  the  famous  Wil- 
mington farmer,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Sheldon  says,  1862:  "I  once  heard  that  the  tree  was 
claimed  in  North  Tewksbury,  and  made  a  journey  up  there 
to  see  what  proof  could  be  afforded  of  it.  I  was  shown  a 
tree  they  call  a  Baldwin,  but  it  bore  little  resemblance  to 
the  Baldwin  tree  of  Wilmington.  I  know  of  no  better  way 
to  describe  it  than  by  calling  it  a  two-story  tree.  1  did  not 
see  any  of  the  fruit,  nor  could  I  find  a  man  in  the  neigh- 
borhood able  to  give  any  information  as  to  where  the  tree 
came  from." 

It  seems  from  this  account  and  from  Mr.  Kittredge's 
account,  that,  though  Dr.  Brown  had  at  a  very  early 
period  put  Wilmington  scions  into  trees  of  his  own  in 
Tewksbury,  the  Kittredge  apple  was  really  not  the  same 
variety  of  fruit,  and  that  the  trees  were  quite  unlike  in 
their  appearance. 
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The  claim  of  Somerville  and  Samuel  Jaques  evidently  had 
its  orighi  in  simple  misapprehension  and  hasty  inference. 

A  writer  in  Downinr/s  horticulturist,  184(3,  says :  *•'  I  am 
informed  that  Maj.  Samuel  Jaques,  of  Somerville,  eminent 
as  an  agriculturist,  breeder,  and  horticulturist,  as  well  as  a 
public  benefactor  of  the  age,  now  owns  that  part  of  the 
farm  on  wliich  the  original  Baldwin  tree  grew,  and  has 
placed  a  monument  on  the  site  where  it  once  flourished." 

It  is  singular  that,  though  the  writer,  Benjamin  V.  French, 
of  Braintree,  has  in  this  very  article  expressly  said  the  origi- 
nal tree  grew  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Butters  in  Wilmington, 
some  other  writer  weakly  inferred  that  because  Colonel 
Jaques  owned  the  land  on  which  the  original  tree  stood, 
theiefore  the  original  tree  grew  in  Somerville,  where  Col- 
onel Jaques  lived. 

Still  later,  in  1852,  a  writer  in  the  Journal  of  Agriculture 
comes  nearer  to  the  whole  truth  in  the  following  paragraph : 
"Colonel  Jaques  is  referred  to  as  owning  the  ground  where 
the  original  tree  stood,  and  as  putting  up  a  'monument'  to 
its  meraor}-.  We  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  Colonel  Jaques 
owns  the  land  referred  to,  and  that  he  marked  the  former 
site  of  the  tree  by  a  wooden  post,  which  is  shortly  to  give 
place  to  a  block  of  granite.  In  a  letter  which  the  writer  of 
this  received  from  Colonel  Jaques,  in  1847,  he  states  that  the 
present  tree  stood  in  Wilmington,  and  in  the  year  1784  he 
went  with  his  father  and  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin  and  saw 
them  cut  scions  from  it." 

Thus  Colonel  Jaques  himself  disposes  of  the  Somerville 
claim.  The  present  writer  well  remembers  him  as  a  man 
and  a  relative. 

Another  claimant  for  the  honor  is  the  town  of  Baldwin, 
Maine. 

In  August,  1872,  a  well-known  and  popular  writer  in  the 
American  Agriculturist,  published  in  New  York,  furnished 
the  following :  — 
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"THE   BALDWIN    APPLE   AND   ITS    ORIGIN. 

"It  is  not  improbable  that  of  the  many  who  are  able  to  pro- 
cure a  taste  of  the  delicious  Baldwin  apple  not  more  than 
one  in  ten  knows  from  whence  it  originated,  or  knows  any- 
thing of  some  historical  points  associated  therewith. 

"  The  Baldwin  apple  came  from  a  seedling  planted  by 
Josiah  Pearce,  Esq.,  of  the  town  of  Baldwin,  Maine.  From 
this  stock  innumerable  grafts  have  extended  the  fruit  far  and 
wide,  but  from  the  well-known  law  of  extension  the  Baldwin 
apple  is  rarely  found  in  perfection  when  far  removed  from 
the  place  where  it  originated.  In  Maine,  the  color,  texture, 
aroma,  and  solidity  of  the  apple  leave  nothing  to  desire." 

In  reply  to  the  claim  of  Baldwin,  Maine,  the  present 
writer  sent  to  the  Agriculturist  a  communication  which  the 
editor  refused  to  publish,  declaring  that  "for  the  sake  of 
peace,  he  was  willing  to  admit  that  the  Baldwin  apple  origi- 
nated on  six  different  farms." 

The  entire  articles  and  correspondence  w^ere  published  in 
the  Wohurn  Journal,  February  22,  1873. 

The  following  is  a  brief  extract  from  the  communication 
to  the  Af/ricidturist :  "  Related  to  each  of  the  families 
referred  to  in  the  article  on  the  Baldwin  apple,  —  Baldwin, 
Pearce,  and  Thompson,  —  and  having  for  my  home  a  house 
separated  from  the  old  Baldwin  farm  by  only  a  narrow 
street,  and  from  which  I  can  look  upon  the  spot  where  the 
dilapidated  cellar  of  the  old  mansion  of  Josiah  Pearce  still 
remains,  you  will  not  wonder  that  the  confident  statements 
of  your  correspondent  amazed  me.  The  Baldwin  apple  did 
not  originate  in  Baldwin,  Maine,  nor  was  it  originated  with 
Josiah  Pearce,  Esq.,  of  that  town.  A  friend  and  neighbor  of 
Colonel  Baldwin,  he  took  grafts  from  Woburn  to  his  new 
home  in  Maine,  where,  as  in  Woburn,  the  apple  became 
known  as  the  '  Baldwin.'  " 

In  a  recent  letter  from  George  R.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  the  only 
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surviving  son  of  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin,  now  eighty-seven  years 
old,  he  writes:  "As  to  Baldwin,  Maine,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  scions  came  from  Woburn,  and  that  my  father, 
or  his  friend  and  partner,  Josiah  Pearce,  Esq.,  who  emigrated 
from  Woburn  to  Flintstown,  afterward  Baldwin,  introduced 
the  apple  there,  as  they  were  connected  in  business." 

THE    CLAIM    OF    MEDFOED 

is  set  forth  in  Brooks's  "  History  of  Medford,"  pages  19.  20,  as 
follows :  — 

"  To  Medford  belongs  tlie  introduction  of  the  celebrated 
Baldwin  apple.  The  first  tree  producing  this  delicious  fruit 
grew  on  the  side  hill,  within  two  rods  of  the  former  Woburn 
line,  and  about  ten  rods  east  of  the  present  road  which  leads 
from  West  Medford  to  the  ancient  boundary  of  Woburn. 
It  was  on  the  farm  occupied  by  Mr.  Thompson,  forty  or  fifty 
rods  south  of  what  used  to  be  called  the  '  Black  Horse 
Tavern.'  At  the  request  of  Governor  Brooks,  the  writer 
made  a  visit  to  that  tree,  in  1813,  and  climbed  it.  It  was 
very  old  and  partly  decayed,  but  bore  fruit  abundantly. 
Around  its  trunk  the  woodpeckers  had  drilled  as  many  as 
five  or  six  circles  of  holes  not  larger  than  a  pea,  and  from 
this  visible  peculiarity  the  apples  were  called  '  woodpecker 
apples.'  By  degrees  their  name  was  shortened  to  '  peckers,' 
and  during  my  youth  they  were  seldom  called  by  any  other 
name. 

"  How  they  came  by  their  present  appellation  is  this : 
Young  Baldwin,  of  Woburn,  afterward  a  colonel,  and  father 
of  Loammi,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  young  Thompson  (after- 
ward Count  Rumford),  and,  as  lovers  of  science,  they  asked 
permission  of  Professor  Winthrop  to  attend  his  course  of 
lectures  in  natural  philosophy  at  Harvard  College. 

"  Twice  each  week  these  two  thirsty  and  ambitious  students 
walked  from  their  homes  in  Woburn  to  bring  back  with  them 
from  Cambridge  the  teachings  of  the  learned  professor.     One 
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day,  as  they  were  passing  by  the  '  woodpecker  tree,'  they 
stopped  to  contemplate  the  tempting  red  cheeks  on  those 
loaded  boughs,  and  the  result  of  such  contemplation 
was  the  usual  one :  they  took  and  tasted.  Sudden  and 
great  surprise  was  the  consequence.  They  instantly 
exclaimed  to  each  other  that  it  was  the  finest  apple  they  had 
ever  tasted. 

"  Some  years  after  this.  Colonel  Baldwin  took  several 
scions  to  a  public  nursery,  and  from  this  circumstance  they 
named  the  apple  after  him,  which  name  it  has  since  retained. 
In  the  gale  of  September,  1815,  this  parent  tree  fell." 

Brooks's  History  was  published  in  1855.  In  1880,  Edwin 
A.  Wadleigh,  in  his  Historical  Sketch  of  Winchester,  repeats 
in  substance  the  statement  of  Brooks,  as  follows :  "-  Black 
Horse  Tavern,  as  it  was  termed,  on  Main  Street,  was  a  noted 
resort  for  stage-coaches  and  teams  passing  through  the  vil- 
lage. On  the  same  street,  at  the  corner  of  the  house  for- 
merly occupied  by  Deacon  Lamson,  stood  the  original  Bald- 
win apple-tree,  from  which  numerous  scions  were  taken  at 
various  times.  It  was  taken  doivn  several  years  ago  at  a  good 
old  age." 

Here  is  this  claim,  the  unconscious  fallacy  of  which  appears 
from  the  following  facts  :  — 

Loammi  Baldwin  and  Benjamin  Thompson  (Count  Rum- 
ford)  attended  Professor  Winthrop's  lectures  at  Cambridge, 
in  1770,  Baldwin  being  in  his  twenty-seventh  year  and 
Thompson  in  his  eighteenth.  1770  is  earlier  by  several  years 
than  the  earliest  date  which  the  Baldwins  and  Thompsons 
themselves  were  accustomed  to  assign  to  the  discovery.  Six 
years  after  this,  or  in  1776,  Benjamin  Thompson  left  the 
country,  and  the  two  men  remained  warm  friends  and  cor- 
respondents till  the  death  of  Baldwin,  October  20,  1807. 

In  one  of  the  letters  of  Baldwin  to  Count  Rumford,  found 
in  Dr.  Ellis's  Life  of  the  Count,  page  375,  and  bearing  date 
November    4,    1799, — twenty-nine    years    after     the    two 
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students  are  stated  to  have  discovered  the  apple,  —  we  find 
the  following :  — 

''My  Dear  Count,  — In  the  cask  of  fruit  which  your 
daughter  and  Mr.  Rolfe  have  sent  you  there  are  half  a  dozen 
apples  of  the  growth  of  my  farm,  wrapped  up  in  papers  with 
the  name  of  Baldwin  apples  written  upon  them.  If  these 
apples  should  continue  in  a  state  of  preservation  until  you 
receive  them,  and  you  happen  to  be  in  company  with  any 
good  connoisseurs  in  the  distinguishing  characters  of  that 
kind  of  fruit,  it  would  gratify  me  much  to  know  the  true 
English  name  of  it.  However,  I  rather  doubt  whether  the 
nice  characters  of  this  apple  will  answer  exactly  to  any  par- 
ticular species  of  English  fruit,  as  it  is  (I  believe)  a  sponta- 
neous production  of  tliis  country,  that  is,  it  was  not  origi- 
nally engrafted  fruit." 

Is  it  credible  that  Colonel  Baldwin  could  have  written  in 
this  strain  to  the  very  friend  and  fellow-student  who,  with 
himself,  had  "discovered  and  greatly  admired"  this  very 
apj)le  ? 

The  whole  letter  evidently  assumes  that  Count  Rumford 
had  never  seen  nor  heard  of  it.  Dr.  Ellis,  after  referring  to 
the  story  in  Brooks's  History,  significantly  says,  page  377 : 
"  If  this  be  true,  it  is  strange  that  Baldwin  made  no  refer- 
ence to  the  incident  when  sending  the  apples  to  Rumford." 
That  is,  of  their  discovery,  and  eating  of  the  apples  when 
walking  together  to  the  Cambridge  lectures. 

To  the  letter  of  Colonel  Baldwin  above,  it  is  proper  to 
add  a  few  lines  from  his  only  surviving  son,  George  Rum- 
ford, now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year  —  the  owner  for  many 
years  and,  during  a  part  of  each,  the  occupant  of  the  old 
Baldwin  homestead :  — 

"  If  there  had  been  such  a  tree  at  Black  Horse  Hill,  from 
which  my  father  obtained  the  scions  he  grafted  into  the 
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young"  apple-tree  stocks,  where  he  filled  a  field  of  four  acres 
with  them,  it  is  very  strange  that  I  have  never  heard  from 
any  one  of  the  family  that  there  was  the  original  site  where 
he  got  his  scions.  I  went  to  school  in  Medford  several 
years  before  1815,  and  used  to  walk  home  to  Woburn  past 
the  site  of  the  Medford  tree,  as  well  as  when  going  to  and 
from  Boston  previous  to  that  year,  but  never  was  told  by 
any  one  that  my  father  procured  his  scions  from  that  local- 
ity. The  four-acre  orchard  mentioned  above  is  that  in 
front  of  your  house,  and  was  se*  out,  in  1787,  by  my  father. 
The  grafted  stocks  were  set  out,  two  rods  apart,  in  rows  at 
right  angles  with  each  other,  say  twelve  rows  each  way, 
the  field  being  large  enough  for  144  stocks  requiring  288 
scions,  or  two  to  each  stock.  If  all  the  scions  were  to  come 
from  the  Medford  tree,  it  would  be  robbing  both  tree  and 
owner." 

There  has  long  been  a  tradition  in  the  Thompson  family 
that  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  and  Sheriff  Abijah  Thompson 
were  the  first  to  take  scions  from  the  Wilmington  tree,  and 
to  secure  fruit  from  the  grafted  trees  on  their  own  grounds, 
from  which,  at  least  in  part,  tlieij  supplied  Colonel  Baldwin 
though  he  also,  on  a  smaller  scale,  had  probably  cut  a  few 
scions  from  the  original  tree.  It  is  to  this  tradition  that 
Mr.  Baldwin  refers  when  he  adds  to  the  above  the  following 
sentence  :  "  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  if  jom  grandfather, 
Abijah  Thompson,  the  sheriff,  had  that  long  row  of  bearing 
trees  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  present  West  Street,  which 
you  mention  in  your  letter,  then  Newbridge  trees  (now 
North  Woburn)  furnished  the  scions  my  father  used  in 
making  his  orchard  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road." 

There  is  a  strong  probability  that  Brooks  the  historian 
either  misapprehended  his  kinsman.  Governor  Brooks,  or, 
after  the  lapse  of  years,  has  inadvertently  confounded  Sam- 
uel Thompson,  of  Medford,  and  a  tree  on  his  farm  with 
Samuel  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  and  the  tree  in  Wilmington. 
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Governor  Brooks   must   have  known  Colonel  Baldwin,  as 
they   were   associated   in  the   enterprise  of  the  Middlesex 
Canal.     It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  two  men  were 
together  at  different  times  along  the  course  of  the  canal, 
in  both    Woburn  and  Wilmington,  and  that  the  Governor 
was  well  acquainted  with  Samuel  Thompson's  and  Colonel 
Baldwin's  connection  with  the  Wilmington  discovery.     This 
is  rendered  the  more  probable  by  the  following  communication, 
copied  from    the    Grreen  Mountain  Farmer  in    the    Woburn 
Journal  for    March   6,   1852-^  three  years  before    Brooks's 
History    was  published.       It  seems  at  first  sight   a  case  of 
Brooks  versus  Brooks,  but  charity  suggests  rather  a  slip  of 
the  pen  or  of  the  memory  on  the  part  of  the  undoubtedly 
excellent  writer  of  that  history.     The  writer  says  :  "  In  the 
conflict  of  testimony  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  in   substance 
the  account  we  published  a  year  or  two  ago  respecting  the 
origin    of  the    far-famed    (Baldwin)    apple,    and   give    the 
authority  we  had  for  our  statements.     Our  account  was  that 
this  tree  grew,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  was  stand- 
ing, in  the  orchard  of  Samuel   Thompson^  of    Wohcrn,  and 
was  known  by  the  name  of  the  '  woodpecker  tree,'  and  its 
fruit  being  a  great  favorite  with  the  boys  was  often  stolen 
and  carried  to  other  parts  of  the  town.     In  this  way  Col. 
Loammi  Baldwin,  father  of  the  late  United  States  engineer 
of  that  name,  got  a  taste  of  the  fruit,  admired  it,  procured  a 
supply  of  the  scions,  and  engrafted  them  in  his  own  orchard. 
"  In  a  few  years,  when  the  grafts  began  to  bear,  he  took 
pride  in  regaling  his  visitors  from  abroad  with  his  new  fruit, 
and  they  in  turn  begged  scions."  —  "  Our  authority  for  this 
account  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  of  Boston,  who  for 
general  accuracy  as  a  naturalist   is  surpassed  by  few,  and 
who,  on  being  again  questioned  by  us  on  the  subject,  in  an 
interview  we  had  with  him  in  the  city  a  few  months  ago, 
fully  reaffirmed  the  statement,  and  said  he  had  it  from  his 
kinsman,  the  late   Grovernor  Brooks^  who,  when  a  boy,  was 
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personally  knowing  to  the  circumstances.  And  this,  we 
confidently  believe,  is  the  true  history  of  the  fruit  which 
should  he  called  the  Thompson,  instead  of  the  Baldwin, 
apple." 

THE   CLAIM    OF    WILMINGTON. 

The  testimonies  in  support  of  this  claim  are  almost  num- 
berless. Some  of  them  have  been  already  expressed  or 
implied,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

The  veteran  nursery-man,  formerly  of  Burlington,  but  for 
many  years  past  of  Reading,  Mr.  J.  W.  Manning,  says : 
"  The  Baldwin  apple  originated  only  four  miles  from  our 
nursery,  on  the  Butters  farm  in  Wilmington." 

The  well-remembered  brothers,  John  and  Stephen  Swan, 
who  inherited  their  father's  farm  in  Charlestown  (later 
Arlington),  died,  the  former  in  1864,  aged  eighty-eight,  and 
the  other  in  1871,  aged  eighty-six,  were  all  their  lives  largely 
engaged  in  raising  fruit,  making  a  s})ecialty  of  the  Bald- 
win apple,  often  carrying  to  market  from  one  hundred  to 
five  hundred  barrels   of  this  apple  alone  in  a  single  j^ear. 

Abijah  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Winchester,  connected  with 
these  families  by  marriage,  says :  "  Mr.  Stephen  Swan 
informed  me,  previous  to  1850,  that  the  "  pecker '  apple  was 
discovered  in  Wilmington,  Mass.  And  Mr.  John  Swan,  Jr., 
born  June  25,  1817,  and  now  living  (1884),  informs  me  that 
his  father  said  to  him  that  the  '  pecker  '  a}>ple  was  found 
near  the  line  of  Woburn  and  Wilmington,  Mass." 

Lemuel  C.  Eames,  Esq.,  an  old  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Wilmington,  in  his  article  furnished  for  the  History  of 
Middlesex  County,  says  (vol  ii.  p.  509)  :  "  The  original 
Baldwin  apple  was  found  on  land  owned  by  James  Butters, 
in  the  south  part  of  Wilmington."  —  "  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin, 
of  Woburn,  who  owned  land  near  this  tree,  fortunately 
became  interested  in  the  propagation  of  this  variety  of 
fruit,"  etc. 
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The  late  George  M.  Clianipney,  of  the  Wobuni  Public 
Library,  in  Drake's  '*■  History  of  Middlesex  County,"  gives 
an  account  of  tlie  apple  very  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Eames, 
and  distinctly  names  the  farm  of  Mr.  Butters  in  Wilmington 
as  the  site  of  the  discovery. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,  in  his  "History  of  Woburn"  (pp.  388, 
389),  gives  the  same  testimony  more  in  detail,  and  mentions 
the  common  tradition  that  the  tree  was  blown  down  in  the 
famous  September  gale  in  1815. 

The  son  of  the  last-named,  Samuel  Sewall,  Esq.,  of  Bur- 
lington, says  in  a  recent  letter :  "  My  father  had  a  map  or 
plan  of  the  site  where  the  original  Baldwin  tree  was  found, 
taken  by  Cyrus  Thompson,  of , North  Woljurn,  and  I  think 
also  the  affidavit  of  an  old  man,  a  Mr.  Butters,  a  native  of 
that  part  of  Wilmington,  in  regard  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
matter.  This  was  done  at  the  desire  of  the  late  James  F. 
Baldwin,  of  Boston.  I  have  heard  my  father  relate  the  facts 
given  in  the  Woburn  history  many  times,  and  it  seemed  to 
be  without  dispute." 

In  the  New  England  Farmer,  J.  W.  Proctor  writes,  March 
10,  1852  :  "  I  have  ascertained  from  an  intelligent  observer  of 
facts  in  Wilmington  that  he  knows  the  position  in  which  the 
tree  that  bore  the  original  of  this  apple  formerly  stood.  It 
was  on  a  farm  owned  by  James  Butters,  of  Wilmington. 
About  twenty-five  years  since,  Mr.  Butters  himself  showed 
him  the  place  in  which  it  stood,  and  the  hollow  from  which 
the  stump  was  removed,  is  distinctly  to  be  seen." 

In  the  life  of  Asa  G.  Sheldon,  the  famous  Wilmington 
farmer,  and  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate this  whole  business,  he  says  (pp.  347,  348)  :  "  The  f»rigin 
of  the  Baldwin  apple  has  been  much  disputed.  Many  are 
willing  to  claim  it,  but  from  authentic  sources  I  have  gained 
information  that  it  was  a  wild  tree  taken  from  the  woods  in 
the  south  part  of  Wilmington,  on  what  is  called  Wood  Hill, 
by  William  Butters,  and  transplanted  and  set  about  fourteen 
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rods  from  his  back  cloor.  Mr.  James  Butters,  who  lived  on 
Wood  Hill,  informed  me  that  the  tree  was  taken  from  land  of 
his,  and  frequently  urged  me  to  go  and  see  the  hole  it  was 
taken  out  of ;  and  the  last  time  I  well  remember  his  words  : 

•  You  will  be  sorry  if  you  don't.' 

"  Simeon  Butters,  son  of  James  before-mentioned,  showed 
me,  as  near  as  he  could  recollect,  where  the  tree  stood  when 
it  bore  fruit ;  and  at  another  time  Mr.  Butters  showed  me 
the  same,  and  they  did  not  vary  four  feet.  Likewise  the 
widow  of  Loammi  Butters  identified  the  same  spot." 

Benj.  V.  French,  of  Brain  tree,  in  Downing'' s  Horticulturist 
(vol.  i.  1846),  says  of  the  Baldwin  apple :  "  This  justly 
esteemed  fruit  originated  in  Wilmington,  Mass.  The  original 
tree  grcAV  on  the  farm  of  a  Mr.  Butters,  and  was  known  for  a 
time  as  the  Butters  apple.  My  trees,  which  I  set  out  twenty- 
eight  years  since,  are  registered  '  peckers.'  " 

The  Boston  Daily  Hews,  January  23,  1875,  copies  from  the 
Nashua  (New  Hampshire)  Telegraph  an  article  from  Mr.  H. 
Blood,  of  the  latter  city,  which,  with  some  unimportant  varia- 
tions, agrees  with  the  foregoing  in  the  mention  of  Butters 
and  Colonel  Baldwin,  and  the  Wilmington  locality  of  the 
original  tree. 

The  following  statement  of  Abijah  Thompson,  Esq.,  of 
Winchester,  is  of  special  interest,  from  the  fact  that  his 
father  was  a  grandson  of  Sheriff  Abijah  Thompson,  the  inti- 
mate friend  and  associate  of  Colonel  Baldwin  in  the  enter- 
prise of  spreading  abroad  the  newly  found  apple :  — 

"My  father,  Benjamin  Franklin  Thompson,  was  born  in 
the  north  part  of  Woburn,  in  1799,  where  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood within  the  shadow  of  Loammi  Baldwin's  old  home. 
After  his  marriage,  he  built  near  the  centre  of  the  town, 
where  his  children  were  born,  previous  to  1827.  He  planted 
many  fruit-trees,  and  a  fine  orchard  of  the  '  pecker '  apple,  in 
which  he  was  greatly  interested.     He  was  very  fond  of  the 

*  pecker '  apple,  and  laid  in  a  large  store  for  winter  use.     It 


Tlie,  Baldwin  Apple.  187 

was  liis  custom  to  visit  often  his  old  mother,  who  still  resided 
at  the  old  homestead  in  North  Woburn,  taking  his  children 
with  him.  On  these  occasions  she  always  received  us  with 
many  expressions  of  joy,  and  never  allowed  us  to  depart  with- 
out presenting  the  old  family  '  pecker '  apple  and  the  old-tiire 
mince-pie.  In  going  to  and  from  the  old  house  we  always 
passed  that  of  Baldwin  ;  and  on  one  of  these  occasions  my 
father  informed  me  that  the  '  pecker '  apple  was  discovered  in 
Wilmington,  and  was  named  the  Baldwin  for  Loammi  Bald- 
win. This  led  me  to  inquire  why  he  continued  to  call  it  the 
"  pecker  '  apple  when  the  correct  name  was  the  Baldwin. 
His  reply  was :  '  The  Thompsons  have  always  been  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  '  pecker  '  apple,  and  it  seems  more 
natural  so  to  call  it.'" 

The  following  paper  is  pertinent  here :  — 

'•'■  The  undersigned,  natives,  and  now  among  the  oldest  res- 
idents, of  North  Woburn,  hereby  certify  that,  from  our  earli- 
est recollections,  we  were'  invariably  assured  by  our  parents, 
grandparents,  and,  in  some  instances,  by  our  great-grand- 
parents, that  the  original  apple-tree,  long  known  as  the 
'  pecker  '  and  afterward  called  the  Baldwin,  was  found  in  Wil- 
mington, near  the  road  commonly  called  Butters  Row,  and 
that  the  Thompson  brothers,  Samuel  and  Abijah,  took  from  it 
scions  and,  after  grafting  many  trees  on  their  own  ground, 
cooperated  with  Col.  Loammi  Baldwin  in  widely  scattering 
them,  as  fast  as  they  were  able  to  do  it.  among  friends  in 
neighboring  towns  and  elsewhere. 

(Signed) 
"  RuFUS  Pool,  in  his  80th  year,  grandson  of  Jabe/  Thompson. 

Charles  Eosewell  Thompson,  in  his  80th  year.  \  ,,       ,  ,  .,  i 

_„^.  •'          I  Grandchildren 

Henry  Thompson,                           ,,      78th    .,      f  „  ^,,     .^, 

r                  „^                                                   ^..j               /  f>t  slientt 

Leander  Thompson,                         .,       73d  year.   /  .  ^ ..  ,    „,, 

^    r.          TT                                                       _-,,               I  Abijah    ihonipsoii. 

C.  Page  Hosmer,                              .,       rid      ..      J  •"                 ^ 

Jonathan  Tidd.  in  liis  77th  year.  )        Great-grandsons  of  both 

Marshall  Tidd,     ,,      GGtli     ,,      S  JSainuel  and  Abijah  Thompson. 

February,  1885." 
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The  following  letter  of  the  late  venerable  and  highly 
respected  Col.  Leonard  Thompson,  of  Wobiirn,  written  about 
three  months  before  his  death,  was  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Charles  Woodman,  and  is  found  in  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder's 
"  History  of  the  Horticulture  of  Boston  and  Vicinity,"  page 
637,  vol.  iv.  of  the  "  Memorial  History  of  Boston."  Though 
in  his  ninety-third  year,  the  writer  retained  to  the  last  a 
surprising  degree  of  both  physical  and  mental  vigor. 

"  WoBURN,  Mass.,  September  28,  1880. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  Your  note  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant  was 
received,  asking  me  to  give  you  an  account  which  my  grand- 
father, Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.,  gave  me  of  the  Baldwin 
apple. 

"  In  reply,  I  will  say,  he  was  a  surveyor  of  land,  and  while 
he  was  on  duty  one  fall  day,  in  a  pasture  in  the  town  uf 
Wilmington,  near  a  road  called  ••  Butters  Row  Road,'  he 
came  across  a  tree  with  fine-looking  apples  thereon.  The 
tree  was  hollow  with  decay,  and  a  woodpecker  had  found  a 
place  for  her  nest  therein.  He  said  he  carried  home  some  of 
the  fruit  and  gave  his  brother  Abijah  some  of  it,  and  they 
were  so  highly  pleased  with  it  that  they  procured  a  lot  of 
scions  from  the  tree  and  set  them  in  the  trees  around  their 
homes,  and  they  soon  began  to  bear  fruit ;  and  they  gave  some 
to  Colonel  Baldwin,  their  neighbor,  and  he  valued  them  so 
highly  he  went  into  them  deeply  and  spread  them  around 
among  his  friends  broadcast,  and  they  had  no  name  for  them, 
and  of  course  they  gave  it  his  name  (about  1784).  While 
they  were  in  the  Thompsons'  hands  tliey  were  called  the 
'  pecker '  apples,  after  the  old  bird.  The  tree  stood  in  Wil- 
mington, near  Butters  Row  Road. 

"  Leonard  Thompson  (92  years,  4  months) 
"  Hon.  Charles  Woodman." 
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The  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  present  writer, 
dated  December  31,  1884,  will  appropriately  introduce  Mr. 
Baldwin's  reply :  — 

"  Bear  Sir,  —  My  father,  Dea.  Charles  Thompson,  was  a 
son  of  Sheriff  Abijah  Thompson,  and  died  more  than  fifteen 
years  ago,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  Through  all  his  long  life 
he  used  to  give  the  same  account  of  the  original  tree  as 
having  been  found  in  Wilmington,  and  often  told  his  chil- 
dren that  the  row  of  trees  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Ward  Hill, 
and  others  here  and  there  in  the  vicinity  of  his  house,  were 
grafted  by  his  father  with  scions  which  he  himself  brought 
from  the  original  tree,  a  mile  and  a  half,  or  two  miles,  distant 
in  Wilmington.  Since  my  father's  death  (1869)  I  have 
occupied  his  house.  Soon  after  my  return  to  the  old  home 
the  last  remaining  tree  in  bearing  condition  of  that  large 
number  was  blown  down  in  an  autumn  gale  and  was  full  of 
apples  at  the  time. 

"  Several  years  before  this  event,  your  brother  James 
visited  it,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  when  laden  with  fruit,  and 
my  father,  at  his  request,  sold  to  him  some  of  the  apples, 
which  both  alike  regarded  as  borne  on  the  only  surviving 
tree  of  that  long  line  which  had  been  the  second  generation 
from  the  original." 

Parts  of  Mr.  Baldwin's  reply  to  this  letter  have  been 
already  given,  referring  to  the  claim  of  Baldwin,  Maine. 
The  following  has  more  immediate  reference  to  the  claim  of 
Wilmington :  — 

''  EuMFORD  House,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Quebec,  January  12,  1885. 
"  Rev.  Leander  Thompson,  North  Woburn,  Mass. 

"  M^  Bear  Sir,  —  I  always  took  it  for  granted  that  the 

Wilmington  site  was  the  true  one.     That  such  was  my  belief 

I  will  mention  that  on   one  occasion   on  passing  Butters's 

house,  I  think  within  fifteen  years  after  the  gale  of  1815,  I 

called  at  the  house  and  asked  a  woman  to  show  me  where 
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the  apple-tree  that  bore  the  'jjecker,'  or  Baldwin,  apple  grew. 
She  pointed  to  a  large  stump,  a  short  distance  from  the  house 
to  the  north,  some  four  or  live  rods,  the  stump  being  in  line 
with  the  road  leading  up  to  the  house  from  the  south,  and 
where  the  road  changes  its  course  toward  the  north  or 
northeast.  This  position  of  the  tree  does  not  correspond  to 
that  fixed  by  the  Legislative  Committee,  which  made  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  subject.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  the  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder  (now  living),  Mr. 
Sheldon,  of  Wilmington,  and  my  brother  James  F.  Baldwin, 
and  perhaps  our  late  neighbor,  Cyrus  Thompson,  Esq.,  who, 
if  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  acted  for  it,  making 
a  survey  of  the  roads  from  Butters's  house,  through  North 
Woburn  Village,  to  my  brother  James's  house,  his  plan  being 
engraved  and  printed,  but  I  think  not  published.  It  showed 
the  site  of  the  tree  a  few  rods  westerly  of  Butters's  house. 

"  The  site  of  the  tree  thus  obtained  was  ordered  by  the 
Legislature,  as  I  suppose,  to  be  marked  on  the  State  map, 
where  it  will  be  found  on  the  recent  editions. 

"I  cannot  fix  approximately  when  the  Butters  tree  was 
set  out.  The  story  I  used  to  hear  when  young  was  that 
the  tree,  when  small,  was  brought  home  by  the  owner  of  the 
house  from  the  woods  and  set  out  near  his  house,  and  that  it 
was  blown  down  in  the  great  gale  of  1815. 

"  I  remain,  most  respectfully  yours, 

"GEORGE   R.   BALDWIN." 

The  reference  of  Mr.  Baldwin  to  the  order  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  indicate  on  the  State  map  the  spot  in  Wilmington 
where  the  original  Baldwin  apple-tree  stood,  makes  it  proper 
to  add  that,  on  the  map  of  Middlesex  County,  in  the 
"  Official  Topographical  Atlas,"  published  in  1871,  the  exact 
spot  decided  upon  by  the  committee  is  plainly  indicated. 

Col.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  as  chairman  of  the  Legislative 
Committee,  and  James  F.  Baldwin,  another  son  of  Col.  Loammi 
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Baldwin,  as  a  leading  member,  are  mentioned  as  having  full 
confidence  in  the  Wilmington  site.  Mr.  Wilder,  in  his 
article  already  referred  to  (vol.  iv.  of  the  "Memorial  History 
of  Boston"),  says,  without  any  qualification:  "From  Wil- 
mington came  the  world-renowned  Baldwin  apple,  which 
constitutes  the  largest  portion  of  the  apples  exported  from 
our  market,  filling  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  six 
hundred  thousand  barrels  annually  sent  abroad." 

The  writer  of  this  recently  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Wilder, 
to  which  the  following  is  in  reply :  — 

"Dorchester,  February  18,  1885. 

'''■Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  about  the  origin 
of  the  Baldwin  apple,  I  have  to  state  that,  from  all  the 
investigations  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  am  confirmed  in 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  late  Col.  Leonard  Thompson, 
that  its  locality  was  in  the  town  of  Wilmington. 

"(See  his  letter  to  the  Hon.  C.  Woodman,  which  is  printed 
in  my  article  on  the  "  History  of  the  Horticulture  of  Bos- 
ton and  Vicinity  "  for  the  "  Memorial  History  of  Boston," 
published  in  1880.) 

"As  chairman  of  the  agricultural  meeting  to  which  you 
refer,  at  the  State  House,  some  thirty  years  ago,  I  called  on 
the  late  James  F.  Baldwin,  then  living  nearly  opposite  Park- 
street  Church,  Boston,  and  he  gave  me  substantially  the 
same  facts  as  related  by  Col.  L.  Thompson,  and  of  which  he 
entertained  no  doubt.  As  ever,  yours, 

"MAKSHALL  P.  WILDER." 

SUMMARY. 

Thus  we  have  considered,  fairly  we  trust,  the  several  claims 
to  the  honor  of  possessing  the  original  "pecker,"  or  Baldwin, 
tree. 

Only  a  small  part  of  the  testimony  in  favor  of  Wilmington 
has  been  given,  while  all  that  the  writer  could  find  in  favor 
of  other  localities  has  been  furnished. 
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He  has  never  known  a  native  of  Wilmington,  or  of  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Baldwins  and  Thompsons,  who  enter- 
tained a  doubt  on  this  matter. 

It  is  true  there  are  discrepancies  in  some  minor  and  unim- 
portant details  of  the  history,  and,  considering  the  great 
number  of  narrators  of  the  common  traditions  and  the  lapse 
of  time  (more  than  a  century),  it  is  a  marvel  that  these  dis- 
crepancies are  so  few,  while  the  agreement  is  so  general  as 
to  the  main  facts,  namely :  that  Wilmington  possessed  the 
original  tree,  that  the  first  scions  for  engrafting  were  taken 
from  that  tree,  and  that  all  claimants,  except,  possibly,  the 
town  of  Baldwin,  Maine,  agree  upon  the  connection  of  Col. 
Loammi  Baldwin,  of  North  Woburn,  with  the  name  and 
propagation  of  this  fruit.  This  perfect  agreement  in  the 
entire  community,  embracing  the  families  whose  names  ever 
have  been,  and  still  are,  most  intimately  associated  with  the 
apple,  constitutes  an  argument  as  nearly  infallible  as  is 
possible  in  such  a  case. 

It  is  of  very  little  importance  whether  Baldwin  was 
surveying  when  he  discovered  the  apple,  as  some  tell  us,  or 
whether  Samuel  Thompson,  as  others  tell  us,  was  surveying 
and  made  the  discovery,  or  whether  they  were  in  company  in 
the  surveying  and  discovery.  Nor  is  it  vital  whether  Bald- 
win cut  the  Urst  scions  for  his  large  orchard  from  this  one 
tree,  as  some  would  have  it,  or  that  the  Thompson  brothers 
first  did  this  and  supplied  Baldwin  from  their  own  trees,  as 
their  children  have  always  understood  it.  The  one  essential 
point,  that  Wilmington  was  the  home  of  the  apple,  is  not 
impaired. 

It  is  possible,  not  probable,  that  nature  may  have  produced 
two  or  more  trees,  in  widely  separate  localities,  bearing  (yet 
ungrafted)  this  very  apple,  with  all  its  superior  qualities  ;  but 
twenty  or  one  hundred  just  such  trees  elsewhere  would  not 
disprove  the  fact  that  the  "  Baldwin  "  apple  had  its  name 
and  origin  as  it  is  stated  in   this  paper,  nor   the  fact  that 
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Colonel  Baldwin  and  his  nearest  neighbors  and  associates 
located  this,  the  first  tree  they  knew  about,  at  Butters 
Row  in  Wilmington. 

This  is  tlie  best  possible  evidence  in  favor  of  the  Wilming- 
ton claim :  — 

No  member  of  the  Thompson  or  Baldwin  families  —  which 
families  have  done  more  than  all  others  to  make  known 
and  to  spread  this  fruit  —  has  ever  been  known  to  speak  of 
any  other  place  than  Wilmington  in  this  connection. 

Doubtless  the  other  claimants,  howevei-  honest  their 
belief,  have  been  misled  by  the  confusion  of  names,  careless 
inferences,  or  superficial  investigation. 

The  fact  that  the  present  writer  is  allied  by  ties  of  kindred 
both  to  the  Thompsons  and  Baldwins,  and  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  a  home  (still  his  own)  separated  only  by 
a  narrow  street  from  the  old  orchard  of  Colonel  Baldwin, 
does  not  disqualify  him  for  the  writing  of  this  paper. 

For  more  than  seventy  years  he  has  been  familiar  with 
the  persons,  the  localities,  and  the  facts  which  are  insepara- 
ble from  this  history,  and  cannot  doubt  the  essential  points 
as  herein  given. 

In  analyzing  the  claims  of  other  localities,  some  very 
simple  and  intelligible  suggestions  are  commended  to  the 
reader. 

Fh'st.  The  social  and  public  prominence  of  the  parties 
admitted  to  have  had  most  to  do  in  bringing  tliis  fruit  into 
general  notice. 

The  brothers  Samuel  and  Sheriff  Abijali  Thompson,  as 
well  as  their  intimate  friend,  Ct)lonel  Baldwin,  were  widely 
known  as  leading  men  and  public  men.  Samuel  Thompson, 
Esq.,  was  a  distinguished  surveyor,  and  in  his  private  diary 
is  frequent  mention  of  visits  in  and  out  of  Woburn  in  this 
business.  And  from  vol.  iii.  of  the  "Memorial  History  of 
Boston  "  we  learn  that  it  was  from  his  surveys  that  plans 
were  made  of  Charlestown,  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  and  of 
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Cambridge,  in  1794  and  1797.  He  was  also  employed  in 
the  survey  of  the  Middlesex  Canal. 

Abijah,  associated  with  his  brother  Samuel  in  the  French 
war  and  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  was  for 
many  years  a  town  officer,  keeper  of  a  much  frequented 
hotel,  and  as  sheriff  well  known  through  a  wide  circuit  of 
towns. 

Colonel  Baldwin,  as  a  military  officer,  civil  engineer, 
member  of  the  General  Court,  large  property  owner,  and 
especially  as  high-sheriff,  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  the 
county  and  beyond  it.  These  were  near  neighbors  and  inti- 
mate friends,  and  felt  a  common  interest  in  extending  the 
knowledge  of  this  excellent  fruit. 

Second.  It  is  a  very  significant  fact  that  the  Thompson 
brothers  were  personally  related  to  many  of  the  persons 
named  in  the  claims  urged  by  other  places.  As  for  example, 
Josiah  Pearce  (see  page  6  above),  before  going  from  North 
Woburn  to  Baldwin,  Maine,  was  the  nearest  neighbor  and 
the  friend  of  Colonel  Baldwin,  as  well  as  his  partner  in  busi- 
ness from  1780  to  1802.  His  grandmother  was  a  Thompson, 
sister  of  the  father  oi  the  Thompson  brothers,  and  his  mother 
the  widow  of  Benjamin  Thompson,  their  cousin,  and  mother 
of  Count  Rumford,  and  Pearce's  wife  was  the  only  daughter 
of  Daniel  Thompson. 

When  the  Pearce  family  went  to  Baldwin,  Maine,  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Thompson  accompanied  her  daughter. 
Samuel  Thompson  also  accompanied  this  family  to  their  new 
home,  leaving  Woburn  for  this  purpose  in  September,  1783. 
This  was  about  the  time,  or  but  a  short  time  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  apple  in  Wilmington,  and  when  Samuel 
Thompson  was  specially  active  in  spreading  it  abroad  ;  so 
that  even  if  Josiah  Pearce  failed  to  take  scions  with  him, 
Samuel  Thompson,  according  to  his  accustomed  zeal  and 
action  in  the  matter,  would  certainly  provide  his  near  rela- 
tives, in  whose  removal  he  assisted,  with  tliem. 
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Again :  Brooks,  in  his  "  History  of  Medford,"  locates  the 
first  tree  '•  within  two  rods  of  the  Woburn  line,  on  the  farm 
occupied  by  Mr.  Thompson,  forty  or  fifty  rods  south  of 
Black  Horse  Tavern." 

But  who  was  this  Mr.  Thompson  ?  Elsewhere  we  learn  it 
was  Samuel  Thompson.  If  so,  he  was  a  boy  of  four  or  five 
years  in  1770  (see  page  8),  when  Baldwin  and  Benjamin 
Thompson  (the  students)  are  said  to  have  discovered  the 
apple  there.  But  if  it  was  meant  that  Samuel  Thompson 
was  the  owner  of  the  land  in  1813,  inheriting  it  from  his 
father,  Josiah  Thompson  (who  died  1792),  we  have  the  fact 
that  the  Medford  family  went  from  Woburn  and  were  rela- 
tives of  the  more  numerous  Woburn  branch,  in  which  Sam- 
uel Thompson's  name  has  always  been  conspicuous  in  con- 
nection with  this  apple.  Persons  bearing  thus  the  same 
name  might  easil}^  be  confounded. 

In  that  Black  Horse  Tavern  lived  a  sister  of  Samuel  and 
Abijah  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  the  wife  of  Noah  Wyman, 
married  in  1755.  Abijah  married  the  sister  of  Noah  Wyman ; 
and  Samuel,  the  widow  of  Jesse,  the  brother  of  Noah.  Thus 
intimately  connected  were  the  Thompsons  and  Wymans,  and, 
zealous  as  the  Thompsons  always  were  in  the  matter  of  the 
apple,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  they  should  not  either  give 
scions  to  their  kinsman  only  forty  rods  south  of  them,  or  at 
least  have  had  something  to  say  of  the  existence  of  the  tree 
where  Brooks  alleges  it  to  have  been,  that  is,  forty  rods 
"  south  of  the  Black  Horse  Tavern."  But  no  such  tradition 
ever  existed  in  the  Thomspon  family  of  Woburn. 

In  addition  to  the  relationship  argument  just  given,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  Moses  Tufts,  of  Medford,  also  married  a 
sister  of  Samuel  and  Abijah  Thompson,  in  1767,  and  Mr. 
Tufts  is  mentioned  by  some  writers  as  active  in  grafting 
trees  with  scions  from  the  Woburn  orchards.  And  finally. 
Col.  Samuel  Jaques,  of  Charlestown,  now  Somerville,  was  a 
native  of  Wilmington,  and  also  a  relative  of  Samuel  and 
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Abijah  Thompson,  of  North  Woburn.  His  mother  was  Ruth 
Thompson,  wife  of  Noah  Wyman,  of  the  Bhick  Horse 
property,  as  above. 

These  intimate  personal  rehitionships  among  so  many  of 
the  persons  named  in  the  conflicting  claims  respecting  the 
Baldwin  apple  is  very  significant,  especially  when  we  know, 
beyond  question,  that  they  all,  like  their  friend  Colonel  Bald- 
win were  untiring  in  their  zeal  to  spread  abroad  the  newly 
found  fruit. 
North  Woburn,  March  2,  1885. 

Note.  —  In  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing,  the  writer  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
valuable  assistance  received  from  his  friend  and  kinsman,  Abijah  Thompson,  Esq.,  of 
Winchester,  in  the  work  of  collecting  the  necessary  material.  L.  T. 


TOWN   HISTORY. 

NOTICE. 
The  inhabitants  of  South  Woburn  and  vicinity  are  hereby 
requested  to  meet  at  the  Vestry  of  the  South  Congregational 
Church,  on  Monday,  November  26th,  at  6  1-2  o'clock,  P.M., 
to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  for  an  Act  of  Incorporation  into  a  separate 
Town ;  or  to  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 
South  Woburn,  November  20, 1849. 


The  circumstances  which  called  forth  the  following  printed 
letter,  and  which  give  it  its  special  interest,  were  briefly 
these :  — 

There  were  certain  men  in  South  Woburn  who  opposed 
the  formation  of  the  new  town,  and  among  them  one,  Mr. 
Dana  Fay,  who  lived  at  the  "  West  Side,"  whose  cooperation 
was  especially  desired  by  the  "petitioners."  And  in  order 
to  gain  his  attention  in  a  conciliatory  manner,  and  relieve 
the  movement  of  the  appearance  of  a  special  appeal  to  him, 
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the  letter  was  printed  in  the  form  of  a  circular  intended  for 
general  circulation,  and  in  this  form  forwarded  to  him,  while 
the  meeting  was  convened  in  reality  to  bring  in  Dana  Fay, 
with  a  representation  of  his  objections. 

The  ingenuity  in  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be 
the  discussion  of  the  "  line  of  division  between  Winchester 
and  Woburn,"  "  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,"  and  the 
courtesy  of  such  a  form  of  reaching  the  main  point,  namely, 
gaining  Mr.  Fay  over  to  the  side  of  a  new  town,  render  the 
letter  a  matter  of  much  significance  in  Winchester  history. 

The  letter  failed,  as  did  the  meeting  itself,  for  the  sole 
reason  that  Mr.  Fay  paid  no  attention  to  it,  being  either  too 
shrewd  to  be  caught  in  such  a  trap,  or  too  confirmed  in  his 
own  views  to  yield  to  purposes  of  the  committee  as  ostensibly 
set  forth. 

The  letter  will  be  an  interesting  memento  to  those  who 
remember  the  anxieties  of  that  day  that  this  man's  name  and 
influence  might  be  gained. 

South  Woburn,  February  9,  1850. 

Mk.  Dana  Fay,  Woburn,  West  Side. 

Dear  jSir,  —  On  Thursday  evening  next,  February  14th,  at 

half-past  six  o'clock,  there  will  be  a  meeting,  in  the  vestry  of 

the  meeting-house  at  South  Woburn,  of  all  persons  residing 

within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  new  town  of  Winchester. 

The  object  of  the  meeting,  in  part,  is  to  consider  the  subject 

of  the  line  of  division  between  Woburn  and  Winchester,  for 

the  purpose  of  settling  that  matter,  if  possible,  to  the  better 

satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  be  present  at  that  time, 

and  express  your  views  on  this  subject. 

We  are,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

SAMUEL  S.  KICHAEDSON,  1  Committee 
O.  K.  CLABK,  f     of  the 

JOHX  A.  BOLLES,  J  re'titioners. 
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MOSES   COLLINS   GREENE. 

The  &iibject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Deerfield,  New 
Hampshire,  June  9,  1810.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dixi 
Crosby,  m.d.,  at  that  time  of  Gilmanton,  New  Hampshire, 
but  subsequently"  well  known  to  the  profession  as  a  distin- 
guished professor  in  the  Medical  College  at  Hanover,  New 
Hampshire.  Dr.  Greene  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Medi- 
cal College,  November,  1835.  He  came  to  South  Woburn, 
now  Winchester,  in  1841.  During  his  brief  residence  a 
post-office  was  established  here,  and  he  was  appointed  the 
first  postmaster.  For  a  portion  of  the  year  and  a  half  of  his 
residence  here  he  lived  in  the  house  more  recently  owned  by 
Mr.  Stephen  Cutter,  called  at  the  time  the  "  Wakefield 
house,"  opposite  the  store  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sanderson,  and 
made  his  home  also,  for  a  time,  at  the  Black  Horse  Tavern. 

In  November,  1842,  he  removed  to  Boston,  where  he  has 
resided  until  recently,  practising  his  profession  there  nearly 
forty  years.     He  now  resides  in  Somerville,  Mass. 

The  Black  Horse  Tavern  at  that  time  was  owned  by  Mr. 

Harvey  Wilbur,  the   celebrated  astronomical  lecturer,  and, 

were  he  still  the  star   he  once  was  in  the  lyceums  of  the 

country,  he  might  "  draw  "  with  tales  of  that  old  house  more 

varied  and  marvelous,  doubtless,  than  his  scientific  wonders 

then  so  entertaining,  were  they  now  to  be  revived. 

ABIJAH  THOMFSOX. 
Winchester,  April  20,  1885. 
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TOWN   CLERKS   AND   TREASURERS. 

George    CooivE,  Secretary  of  Historical   and   Genealogical 
Society. 

Dear  Sir,— l\\evQ\Y\th  give  you  the  names  of  the  Town 
Clerks  and  Town  Treasurers  since  the  town  of  Winchester 
was  incorporated. 

David  Youngraan  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  the  years 
1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  1854,  and  1855. 

Josiah  Hovey  served  for  the  years  1856,  1857,  1858,  1859, 
1860,  1861,  1862,  1863, 1864. 

George  P.  Brown  served  for  the  years  1865,  1866,  1867, 
1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872. 

Warren  F.  Foster  served  for  the  years  1873, 1874,  1875, 
1876,  1877,  1878, 1879,  1880,  1881,  1882. 

George  W.  Spurr  served  for  the  years  1883,  1884,  and  is 
the  present  Town  Clerk. 

TOWN   TREASURERS. 

Samuel  B.  White  served  as  Town  Treasurer  for  the  years 
1850,  1851,  1852,  1853. 

Alvin  Taylor  served  for  the  years  1854,  1855,  1856. 

Nathaniel  A.  Richardson  served  for  the  years  1857,  1858, 
1859,  1860. 

Stephen  Cutter  served  for  the  vears  1861,  1862,  1863, 
1864,  1865,  1866, 1867,  1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872. 

John  T.  Manny  served  for  the  years  1873,  1874,  1875, 
1876,  1877,  1878,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  and 
holds  the  office  at  the  present  time. 

ALBERT  AYER, 
Chairman  of  Selectmen. 
Winchester,  March  12,  1885. 
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THE  WINCHESTER   LIBRARY. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  many  of  the  citizens  of  Win- 
chester to  know  the  origin  and  early  history  of  its  town 
library.  Dnring  the  spring  of  1848,  more  than  two  years 
before  the  incorporation  of  the  new  town,  several  influential 
men  of  South  Woburn  met  at  the  office  of  the  writer  of  this 
paper  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  best  methods  of 
establishing  and  conducting  a  village  library.  Among  these 
men  were  Dea.  B.  F.  Thompson,  Hon.  John  A.  Bolles,  Col. 
S.  B,  White,  Charles  Kimball,  Charles  Pressey,  Oliver  R. 
Clark,  and  others  whose  names  are  now  forgotten.  Of  these, 
all  have  passed  away  except  Mr.  Clark. 

After  several  informal  meetings,  it  was  finally  unanimously 
resolved  to  establish  a  Library  Association.  On  the  twenti- 
eth of  March,  1848,  a  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  its  first 
board  of  officers  elected.  B.  F.  Thompson  was  chosen  Pres- 
ident ;  Loring  Emerson  and  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Vice-Pres- 
idents; Samuel  Stevens,  Secretary;  S.  B.  White,  Sr.,  Treas- 
urer ;  Charles  Kimball,  Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  D.  Youngman, 
Library  Committee.  D.  Youngman  was  also  chosen  Libra- 
rian. 

The  same  board  of  ofiicers  was  elected  the  second  year, 
with  the  exception  that  D.  Youngman  declined  serving  on 
the  committee,  and  John  A.  Bolles  was  chosen  in  his  place. 
The  board  of  officers  remained  practically  the  same  for  eight 
successive  years.  In  1852,  John  A.  Bolles  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent, and  Alvin  Taylor,  Treasurer.  In  1856,  Dr.  Alonzo 
Chapin  was  chosen  President,  and  Stephen  H.  Cutter,  Secre- 
tary. In  successive  years,  Charles  Pressey,  Frederick  O. 
Prince,  A.  D.  Weld,  Rev.  R.  T.  Robinson,  Thomas  Emerson, 
and  Sumner  Richardson  were  chosen  on  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

This  Library  Association,  after  an  existence  of  two  years, 
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and  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  by- 
formal  vote  was  called  the  Winchester  Library  Association. 
It  was  formed  on  the  principle  of  a  stock  company,  and  the 
shares  rated  at  three  dollars  each.  Any  person  purchasing 
one  share  became  a  member,  and  could  use  the  library  as  a 
reading-room,  or  take  out  for  home  use  one  book  at  a  time, 
by  paying  an  annual  assessment  of  one  dollar.  Any  person 
not  a  member  could  take  from  the  library  one  book  at  a 
time,  by  paying  one  dollar  a  year.  Any  other  person  could 
take  books  from  the  library  by  paying  six  cents  a  week  on 
each  book. 

From  the  funds  received  from  the  sale  of  shares  the  libra- 
rian purchased  the  first  invoice  of  books,  about  one  hundred 
dollars  in  amount,  of  T.  O.  H.  P.  Burnham,  who  then  kept  his 
antique  bookstore  on  Cornhill,  Boston.  These  books  were 
covered  with  paper  and  arranged  in  a  book-case,  already 
provided,  and  the  library  went  into  successful  operation  in 
May,  1848. 

Most  of  these  books  were  purchased;  a  few  only  were 
donated.  I  remember  distinctly  the  following  simple  cir- 
cumstance :  One  day,  in  1848,  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Goddard, 
who  was  then  living  in  his  beautiful  residence  near  the 
junction  of  Pleasant  Street  with  Washington  Street,  came 
into  the  library,  and  handing  me  a  set  of  three  or  four 
volumes,  said :  "  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,  but  such  as  I 
have,  give  I  thee."  The  books  were  thankfully  received 
and  duly  acknowledged  by  the  committee. 

The  library  was  very  well  patronized  from  the  outset,  and 
the  books  very  carefully  used.  I  do  not  remember  that  half 
a  dozen  books  were  lost  during  the  eight  years  I  was  its 
librarian.  And  this  reminds  me  of  another  incident  of  a 
different  nature.  A  lad  by  the  name  of  Abbot,  who  was 
living,  I  think,  at  Dana  Fay's,  at  the  "  West  Side,"  took  a 
book  from  the  library  and  kept  it  till  it  became  subject  to  a 
fine.     Young   Abbott  was   notified,  but  the  book  was  not 
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returned.  After  several  weeks  had  elapsed  and  the  fine  had 
become  quite  large,  Mr.  Kimball,  chairman  of  the  library- 
committee,  pardoned  the  lad's  offence  and  returned  the  book. 
The  fact  was,  the  poor  boy  had  no  money  and  was  ashamed 
to  come  to  the  library  and  acknowledge  it.  This  was  the 
only  instance  when  a  fine  occurred  (which  was  very  seldom) 
that  it  was  not  paid  promptly. 

As  has  been  said  in  another  paper,  the  library  was  kept  in 
Richardson's  building  about  four  years.  In  1852  it  was 
removed  to  Lyceum  Building,  where  it  remained  while  the 
writer  was  its  librarian,  when  it  was  removed  back,  for  a  time, 
to  Richardson's  building,  and  was  kept,  I  think,  by  Miss 
Hannah  Lane. 

At  a  legal  town  meeting,  held  March  28,  1859,  just  eleven 
years  and  eight  days  after  the  formation  of  the  "  Association," 
its  library,  containing  about  eleven  hundred  well-selected 
volumes,  was  presented  to  the  town  on  certain  conditions,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  substance  :  — 

That  the  town  establish  a  public  library,  and  appropriate 

for  its  maintenance  and  improvement  $200    in  the  outset, 

and  not  less  than  -$100  annually  thereafter  ;  that  the  town 

provide    suitable  rooms  for   the   library  and   keep    it   well 

insured  ;  and  that  the  town  elect  a  board  of  three  trustees, 

who  shall  have  the  care  and  oversight  of  the  library,  select 

and  purchase  its  books,  appoint  the  librarian,  and  exercise 

the  delegated  powers  of  the  town  in  its  general  management. 

These  conditions  were  accepted,  and  the  library  became  the 

property  of  the  town. 

DAVID  YOUXGMAX. 
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BAILEY'S   PETITION.  — GATES. 

The  following  petition  is  a  revelation  of  one  phase  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  Selectmen  :  — 

To   the   Honorable   Board   of   Selectmen   and    Surveyors    of 
Highways  of  the   Town  of  Winchester. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  gates  in  the  fences  of  the  streets, 
especially  of  Main  Street,  are  made  to  open  into  the  streets 
across  the  sidewalks,  and  that  said  gates  by  being  left  open 
cause  great  annoyance  and  danger  to  public  travel.  We 
therefore  pray  that  your  Honorable  Board  will  cause  all 
such  gates  to  be  altered  or  permanently  closed. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  H.  BAILEY. 

JOHX  W.  PRICE. 
CHARLES  E.  SANDERSON. 
EDMUND  SANDERSON. 
LEONE   S.  QUIMBY. 
CHARLES  F.  LUNT. 
SULLIVAN  CUTTER. 
ALANSON  WINN. 


MRS.  TOWNSEND'S   LETTER. 

The  following  letter  is  a  revelation  of  one  phase  of  the 
experience  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  copied  literatim :  — 

Nashua  mar.  21 
Mr  Stone 
i  received  your  letter  and  mony  the  15  and  am  much  O 
blidged  to  you  for  it  hoping  this  Months  pay  will  Come  in 
due  time  you  spok  a  bout  my  earning  my  owne  living  when 
warm  wether  Come  i  can  not  do  it  i  aint  abel  to  work  i 
should  think  you  Could  afford  to  pay  2  a  week  if  you  had  me 
to  take  care  of  all  to  gather  it  would  cost  you  more  than 
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twice  two  you  talk  with  the  rest  of  them  mr  stone  and  then 
write  and  let  me  know  as  Soon  as  possiable  and  oblidge  me 
direct  the  same  as  before 

(Signed)  Mrs  Townsend 


THE  TELEGRAPH  IN  WINCHESTER. 

The  Vermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company  was  the 
first  to  establish  an  office  in  Winchester  for  the  general  use 
of  the  citizens,  although  the  use  of  the  telegraph  by  the 
railway  managers  and  the  ordinary  conveniences  for  the 
traveling  public  had  been  maintained  for  several  years  at 
the  railway-station. 

The  office  for  the  citizens'  use  was  opened  at  the  Lyceum 
Building,  February  1,  1866,  with  George  P.  Brown  as  man- 
ager, and  the  first  message  sent  over  the  wires  from  Win- 
chester was  February  13,  1866,  at  2  o'clock  p.m.,  sent  by 
James  Buel,  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  to  the  Agawam  Paper  Com- 
pany of  Mittiueague,  Mass.,  with  three  words  in  the  body  of 
the  message,  and  costing  eighty-eight  cents.  The  first  paid 
message  received  was  dated  Boston,  February  20,  1866,  10 
o'clock  A.M.,  and  addressed  to  Mrs.  E.  Shattuck,  Winchester, 
containing  nine  words  and  costing  forty  cents. 

In  January,  1867,  the  office  was  transferred  to  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company.  The  amount  of  the  business  of 
the  office  for  the  first  three  mouths  after  its  establishment,  in 
1866,  was  824.81,  and  for  the  three  months  ending  December 
31,  1884,  $158.45.  The  office  continued  in  the  Lyceum 
Building  until  the  removal  to  Brown  &  Stanton's  Block, 
Tuesday,  February  17,  1880.  Mr.  Brown  resigned  the 
management  of  the  office  September  1,  1884,  and  E.  L. 
Garcelon,  station-agent  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  was 
appointed  manager,  and  the  office  was  removed  to  the  rail- 
way-station, September  10,  1884. 

GEOKGE  P.  BEOWN. 
Winchester,  April  7, 1885. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  DRINKING-FOUNTAIN. 

One  of  our  citizens  who  is  very  much  interested  in  every- 
thing which  will  improve  the  town,  whether  useful  or  orna- 
mental, felt  that  a  drinking-fountain  near  the  Baptist  Church 
would  be  a  convenience,  both  to  man  and  beast,  there  being 
no  place  where  thirsty  travelers  could  obtain  a  cooling 
drink,  from  Symmes  Corner  to  Cross  Street.  While  visiting 
one  of  our  adjoining  towns,  his  attention  was  drawn  to  a 
fountain  which  had  just  been  erected  there,  and  seeing  what 
an  ornament  it  was  to  the  square,  he  was  determined  to  have 
a  similar  one  in  Winchester. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Village  Improvement  Society 
the  matter  was  discussed,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of 
C.  F.  Lunt,  E.  A.  Smith,  and  S.  W.  Reynolds,  was  appointed 
to  see  what  could  be  done,  the  society  appropriating  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  aid  of  the  project.  Any  one  who  is  familiar 
with  such  an  undertaking  knows  there  are  always  some  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way,  and  this  was  no  exceptional 
case,  which  caused  some  of  the  committee,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  work,  to  be  fearful  that  their  labors  would  not  be 
crowned  with  success.  But  the  chairman,  knowing  well  the 
generosity  of  many  of  his  fellow-townsmen  from  past  expe- 
rience, persevered,  and  succeeded  in  collecting  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  from  eighty  gentlemen,  which  enabled 
the  committee  to  make  a  contract  with  W.  D.  Jones,  of 
Boston,  for  a  bronzed  iron  fountain  with  a  circular  basin, 
surmounted  by  a  lamppost,  and  a  lantern  on  which  is  j^ilaced 
the  names  of  the  streets.  The  Selectmen  and  Water  Com- 
missioners kindly  lent  their  aid  to  the  good  work  and  fur- 
nished the  foundation  and  pipes,  also  the  concrete  about  the 
base.  The  fountain  and  its  surroundings  were  completed 
July  3,  1884,  and  the  following  morning,  after  being  deco- 
rated with  flags  and  flowers,  was   presented   to   the   town. 
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S.  W.  Rejaiolds,  ill  behalf  of  the  committee,  making  the 
presentation  speech,  and  Mr.  Albert  Ayer,  chairman  of  the 
Selectmen,  accepting  it  in  behalf  of  the  town.  The  water 
having  been  turned  on  by  Mr.  Thomas  Dotten,  the  school- 
children, under  direction  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Swett,  sang  "  Ripple, 
ripple,  little  brook  "  in  a  very  acceptable  manner ;  after  which 
Mr.  Sumner  Richardson  read  an  original  poem.  At  the 
conclusion  of  these  ceremonies,  a  pleasant  surprise  was  fur- 
nished by  giving  the  children,  and  friends  who  had  assembled, 
a  collation,  which  was  served  in  the  lower  rooms  of  the 
Grammar  Schoolhouse.  The  occasion  was  (5ne  to  be  remem- 
bered, it  being  the  only  public  observance  of  our  national 
holiday. 

CHARLES  F.  LUNT. 
April  25,  1885. 


The  writer  of  the  above  could  not,  with  his  characteristic 
modesty,  say  '•'"magiia pars  fui''^  of  the  exploit  he  describes, 
but  his  fellow-citizens  and  fellow-members  of  the  Village 
Improvement  Society  will  not  suffer  him  to  escape  the  credit 
of  the  "  great  part  "  he  took  in  the  whole  matter.  G.  c. 


AN  INVENTORY  IN  1766. 

Thackeray  says  of  Hogarth's  sketches  and  pictures : 
"  We  look,  and  we  see  pass  before  us  the  England  of  a 
hundred  years  ago."  And  Charles  Lamb  was  inspired  by 
the  same  pictures  to  the  utterance  of  that  pithy  epigram : 
"  Other  pictures  we  look  at ;  his  prints  we  read." 

Few  readers  are  so  destitute  of  apprehension  as  to  discover 
no  story  in  the  following  document,  pertaining  to  one  of 
the  fathers  of  Winchester,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  added  that 
those  who  took  note  of  the  inscription  on  the  stone :  "  The 
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soul  of  St.  Peter  lies  here"  (as  in  the  ingenious  preface  to 
Gil  Bias),  were  the  only  ones  to  be  reAvarded  with  the  purse 
of  gold. 

The  passers-by  who  turned  up  their  noses  and  scoffed  at 
the  written  legend  were  the  fools,  and  not  the  attentive 
investigator  who  thus  found  the  purse. 

Pursuant  to  a  Comission  Rec"d  from  the  HonrW  Samuel  Dauforth 
Esqr  Judge  of  Probate  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  dated  the  ninth 
Day  of  December  1766,  wherein  we  the  Subscribers  were  appointed 
and  Impowered  a  committee  to  apprize  all  tlie  Estate  both  Real  and 
Personal  whereof  Mr.  Ebenezer  Converse  late  of  Woburn  in  s^ 
County  died  seized  off. 

In  observance  of  said  Comission  we  have  proceeded  as  FoUoweth 
(viz) 

Im2i. 

To  Said  Deceast  Great  Bible,  10s  8d,  Great  Cain,  4s      .  £0:  14:  8 

to  three  old  Beds  and  furniture,  £5 :  00 :  0,  to  a  gun,  12s,  5:12:  0 

to  a  deep  Bhie  coat,  12s,  a  lite  Blue  Ditto,  13s  4d      .     .  1:5:4 

to  a  great  cain,  4s,  to  15  pound  of  old  pewter,  10s     .     .  0:  14:  0 
to  an  old  Sword,  4s,  and  old  hat  and  wigg-,  8s,  fustian 

Jacoat,  5s 0  •  17  •  0 

to  warming-  pan,  6s,  tea  table,  2s,  two  old  tables,  2s.     .  0:"  10:  0 
to  a  frpng-  pan,  2s,  porridge  pot,  3s,  tramel,  3s,  churn, 

^^ 0:  10:    0 

to  a  pan-  of  andirons,  3s,  tongs  and  peal,  2s,  old  chest, 

IsCf^ 0:    6:    6 

to  a  old  pot  and  kittle  Iron,  Is,  old  crow,  Is  6d,  old 

Hogshed,  2s 0  •    4  •    6 

to  au  old  Grinston,  Is  6d,  sliovel.  2s,  weavers  loom, '>ls 

,       ^'} ■.     .      1:    4:10 

to  a  silk  Blanket,  10s  8d,  old  wheel,  Is,  Looking  glass, 

^       ^^ 0:  12:  8 

to  an  old  Chest  of  Draws,  16s,   old  howsen,   2s,  ox 

plow,  12s 1 :  10 :  0 

to  three  cows  and  one  heffer,  £7:4:  0,  old  Cow,  30s    .  8:  14:  0 

to  nine  Sheep,  36s,  to  warping  Bars,  4s 2 :  00 :  0 

Item. 

to  half  an  old  house  and  Back  lenter  and  some  old  tim- 
ber (a) f .  ^•^       A 

^ 0 :  lo :    4 

to  Homested  Eight  acres  @  £8 :  0 :  0  p--  acre     .     .     .     .    64 :  00 :    0 
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to  ten   acres  of  land  Calld  Ridge  Hill  ©£6:0:01)"^ 

acre £(J0 :  00 :  0 

to  a  wood  lot  Calld  Henrys  lot  11  acres  @  £2:  0:  0  p-- 

acre 22:  00:  q 

to  8  acres  of  tillige  land  Calld  the  field  pasture  @  £G :  p"^  a,  48 :  00 :  0 

to  Eighteen  acres  of  Pasture  land  @  £2 :  18 :  8  p'  acre,  52 :  IG :  0 

to  three  acres  and  half  in  the  great  field  @ 21 :  00 :  0 

to  10  acres  of  land  Call'd  "Wedge  pond  Mil  @   .     .     .     .  1:3:    (5 :  8 

]VIiddlesex  ss :  Woburn  Novem'""  y^  18:  17G7. 
We  are  your  Hou^  most  Hum'''.  Serv'% 

All  sworu  ET$EX  BKOOKS  JUN. 

FRANCIS  JOHNSON 
JOHN  WYMAN 

Middlesex  ss  April  19  1768 
Mr.  Benjamin  Converse  the  adminisf  exhibited  the  within  Inven- 
tory on  oath. 

S.  DAN'FORTH,  ,L  prob. 
A  Copy.    Attest. 

J.  H.   TYLER,  Register. 


LIST    OF   WOMEN    VOTERS    IN    WINCHESTER, 

MASS.,    1884. 

Bacon,  Ann.  Metcalf,  Martha  S. 

Baldwin,  Carrie  P.  Nowell,  Sarah  J. 

Boiitwell,  Hannah  II.  Nowell,  Mary  D. 

Blood,  Lydia  L.  Nowell,  Annie  C. 

Bradford,  Jane  W.  Oliver,  Elizabeth. 

Brackett,  Elizabeth  F.  Rowe,  Almira  A. 

Cutter,  Sarah  F.  Sharon,  Martha  A. 

Church,  Sarah  F.  Stoddard,  Hannah  D. 

Eustis,  Eleanor  St.  B.  Whitney,  Esther  M. 

Folsom,  Catherine  A.  Teel,  Luthera. 

Harrington,  Nancy  B.  Wilson,  Pleasantine  C. 

Knapp,  Mary  S.  Whitcomb,  Emma  C. 

Locke,  Elizabeth  C. 

ALBERT  AYEE,  Chairman  of  Assessors. 
Winchester,  April  28,  1885. 
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THE  COQUETTE. 

BY   B.   B.    STANTON. 

If  Jennie  prove  a  gay  coquette, 

What  care  I  ? 
Are  there  not  many  others  yet 

To  charm  ni}''  eye  ? 
Ah,  yes  I  I  know  another  pet 

For  whom  I  '11  sigh. 

Jennie,  a  real  coquette  you  are, 

A  rogue  indeed  ! 
Your  cap  you  set  so  witching  fair, 

I  did  not  heed  ; 
'T  was  but  a  trap  of  silken  hair 

To  snarl  my  head. 

Then  go  and  flirt !     But  pray  don't  tell 

Of  foolish  me  ! 
Then  go  and  be  the  gayest  belle 

In  society. 
And  flirt,  flirt,  but  pray  don't  tell 

Of  foolish  me  ! 
WiNCHESTEK,  December,  1S5S. 


INDIAN   RELICS. 

Supplementary  to  the  article  in  the  Record  upon  Squa 
Sachem  (pp.  19-22),  it  may  be  said  that  the  sons  of  Nanepashe- 
mit,  the  eminent  sachem  of  the  Pawtuckets,  were  Sagamores : 
John  of  Mystic,  James  of  Lynn,  and  George  of  Salem :  all  of 
whom  had  important  relations  to  our  earliest  history.  The 
latter  became  sachem  of  the  Pawtuckets  and  succeeded  to 
the  honors  and  powers  of  his  father,  whose  capitol  (so  to 
speak),  or  palace,  was  on   "Rock   Hill"  in  Medford,  at  a 
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point  from  which  he  could  overlook  his  immediate  territory, 
with  the  Mystic  Pond  and  River,  as  well  as  a  wide  reach  of 
hill  and  plain,  within  the  range  of  his  vision. 

Remnants  of  these  tribes  were  still  to  be  found  in  this 
region  till  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  —  in  Turkey 
Swamp  and  other  places  in  Medford.  Even  as  late  as  our 
own  day  their  relics  are  plowed  up  by  the  farmers  in  Med- 
ford, their  arrowheads,  stone  axes,  and  other  weapons  and 
tools. 

No  Indian  necropolis  has  yet  been  discovered,  although  it 
is  probable  that  one  exists,  on  the  borders  of  our  ponds. 

Professor  Marshall,  of  Tufts  College,  writes  as  follows 
under  date  of  November  3,  1879:  — 

"  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Symmes  (Luther  R.  Symmes,  of 
Winchester),  the  present  superintendent  of  the  Mystic 
Water-works,  called  my  attention  to  some  human  bones 
which  he  had  discovered  near  the  road  leading  from  Curtis 
Street  to  the  engine-house.  On  visiting  the  place  and  mak- 
ing slight  excavations,  we  discovered  the  skeleton  of  an  adult 
and  of  an  infant  within  a  few  inches  of  the  surface,  the 
head,  in  each  instance,  turned  toward  the  west. 

"  At  that  time  it  was  not  suspected  that  they  were  Indian 
remains,  and  nothing  more  was  thought  of  the  matter  until 
the  last  month,  when  Mr.  Symmes  again  brought  me  a  few 
bones  and  a  specimen  of  red  ochre  which  had  been  dug  up 
near  the  place  where  the  skeletons  had  been  previously  dis- 
covered. 

"  A  new  road  has  been  constructed  the  present  j^ear,  lead- 
ing more  directly  from  the  reservoir  upon  the  top  of  College 
Hill  to  the  pumping-works  on  the  Mystic,  and  at  the  junction 
of  this  with  the  old  road  the  workmen  engaged  in  making  a 
sidewalk  found  eight  or  ten  skeletons  of  adults  within  a  foot 
of  the  surface,  the  heads  all  placed  toward  the  west. 

"  The  bones  were,  for  the  most  part,  quite  fragile,  only  a 
few  of  the  longest  being  strong  enough  to  bear  removal  from 
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the  clayey  soil  in  which  they  were  imbedded.  The  molar- 
teeth  were  very  much  worn  down,  though  otherwise  in  excel- 
lent preservation.  Near  one  of  the  largest  skeletons  was 
found  more  than  a  peck  of  red  ochre,  that  lay  as  if  originally 
deposited  in  some  receptacle  —  perhaps  a  basket  —  which  had 
a  circular  form. 

"  Underneath  the  same  skeleton  was  dug  out  a  fine  stone 
chisel,  made  of  dark  porphyry,  about  six  inches  long  and  two 
wide,  with  a  cutting  e,([gQ.  This  is  preserved  in  the  museum 
of  Tufts  College. 

"  A  few  arrowheads,  picked  up  near  the  remains,  together 
with  the  stone  chisel  and  the  red  ochre,  —  the  warpaint  used, 
—  would  seem  to  indicate  strongly  that  this  is  the  necropolis 
of  the  Medford  Indians,  whose  existence  has  been  suspected, 
but  could  not  be  determined  until  these  excavations  for  the 
highway  through  it. 

"  Its  location  is  on  the  northern  slope  of  College  Hill, 
about  midway  between  its  summit  and  the  Mystic  River,  at 
the  junction  of  the  two  roads  leading  from  Curtis  Street  to 
the  engine-house  of  the  Mystic  Water-works." 

This  paper  is  constructed  from  the  gleanings  of  a  member 
of  the  Society  (chiefly  from  the  writings  of  W.  H.  Whiti- 
more  and  quotations  from  Professor  Marshall).  G.  c. 


OLD  TIMES. 

[March  11,  1847.] 

We  have  lately  had  shown  to  us  a  document,  rather 
curious  for  several  reasons,  but  principally  for  the  anti- 
thesis which  it  exhibits  in  the  habits  of  the  people  of 
two  periods  of  time :  that  which  immediately  succeeded  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  the  present  day.  The  document  we 
refer  to  is  a  bill  brought  against  the  town  of  Woburn,  by 
one   of  the  selectmen  for  the  year  1783,  for  the  expenses 
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incurred  by  him  while  on  the  lousiness  of  the  town.  There 
are  a  great  many  charges  made,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
which  is  X4, 12s.  lOd.  Several  of  these  charges  are  "for 
going  to  Cambridge  after  a  minister,"  "  letting  a  horse," 
"  repairing  the  meeting-house,"  and  a  few  other  things ;  but 
hy  far  the  greater  part  are  for  bowls  of  brandy-toddy,  mugs 
of  flip,  and  for  rum,  which  appear  to  have  been  drunk  on 
different  occasions  and  for  which  the  town  had  to  pay.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  liquor  items,  which  we  transcribe 
for  the  edification  of  the  present  generation  :  — 

To  a  bowl  of  brandy-toddy, 
,,    a  mug"  and  a  half  of  brandy-flq), 
,,   a  mug  and  a  half  of  toddy, 
„   a  half  a  mug  of  toddy, 
,,   3  bowls  of  toddy  and  half  a  pint  of  rum, 
,,    a  mug  of  flip  and  half  a  pint  of  rum, 

and  thus  they  continue  to  multiply.  What  would  be  said  if 
such  a  bill  should  be  presented  at  this  time  to  the  town  for 
liquidation  ?  No  "  tempest  in  a  teapot  "  could  equal  the 
confusion  and  excitement  which  would  ensue. 
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THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  BURNT.^ 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  20th  inst.,  at  a  little  before 
eight  o'clock,  smoke  was  discovered  issuing  from  the  unfin- 
ished basement  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  this  town.  It 
seemed  to  proceed  either  from  the  furnace  in  the  vestry,  or 
from  the  smoke-pipe  passing  through  the  partition.  The 
bell-rope  was  in  the  loft  above  the  organ,  and  was  reached 
with  great  difficulty  on  account  of  the  dense  smoke  that  filled 
the  house ;  consequently  the  usual  alarm  was  not  given  for 
some  time.     Many  citizens,  however,  were  speedily  on  the 

■  1  From  the  Woburn  Journal,  March  36, 1853. 
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spot,  and  exerted  tliem selves  to  the  utmost ;  but  their 
efforts  were  unavailing,  for  before  the  lire  was  extinguished 
in  the  basement  it  was  discovered  to  be  burning  in  every 
direction  between  the  partition ;  the  cushions,  most  of  the 
hymn  and  singing  books,  the  Sunday-school  libraries,  the 
movable  settees,  the  pulpit  furiiiture,  and  one  of  the  clocks 
were  saved.  The  house  was  entirely  consumed ;  it  cost 
about  112,000,  and  was  insured  for  $5,000. 

A  new  organ,  built  by  Simmons  &  Mclntier,  some  four 
months  ago,  at  a  cost  of  |1,800,  was  entirely  consumed,  on 
which  was  no  insurance.  On  the  church  was  a  clock,  pur- 
chased about  three  years  ago  by  the  ladies  of  Winchester 
for  $400,  which,  with  the  bell,  was  also  entirely  destroyed. 

The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  west,  which  caused  Lyceum 
Hall  to  take  fire  on  the  roof  several  times,  and  also  the 
dwellings  of  Messrs.  Bayley,  Bridge,  and  Jaquith ;  but  they 
were  saved  by  the  energetic  and  timely  exertions  of  the 
citizens    and  firemen. 

The  following  engines  were  present,  which  rendered  every 
possible  assistance  necessary  to  quell  the  flames  and  in  pre- 
venting the  conflagration  of  the  neighboring  buildings, 
namely :  — 

From  Woburn, —  Fountain  Engine  No.  1,  volunteered  by 
citize]is ;  Washington  No.  2,  Captain  Richardson. 

From  North  Woburn,  —  Engine  Veto  No.  2,  Captain 
Reed. 

From  Stoneham,  —  Engine  General  Worth,  Captain 
Murphy. 

From  Medford, —  Engine  General  Brooks  No.  1,  Captain 
Gardner;  General  Jackson  No.  2,  Captain  Sampson;  General 
Washington  No.  2,  Captain  Drew. 

From  West  Cambridge, —  Engine  Eureka  No.  1,  Captain 
Letchell ;  Engine  Howard,  No.  2,  Captain  Parker. 

From  Winchester,  —  Engine  Excelsior  No.  1,  Captain 
Symmes. 
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The  Baptist  society  worshiping  in  Lyceum  Hall,  at  the 
close  of  the  afternoon  service  voted  unanimously  to  offer 
the  use  of  their  hall  to  their  Congregational  brethren,  for 
half  of  each  Sabbath  day  and  every  other  Sabbath  evening, 
until  they  shall  have  erected  another  place  of  worship. 

At  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Congregational  parish,  held 
on  Monday  evening,  a  harmonious  and  determined  spirit 
seemed  to  prevail,  and  it  was  voted  unanimously  to  take 
immediate  measures  for  the  erection  of  a  new  church.  A 
committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
all  the  questions  touching  the  sabject,  in  anticipation  of  the 
regular  parish  meeting  to  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  the 
twenty-eighth  instant.  An  idea  prevalent  is  that  the  old 
burial  lots  will  be  removed,  the  ground  leveled,  and  the  new 
church  erected  some  50  or  100  feet  farther  back  than  the  old 
one  ;  it  is  thought  that  it  will  be  constructed  either  of  brick 
or  stone.  We  understand  that  a  bell  is  to  be  immediately 
placed  upon  Lyceum  Hall.  —  [Reporter. 
Winchester,  March  23, 1853. 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  WINCHESTER.' 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal^  some  of  the  incidents 
relating  to  the  recent  fire  were  reported.  The  bell  then 
alluded  to  was  placed  upon  Lyceum  Building,  last  Saturday, 
in  good  ringing  order,  and  although  it  was  not  a  very  large 
one,  yet  it  answers  the  purposes:  intended  to  call  the  people 
together  on  the  Sabbath,  and  to  give  an  alarm  in  case  of  fire. 

The  interest  manifested  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church 
has  not,  in  any  degree,  diminished.  The  parish  held  a  reg- 
ular meeting  on  Monday  evening  last,  and  sanctioned  all 
that  had  been  done  at  the  previous  one.  Several  plans  and 
models  of  churches  were  exhibited,  and  various  reports  and 

1  From  the  Woburn  Journal,  April  '2,  1853. 
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resolutions  were  made  touching  the  subject.  A  building 
committee,  composed  of  idne  persons,  was  raised,  and  full 
power  given  them  to  1)uy  all  lands  and  erect  such  a  church 
and  at  such  cost  as  they  should  deem  proper.  Amono-  other 
things,  it  was  reported  that  all  the  old  burial  lots  in  the  rear 
of  the  church  lot  had  been  purchased ;  and  that  they  would 
soon  be  removed.  An  article  is  in  the  Town  Warrant,  to  be 
acted  on  next  Monday,  to  see  if  the  remaining  land,  between 
the  parish  land  and  the  pond,  can  be  purchased ;  if  such  is 
accomplished,  and  the  grounds  properly  graded,  there  will 
not  be  a  finer  location  for  a  church  in  the  State. 

Last  Thursday  evening,  an  Ornamental  Tree  Society  was 
formed  in  this  town,  the  object  of  which  is  to  assist  and 
encourage  the  citizens  in  setting  out  ornamental  trees  in 
various  parts  of  the  village.  A  Constitution  was  adopted  and 
the  following  officers  chosen:  Jas.  R.  Bayley,  president; 
Charles  Kimball,  vice-president ;  S.  B.  White,  treasurer  ;  and 
Messrs.  John  H.  Bacon,  Joseph  Stone,  O.  R.  Clark,  L.  R. 
Symmes,  and  S.  S.  Richardson,  directors.  From  present 
appearances  there  will  be  some  500  trees  set  out  the  ensuing 
summer.  —  \_Reporter. 
Winchester,  April  1,  18.53. 

[From  tlie  Wohurn  Journal,  January  21,  18o4.] 

Mpw  Editor,  —  I  think  the  weekly  publication  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  in  your  paper  adds  greatly  to  its 
interest,  especially  tliose  being  published  now ;  for  many  of 
the  names  are  familiar  to  us  of  the  present  generation,  and 
bring  to  our  recollection  scenes  and  trials  through  which  our 
ancestors  passed  in  securing  us  the  many  privileges  wliich 
we  enjoy.  I  think  we  cannot  keep  too  fresh  in  the  memory 
the  privations  and  hardships  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
us,  and  whose  untarnished  names  are  the  best  evidence  of 
their  frugal  and  upright  lives.  By  the  recent  publication  of 
the  early  colonial  history  of  Massachusetts,  a  large  addition 
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has  been  made  to  the  historical  literature  of  New  England 
which  should  be  studied  with  care  by  all  who  reverence  the 
good  of  the  past  and  wish  to  cultivate  and  improve  the 
future. 

The  Lyceum  lecture  in  this  place  last  week  was  delivered 
by  O.  W.  Holmes,  Esq.  Subject,  "  The  Audience."  This 
lecture  was  a  reproduction,  which  the  author  has  delivered 
several  times  before  this  season,  and  which  was  reported  at 
length,  some  two  weeks  ago,  in  the  Neiv  York  Tribune. 
Mr.  Holmes  is  a  very  popular  lecturer,  and  never  fails  to 
amuse  his  hearers  with  an  abundance  of  wit,  mirth,  and 
]3oetry.  His  humor  is  inexhaustible  and  devours  everything, 
from 

"  A  roasting  pullet  to  a  baking  egg.,'" 

while  the  lover  of  poetry  can  find  in  his  verse  a 

"  Sentiment  for  each  lovely  muse." 

Dr.  Youngman,  the  agent  for  your  paper  here  (who,  hy 
the  way,  is  a  capital  fellow,  a  good  physician,  a  safe  apothe- 
cary, prompt  librarian,  agent  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors, 
and  town  clerk),  is  doing  a  thriving  business  in  the  sale  of 
all  sorts  of  compounds  for  the  cure  of  such  ills  as  the  flesh  is 
heir  to ;  while  his  counters  are  loaded  with  the  many 
papers  and  periodicals  which  the  taste  of  modern  society 
demands,  and  his  showcases  abound  with  a  choice  collection 
of  souvenirs,  giftbooks,  toys,  and  emblems  of  love  and 
friendship  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  longings. 

Probably  many  of  your  readers  have  noticed  a  new  work, 
just  issued  from  the  prolific  pen  of  F.  A.  Durivage,  Esq.,  of 
this  town,  entitled  ''Life  Scenes  Sketched  in  Light  and 
Shadow  from  the  World  Around  Us."  Mr.  Durivage  is 
already  extensively  known  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable  and 
graceful  writers  in  New  Eno-land,  and  the  above  work  will 
do  much  to  increase  his  brilliant  reputation.     More  anon.    k. 
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"  To-day  becomes  historic  to-morrow." 


ASTEONOMICAL. 

How  much  and  how  often  we  wish 
these  historical  societies  would  get  out 
of,  and  away  from,  the  musty  and 
valueless  (except  to  an  especial  few 
who  want  employment,  or  seek  recog- 
nition and  official  prominence  therein) 
excavation  among  the  things  of  the  dim 
past,  so  worthless,  and  come  down  to 
the  present  —  "  The  living  present "  — 
and  make  vivid  and  exact,  for  our- 
selves, what  we  are — what  we  can  and 
ought  to  be.  "Who  is  there  among  us 
that  is  imitating  his  grandfather? 


ARBOE  DAY. 

The  following  notice  is  to  be  circu- 
lated in  the  schools  of  our  town :  — 

As  April  30th  has  been  appointed  as 
an  Arbor  Day,  —  that  is,  a  day  for  gen- 
eral planting  of  trees  and  shrubs, — 
by  tlie  Patrons  of  Husbandry  m  this 
State,  the  "Winchester  "Village  Improve- 
ment Association  desires  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  custom  of  planting 
a  class  tree  be  instituted  in  our  schools, 
and  the  teachers  are  requested  to  pre- 
sent this  subject  to  their  pupils. 

They  can  invite  contributions,  and  it 
is  hoped  by  this  means  an  interest  in 
the  matter  can  be  awakened,  and  that 
it  will  result  in  a  permanent  improve- 
ment in  the  looks  of  the  town. 

The  Shade  Tree  Committee  would 
be  happy  to  cooperate  by  purchasing 
and  planting  any  suitable  tree  on  the 
school  grounds,  which  can  be  done  at 
a  cost  of  about  three  dollars  and  a 
half,  with  guard  complete. 

E.  A.  Smith, 
Secretary. 
"Winchester,  April  22, 1885. 


Monday  evening,  April  17,  1885, 
Mr.  James  A.  Dupee  gave  a  second 
lecture  in  the  vestries  of  the  Congregar 
tional  Church,  before  the  young  people, 
upon  the  West  Indies,  having  especial 
reference  to  the  coolie  system  of  labor 
as  at  present  existing  among  those 
islands.  The  lecture  was  intensely 
interesting  and  instructive. 


The  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
"Winchester  Mutual  Benefit  Association 
was  held  March  19,  1885,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected :  — 
President  — D.  N.  Skilliugs. 
"Vice-President  —  E.  A.  Smith. 
Secretary —  W.  A.  Snow. 
Treasui-er  —  G.  F.  Hawley. 
Directors  —  S.  C.  Small. 

11.  C.  Miller. 

H.  J.  "Winde. 

E.  H.  Stone. 

C.  H.  Cowdery. 

C.  F.  Lunt. 

C.  E.  Corey. 

G.  P.  Brown. 

J.  P.  Boutwell. 
The  present  membership  is  128. 
No  assessment  has  been  made  in  two 
years. 


TOWN  MEETING. 

The  annual  Town  ^Meeting  was  held 
in  this  towTi  on  last  Monday.  Mr. 
Thomas  P.  Ayer  was  Moderator. 

"No  license"  was  voted.  Yes,  54; 
No,  576. 

Under  Art.  25,  Daniel  March,  Jr., 
J.  A.  Dupee,  S.  "W.  Twombly,  Henry 
C.  Miller,  and  Robert  C.  Metcalf  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  select  a  suit- 
able   location    and  prepare    plans  for 
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building  a  four-room  sclioolliouse  on 
the  wostcrly  side  of  the  B.  <fc  L.  R.  R., 
near  tlie  corner  of  Church  and  Bacon 
Streets,  and  report  at  a  future  meeting. 

Under  Art.  31,  John  T.  Wilson, 
Joseph  H.  Tyler,  S.  W.  Twombly, 
Stephen  Thompson,  and  Geo.  D.  Rand 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  matter  of  build- 
ing a  ToAVii  Hall,  to  report  at  a  future 
meeting. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  Monday 
evening,  March  30,  at  wliicli  time  the 
remaining  sixteen  articles  in  the  War- 
rant Avill  be  acted  on. 


WixCHESTEK  Club.  — A  new  or- 
ganization, under  the  name  of  tlie  Win- 
chester Club,  has  recently  been  organ- 
ized among  our  young  men  for  the  pro- 
motion of  social  intercourse  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  political  and  economic  ques- 
tiofis.  It  has  taken  rooms  in  tlae  Rich- 
ardson Block ,  which  are  t  o  be  open  every 
evening  in  the  week  for  meeting  and 
social  games ;  and  once  in  two  weeks  a 
business  meeting  will  be  lield.  On  Sun- 
days open  for  reading  only.  The  officers 
are  Gen.  John  M.  Corse,  President; 
James  Mooney,  Vice-President;  John 
Lynch,  Treasurer;  Walter  Safiford, 
Secretary.  A  course  of  lectures  lias 
been  arranged,  and  the  first  one,  on 
"  Illustrious  Irishmen  of  One  Cen- 
tury," was  gi\'en  last  Tuesday  even- 
ing by  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  and  the 
second  one  will  be  given  next  Thursday 
evening  by  Josiah  Quincy. 


The  following  is  the  order  of  exer- 
cises at  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  Winchester,  Mass.,  Easter 
Sunday.  Ai)ril  5,  1885 :  — 
Organ  Voluntary  — '"  Gloria  "  from  2d 
Mass.  Mozart 

Anthem  —  "  Now  is  Christ  risen." 

G.  B.  Allen 


Reading  of  Psalms. 

Carol H.  Smart 

Scripture  Reading,  Matt,  xxviii. 

Prayer. 

Organ  Response. 

Carol J.  E.  Nicker  son 

Hymn. 

Sermon,  the  Pastor,  Rev.  C.  R.  Sey- 
mour.   Text,  Col.  iii.  1-4. 
Tenor  Solo,  J.  F.  Witherell.        Fanre 
Prayer. 
Hymn. 
Benediction. 
Organ  Postlude Hink 


WINGHESTEE   HIGHLANDS. 

An  effort  is  being  put  forth  to  build 
a  chapel  at  the  Highlands.  It  is  thought 
that  funds  enough  to  put  up  a  nice 
building  can  be  raised  without  much 
dilticulty  in  a  short  time. 

On  Friday  evening,  April  17,  an 
entertainment  was  given  at  the  house 
of  S.  S.  Holtou,  Esq.,  Washington 
Street,  in  aid  of  the  fund  for  a  chapel 
at  the  Highlands.  It  was  under  the 
management  of  Miss  Georgia  D.  Holt  on. 
Her  pupils  in  music,  with  others,  fui-- 
uished  a  pleasing  programme,  which, 
with  recitations  and  a  magic-lantern 
exhibition,  gave  the  company  of  young 
folks  a  happy  evening.  Mr.  Holton 
and  his  family  are  deserving  of  the 
liearty  thanks  of  all  interested  in  this 
enterprise  for  opening  their  home  for 
such  a  gathering.  We  trust  receipts 
were  sufficiently  large  to  encourage 
other  eiforts  of  a  similar  character. 

The  friends  of  the  funds  for  a 
chapel  at  Winchester  Highlands  will 
have  a  grand  opportunity  to  give  aid 
and  encouragement  to  the  good  object 
next  Tuesday  evening,  April  21, 1885. 
when  a  fair  is  to  be  held  at  the  house  of 
John  S.  Richardson,  Esq.  Tickets  may 
be  purchased  of  any  of  the  children 
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from  tho  Tliglilaiuls.  The  ladies  of  tills 
section  of  the  town  have  heretofore 
won  to  themselves  an  excellent  repu- 
tation for  preparing  good  suppers  upon 
such  occasions.  'I'o  all  interested  in 
the  good  cause  at  the  Highlands,  an  in- 
vitation is  extended  to  patronize  the 
fair. 

The  fair  at  the  Highlands  was  a 
brilliant  success.  The  evening  was 
evid(nitly  made  to  order,  and  the  house 
was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
Barge-loads  of  friends  went  up  from 
the  village.  The  supper-tables  were 
loaded  with  choice  eatables,  and  we 
anticipate  the  receipts  to  be  very 
large.  The  enterprise  is  near  to  the 
hearts  of  all  our  best  citizens,  and  a 
chapel  at  the  Highlands  is  a  certainty. 


ANCIENT. 
Nelsox  Allen,  while  meandering 
through  Turkey  Swamp,  was  attacked 
by  a  huge  black  snake,  measuring  five 
feet,  seven  and  three-fourths  inches  in 
length.    Nelson  succeeded  in  killing  it. 

On  May  10,  lG-t3,  the  General  Court 
appointed  a  committee  to  lay  out  a 
road  from  Cambridge  to  Woburn.  — 
Urooks^s  History  of  Medford. 


AN  ESTEEMED  EESIDENT 
INSTANTLY  KILLED. 

A  SAD  accident  occurred  at  the 
crossing,  in  the  Centre,  W^ednesday 
night,  April  8,  1885.  As  Mr.  John 
McNeil,  a  well-known  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  this  town,  was 
crossing  the  track,  in  avoiding  a 
fi-eight-traiu  he  was  struck  by  the 
express  that  leaves  Boston  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  instantly  killed.  His  body 
was  badly  mangled,  and  was  thrown 
sixty  feet.  Mr.  McNeil  Avas  about 
sixty-three  years  of  age.    He  was  the 


father-in-law  of  General  Corse,  and 
lived  with  Mr.  Corse's  family  at  the 
corner  of  "VYashington  and  Walnut 
Streets.  He  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent and  much  esteemed  during  his 
life. 


Mr.  Theodore  Rogers  died  on  Fast 
Day  morning,  April  2,  1885,  at  his 
home,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
"W'alnut  Streets,  aged  about  sevent}'- 
eight  years.  He  has  been  a  resident  at 
this  place  many  years,  and  originally 
kept  a  store  in  the  basement  now  oc- 
cupied by  Greenlaw  Brothers.  His 
death  was  very  sudden,  he  being  in  his 
usual  health  the  afternoon  previous,  at 
which  time  he  was  in  the  store  men- 
tioned. The  funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  house  on  Monday,  at  which  Rev. 
Mr.  Seymour  officiated. 


Mr.  Emmons  Hamlin,  of  the  firm 
of  Mason  &  Hamlin,  organ  builders, 
dietl  at  the  Parker  House,  Boston, 
April  S,  of  heart  disease,  superinduced 
by  pneumonia.  Mr.  Hamlin,  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  present 
firm,  Avas  superintendent  of  the  fac- 
tory of  George  A.  Prince  &  Co.,  melo- 
deou  manufacturers,  of  Buffalo.  The 
firm  of  ^lason  &  Hamlin  began  busi- 
ness in  1854.  The  deceased  possessed 
remarkable  mechanical  ability,  and 
was  the  inventor  of  a  number  of  valua- 
l)lc  improvements  in  coiuiection  with 
ills  business.  Mr.  Hamlin  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  New  York,  on  Nov. 
10,  1821.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  tastes, 
and  a  lover  of  art.  His  galleries  of 
paintings  and  works  of  art  make  one 
of  the  finest  private  collections  in  the 
Aicinity.  Toward  musical  students  he 
showed  great  generosity,  and  in  a  ciuiet 
way  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor  of 
such,  educating  abroad,  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, several  who  have  become  well- 
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known  in  the  musical  world.    He  leaves  tory  were  present  at  the  funeral.    The 

a  widow  and  one  unmarried  daughter,  remains  were    interred  in  Wildwood 

the  latter  known   in  private  musical  Cemetery, 

circles  as  a   pianist  of   ability.     The  "♦ 

funeral  services  took  place  at^  his  late  og^^oH    OP    THE    EPIPHANY. 

residence,  m  this  town,  last  Saturday 

afternoon,  Rev.  J.  L.  Marsh  ofHciat-  [Corrected  Clipping.] 

iug.      Some    one    hundred    workmen  Services  in  the  new  church,  11  a.m. 

from  the  Mason  &  Hamlin  Organ  fac-  and  4  p.m.    Sunday-school,  3  p.m. 


PROCEEDINGS    OF   THE    SOCIETY. 

At  the  regular  meeting  in  April,  the  following  papers  were 
presented  and  filed  for  reference  :  — 

1.  Gleanings    from    History    of    Woburn.     By    Abijah 
Thompson. 

2.  Sketch     of     Moses     Collins     Greene.      By     Abijah 
Thompson. 

3.  Inscriptions  upon  Gravestones,  Woburn.     By  Abijah 
Thompson. 

4.  Petition     to    Selectmen     about     Street    Gates.      By 
Selectmen. 

5.  Mrs.  Townsend's  Letter  to  Overseers  of  the  Poor.     By 
Selectmen. 

6.  Solomon  Fletcher.     By  E.  A.  Wadleigh. 

7.  Independence  Day  in  1847.     By  K.  W.  Baker. 

8.  Indian  Relics.     By  W.  H.  Whitimore. 

9.  Corrected  Voting-List,  Winchester.      By  George  W. 
Spurr. 

10.  History  and  Review  of  the  Baldwin  Apple.     B}^  Rev. 
Leander  Thompson. 

11.  Letter  to  Dana  Fay,  pertaining  to  the  division  line  of 
Winchester  and  Woburn.     By  Selectmen. 

12.  Printed  call  for  the  first  meeting  relating  to  the  new 
town  of  Winchester.     By  Selectmen. 
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The  following  papers  were  read:  — 

I.  History  of  the  Telegraph  in  Winchester.  By  George 
P.  Brown. 

II.  The  "  Old  Homestead"  of  Jediithun  Richardson  and 
his  will,  together  with  a  list  of  the  school-children  in  Richard- 
sons'  Row.     By  Luther  Richardson. 

III.-  Sketch  of  Philemon  Wright,  who  migrated  from  the 
Hill  District  of  Winchester  to  Canada,  and  settled  upon  the 
land  which  eventually  was  chosen  as  the  site  of  the  capital 
of  the  Canadian  Dominions,  —  the  city  of  Ottawa.  By 
Luther  R.  Symmes. 

The  donations  to  the  Society  presented  at  this  meeting 
were  the  following :  — 

1.  A  map  of  Winchester,  1854,  by  Stephen  Thompson. 

2.  Pamphlets  and  papers,  by  George  P.  Brown. 

3.  Pamphlets  and  papers,  by  John  W.  Richardson. 

4.  Paul  Revere's  picture  of  the  landing  of  British  troops 
in  Boston,  by  R.  T.  Dotten. 

5.  Sewall's  History  of  Woburn,  by  Abijah  Thompson. 

6.  Winchester  Reports,  1885,  by  Selectmen. 

7.  Two  volumes  books,  by  Library  Committee. 

8.  Pamphlets,  badges,  and  old  lottery  tickets,  by  John 
P.  Walker,  Providence,  R.  I. 

9.  West  Cambridge  Light  Infantry  notice,  by  Abijah 
Thompson. 

10.  Photographs,  grouped,  of  our  Selectmen,  1850,  by 
Abijah  Thompson. 

11.  Photographs,  grouped,  of  our  Selectmen,  1884,  by 
Abijah  Thompson. 

12.  "  Winchester  Record,"  numbers  1  and  2,  by  Abijah 
Thompson. 

13.  Six  volumes  U.  S.  Commissioners  Paris  Exposition, 
by  George  Cooke. 

14.  Copy  of  first  newspaper  in  America,  by  Cyrus  Butters. 

15.  Suffolk  Deeds,  vol.  i,  and  map  of  Concord,  Mass.,  1775, 
by  George  F.  Parker. 
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16.  Tweiity-eig'litli  Annual  l\o}K)i't  Wobnrn  Public 
Library,  by  William  R.  Cutter. 

17.  Two  volumes  Huguenot  Immigrants,  by  James  A. 
Dupee. 

18.  History  of  .Erenin;/  TrcDiseript,  Boston,  by  James  A. 
Dupee. 

19.  "Fiat  Money," — campaign  documents,  by  James  A. 
Dupee. 

20.  Town  Warrant,  Winchester,  1850,  by  Selectmen. 

21.  Mourning  sheet  'calling  citizens  together  upon  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln,  by  O.  R.  Clark. 

22.  Original  subscriptitm  }>a]ier  for  liquidation  of  church 
debt,  1863,  by  O.  K.  Clark. 

23.  Heliotj'pe  view  of  Winchester,  1640,  by  Abijali 
Thompson. 

24.  Heliotype  fac-simile  of  town  charter,  by  Abijah 
Thompson. 

25.  The  printed  act  of  incorporation  of  Winchester,  by 
Selectmen. 

In  presenting  the  beautiful  volumes  (No.  17,  above"),  Mr. 
Dupee  took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  })rominence  of  Huguenot 
families  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  commend  the 
study  of  the  Huguenot  immigration  as  quite  essential  to  the 
comprehension  of  that  histor}^  And,  in  presenting  the  copy 
of  the  first  issue  of  the  Transcript,  he  gave  unwritten  remi- 
niscences of  very  great  interest,  suggested  by  the  names, 
topics,  advertisements,  etc.,  in  that  early  issue,  drawing  from 
the  resources  of  his  excellent  memory  an  lu>ur's  ver}' 
instructive  and  entertaining  history  of  men,  newsjiapers, 
editors,  theatres,  modes  of  business  and  of  travel,  during  the 
half-century  thus  summarily  rcvic\MMl.  and  thus  constructing 
a  very  picturesque  and  panoramic  illustration  of  the  progress 
of  the  age. 

GEORGE   COOKE.  Secretary. 
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The  group  of  buildings  illustrated  in  this  number  of  The 
Record  is  among  those  most  noticeable  at  the  centre  of  the 
village,  used  for  public  or  business  purposes.  A  more 
extended  account  of  them  is  given  in  the  papers  on  the 
"Buildings  of  Winchester,"  prepared  for  the  Historical 
Society,  by  Mr.  George  D.  Rand. 

No.  1  is  the  "Wakefield  House,"  so  called  from  Mr. 
Wakefield,  of  Reading,  by  whom  it  was  built  a  little 
before  1838.  It  stands  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
railroad  and  Main  Street  coming  from  the  north. 

No.  2  is  the  store  now  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Holbrook. 
It  faces  toward  the  Wakefield  House  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  wide  crossings.  It  was  built  in  1838  or  1839,  by 
Mr.  James  Bridge. 

No.  3  was  built,  in  part,  in  1848,  by  Mr.  Samuel  S. 
Richardson,  and  afterward  considerably  enlarged.  It  was 
first  occupied  as  a  grocery-store  by  Taylor  &  Sanderson, 
and  continuously  by  Mr.  E.  Sanderson  to  the  present 
time.  A  pleasant  hall  in  the  second  story  was  enlarged 
and  improved,  in  1880,  by  the  late  Mr.  Josiah  F.  Stone. 
It  is  on  Main  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  the  Wakefield 
House. 

No.  4  shows  two  buildings.  The  small  one  at  the  left 
was  built  in  1837,  on  the  site  of  the  larger  one,  by  Mr. 
Sumner  Richardson,  for  his  cousin,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Richard- 
son, and  was  used  by  the  latter  for  a  shoe-factory. 

The  other  building,  which  will  be  recognized  at  once,  by 
all  who  have  seen  it,  as  Lyceum  Hall,  was  built  in  1851,  by 
the  Lyceum  Corporation,  of  which  Mr.  Charles  Mclntier 
was  president  and  Mr.  Josiah  Hovey  was  secretary.  Mr. 
Voelckers,  of  Boston,  was  architect  of  the  building,  and 
Richardson  &  CoUamore  the  contractors. 
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EDWARD   CONVERSE. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  Woburn,  Edward  Converse 
has  always  been  regarded  as  a  pioneer  and  leader.  Yet  our 
knowledge  of  his  history,  as  of  nearly  all  his  associates, 
must,  at  this  late  day,  be  fragmentary  and  of  course  imper- 
fect. There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  busy  man  of 
affairs,  and  officer  both  in  town  and  church,  was  born  in  or 
about  the  year  1590,  though  the  exact  date  and  place  of  his 
English  birth  cannot  now  be  given. 

In  the  History  of  Rindge,  New  Hampshire,  published  in 
1875,  the  author,  Ezra  S.  Stearns,  in  an  interesting  account 
of  the  Converse  family  of  that  town,  traces  their  descent  to 
Edward  Converse,  of  Woburn,  and  gives  various  historical 
facts  which  the  present  writer  has  seen  nowhere  else,  and 
which  are  gratefully  welcomed  as  pertinent  to  our  object. 
Without  attempting  to  give  a  tithe  of  this  extended  notice, 
the  following  items  are  regarded  as  especially  valuable : 
"  The  original  seat  of  the  Converse  family  was  in  Navarre, 
France,  from  whence  was  Roger  de  Coigniers,  who  emigrated 
to  England  near  the  end  of  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
querer,  and  to  whom  the  Bishop  of  Durham  gave  the 
constableship  of  Durham.  Among  his  descendants,  Conyers 
of  Horden,  Durham,  was  created  a  baronet  July  14,  1628. 
Sir   Humphre}^   the    eighth    generation,   wrote    the    name 
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Coigners,  and  Sir  Christoi^her,  the  twentieth  generation, 
adopted  the  orthography  of  Conyers.  In  Navarre,  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  the  residence  of  a  family  of  this  name 
was  known  as  the  Chateau  de  Coigniers.  Those  bearing 
the  name  were  Huguenots,  or  French  Protestants.  In  the 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  in  1572,  many  of  this 
family  fell  victims  to  the  rage  of  the  Papists,  and  Pierre 
Coigners,  who  was  attached  to  the  court  of  Henry  IV  of 
France,  having  witnessed  the  assassination  of  his  kinsman, 
Admiral  Coligny,  and,  fearful  of  his  own  safety,  escaped 
with  his  wife  and  two  infants  to  England,  and  settled  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  where  his  son  married  a  lady  of  consider- 
able possessions  in  that  and  an  adjoining  county.  It  was 
Ralph,  a  son  of  this  marriage,  who  was  created  a  baronet 
by  King  Charles  II. 

"  In  England  the  name  was  naturally  changed  to  Conyers, 
corresponding  with  the  English  pronunciation,  and  members 
of  the  family  still  spell  the  name  in  this  manner,  while 
others,  in  the  change  of  a  single  letter,  have  taken  the 
name  of  Convers.  From  these  emigrations  to  England  is 
descended  the  Converse  family  of  this  country.  The  name 
was  spelled  Convers  for  several  generations  after  the 
emigration  to  New  England.  The  coat-of-arms  of  Coigniers, 
Conyers,  and  Convers  is  essentially  the  same,  which  sustains 
the  tradition  that  all  are  of  a  common  origin." 

An  engraving,  taken  from  an  illustration  furnished  by  the 
Rev.  J.  K.  Converse,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  presents  the 
emblems  of  heraldry  which,  for  many  generations,  have  been 
associated  with  the  family  name,  and  is  read  as  follows : 
Arms.  Argent  upon  Bend  Sable  between  two  Maunches 
Azure,  Trefoils.  On  Crest  an  Arm  in  Armor  out  of  a  Mural 
Crown  Gold. 

The  term  argent  represents  that  the  shield  is  white,  or  of 
silver  color,  and  sable  that  the  bend,  or  belt,  is  black ;  the 
bend  is  a  scarf  of  honor  for  courage   in   battle  ;  the   trefoils 
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are  emblems  of  the  Trinity,  and  were  bestowed  for  service 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  church  ;  the  maunches,  or  empty 
sleeves,  were  added  to  the  arms  of  those  who  had  been 
celebrated  in  the  councils  of  sovereigns ;  the  mural  crown 
represents  a  battlement,  and  was  bestowed  on  those  who  first 
mounted  the  walls  and  there  lodged  a  standard;  and  the 
motto :    In  Deo  Solo    Confido,  "  In  God  alone  I  trust." 

From  this  Huguenot,  and  by  adoption  English,  family 
came  Edward  Converse,  one  of  Winthrop's  famous  company 
of  emigrants,  who  arrived  in  New  England  in  1630.  A  man 
of  more  than  usual  enterprise,  we  find  him,  from  the  very 
outset,  ever  restlessly  pushing  forward  some  new  work.  In 
less  than  a  year  after  settling  in  Charlestown,  he  established 
a  ferry,  the  first  between  Charlestown  and  Boston.  By 
order  of  the  court,  June  14,  1631,  he  was  authorized,  under 
certain  rules  and  regulations,  to  manage  this  enterprise, ■•and 
for  several  years  it  was  a  leading  part  of  his  business.  In 
Winthrop's  Histor^^  of  New  England,  we  find  the  following- 
account,  given  also  in  substance  in  Frothingham's  History 
of  Charlestown :  — 

"  The  governor  and  treasurer,  b}"  order  of  the  General 
Court,  did  demise  to  Edward  Converse  the  ferry  between 
Boston  and  Charlestown,  to  have  the  sole  transporting  of 
passengers  and  cattle  from  one  side  to  the  other,  for  three 
years  from  the  first  day  of  the  next  month,  for  the  yearly 
rent  of  forty  pounds  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  the  treasurer : 
Provided  that  he  see  it  be  well  attended  and  furnished  with 
sufficient  boats,  and  that  so  soon  as  may  be  in  the  next 
spring  he  set  up  a  convenient  house  on  Boston  side,  and 
keep  a  boat  there,  as  need  shall  require,  and  he  is  allowed  to 
take  his  wonted  fees,  namely,  2d.  for  a  single  person,  and  If?, 
apiece  if  there  be  more  than  one,  as  well  on  lecture  days  as 
at  other  times ;  and  for  every  horse  and  cow  with  the  man 
that  goetl)  with  them,  6d.,  and  for  a  goat  Id.,  and  for  a  swine 
2d.;  and  if  any  shall  desire  to  pass  before  it  is  light  in  the 
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morning,  or  if  it  is  after  dark  in  the  evening,  he  may  take 
recompense  answerable  to  the  season  and  his  pains  and 
hazard,  so  it  be  not  excessive." 

This  lease  was  given  in  1631,  and  November  9,  1637,  it 
was  renewed  for  three  years,  Mr.  Converse  agreeing  to  pay 
each  year  forty  pounds  into  the  colonial  treasury.  This 
ferry,  which  crossed  the  river  where  now  the  Charlestown 
bridge  crosses  it,  was  called  the  "  Great  Ferry,"  to  distin- 
guish it  from  another  which  Thomas  Williams  had  "  set  up," 
a  short  time  before  its  establishment,  between  Charlestown 
and  Winnisimmet. 

Meanwhile  Edward  Converse  was  made,  duiing  the  first 
year  of  engagement  with  the  ferry  (1631),  a  freeman  of  the 
Colony,  and  subsequently  served  the  town  of  Charlestown 
on  the  board  of  selectmen  from  1635  until  his  removal  to 
his  iiew  home  in  the  wilderness,  which  afterward  became 
Woburn.  This  removal  appropriately  introduces  his  con- 
nection with  the  enterprise  of  founding  the  new  town.  It 
is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  he  was  on  every  committee 
and  had  a  part  in  every  movement  that  had  this  new  settle- 
ment in  view.  He  was  one  of  the  small  company,  who,  in 
September,  1640,  went  from  Charlestown  to  search  the  unex- 
plored land  to  the  northward,  and  experienced  an  almost 
miraculous  escape  from  death  in  a  terrific  night-storm  by  the 
fall  of  a  large  tree  under  which  they  had  laid  themselves 
down  for  the  night.  He  was  one  of  a  committee  of  thirteen 
chosen  by  the  town  of  Charlestown,  November  4,  1640,  "to 
sett  the  bounds  betwixt  Charlestown  and  the  Village,  and  to 
appoint  the  place  for  the  village."  His  name  stands  first  in 
a  list  of  seven  men  chosen  by  the  church  in  Charlestown, 
November  5,  1640,  the  day  after  the  appointment  of  the 
town  committee  of  thirteen,  as  commissioners  for  "  erecting 
a  church  and  town  "  and  "for  the  carr[y]iug  on  the  affaires 
of  this  new  Town."  Six  of  these  seven  commissioners  were 
on  the  town  committee  of  thirteen,  and  to  these  six  men, 
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with  Edward  Converse  at  the  head,  was  due  the  success  of 
the  enterprise  they  had  in  view.  At  their  first  meeting, 
held  December  18,  1640,  thirty-two  men  were  found  ready 
to  affix  their  names  to  the  Town  Orders  for  Woburn,  upon 
which  they  had  agreed,  the  name  of  Edward  Converse  being 
second  in  the  list.  Meanwhile  the  fears  of  the  church  at 
Charlestown  had  been  aroused  by  the  zeal  and  energies  of 
this  handful  of  men,  lest  the  town  should  be  depopulated. 
But  they  went  steadily  forward,  and  the  church  at  length 
yielded.  Converse  and  his  associates  being  accorded,  Decem- 
ber 22,  full  power  to  go  on  with  their  work.  As  ever, 
Converse  seems  to  have  outstripped  all  others  in  his  zeal, 
and  to  have  erected  a  house  in  the  territory  of  the  proposed 
town,  previous  to  January  4,  1641,  for,  under  this  date,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  his  house,  according  to  Johnson's 
Wonder -Working  Providence^  in  which  many  persons  were 
admitted  to  "  set  down  their  dwellings  in  this  town,  yet 
being  shallow  of  brains,  fell  ofe  (oif)  afterwards."  It  is 
possible,  as  some  writers  have  suggested,  that  the  meeting 
was  held  at  his  house  in  .Charlestown,  and  the  words  "  in 
this  town "  refer  simply  to  what  was  "  this  town "  when 
Johnson  wrote.  But  earl}^  in  the  next  month,  February  10, 
1641,  the  same  writer  tells  us,  as  others  also  do,  that  the 
first  bridge  was  laid  over  the  ''Abersonce,"  elsewhere  and 
generally  called  the  Abajona,^  River,  "  over  against  Edward 
Converse's  house,''  and  called  "Could  [or  Cold]  Bridge." 
This  record  also  seems  to  assume  that  the  house  was  there 
when  the  bridge  was  built,  though,  of  course,  the  reference 
to  it  msij  possibly,  but  not  naturally,  be  in  anticipation  of 
its  actual  erection.  Mr.  Champney,  in  his  contribution  to 
the  History  of  Middlesex  County,  vol.  ii,  p.  526,  after 
saying  that  the  bridge  was  built  in  February,  1641,  adds : 
"  and  the  first  dwelling-house  was  erected  over  against  lY," 
that  is,  the  bridge.     This  is  doubtless  correct,  so  far  as  the 

iThis  name  is  written  Aberjonah,  Abarjona,  and  Abajona  by  different  writers,— the 
latter  the  most  frequently  in  modern  usage.  —Ed. 
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location  of  the  house  was  concerned,  but  it  exactly  reverses 
the  statements  of  the  records  and  of  the  historian,  which 
affirm  that  the  bridge  was  built  "  over  against  the  house  " ; 
the  statement  of  the  former  implying  that  the  bridge  was 
built  first,  and  that  of  the  latter,  that  the  house  was  built 
first.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  exact  date  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  house,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
the  first  dwelling-house  erected  in  Woburn  :  that  of  John 
Mousall  being  built  but  a  little  later  on  "  Hilly  Way."  In 
the  words  of  the  quaint  old  historian  and  poet,  Johnson, 
referring  to  these  men :  — 

"  Too  [two]  um'ses  less  undaunted  then  [than]  the  rest, 
ffirst  howses  ffinish." 

The  location  of  the  Converse  house  involves  difficulties 
and  differences  that  seem  to  demand  a  notice  more  extended 
than  can  well  be  given  here  ;  and  it  is  therefore  thought 
best,  on  the  whole,  to  defer  a  consideration*  of  it  to  an 
appendix,  where  it  will  appear  in  connection  with  "  The 
description  of  Edward  Converse's  possessions  in  1638,  and 
his  will  in  1659." 

The  historical  facts  of  the  first  house  and  the  first  bridge, 
and  probably  also  the  first  mill,  in  Woburn,  so  intimately 
associated  with  Edward  Converse's  enterprise,  appropriately 
introduce  us  to  the  part  he  acted  in  the  organization  and 
affiiirs  of  the  new  town. 

We  have  already  noticed  that  his  name  is  at  the  head  of 
the  seven  commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  gen- 
eral business  of  settling  the  town,  which  issued  in  securing 
the  act  of  incorporation  in  1642.  His  connection  with  the 
work  of  gathering  the  church  previous  to  October  6  of  that 
year  (the  date  of  the  incorporation),  we  pass  for  the  present, 
in  order  to  notice  more  consecutively  his  secular  life  and 
activities.  To  the  persistent  agency  of  Edward  Converse, 
more  than  to  any  other  one  man,  the  success  of  the  seven 
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commissioners  seems  to  have  been  due.  And  when 
"  Charlestown  Village  "  was  finally  called  "  Woobourne," 
by  the  act  of  the  General  Court,  and  recognized  as  the  twen- 
tieth town  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  we  can  easily 
imagine  that  the  satisfaction  and  joy  of  no  other  man 
equaled  those  of  this  ever-restless  worker. 

Why  the  newly  incorporated  municipality  did  not  imme- 
diately so  far  organize  as  to  choose  the  appropriate  officers 
for  administering  its  affairs  is  at  present  wholly  a  matter  of 
conjecture.  The  records  mention  a  general  meeting  as  early 
as  November  9, 1643,  in  which  some  minor  and  comparatively 
unimportant  matters  of  business  were  transacted,  but  there 
is  no  hint  of  a  regular  organization  till  April  13,  1644,  about 
eighteen  months  after  the  incorporation.  On  that  day,  the 
freemen  of  the  town  made  choice  of  the  first  board  of  select- 
men, consisting  of  Edward  Johnson,  Edward  Converse,  John 
Mousall,  William  Learned,  Ezekiel  Richardson,  Samuel 
Richardson,  and  James  Thompson  —  seven  good  and  honest 
men.  The  name  of  Edward  Converse  stands  second  on  this 
board,  as  given  in  the  Woburn  records.  From  this  time 
onward  until  his  death,  he  appeared,  as  ever  before,  to  have 
been  a  foremost  man  in  all  public  business.  On  March  3, 
1649,  he  was  one  of  four  of  the  selectmen  appointed  to 
negotig-te  with  the  town  of  Charlestown  the  matter  of  the 
disj)uted  boundary  between  the  two  towns.  He  was  also, 
year  after  year,  one  of  a  board  of  commissioners  for  the  trial 
of  "  small  causes."  In  1660  he  was  deputy  to  the  General 
Court.  And  for  nineteen  years,  from  1644  till  1663,  when 
he  died,  he  was  annually  chosen  a  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen. 

We  come  now  to  a  consideration  of  Edward  Converse,  in 
his  7'eligious  cliaracter  and  life. 

In  the  very  outset  of  his  career  as  a  citizen  of  Charles- 
town,  we  find  his  name  in  the  list  of  subscribers  to  the  First 
Church  covenant  of  that  town  (August  27,  1630),  the  first 
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name  being  that  of  Governor  Winthrop.  When  this  original 
First  Church  was  removed,  three  months  afterward,  to  Boston, 
tliough  his  relation  to  it  for  some  time  remained  as  before, 
he  did  not,  like  Winthrop  and  many  others,  remove  his 
family  across  the  river.  Accordingly,  when  the  present  First 
Church  of  Charlestown  was  organized  (November  2,  1632), 
he  and  others,  having  obtained  letters  of  dismission  from  the 
church  in  Boston,  united  with  those  who  had  not  been  mem- 
bers of  that  church  in  the  new  organization.  As  a  member 
of  that  church,  he  was  ever  prominent ;  and  was  one  of  the 
seven  members  of  it  who  were  commissioned  to  effect,  in  the 
name  of  the  mother  church,  as  also  in  the  presence  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  appointed  representative  of  the  Colony, 
the  outward  organization  of  the  church  in  Woburn.  This 
organization  was  effected  August  24,  1642,  and  on  the 
second  day  of  the  following  December  Thomas  Carter  was 
ordained  and  installed  pastor.  It  is  highly  probable,  though 
not  definitely  ascertained,  that,  of  the  two  men  who  laid 
their  hands  on  the  young  candidate's  head  and  formally 
ordained  him  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  instead  of  dele- 
gating the  power  to  the  messengers  of  the  churches,  Edward 
Converse  was  one.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  one  o'f  the  first 
two  deacons  of  the  church,  and  remained  in  office  till  his  death. 
From  all  that  has  been  ascertained  respecting  the  religious 
character  of  Edward  Converse,  we  readily  infer  that  he  was 
a  man  of  strongly  marked  idiosyncrasies.  Prompt,  clear- 
headed, devout,  conscientious,  outspoken,  and  unflinching, 
and  yet  prudent,  self-contained,  and  uniform,  are  the  adjec- 
tives that  best  describe*  his  whole  career.  A  single  curious 
incident,  mentioned  by  Johnson  in  his  Wonder -Worlcing 
Providence^  well  illustrates  a  trait  which  often  seems  to 
manifest  itself.  It  occurred  more  than  twenty  years  after 
his  removal  from  Charlestown  to  Woburn,  and  only  about 
three  months  before  his  death.  "  In  May,  1663,  Isaac  Cole, 
constable,  and  Edward  Converse,  one  of  Capt.  Johnson's  asso- 
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ciates  in  the  Board  of  Selectmen  at  Woburn,  were  arraigned  ; 
the  former  for  refusing  to  take  and  publish  the  King's 
letter,  and  the  latter  for  having  spoken  of  it  as  Popery. 
The  Court,  after  a  hearing,  discharged  Converse,  on  the 
ground  that  his  language  did  not  reflect  on  his  Majesty's 
letter."  This  account  assumes  that  Converse  did  speak  of 
the  king's  letter  as  popery,  but  in  language  so  carefully 
guarded  that  even  papal  servants  of  the  king  could  not 
easily  make  out  a  case  against  him. 

But  though  the  good  old  father  of  the  town  came  forth 
from  his  arrest  by  the  officers  of  the  king  unscathed  and 
apparently  untroubled,  there  was  one  passage  in  his  busy 
life  as  a  citizen  which  seems  to  have  seriously  disturbed 
him  and  which  resulted  in  an  arbitration  between  him  and 
one  of  his  neighbors.  The  erection  and  operation  of  his 
mill  on  the  Abajona  River  so  overflowed  the  adjacent 
meadow  of  Robert  Hale  as  to  be  an  insuperable  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  latter's  improvement  of  his  own  land.  This 
naturally  led  to  complaint  and  difficulty.  But  at  length 
an  honorable  arbitration  seems  to  have  happily  ended  the 
controversy  in  a  very  fair  and  Christian  way.  The  paper 
which  gives  the  terms  of  the  adjustment  is  dated  1649,  and 
is  given  in  the  paper  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitney,  which  follows 
this. 

This  paper  is  signed  by  John  Mousall,  John  Wright, 
Edward  Johnson,  Miles  Nutt,  Samuel  Richardson,  and  James 
Thompson.  These  six  men  were  all  friends  of  Converse, 
and  at  this  time  associated  with  him  on  the  board  of 
selectmen.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  not  also  the 
friends  of  Hale.  They  seem,  therefore,  to  have  been,  in  all 
respects,  very  suitable  men  to  act  as  arbitrators  in  this  case, 
and  their  decision  seems  to  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to 
the  differing  parties. 

Of  Edward  Converse  in  his  domestic  relations  more 
might  be  said   than  our  present  limits  would   justify.     We 
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have  not  the  full  name  of  his  first  wife,  nor  the  date  of  his 
first  marriage.  We  only  know  that  her  name  was  Sarah, 
and  that  they  were  married  several  j^eais  before  their 
embarkation  from  England  for  the  New  World.  Of  their 
four  children,  three  were  born  .in  England :  Josiah  about 
1618,  James  about  1620,  and  Mary  probably  about  1622 : 
their  ages  being  respectively  twelve,  ten,  and  eight  years, 
when  the  family  came  to  Charlestown.  The  fourth  child, 
Samuel,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  March  12,  1638.  Each  of 
the  three  sons  had  an  honorable  history  worthy  of  separate 
notice.  The  sad  death  of  Samuel,  in  1669,  by  an  accident 
in  the  old  Converse  Mill,  has  been  well  described  in  a  valu- 
able paper  lately  read  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitney  before  the 
Winchester  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society.  The 
daughter  Mary  married,  December  19,  1643,  Simon  Thomp- 
son, the  second  son  of  James  Thompson,  of  the  North 
Village  in  Woburn,  and,  like  Edward  Converse,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town  and  one  of  the  first  board  of 
selectmen.  Of  the  two  sons  and  four  daughters  of  Simon 
and  Mary  (Converse)  Thompson  only  two,  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  are  known  to  have  lived  to  reach  maturity.  The 
son,  a  young  man  in  his  twentieth  year,  and  named  James 
for  his  grandfather,  was  in  the  mill  with  his  uncle  Samuel 
when  the  fatal  accident  to  the  latter  occurred.  His  mother, 
Mary  Converse,  having  been  left  a  widow  in  1658,  married, 
in  1659,  John  Sheldon,  of  Billerica.  There  she  had  another 
son,  John  Sheldon,  Jr.,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1724,  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  in  that  place.  Meanwhile 
her  father,  Deacon  Edward  Converse,  lost  his  wife,  January 
14,  1662,  and,  in  nine  months  after  her  death,  and  in  less 
than  a  year  before  his  own  death,  which  occurred  August  10, 
1663,  he  married,  September  9,  1662,  Joanna  Sprague,  the 
widow  of  Ralph  Sprague,  of  Charlestown.  For  more  con- 
venient reference,  the  family  record,  gathered  from  various 
sources,  is  given  in  the  following  condensed  form :  — 
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Edward  Converse,  b.  England,  January  ."0,   1590;  d.  August  10, 
IGGo,  aged  seventy-three  years,     in.  Sarah .     Children:  — 

1.  Josiah,  b.   England,    1618    (deacon);    d.  February   ;},    1<)90,  aged 

seventy-two  years,     m.  Esther,  daughter  of  Richard  Champney, 
of  Cambridge,  March  2G,  1G51. 

2.  James,  b.   England,   1620   (lieutenant);   d.  May   10,   1715,  aged 

ninety-five    years.      m.   Anna,   daughter    of    Robert    Long,   of 
Charlestown,  October  24,  164.'). 

3.  Mary,  b.  England,  1G22;  d. .     rn.  Simon  Thompson,  January 

19,  1G4;5.     m.  2d,  John  Sheldon,  February  1,  1(;59. 

4.  Samuel,  b.  Charlestown,  March  12,  16.17;   d.  P'ebruary  20,    16G9, 

aged  thirty-one   years,     m.  Judith,  dau.   Rev.   Thomas   Carter, 
June  8,  1660. 
Edward  Converse,  m.,  2d,  Joanna,  widow  of   Ralph  Sprague,  of 
Charlestown,  September  9,  16G2. 

Note.  — The  more  extended  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Kdward  Converse  is  reserved 
for  a  future  number  of  The  Record.  G.  C. 

APPENDIX. 

The  following  account  of  the  possessions  of  Edward 
Converse,  in  1638,  is  taken  from  the  Third  Report  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  Land 
Records  :  — 

"  The  Possession  of  Edward  Converse  within  Charltowne 

Limites. 

'^  1.  One  roode  of  grownde  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 

scituate  in  the  middle   row,  butting  north  west  and  south 

west  upon  the  market   place,  south    east    upon    the    marsh 

towards  the  harbour,  bounded  on  the  north  east  by  Capt. 

Sedgewick,  Avith    a    dwelling-house,   store-house,  and   other 

aptinances. 

'■'  2.  Ffive  acres  of  earable  land  by  estimation,  more  or 
lesse,  scituate  in  the  east  feilde  butting  south-west  upon  the 
long  way;  north  east  upon  Will  Bates,  bounded  on  the 
north  west  by  George  Bunker,  and  on  the  south  east  by  Mr. 
Symmes,  Capt.  Sedgewick,  and  Rice  Cole. 

"  3.  One  acre  and  haulfe  of  earable  land  by  estimation, 
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more  or  lesse,  scituate  in  the  east  feilde,  butting  south  west 
upon  the  back  streete,  northeast  uj^on  Will  Johnson,  bounded 
on  the  southeast  by  Will  Dade,  and  upon  the  northwest  by 
Sam.  Carter. 

"  4.  Three  acres  of  meadow  by  estimation,  more  or 
lesse,  scituate  in  the  south  meaddowes,  butting  north  west 
toeards  the  streete  way,  south-east  upon  a  creeke,  bounded 
on  the  south-west  by  Mr.  Simmes,  and  on  the  north  east  by 
Ra.  Sprague. 

"  5.  One  acre  of  meadow  by  estimation,  more  or  less, 
scituate  in  the  south  meade. 

"  6.  Comons  for  milch  cowes  ffive  and  a  quarter. 

"  7.  Two  acress  of  meaddow  by  estimation,  more  or  less, 
scituate  and  being  in  the  line  Feilde,  with  a  p'cell  of  upland 
adioining  on  the  west  side  of  it,  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
high-way;  on  the  east  by  Winstamies  river,  on  the  south 
by  Mr.  Simmes,  and  on  the  north  by  George  Bunker. 

"  8.  Eight  acres  of  erable  land  by  estimation,  more  or 
less,  scituate  in  the  line-Feilde,  butting  east  upon  the  high- 
way; west  upon  Rob.  Long,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Mr. 
Simmes,  and  on  the  northe  by  Daniell  Shepeardson  and 
Will  Brakenbury. 

"  9.  Three  acres  of  meaddow  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
lying  on  the  north  of  mount  P'spect,  bounded  on  the  west 
by  the  river,  on  the  east  by  the  Cqmon,  on  the  South  by 
Ezecheall  Richardson,  and  on  the    northe   by  Tho.  Lynde. 

"  10.  Ffive  acres  of  woodland,  more  or  lesse,  scituate  in 
Mistick  Feilde,  butting  west  and  south  upon  the  drift  way, 
east  upon  the  landway,  bounded  on  the  north  hy  George 
Hutchinson. 

"  11.  Thirtie  and  ffive  acres  of  woodland,  more  or  less, 
scituate  in  Mistick  Feilde,  butting  south  west  upon  the 
reserved  land,  north  east  upon  Will  Brakenbury,  James 
Pemberton,  and  Peter  Garland,  bounded  on  the  north  west 
by  Tho.  Moulton,  and  on  the  south  east  by  John  Martin. 
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"  12.  Eightie  acres  of  land  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse, 
scituate  in  Waterfeilde,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  river,  on 
the  north  Avest  by  Eze.  Richardson,  Rob.  Rand,  Tho.  Moul- 
ton,  and  John  Crow  ;  on  the  north  west  ^  by  Tho.  Moulton, 
John  Martin,  and  Mr.  Simmes. 

"•  13.  Ffive  acres  of  Woodhmd,  more  or  lesse,  scituate  in 
Mistick  Feilde,  butting  south  west  upon  George  Bunker, 
north  east  upon  Ed.  Mellowes,  bounded  on  the  north  west 
by  George  Whiteland,  and  on  the  south  west  by  John 
Tedd." 

The  will  of  Edward  Converse,  dated  August,  1659,  is  as 
follows :  — 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I,  Edward  Convers,  of 
Woburne,  in  the  Conn,  of  Midd.  in  the  Massachusetts 
Collony  in  New  England,  being  in  p-fect  memory  though 
weake  of  Body,  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  testamt,  to 
dispose  of  my  lands,  goods  and  chatties,  that  the  Lord  hath 
lent  unto  mee,  dureing  my  naturall  life,  which  my  Will  is 
shall  be  disposed  of  in  mannr  as  followeth. 

"  Imp.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife  Sarah 
Convers  ten  pounds  pr,  a  year,  to  be  payd  unto  Her  from 
yeare  to  yeare  during  her  naturall  life,  that  is  to  say,  five 
pounds  a  yeare  out  of  my  sonne  Josias  Convers  his  house, 
and  ye  other  five  pounds  a  year  out  of  the  Mill.  Also  ray 
will  is  that  my  .wife  shall  have  such  roomes  to  live  in  dureing 
her  life  in  the  house  that  I  now  live  in,  as  She  shall  make 
choyce  of  for  Her  use,  and  one  of  the  gardens  before  the 
house,  which  she  shall  make  choyce  of  for  her  use,  and 
ten  of  the  apple  trees  in  the  old  orchard  dureing  her  life 
which  she  sliall  make  choyce  of.  Also  my  will  is  that  my 
wife  shall  have  a  fourth  part  of  all  my  moveable  goods  and 
chattels  when  my  debts  and  legacyes  and  my  funall  be  dis- 
charged.    Also   I  give  unto  my  sonne,  Josias  Convers,  the 

'  Apparently  an  error  either  in  the  transcription  or  type.  Probably  it  should  be 
northeast.    The  norXhwest  boundary  precedes. 


236  Tlie  Winchester  Record. 

House  wherein  He  now  liveth  and  the  barnes  and  outhouses 
and  the  orchard  before  the  house,  with  the  yards  and  other 
appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  and  the  hind  that  lyeth 
in  the  great  field,  and  all  that  meadow  that  lyeth  in  the  west 
side  of  the  brooke  in  bucke  meadow.  My  Will  is  that  my 
Sonne  Josias  shall  enjoy  all  these  houses  and  lands,  with  other 
the  appurtenances  above  specified,  for  Him  and  his  heyres 
lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  and  for  want  thereof,  to  my 
Sonne  James  Converse,  his  sonne  Edward  Convers,  and  to  his 
Heyres  lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  and  for  want  thereof 
my  Will  is  that  it  shall  be  divided  between  the  rest  of  my 
Sonne  James  his  children  equally,  or  to  the  next  Heyre 
according  to  law,  and  for  the  field  called  the  sheep-pasture,  I 
give  it  to  my  to  sonnes  Josiah  and  Samuel  together  with  my 
mill  and  mill  house  and  the  appurtenances  to  them  belong- 
ing, to  be  possessed  by  the  longest  liver  and  his  Heyres. 
Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  Samuel  Convers  my  house  wherein 
I  now  dwell  and  all  the  land  lying  behind  the  house  to  the 
brow  of  ye  Hill  northward,  and  all  the  land  that  is  plowable 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  blind  bridge,  together  with 
all  the  meadow  that  lyeth  adjoyning  to  the  said  land  and  all 
that  p'cell  of  land  that  lyeth  on  the  east  side  of  the  rode, 
next  to  the  mill  pond  betweene  the  aforesaid  blynd  Bridge, 
and  my  dwelling  house.  Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  Samuel 
all  ye  meadow  land  yt  lyeth  on  ye  east  side  of  the  river  in 
Bucke  meadow,  and  my  English  pasture  that  is  fenced  in  on 
the  other  side  the  mill  river,  and  my  will  is  that  for  all  the 
rest  of  ye  land  that  is  not  plowable  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  blind  Bridge,  together  with  all  the  rest  of  my  pasture 
lands,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  my  three  sonnes, 
Josiah,  James,  and  Samuel,  only  reserveing  the  timber  that 
is  upon  the  said  pasture  lands  from  my  sonne  James,  who 
shall  have  no  part  therein,  but  it  shall  be  injoyed  by  my 
other  to  sonnes  Josiah  and  Samuel  and  their  Heyres.  Also 
my  will  is  that  if  my  sonne  Samuel  shall  dy  without  Heyres 
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lawfully  begotten  of  his  body,  that  the  estate  tliat  I  have 
given  to  Him  shall  be  divided  between  ye  children  of  my 
daughter  Mary  Thompson.  Also  I  give  to  my  sonne  James 
Convers  the  sume  of  thirty  pounds  and  I  give  to  my  daughter 
Mary  Sheldon  the  sume  of  twenty  marks.  And  I  give  to 
my  kinsman  Allin  Convers  the  sume  of  ten  pounds,  and  I 
give  to  my  kinswoman  Sarah  Smith  the  sume  of  five  pounds. 
Also  I  give  to  my  kinsman  John  Parker  the  sume  of  forty 
shillings,  and  for  these  legacyes  my  will  is  that  they  shall  be 
paid  within  three  years  after  my  decease  as  my  Executors 
shall  see  meete  and  are  able  to  pay  the  same,  and  for  all  that 
land  that  lyeth  comon  between  the  houses  my  will  is  that 
it  shall  ly  comon  for  perpetuity,  and  for  all  my  moveable 
goodes  and  chattels  that  remaineth  of  what  is  given  to  my 
wife,  I  give  to  thirds  of  the  same  to  my  sonne  Josiah  and 
the  other  third  to  my  sonne  Samuel,  and  for  the  legacyes 
that  I  have  given  my  will  is  that  they  shall  be  paj^d  in 
Corne  and  cattle,  or  either  of  them.  Also  my  will  is  that 
my  sonne  Josiah  and  my  sonne  Samuel  shall  be  my  sole 
executors.  Also  my  will  is  that  my  sonne  James  Convers 
and  my  kinsman  Allin  Convers,  and  m}^  kinsman  John 
Parker  shall  be  the  overseers  of  this  my  Will.  M}^  will  also 
is  that  all  my  moveable  goods  shall  be  apprised  distinctly. 
"  Signed  and  subscribed  the day  of  August,  1659. 

"EDWAED  CONVERS." 

[And  a  seal.] 

In  the  presence  of  us, 

ALLIN  CON^^ERS, 
JNO.   PARKER. 

"  My  Will  is  that  my  sonne  Josiah  shall  have  the  meadow 
that  is  fenced  in  on  the  other  side  of  the  mill  brook,  lying 
next  unto  my  sonne  James  his  meadow  for  Him  and  his 
Heyres,  as  the  rest  of  the  lands  within  expressed. 

"Cambridge  7,  8th,  1663.  At  the  Coun  Court  then 
sitting    at    Cambridge,    Allin    Convers    and    John     Parker 
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appearing  in  Court,  do  on   their  oath  given  them   say  that 
Edward  Convers  deced  being  of  a  disposeing  mind,  they  sa^y 
Him  signe,  seale  and  publisli  tliis  instrumet  as  his  last  Will 
and  testament,  and  that  they  know  of  no  other. 
"  Entred  and  Recorded,  7,  8th,  1663. 

"THOMAS  DANFOETH,  Becord:' 

In  immediate  connection  with  the  foregoing  documents, 
we  come  at  length  to  a  consideration  of  Edward  Converse's 
house.  The  writer  approaches  this  part  of  our  general  sub- 
ject with  some  hesitancy,  not  because  he  has  no  settled 
opinion  of  his  own  to  express,  but  because  he  is  aware  that 
his  opinion  is  not  accordant  with  that  of  some  others  whose 
views  he  is  both  bound  and  inclined  to  respect.  For  more 
than  sixty  years,  he  has  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  oldest 
people  in  Woburn  say  that  the  house  of  Edward  Converse 
stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  and  between  the  road  and 
the  river,  on  or  very  near  the  site  of  the  house  of  the  late 
Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thompson.  And  till  recently,  he 
never  knew  that  any  man  entertained  the  opinion  that  it 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  near  the  house  of  the  late 
S.  S.  Richardson.  Least  of  all  was  he  prepared,  with  the 
record  of  Converse's  possessions  and  a  copy  of  his  will  before 
him,  to  hear  the  statement  that  Converse  never  owned  any 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  road. 

As  the  writer  can  express  only  his  own  views  and  give  his 
reasons  for  them,  he  has  no  alternative  but  to  do  so  and  leave 
it  to  others  to  exercise  the  same  libert3^ 

The  only  article  of  the  thirteen  describing  the  possessions 
of  Edward  Converse  within  Charlestown  limits  in  1638, 
which  is  understood  to  have  any  reference  to  lands  in  the 
territory  that,  four  years  later,  became  that  part  of  Woburn 
now  included  in  Winchester,  is  the  twelfth.  This  describes 
eighty  acres,  situated  in  Waterfielde.  Waterfielde  is  believed 
to  be  the  region,  or  rather  includes  the  region,  lying  west 
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of  the  Abajona  River  at  Winchester,  extending  some  distance 
northerly,  and  farther  westerly,  including  the  vicinity  of 
Horn  Pond  and  perhaps  reaching  still  farther  west.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  extent  of  these  lands,  it  is  clear  that 
the  river,  and  not  the  road,  was  the  eastern  boundary  of  that 
part  of  them  owned  by  Converse. 

Further,  in  his  will,  twenty-one  3'ears  later,  Edward 
Converse  not  only  bequeathed  to  his  son  Samuel  property 
lying  on  "the  east  side  of  the  rode,"  but  also  meadow-land 
that  lay  on  the  "  East  side  of  the  Hver,"  thus  revealing  the 
fact  that,  during  the  intervening  years  between  the  dates 
of  these  two  papers,  he  had  acquired  considerable  land  on 
the  other  side  of  that  well-known  stream.  Keeping  these 
important  items  in  distinct  view,  the  writer  would  suggest 
the  following  reasons  for  his  belief  that  the  original  Converse 
house  stood  on  the  site  above  suggested :  — 

1.  There  is  nothing  in  the  "  Possessions "  that  precludes 
the  conclusion  that  the  Converse  house  was  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road.  On  the  contrary,  Edward  Converse,  even 
before  he  built  it,  owned  all  the  land  between  the  road  and 
the  river  from  the  bridge  for  some  distance  northerly. 

2.  His  will  clearly  implies  that  he  not  only  still  owned 
this  land  in  1659,  v/hen  he  gave  it  away,  but  had  acquired 
a  considerable  tract  of  other  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river. 

3.  The  natural  implication  of  the  oft-recurring  words 
•'  over  against,"  in  the  various  notices  of  the  house  and  mill 
and  the  adjacent  bridge,  is  that  the  house  and  mill  were  on 
opposite  sides,  and  not  on  the  same  side,  of  the  road.  It 
may  safely  be  presumed  that,  in  a  vast  majority  of  instances, 
if  not  in  all,  in  which  tliis  familiar  form  of  words  is 
employed,  it  implies  this.  (See  Webster  and  Worcester 
on  the  words  "  over  "  and  "  against.") 

4.  The  bequests  of  the  will  in  the  light  of  subsequent 
facts. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  father  gives  the  house  in  which 
he  himself  lived,  with  certain  qualifications,  to  his  son 
Samuel,  who  was  to  have  the  special  care  of  the  mill.  He 
also  gives  him  "  all  the  land  lying  behind  the  house  to  the 
brow  of  the  Hill  northioard,''^  etc.  The  land  "behind"  a 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from  that  of  the 
traditional  site  could  not,  it  does  not  seem,  extend  to  the 
brow  of  a  hill  "northward."  It  would  be  southward 
indefinitely  and  no  "  hill."  On  the  contrary,  the  land  in  the 
rear  of,  and  northerly  from,  the  traditional  site  does  extend 
to  higher  ground  at  no  very  great  distance.  And  this  house, 
thus  o-iven  to  Samuel,  was  that  one  of  several  houses  which, 
as  we  should  expect  in  the  home  of  the  miller,  was  nearest 
to  the  mill.  Then,  as  Samuel  did  not  long  survive  his  father 
to  occup}^  it,  it  seems  reasonable  that  James,  to  whom,  unlike 
both  the  other  sons,  his  father  had  given  no  house,  should 
succeed  to  the  occupancy  of  the  homestead.  If  this  be  so, 
it  explains  the  fact,  otherwise  not  accounted  for,  that  in 
subsequent  years  we  find  James  there,  as  is  assumed  by 
Mr.  Sewall  in  his  History  of  Woburn  (pp.  176,  177),  and  in 
the  familiar  story  of  the  Honorable  Judge  Sewall  stopping 
there  on  his  journey  and  "  discoursing  "  him  under  the  far- 
famed  shady  elm  in  1702. 

It  hardly  need  be  added  that  there  is  no  lack  of  evidence 
that  this  venerable  and  well-remembered  tree  was,  like  old 
ancestral  shade-trees  generally,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
road  with,  and  immediately  in  front  of,  the  house.  If  the  old 
tradition  concerning  the  ancient  house,  which  many  still 
remember,  is  reliable,  this  tree  was  certainly  so  located  as 
to  overshadow  it ;  as  it  did  also,  till  cut  down  (about  1841), 
the  house  of  Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson,  on  or  very  near  the 
same  spot. 

5.  The  traditions  and  early  impressions  of  the  oldest 
people  of  both  the  past  and  the  present  time. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  writer,  who   cannot 
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remember  the  day  when  he  was  not  curious  to  know  and 
treasure  up  all  such  stories  of  the  olden  time,  never  till  of 
late  heard  any  other  tradition  than  the  one  to  which  he  still 
adheres.  He  distinctly  remembers  hearing  often  in  his 
childhood  days  this  account  of  the  old  house,  then  occupied 
by  Abel  Richardson. 

George  R.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year, 
testifies  that,  when  a  boy,  he  attended  a  school  in  Medford, 
and  was  continually  passing  the  spot  to  and  from  that  place, 
and  then,  as  now,  believed  the  house  to  be  that  of  Edward 
Converse. 

The  writer  recently  met  Sherman  Converse,  Esq.,  of 
Woburn,  now  seventy-five  years  old,  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Edward  Converse,  and,  before  stating  his  object,  asked 
him  if  he  remembered  any  family  tradition  in  regard  to  the 
site  of  the  first  Converse  house.  Very  promptly  he  replied : 
"  Yes ;  when  I  was  a  boy,  my  father  ^  carried  me  to  the  old 
house,  then  occupied  by  Abel  Richardson,  and  told  me  that 
was  the  house  of  his  ancestor,  Edward  Converse." 

A  few  days  later,  on  meeting  Judge  Parker  L.  Con- 
verse, a  son  of  Luther  Converse,  and  also  a  descendant  of 
Edward,  the  writer  proposed  a  similar  question  and  received 
for  answer  a  reiteration  of  the  same  family  tradition ;  he 
adding,  and  repeating  with  emphasis :  "  I  knotv  that  my 
father  used  to  say  it  was  there.'''' 

6.  The  former  condition  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  river 
on  the  west,  or  at  tliis  locality  the  southwest,  side  of  the 
road. 

Within  the  memory  of  some  persons  now  living,  a  wet 
boggy  marsh,  sometimes  overflowed,  extended  from  the  river 
up  beyond  the  site  of  S.  S.  Richardson's  house.  The  writer 
well  remembers  this  low  and  wet  region,  and  has  been  told 
that  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  large  amount  of  gravel  and 
soil  from  a  neighboring  hill  had  been  carted  there,  that  it 

1  The  late  Joshua  Couverse,  who  lived  to  be  more  than  one  hundred  years  of  age. 
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was  at  all  suitable  for  the  sites  of  the  dwellings  now  there. 
It  might  have  been  utilized  for  a  mill  or  a  barn,  and  indeed 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  one  of  the  barns  of  Edward 
Converse  actually  stood  there,  with  a  cellar  under  a  part  of 
it,  against  whose  walls  there  was  an  occasional  overflow  of 
water.  But  it  could  not  have  been  suitable  for  a  human 
habitation. 

This  reason  for  rejecting  the  supposition  that  the  Converse 
house  stood  on  this  side  of  the  road  introduces  another,  and 
the  last,  which  will  be  here  given. 

7.  The  singularly  shrewd  sagacity  of  the  man. 

No  trait  in  the  character  of  Edward  Converse  stands  out 
in  the  record  of  his  whole  career  with  more  prominence  than 
that  of  his  quick  good  sense :  his  ability  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  best  things,  and  to  seize  upon  the  most  j)romisiDg  oppor- 
tunities for  accomplishing  a  desirable  object.  The  writer  of 
this  paper  has  all  along  been  so  impressed,  in  his  investiga- 
tion, with  this  trait  of  the  man,  that  it  seems  to  him  exceed- 
ingly improbable,  if  not  impossible,  that  such  an  owner  of  the 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  road  would  reject  the  more  elevated, 
and  every  way  very  eligible,  location  behind  the  great  elm 
on  the  east  side,  and  choose  instead  the  wet  boggy  lowland 
on  the  opposite  side,  of  the  road. 

L.  THOMPSON. 


THE   OLD   HOME   OF   EDWARD   CONVERSE. 

WoBURN,  August  24,  1885. 
Abijah  Thompson,  Esq. 

.Dear  Sir,  —  In  an  interview  with  an  aunt  of  mine.  Miss 
Lydia  Converse,  who  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Deacon  EdAvard 
Converse,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  the  town,  and  also 
one  of  the  first  two  deacons  of  the  First  Church  of  Woburn, 
she,  without  any  hesitation,  says  that  the  old  house  which 


The  Mysterious  Cellars.  243 

formerly  stood  on  the  lot  of  land  now  occupied  by  the  house 
built  by  your  father,  the  late  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son, on  the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street,  and  known  by  the 
older  inhabitants  as  tlie  Abel  Richardson  house,  was  built, 
owned,  and  occupied  by  Deacon  Edward  Converse,  and  that 
he  continued  to  occupy  the  premises  during  his  life.  She 
states  furthermore  that  this  was  the  first  house  built  within 
the  limits  of  the  town,  the  second  being  that  of  Deacon 
John  Mousall,  and  was  located  on  what  is  now  Montvale 
Avenue,  on  or  near  lot  of  land  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Mrs,  George  Reed,  in  Woburn  Centre.  Deacon  Mousall 
and  Deacon  Converse  were  the  first  two  deacons  of  the  First 
Church  of  Woburn,  and  were  intimately  associated  in  the 
affairs  of  both  town  and  church. 

Yours,  etc. 

ALVAIl  S.  AYOOD. 

The  above  statement  is  in  accordance  with  my  knowledge 

and  belief. 

LYDIA  CONVERSE. 


THE   MYSTERIOUS   CELLARS. 

In  1857  Joel  F.  Hanson  bought  of  Lorenzo  Dupee  the 
farm  then  known  as  the  George  Wyman  place,  situated 
on  Cambridge  Street,  nearly  opposite  to  the  place  then 
called  the  Luke  Reade  farm. 

At  this  time,  in  the  north  corner  of  his  farm,  and  near  the 
shore  of  Winter  Pond,  Mr.  Hanson  found  the  remains  of 
two  cellars  —  one  supposed  to  have  been  the  site  of  a  house, 
the  other  that  of  a  barn.  At  a  little  distance  from  the  former 
was  a  hedge  of  a  kind  of  shrub  often  used  in  England  for 
that  purpose,  but  not  a  native  of  this  country ;  on  the 
other  side  of  this  hedge-row  was  an  old  well,  nearly  filled 
with  stones  and  rubbish. 
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The  bricks  found  in  these  ruined  cellars  were  English  face- 
bricks.  Near  the  house  cellar  stood  two  large  elm-trees, 
the  grass  beneath  them  being  soft,  fine,  and  long,  —  like 
wood-grass,  —  as  if  undisturbed  for  many  years. 

No  information  could  be  gathered  as  to  "  what  manner  of 
man  "  once  lived  there.  The  oldest  person  then  living  in 
that  neighborhood  did  not  remember  any  buildings  on  these 
cellars,  nor  had  heard  from  any  source  of  buildings  having 
been  there.  It  had  been  observed  that  the  old  well  was  as 
well  stoned  as  any  ever  seen,  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
people  living  there  must  have  been  very  early  settlers,  bring- 
ing from  their  English  home  the  bricks  and  the  favorite 
homestead  shrubbery ;  these,  with  the  cellars  themselves, 
being  all  that  had  survived  the  ravages  of  time. 

Mr.  Hanson,  for  several  years,  kept  these  relics  undis- 
turbed :  but  finally,  wishing  to  use  the  land,  cut  down  the 
ancient  elm-trees  and  filled  the  mysterious  cellars. 

Mrs.   STEPHEN  S.   LANGLEY. 
Winch KSTER.  March  3,  1885. 


The  solution  of  this  mystery  is  to  be  found  in  Sewall's 
History  of  Woburn,  containing  the 

GENEALOGY    OF    RICHARD    GARDNER. 

"  Richard  Gardner  came,"  says  the  family  tradition, 
"  from  the  county  of  Surrey,  England,  and  settled  first 
within  the  bounds  of  Woburn,  having  his  house  nearly 
opposite  to  the  mansion  of  the  late  Luke  Reed,  Esq.,  in 
Woburn  West  End,  about  forty  rods  from  the  road,  where 
the  remains  of  the  cellar  and  well  were  discernible  in  1857. 

"  But  between  1661  and  1667  he  removed  to  '  Charlestown 
End,'  to  the  spot  where  the  two  maiden  ladies.  Miss  Patience 
Gardner  and  her  sister,  had  their  habitation." 

This,  therefore,  was  the  "  manner  of  man  "  who  selected 
that  beautiful  site  on  the  shore  of  Winter  Pond,  and  the 
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following  genealogical  table  will  remind  many  Winchester 
families  of  their  own  connection  with  Mrs.  Langley's  tale  of 
"The  Mysterious  Cellars." 

The  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  premises  thus 
admirably  selected,  and  both  tastefully  and  expensively 
improved,  is  not  given  in  any  record  at  present  within  our 
reach,  and  we  may  conjecture  that  no  reason  less  than  a 
serious  question  of  title  to  tlie  land  could  })robably  have  led 
to  this  result. 

The  "  Charlestown  End  "  place,  named  above,  is  that  now 
known  as  the  Magee  place,  near  the  junction  of  Church  and 
Cambridge  Streets,  Winchester.  "  Gardner's  Row  "  ex- 
tended from  Cooke's,  afterward  Cutter's,  mill,  in  Arlington, 
to  this  Richard  Gardner's  (Magee)  place.  And  long  after 
the  territory  of  Woburn  was  set  off,  what  was  subsequently 
West  Cambridge  (Arlington)  continued  a  part  of  Charles- 
town  and  was  called  "  Charlestown  End." 

The  Misses  Gardner,  named  by  Sewall,  were  descendants 
of  Richard,  and  were  living  at  the  homestead  within  the 
recollection  of  our  older  citizens. 

The  house  next  south  on  Cambridge  Street  was  built  by 
Edward  Gardner,  and  subsequently  purchased  by  John 
Swan,  —  father  of  the  present  occupant.  Mr.  Samuel 
Gardner  owned  and  occupied,  during  his  life,  the  house 
upon  the  west  side  of  the  same  street,  next  below  Mr. 
Butters,  which  house,  in  recent  times,  was  purchased  by 
the  late  D.  N.  Shillings,  and  was  afterward  destroyed  by 
fire,  —  the  cellar  walls  still  visible.  Deacon  Henry  Gardner 
lived  on  High  Street,  next  beyond  the  Andrews  place. 
These  relics  of  the  Gardner  family  are  known  to  our  older 
citizens.  —  Ed. 

Note.  — In  165-2  the  town  made  Increase  Nowell  the  grant  of  "all  that  part  of  lands 
which  Squa  Sachem  gave  formerly  unto  him,  the  which  he  had  given  to  the  town, 
which  lies  on  the  south  side  of  his  lot  next  Woburn."  This  tract  of  land  was  sold  in 
1656,  liy  Mr.  Nowell's  heirs,  to  Thomas  Broughton,  who  sold  it  in  1659  to  Richard 
Gardner.  The  descendants  of  the  latter  have  lived  on  it  to  the  present  day  (1S45). 
It  is  known  as  "  Gardner's  Row."  —  Frothingham' s  Charlestown,  p.  141. 
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I.  Richard  Gardner  married  Anna  Blaiuhard,  of  Acton  (Savage 
says,  of  Charlestown,  widow  of  Thomas,  of  Mystic  Side,  or  Maiden), 
October  18,  1651,  by  whom  he  had:  — 

1.  John,  b.  August  14,  1652.     (Woburn  Record  Births.) 

2.  Anna,  b.  January  17,  1654-5.     Died  before  her  father.     (Woburn 

Record  Birtlis.) 

3.  Benjamin,  b.  December  26,  1656.     Died  before  his  father.     (Wo- 

burn Record  Births.) 

4.  Henry,  b.  February  12,  1657-8.     (Woburn  Record  Births.) 

5.  Esther,  b.  October  15,1650;   m.  William  Johnson,  eldest  son  of 

Wm.  and  Esther.     (Woburn  Record  Births.) 

6.  Ruth,  b.  April  1,  1661;  m.  John  Gypson  (Gibson?).    Woburn 

Record  Births.)     Born  after  removal  to  Charlestown  End. 

7.  Hannah  (Charlestown  Records)  ;  m. Coddington. 

8.  Abigail  (Charlestown  Records)  ;  m.  Jas.  Thompson. 

9.  Rebecca   (Charlestown    Records) ;    m.   Samuel    Whittimore,  of 

Cambi'idge. 
10.  Mehetabel  (Charlestown  Records)  ;  m.  (John)  Connet. 

Richd.  Gardner  d.  May  29  (al.  Mar.  4),  169.S,  aged  about  79.— 
[Gravestone.] 

II.  Henry   Gardner  (4  above)  ;   m.  Elizabeth ,  by  whom  he 

had:  — 

1.  John,  b.  July  22,  1695. 

2.  Henry,  b.  August  2,  1698. 

3.  Samuel,  b.  September  10,  1700;  d.  unmarried,  March  3  (al.  De- 

cember 3),  1723. 

4.  Elizabeth,  b.  December  25,  1702;  m. Sawyer. 

5.  Mary,  b.  May  28,  1705;  "Do.  of  Charlestown";  m.  Zechariah 

Flagg,  Woburn,  Januaiy  2,  1733. 
Henry  d.  February  2o,  1713-14,  aged  57,  while  his  son  John  was 
in  college. 

III.  John,  w^as  graduated  Harv.  Coll.,  1715;  ordained  at  Stow; 
died,  the  minister  of  that  town,  Januarj^  10,  1775,  aged  80. 

He  was  the  father  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Gardner,  Treas.  of  Mass.  in 
the  time  of  the  Revolution;  also  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Gardner, 
minister  of  Leominster.  —  Wob.  Bee.  of  Births,  etc. 
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INSCRIPTIONS     FROM     THE     OLDER    BURIAL- 
GROUNDS   IN   WOBURN, 

Relating  to  persons  known  to  have  been  residents  of,  or 
supposed  to  have  been  connected  with,  that  part  of  Woburn 
now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Winchester.  Communicated 
by  William  R.  Cutter. 

From  the  Firsts  or  Oldest^  Burying -ground,  on  Park  Street. 

CONVERSE. 
Memento  mori.  Fugit  bora. 

Here  lyes  the-  body  of  Deacon  Josias  Conuers  aged  72 
years  deceased  the  3  of  February  1689-90. ^ 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Ann  Conuers  wife  to  James  Conuers 
aged  69  years  died  August  the  10  1691. 

Edward  Conuers  son  of  Edward  &  Sarah  Conuers  aged  3 
dayes  died  28  of  Octobr  1691. 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Edward  Conuers  aged  37  years  died 
ye  26  of  Inly  1692. 

Timothy  Convers  son  of  Josias  &  Ruth  Convers  aged 
2  mo  died  September  5  1693. 

Ebenezer  Convers  son  of  James  &  Hannah  Convers  aged 
about  5  years  died  Nouember  9th  1693. 

■   Josias  Conuers  son  of  Josias  &  Ruth  Conuers  aged  3  years 
died  December  30,  1693. 

Elizabetli  Conuers  Daughter  of  James  &  Hannah  Conuers 
aged  19  years  died  luly  27  1694. 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Esther  Convers  died  November  7th 
1703  in  the  16  year  of  her  age. 

1  This  is  the  earliest  dated  stone  of  any  now  standing  in  tlie  yard. 
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Memento  mori.  Fugit  liora. 

Here  lyes  buried  ye  body  of  Maior  lames  Conuers  Esqr 
aged  61  years  who  departed  this  Hfe  Inly  ye  8th  1706. 

Memento  mori.  Fugit  bora. 

Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Pashence  Conver  daughter  of  Maior 
lames  &  Hannah  Conver  who  departed  this  life  luly  ye  23rd 
1707  in  ye  21st  year  of  her  age. 

Here  lyes  3^e  body  of  Sarah  Convers  who  deceased 
December  ye  10th  1713  in  ye  25th  year  of  her  age. 

Memento  mori.  Fugit  hora. 

Here  lyes  the  body  of  Lieut  James  Conuers  who  departed 
this  life  May  the  10th  1715  in  ye  95th  year  of  his  age. 
The  Memory  of  tlie  Just  is  Blessed. 

Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Capt  Josiah   Convers  who 

departed  this  life   July  the  15th  1717  in   the  58th  year  of 

his  age. 

The  memory  of  ye  Just  is  Blessed. 

Benjamin  Converse  Son  of  Capt  Robert  and  Mrs  Mary 
Converse  Deed  Augt  19th  1729  in  ye  Eleventh  Year  of 
his  Age. 

Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr  Ebenezer  Converse,^ 
who  departed  this  life  Sept  ye  6th  1765  in  ye  56th  Year 
of  His  Age. 

From  the  Second  Burying-ground,  on  Montvale  Avenue. 

Joseph  Converse,  son  &  only  child  of  Joseph  &  Abigail 
Converse,  died  August  17,  1803,  ^Et.  2  years  &  5  months. 

1  Ebenezer  Converse,  born  November  1,  1708,  son  of  Captain  Robert  and  Mary 
(Sawj'er)  Convers  {vide  Sewall's  History,  606),  and  grandson  of  Major  James  Convers 
(see  a  previous  epitaph),  was  a  selectman  of  Woburn,  1743, 1753,  and  1764;  and  admitted 
to  membership  in  Woburn  First  Church,  November,  1758  {vide  Church  Manual,  p.  10). 
He  married  wife,  Ruth.  His  house  was  in  "Carter's  Quarter"  (South  Village),  1742. 
—  Vide  Sewall's  Woburn,  "231,  etc. 

The  foregoing  are  all  the  stones  bearing  the  Converse  name  in  the  first  burying- 
grouud. 
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Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Converse,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Converse,  died  suddenly,  July  13,  1820,  iEt.  41. 

Therefore,  be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not, 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh. 

In  Memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Converse,^  who  died  March 
6th,  1824,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age. 

In  Memory  of  Sarah  Converse,  who  died  June  24,  1824, 
in  the  73d  year  of  Her  Age. 

Erected  in  Memory  of  Mrs.  Susannah,  wife  of  Dea.  Jesse 
Converse,  who  died  Octr  10,  1825,  ^t.  53.  [Concludes  with 
four  lines  of  poetry.] 

In  memory  of  Dea.  Josiah  Converse,  who  died  Septr.  8, 
1840,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age. 

In  memory  of  Oilman  Converse,  who  died  April  14th, 
1846,  Aged  22  yrs.  &  4  mos.  [Concludes  with  four  lines  of 
poetry.] 


THE   OLD  CONVERSE   MILL. 

"  More  servants  wait  on  man 
Than  he'll  take  notice  of; 

For  us  the  winds  do  blow 
The  earth  doth  rest,  the  Heavens  move, 
And  fountains  flow." 

George  Herbert,  1633. 

In  the  settlement  of  the  early  New  England  villages 
and  towns  it  was  held  of  the  greatest  importance  to  secure  a 
good  source  of  water-supply.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in 
the  early  days  of  Charlestown  the  want  of  good  water  nearly 

'He  lived  at  Winchester  Centre;  was  son  of  Ehenezer  (epitapli  in  former  yard). 
Sarali  was  his  widow.  She  was  Sarah  Wright,  b.  July  18,  1748;  m.  Benjamin 
Converse,  August  (j,  1772. 
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proved  fatal  to  the  settlement.  "  The  people  grew  discon- 
tented for  want  of  water,  who  generally  notioned  no  water 
good  for  a  town  but  runnmg  springs "  (Charlestown 
Records).  The  leaders  of  the  colony,  including  Governor 
Winthrop,  decided,  December  6,  1630,  to  remove  from 
Charlestown  to  Roxbury  and  build  a  town  there,  but  eight 
days  afterward  concluded  not  to  do  so,  as  "there  was  no 
running  water."  (Savage's  Winthrop,  i,  38).  Shawmut, 
Watertown,  and  Dorchester  were  settled  at  this  time  by 
people  from  Charlestown,  who  were  attracted  to  these  places 
by  finding  "  good  waters  "  there. 

After  this  "•  dispersion  "  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown, 
there  were  left  upon  the  records  of  the  town  the  names 
of  seventeen  who  remained,  and  among  them  were  three 
who  took  part  in  the  settlement  of  that  part  of  Woburn 
which  is  now  called  Winchester :  Increase  Nowell,  Edward 
Converse,  and  Ezekiel  Richardson. 

Edward  Converse  was  the  builder  and  first  owner  of  the 
"  Old  Mill  "  in  this  town,  now  known  as  Whitney's  Mill. 
His  house  and  farm  were  near  this  spot.  It  is  very  probable 
that  after  his  experience  in  Charlestown  he  appreciated 
"good  waters,"  and  chose  the  banks  of  the  Abajona. 

We  shall  have  the  less  to  say  of  Edward  Converse's  life 
in  this  paper,  as  a  much  fuller  paper  is  being  prepared  by 
another  member  of  this  Society. 

In  the  earliest  records  both  of  Charlestown  and  Woburn 
he  is  prominent  as  a  town  and  a  church  officer,  as  a  large 
taxpayer,  and  a  citizen  of  great  energy  and  enterprise,  as 
well  as  leader  in  some  of  the  most  important  movements. 

The  first  mention  made  of  him  in  connection  with  Woburn 
or  the  locality  in  which  we  now  live,  is  found  in  the 
Records  of  Charlestown  under  date  of  1635,  where  we 
read :  "  Edward  Converse,  William  Brackenbury,  and  Mr. 
Abraham  Palmer  were  desired  to  go  up  into  the  country 
upon  discovery  three  or  four   days,"'  for  which    they  were 
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to  be  "satisfied  at  the  charge  of  the  town."  On  subseqnent 
expeditions,  made  by  different  parties  into  this  region,  then 
called  "  Waterfield,"  Edward  Converse  was  the  leader. 
Those  who  moved  in  the  matter  of  settling  this  town  are 
spoken  of  thus:  "3  of  10  mo.  —  Full  power  was  given  to 
Edward  Conuars  and  company  to  go    on  with    the  work." 

The  first  house  erected  in  Woburn  was  undoubtedly  that 
of  Edward  Converse,  which  was  probably  close  to  his  mill 
and  near  the  site  of  the  present  Thompson  House  on  Main 
Street.  Here  also  was  erected  the  first  bridge  over  the 
"  Abersonce,"  or  Abajona,  at  a  point  on  the  river  called  the 
"King's  Ford,"  and  doubtless  near  the  present  bridge.  The 
record  by  Edward  Johnson  reads  as  follows:  "10  of  12  mo. 
—  The  first  bridge  was  laid  over  the  Abersonce  River,  over 
against  Edward  Conuars  house  and  called  Could  Bridg." 

Another  record  virtually  substantiates  the  date  previous 
to  which  the  Converse  house  must  have  been  built.  It  is 
the  introduction,  or  prologue,  with  which  Edward  Johnson 
commenced  his  work  as  recorder. 


"RECOEDS  FOR  THE  TOAYNE  OF  WOBURNE. 

<-trrom  the  year  KUO:  the:  8:  day  of  th:  10  month 
Paulisper  Fui. 

'In  peuiles  a<^e  I,  Woburne  Towiie,  began; 
Charles  Towne  first  moued  the  Court  my  lins  to  span 
To  vewe  my  land  place,  compild  body  Reare 
Nowell,  Sims,  Sedgwick,  thes  my  paterons  were : 
Sum  fearing'  He  grow  great  upon  these  growuds 
Poor  I  wase  putt  to  nurs  among  the  Clownes 
Who  being  taken  with  such  mighty  things 
As  had  beeii  work  of  Noble  Qeeins  and  ffings 
Till  Babe  gan  crye  and  great  disturbance  make 
Nurses  Repent  tho\-  did  har  undertake 
One  leaves  lier  quite,  another  hee  doth  hie 
To  foren  lands  free  from  the  Bab\'s  Crve 
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"A  naighbour  by,  hopeing  the  Babe  Avoid  bee 
A  pritty  Girle,  to  Rocking  liar  went  hee. 
Too  nurses  less  undanted  then  the  rest 
ffirst  houses  ffinish,  thus  the  Girle  gane  drest. 
Its  Rare  to  see  how  this  poore  Towne  did  rise 
By  weakess  means  two  weake  in  great  ons  eys. 
And  sure  it  is  that  mettells  cleere  exstraction 
Had  neuer  share  in  this  Poore  Towns  erexion 
AVithout  which  metall  and  sum  fresh  suplys 
Patrons  conclud  she  neuer  upp  wold  rise." 

This  is  veritable  history,  if  not  poetry,  and  the  characters 
alluded  to  are  readily  understood.  The  "  two  nurses  "  were 
Edward  Converse  and  John  Mousall,  whose  houses  were 
"finished  first,"  and  prior  to  December  8,  1640,  the  date  of 
this  prologue. 

We  must  believe  the  Converse  Mill  to  have  been  built 
very  soon  after  the  house.  Converse  was  a  man  of  too  much 
energy  to  wait  a  very  long  time  before  he  set  the  water  at 
work  grinding  corn,  which  was  so  essential  to  the  people  of 
the  new  town.^ 

The  first  legal  document  we  find  on  record,  relating  to 
this  mill,  recites  an  agreement  or  arbitration,  under  date  20, 
12  mo.,  1649,  —  between  John  Hale  and, Edward  Converse, 
—  before  Edward  Johnson,  as  to  the  fiowage  of  Hale's 
meadow  by  Converse's  milldam. 

This  was  seven  years  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town, 
and  the  dam  must  have  been  built  and  the  meadow 
overflowed  before  the  damage  complained  of  could  have 
occurred. 

The  arbitration  reads  thus  :  — 

"  Upon  an  Arbitration  between  Robert  Hale  and  Edward 
Converse,  concerning  meadow  Land  overfilowed  by  the  Mill 
of  the  said  Edward,  It  is  agreed  By  us  whose  names  are 

'  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  early  worl>:  of  this  mill,  as  it  is  said  to  be  the  fact 
in  its  later  history,  the  water  was  used  only  in  the  winter  months, —  say  from 
October  to  April,  —  and  the  meadows  could  thus  be  cropped  iluring-  the  summer.  —  Ed. 
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underwritten,  that  the  said  Edward  Converse  shall  pay  for 
full  satisfaction  the  sunie  of  seven  pounds  to  the  said  Robert 
Hale  and  this  in  Current  money  or  in  corne  or  in  Cattle  at 
a  valluable  consideration,  provided  notwithstanding  that  If 
any  part  of  the  said  meadows  be  recovered  out  of  the  watter 
it  shall  be  lawfuU  for  the  said  Robert  Hale  to  repossese  the 
same ;  paying  to  the  said  Edward  Converse  twentie  shillings 
an  Acor  for  so  much  as  he  shall  think  fitt  to  make  use  of 
againe.  And  further  If  the  whole  shall  be  recovered,  then 
the  said  Robt  Hale  shall  Pay  Backe  Againe  the  whole  surae 
of  seven  Pounds,  and  untell  the  money  be  repaid  as  above 
Expressed,  it  shall  be  used  by  the  said  Edward  Converse. 

"  Dated  the  Twentyeth  of  the  twelfth  mo  1649 

"  The  payment  of  the  said  sume  of  seven  Pounds  to  be 
payd  by  Edward  Converse  to  Robert  hale  shall  be  by  the 
twentyeth  of  the  ninth  month  next  Insueing  the  date 
heare  of 

''JOHN  MOUSALL 

EDWARD  JOHNSON 

MILES  NUTT 

JOHN  WRIGHT 

SAMUEL   RICHARDSON  [mark]  X 

JAMES   THOMPSON  [mark]  T 

"This  above  written  Is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Oridginall 
Writing  Compared  word  for  w^ord  this:  Last  day  June 
1662.  pr  me 

''EDWARD   BURTT 

"  Recorder. 
"  1662." 

We  would  note,  in  passing,  that  Robert  Hale  lived  in 
Charlestown,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Nathan  Hale,  executed 
by  the  British  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  as  a  spy.  He 
owned  a  meadow  lot  in  "  Waterfield,"  as  all  the  central  part 
of  Winchester  was  then  called.  This  meadow  was  on  the 
east  side  of  the  stream,  next  to  Samuel  Richardson's  lot  of 
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ninety  acres,  which  latter  extended  into  the  "  Rock  field,"  as 
the  land  along  and  above  our  present  Highland  Avenue  was 
then  called. 

It  may  now  be  asked,  How  did  Edward  Converse  obtain 
possession  of  his  land  ?  He  obtained  it  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Charlestown.  The  early  inhabitants  parceled  out  the  lands 
granted  to  their  respective  towns,  —  sometimes  bestowing 
them  for  eminent  services,  at  other  times  dividing  them  under 
direction  of  the  selectmen  or  special  committees  appointed 
by  the  town.^  And  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  earliest 
immigrants  were  each  entitled  to  fifty  acres  of  land,  by  the 
regulations  of  the  London  Company,  and  also  fifty  acres  for 
each  servant.     (Frothingham's  History  of  Charlestown.) 

In  some  or  several  of  the  ways  named.  Converse  obtained 
the  thirteen  different  lots  of  land  accredited  to  him  in  the 
"  Charlestown  Book  of  Possessions."  In  1638  he  is  recorded 
as  the  owner  of  these  thirteen  distinct  properties,  numbered 
consecutively  in  the  Records,  and  No.  12  includes  the 
ground  of  the  present  Whitney  Mill,  as  it  does  also  that  of 
the  Cutter  and  the  Cowdery,  Cobb  &  Nicholls  Mills  in 
Winchester. 

The  description  of  this  No.  12  is  as  follows :  — 

"Eightie  Acres  of  land  by  estimation,  more  or  lesse,  Scit- 
uate  in  .Waterfield,  bounded  east  by  the  river,  on  the  North- 
west by  Eze.  Richardson,  Rob.  Rand,  Tho.  Moulton  and 
John  Crow :  on  the  Northwest  (?)  by  Tho.  Moulton,  John 
Martin  and  Mr.  Simms." 

This  last  boundary  is  evidently  recorded  wrong,  as  the 
boundaries  of  Moulton  and  Symmes  "butted  Northeast  on 

1  "  163S.  The  first  month,  the  26:  d<iy|Abra:  Palmer,  chosen  by  the  Towne 
for  keepeing  the  Towne  Booke,  as  also  to  Record  all  pprieties  of  Houses,  Lands, 
Meadow  or  Pasture,  as  any  Inhabitants  of  ye  Towne  are,  or  shall  bee  possest  of 
accordg:  to  an  ordr  of  Court  provided  in  yt  behalfe." 

"  1638. 

"  On  the  28th  day  of  the  X  month  was  taken  A  True  Record  of  all  such  houses  & 
Lands  as  are  Possessed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  whethr  by  purchase,  by 
gift  from  the  Towne,  or  by  allottments  as  they  were  devided  amongst  them  by  A  Joynt 
Consent  aftr  the  Genii  Court  had  settled  theire  Bounds,"  etc. —  Charlestoivn  Records. 
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Converse":  Avhich  is  shown  also  by  the  ancient  plan  of  the 
Symmes  farm  in  the  archives  of  onr  Society. 

If  the  tender  consciences  of  the  present  Winchester 
landholders  are  troubled  with  the  thought  that  these  lands 
were  stolen  from  the  poor  Indian  before  the  town  of 
Charlestown  could  thus  bestow  them,  the  history  of  Squa 
Sachem  and  her  deeds  of  conveyance  (as  described  in  The 
Record,  by  Mr.  Symmes,  pp.  19-21)  will  satisfy  them, 
doubtless,  that  these. lands  were  duly  conveyed,  and  the 
chain  of  title  was  as  good  as  it  could  well  be.  And  it  is 
interesting  to  know  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Frothingham, 
in  his  History  of  Charlestown,  that  one  of  Squa  Sachem's 
residences  was  near  Gardner's  Row,  in  West  Cambridge, 
which  would  bring  it  near  the  present  residence  of  Abijah 
Thompson. 

Satisfied  that  Edward  Converse,  in  common  with  other 
ancient  landowners  in  Winchester,  had  good  and  sufficient 
title  to  his  farm  and  mill  privilege,  let  us  consider  what 
business  was  carried  on  there  in  1640. 

It  is  probable  that  he  used  the  water-power  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  grind  corn. 

In  the  old  deeds  it  is  invariably  called  a  "  corne  mill,"  and 
no  allusion  is  found  to  any  other  uses  of  the  water-power  at 
this  point.  Indian  corn  was  the  principal  product  of  the 
soil,  the  principal  article  of  food,  and  the  grinding  of  it  the 
only  business  at  that  date  requiring  the  use  of  water-power. 
Power-saws  or  other  machinery  for  wood  or  metal  were  not 
introduced  till  long  after  this  date. 

But  so  important  was  the  cornmill  that  it  determined  the 
location  and  construction  of  the  highways. 

"  Plain  St.,"  now  Cambridge  Street,  was  laid  out  in  1646 
from  Woburn  to  Captain  Cook's  mill  (referred  to  in  Squa 
Sachem's  deed.  The  Record,  p.  21),  professedly  to  reach 
that  mill ;  and  "  Driver's  Lane,"  now  Church  Street,  leading- 
from   the   "  King's  Ford  "  (near  Converse's  mill)  to   Plain 
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Street,  seems  to  have  had  the  mill  as  its  main  object.  The 
great  road  to  Charlestown  may  indeed  have  been  determined 
in  part  by  other  considerations,  snch  as  directness  and  the 
absence  of  difficult  hills,  yet  we  find  the  roads  from  Woburn 
Centre  and  Richardson's  Row,  as  well  as  other  ancient  roads, 
actual  Avays  of  access  to  Converse's  mill. 

The  building  of  "  Longe  Bridge,"  August  26,  1641  (the 
second  bridge  named  in  the  Woburn  Records),  it  is  certainly 
reasonable  to  suppose,  was  required  by  the  necessity  of 
travel  to  and  from  a  mill,  —  not  Cooke's  mill,  for  a  road  to 
that  mill  was  not  projected  till  1846,  —  and,  if  it  was  Con- 
verse's mill,  it  raises  an  interesting  question  as  to  the  actual 
location  of  that  bridge.  The  saddle  and  pillion  were  used 
to  convey  the  people  to  church  and  on  all  other  occasions 
requiring  conveyance,  except  "  going  to  the  mill." 

In  the  Woburn  Records,  under  date  of  "  26  of  6  mo."  1641, 
we  read :  "  A  bridge  was  made  across  Horn  Pond  River : 
though  the  place  was  so  boggy  that  it  swallowed  up  much 
wood  before  it  could  be  made  passable,  yet  it  was  finished 
and  called  Longe  Bridge." 

Horn  Pond  River  is  the  stream  flowing  from  the  outlet  of 
Horn  Pond  to  its  junction  with  the  Abajona,  near  the  land 
of  Mr.  D.  N.  Skillings,  at  which  point  the  junction  is  seen 
when  the  water  is  drawn  from  the  millpond. 

Hence  at  any  point  on  the  stream  a  bridge  could  be  said 
to  be  ''across  Horn  Pond  River." 

The  bridge  across  this  river,  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Sullivan 
Cutter's  residence,  called  ''Blind  Bridge,"  and  so  designated 
as  early  at  least  as  the  date  of  Edward  Converse's  will  (see 
page  235  of  The  Record},  was  unquestionably  on  the  road 
from  Woburn  Centre  to  the  old  mill,  and  must  have  been 
built  at  a  time  when  Edward  Converse  himself  was  in  a 
position  of  superior  influence  in  town  affairs. 

But  little  reflection  is  needed  to  convince  us  that  among 
the  very  earliest  needs  of  the    town  would   be    a  "bridge 
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across  Horn  Pond  River  "  at  such  a  |)oint  as  would  connect 
the  mill  and  the  oldest  settlement  in  the  town  with  the 
central  village. 

The  discussion,  however,  of  this  question  of  the  location 
of  the  "  Longe  Bridg  "  involves  too  much  investigation,  and 
would  occupy  more  space  than  can  be  reasonably  devoted 
to  it  in  this  article  :  therefore  the  writer  hopes  that  another 
opportunity  will  be  had  for  a  fuller  presentation  of  his 
reasons  for  hesitating  to  receive  the  common  belief  that  it 
was  located  at  the  outlet  of  the  pond  at  Pond  Street. 

As  we  have  said,  Edward  Converse  died  in  1663.  He 
was  succeeded  at  the  mill  by  his  sons. 

Of  these  sons  we  shall  now  record  nothing  except  an 
account  of  the  death  of  Samuel,  who  was  killed  by  the 
water-wheel,  February  20,  1669.  The  record  of  this  acci- 
dent is  full  and  complete,  and  found  in  the  Middlesex  Court 
Records,  file  20,  1670,  paper  3. 

It  seems  strange  that  this  record  has  not  been  discovered 

NDefore.     It  has  never  been   alluded  to  by  any  historian  of 

Woburn,  and  has  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  Converse  family 

for  many  years  ;  even  the  date  of  his  death  is  not  given  by 

Sewall  in  the  Converse  Genealogy. 

It  may  be  claimed  as  a  crumb  of  original  local  history 
brought  to  light  by  the  formation  of  this  Society. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  at  this  early  date,  more 
than  one  hundred  years  prior  to  the  Revolution,  our  fathers 
knew  how  to  hold  such  inquests  "  decently  and  in  order." 

The  papers  referred  to  are  labeled  "  Samuel  Converse 
Jury."     '•'•  Verdict  on  his  death." 

The  first  paper  is  the  deposition  of  two  witnesses  to  the 
accident,  and  reads  as  follows  :  — 

"  We  Isaac  Brooks  and  James  Thompson  being  about  the 
21  of  Feb.  69  in  the  Corne  mill  belonging  to  the  Converses, 
at  Wooburne,  on  of  suddain  we  heard  a  voice  about  the  mill 
wheel  saying  stop  the  wheel,     upon  wh.  the  said  Thompson 
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did  run  to  the  mill  gate  &  looking  towards  the  mill  wheel  he 
saw  as  he  thought  a  man  laid  down  and  cried  out  my  unkle 
is  killed.  Isaak  in  the  mean  time  did  run  to  the  waterwheel 
and  found  Samuel  Converse  wth  his  head  fastened  between 
the  water  wheel  and  water  wall, 

"  The  said  Thompson  in  tlie  mean  time  did  shut  the  gate 
and  came  running  to  the  sd  Brooks.  Now  the  water  wheel 
being  turned  backwards  did  raise  upwards  and  wee  seeing 
his  head  cleared  went  unto  him  and  did  take  him  up  alive 
who  bled  excessively.  We  did  carry  him  into  his  house  and 
soon  after  we  brought  him  in  his  bleeding  stopt  &  in  about 
half  an  houres  time  as  we  conceive  he  was  quite  departed." 

"  The    Verdict  of  the  jury  of  quest  on  the  death  of  Samuel 

Converse. 

"  We  subscribed  being  by  the  Constable  of  Wooburn 
Summoned  a  jury  of  quest  upon  the  suddain  and  untimely 
death  of  Seargt  Samuel  Convars  late  of  Wooburne,  upon 
examination  of  the  Witnesses  that  did  take  him  up,  going 
to  the  place  from  whence  he  was  taken  up  &  viewing  of  the 
Corps,  doe  conceive  that  the  said  Convars  was  cutting  some 
ice  from  off  the  water  wheele  of  the  corne  mill  &  so  over- 
reaching with  his  axe  was  caught  by  his  coate  with  some 
parte  of  the  wheele  whereby  his  coate  was  rent  to  the 
Choller  thereoff  &  that  not  giving  way  his  head  was  drawne 
downe  untill  it  was  sucked  in  between  the  water  wall  &  the 
water  wheele.  now  as  is  said  he  did  call  to  shutt  down  the 
wheele  but  in  all  probabillitie  he  received  his  mortall  wound 
soone  after  he  spake  to  stop  the  Wheele.  We  saw  much 
blood  in  the  place  whereabouts  he  was  judged  to  stand,  also 
there  was  blood  upon  the  snow  from  the  place  to  his  house, 
as  is  said  he  was  carried  to  his  house  alive  and  being  set 
in  a  chair  his  blood  quickly  settled  within  him  wholly  pre- 
venting him  from  speaking  &  in  about  half  an  hour  was 
dead.     We  found  the  back  side  of  his  head  greatly  bruised 
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his  nose  grizzle  as  wee  think  was  broken  so  that  the  said 
Convars  his  head  lying  as  before  expressed  we  judge  his 
death  to  be  by  the  water  wheele  of  the  Corne  Mill. 
22:  12:  69. 

''RICHARD   GARDNER  JOHN  CARTER 

IklATTHEW  JOHNSON  JOHN  NORRIS 

JOHN  WRIGHT  INCREASE  A7INN 

JOHN  RUSSELL  JOHN  MOUSALL 

EDWARD  IVONS  JOHN  BROOKS 

WILLIAJNI  JOHNSON  WILL  SYMES  " 

The  history  of  the  successive  ownerships  of  the  Old  Mill 
remains  to  be  told. 
March  3,  1885.  ARTHUR  E.  WHITNEY. 


WINCHESTER   IN    1640. 

My  paper,  read  January  6,  1885,  related  to  the  character 
of  the  wilderness  as  described  in  Edward  Johnson's  Wonder- 
Working  Providence,  and  the  manner  of  commencing  the 
new  settlements,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Court  in 
granting  additional  land  to  Charles'town  for  the  settlement 
of  Woburn,  with  quotations  from  the  Woburn  Records  from 
May  14,  1640,  to  September  30  of  the  same  year. 

"  On  the  5th  of  9  mo,"  we  read  from  the  same  Records, 
"  the  persons  above  specified  were  now  chosen  by  the  church 
of  Charlestown  for  the  carrying-on  of  the  affairs  of  the 
new  town." 

We  must  remember  that  the  actors  were  all  still  living 
in  Charlestown.  The  persons  referred  to  in  the  record 
just  read  were  Edward  Converse,  Edward  Johnson,  John 
Mousall,  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  Samuel  Richison,  and  Thomas 
Richison.  And  the  meetings  which  are  recorded  are  held  at 
one  or  another  of  their  Charlestown  houses. 
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On  the  ninth  of  the  same  month  (or  November  9),  "  these 
persons,  associating  to  them  Edward  Johnson,  who  con- 
tinued with  them  during  the  whole  work,  went  to  discover 
the  hind  about  Shawshin  River ;  being  lost  were  forced  to 
lie  under  the  rocks,  whilst  the  rain  and  snow  did  bedew  their 
rocky  beds." 

On  the  seventeenth  of  the  same  month  (November)  "  a 
meeting  was  held  to  set  a  division  between  Charlestown  and 
Woburne,  which  was  in  part  assented  to,  but  afterwards 
denied."  And  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month  we 
read :  — 

"The  church  of  Charlestown  meet  to  consider  of  those 
that  should  go  up  to  this  town  ;  and  seeing  many  appear, 
fearing  the  depopulation  of  Charlestown,  from  that  day 
forward  had  a  suspicious  eye  over  them." 

But  upon  the  third  of  December,  the  cliurch  seems  to  have 
relented,  for  the  entry  reads  thus :  — 

"  3  of  10  mo. —  Full  power  was  given  to  Edward  Converse 
and  company  to  go  on  with  the  work." 

And  on  the  twenty-second  of  December  we  read  :  "  Con- 
sidering the  weightiness  of  the  work  and  the  weakness  of 
the  persons,  this  day  was  set  apart  for  humble  seeking  of 
God  by  prayer  and  fasting  for  help  in  a  work  of  so  great 
consequence,  which  was  performed  at  the  house  of  John 
Mousall,  by  the  forenamed  persons  and  their  wives,  the  Lord 
assisting." 

Four  days  previous  to  this,  however,  or  on  the  eighteenth 
of  December,  we  find  the  meeting  was  held  at  which  the 
organization  of  the  new  town  was  effected. 

At  this  meeting  "  Edward  Johnson  was  appointed  Re- 
corder, who  drew  a  plot  of  the  town."  And  at  this  meeting 
"  town  orders  were  concluded  on." 

The  preamble  was  imitated,  almost  copied,  word  for  word, 
from  that  of  the  author  of  the  "  Liberties  of  the  Massachu- 
setts  Colonic,"   attributed    to    Mr.   Nathaniel   Ward,    who 
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might,  or   might    not,    have    originally   framed    the    noble 
thoughts  it  contains. 

Mr.  Ward  was,  however,  the  author  of  the  code  of  laws 
which  was  adopted  by  the  General  Court  and  known  as  the 
"  Liberties  of  the  Mass.  Colony."  ^ 

TOWN    ORDERS. 

"  The  free  fruition  of  such  liberties  and  privileges  as 
humanity,  civility,  and  Christianity  calls  for  are  due  to  every 
man,  with  his  place  and  proportion,  without  impeachment 
and  infringing,  which  hath  ever  been,  or  ever  will  be,  the 
tranquillity  and  stability  of  Christian  Commonwealths  ;  and 
the  denial  or  the  deprival  thereof  the  disturbance,  if  not  the 
ruin,  of  both." 

"  We  hold  it,  therefore,  our  duty  and  safety  for  the  better 
disposing  of  all  the  lands  and  benefits  of  the  town  of 
Woburne,  and  for  the  preventing  of  all  troublesome  com- 
plaints, and  the  maintainance  of  love  and  agreement,  it 
is  required  that  all  persons  admitted  to  be  inhabitants  in 
the  said  town  shall  by  voluntary  agreement  subscribe  to 
these  orders  following;  upon  which  conditions  they  are 
admitted :  — 

"  FirBt  order.  For  the  carrying-on  common  charges,  all 
such  persons  as  shall  be  thought  meet  to  have  land  and 
admittance  for  inhabitants  shall  pay  for  every  acre  of  land 
formerly  laid  out  by  Charlestown,  but  now  in  the  limits  of 
Woburn,  sixpence ;  and  for  all  hereafter  laid  out,  twelve- 
pence. 

"  Second  order.  Every  person  taking  lot  or  land  in  the  said 
town  shall,  within  fifteen  months  after  the  laying-out  of  the 
same,  build  for  dwelling  thereon,  and  improve  the  said  land 
by  planting  either  in  part  or  in  whole ;  or  surrender  the 
same  up  to  the  town  again.  Also,  they  shall  not  make  sale 
of  it  to  any  person  but  such  as  the  town  shall  approve  of. 

^See  Introduction  to  Wonder-Working  Providence,  p.  101.    By  Wni.  F.  Poole. 
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"  Third  order.  That  all  manner  of  persons  shall  fence 
their  cattle  of  all  sorts,  either  by  fence  or  keeper;  only  it  is 
required,  all  garden  plots  and  orchards  shall  be  well  inclosed, 
either  by  pale  or  otherwise. 

"  Fourth  order.  That  no  manner  of  persons  shall  entertain 
inmate,  either  married  or  other  for  a  longer  time  than  three 
days,  without  the  consent  of  four  of  the  selectmen ;  every 
person  oflending  in  this  particular  shall  pay  to  the  use  of 
the  town,  for  every  day  they  oifend  therein,  sixpence.^ 

"  Fifth  order.  That  no  person  shall  fell  or  cut  any  young 
oak,  like  to  be  good  timber,  under  eight  inches  square, 
upon  forfeiture  of  five  shillings  for  every  such  offence." 

Thirty-two  persons  subscribed  to  these  orders. 

Edward  Jolinson.  Daiiill  Bacon. 

EdAvard  Converse.  Edward  Winne. 

John  Moiisall.  Henry  Belden. 

Ezekill  Eichison.  Francis  Kendall. 

Sanmewell  Eichison.  John  Teed. 

Thomas  Eichison.  Henry  Frothingham. 

William  Lernedt.  Will  Greene. 

James  Thompson.  Benjamin  Butterfield. 

John  Wright.  Henry  Jefts. 

Michall  Bacon.  James  Parker. 

John  Seers.  John  Eussell. 

Mr.  Thomas  Graves.  James  Britton. 

Nicholas  Davis.  Thomas  Fuller. 

Nicholas  Treerice.  Eicharcl  Lowden. 

John  Carter.  John  Wyman. 

James  Converse.  Francis  Wyman. 

Upon  the  fourth  of  January  the  record  reads  :  — 
"  Meeting  at  Edward  Converse  house,  where  were  admitted 
many  persons  to  set  down  their  dwellings  in  this  town ;  yet 
being  shallow  in  brains,  fell  off  afterwards.  At  this  meeting 
Mr.  George  Bunker  surrendered  up  his  lot  to  the  town's 
disposal,  and  had  recompense." 

^  It  appears  by  subsequent  records  that  George  Polly  was  severely  dealt  with  for 
violating  this  order. 
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From  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Bunker  is  spoken  of  we 
are  to  infer  that  he  was  not  included  in  the  class  of  the 
shallow-brained.  He  appears  in  history  as  the  owner  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  in  Charlestown,  and  is  honored  by  the  monu- 
ment which,  as  long  as  it  is  called  "  Bunker  Hill  Monument," 
will  show  that  he  was  wiser  than  he  knew  in  backing  out  of 
the  Woburn  speculation. 

On  the  tenth  of  February  "  the  first  bridge  was  laid  over 
the  Abersonce  River  (later  called  the  Abajona),  '^over 
against  Edward  Converse's  house,"  and  "  called  Could 
Bridg." 

From  the  last  two  entries  just  read,  we  gather  the 
following  facts :  — 

1.  That  Edward  Converse  had,  prior  to  the  eleventh 
month,  1640,  built  and  occupied  a  house  upon  this  territory, 
which  we  know  from  various  sources  was  near  Mr.  Whitney's 
mill,  in  Winchester. 

2.  That  the  meetings  spoken  of  as  held  at  his  house  were 
the  first  meetings  held  within  the  territory  of  Woburn,  and 
this  house  the  first  headquarters  of  the  town. 

3.  That  the  bridge  across  the  Abajona  at  this  point  was 
the  first  built  in/the  new  town. 

The  year  1640,  by  the  mode  of  reckoning  then  used, 
ended  with  the  last  day  of  February. 

This  month  of  February  was  a  very  busy  one,  as  well  as 
a  cold  one,  if  we  may  infer  as  much  from  the  name  they  gave 
to  this  first  bridge,  "  the  Could  Bridg." 

On  the  eighth  "  the  men  appointed  for  this  town  affairs 
travelled  to  discover  a  fitting  place  to  lay  this  town  out. 
After  two  days  search,  it  was  by  the  greater  number  thought 
meet  to  be  laid  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  land  granted  to 
this  town,  which  accordingly  was  done  after  two  days  more.'' 

On  the  twelfth  they  held  a  "  meeting  at  Samuel  Richi- 
son's  "  to  consult  about  a  minister,  and  admit  more  persons 
to  the  new  town. 
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On  the  thirteenth  they  met  at  Ezekill  Richison's,  such  as 
proposed  to  settle  here,  and  appointed  the  Tuesday  following 
(sixteenth),  for  meeting  at  the  ground  which  had  been 
selected  for  the  town,  but  "they  received  no  small  dis- 
couragement "  from  Mr.  Increase  Nowell,  the  magistrate, 
and  the  Rev.  Zechariah  Symmes,  the  minister. 

On  the  sixteenth  they  came,  forty  of  them  however,  to 
the  selected  place,  "  where,"  says  Mr.  Johnson,  "  the  new 
town  should  have  been  placed,  marking  trees  and  laying 
bridges,"  but  "  the  way  being  so  plain  backward  that  divers 
never  went  forward  again." 

On  the  twenty-ninth  (it  was  leap  year),  "  Mr.  Nowell, 
Capt.  Sedgewick,  Lieut.  Sprague,  and  .some  others  by 
Charlestown  appointed,  advised  to  remove  the  houselots  and 
place  for  the  meeting-house  to  the  place  where  they  now 
stand." 

Thus  ends  the  record  of  1640. 

Early  in  the  spring  which  succeeded,  the  lots  of  land  were 
marked,    allotted,    and   at   once    improvements   upon   them 
commenced. 
March  3,  1885.  ABIJAH  THOMPSON. 


OUR   ABORIGINES. 

Some  notice  of  the  natives  found  in  occupancy  by  our 
forefathers  properly  belongs  to  our  history. 

By  some  law  or  freak  of  association,  which  it  might  be 
difficult  to  define,  we  are  reminded,  while  reading  up 
"  authorities "  upon  these  aborigines,  of  the  "  house  tliat 
Jack  built."  One  builds  upon  another,  others  upon  their 
predecessors,  until  a  mass  of  literature  accumulates  which 
promises  abundant  light,  while  it  gives  but  little,  as  to  the 
ethnological  or  ethnographical  questions  involved.  We  have 
insufficient   data   for    determining   whether   these    Indians, 
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most  commonly  called  Pawtuckets,  are  in  any  degree  akin 
to  the  Mound-builders,  from  whom  they  may  have  degener- 
ated, or  to  the  Iroquois,  or  to  other  of  the  conjectural  race- 
divisions.  Neither  skull,  color,  feature,  traditional  customs, 
nor  languages  afford  any  satisfactory  answers  to  questions 
such  as  are  plausibly  successful  respecting  most  other  grand 
divisions  of  mankind. 

We  must  be  content  with  the  fragments  of  observation 
left  by  those  who  first  looked  upon  them  on  these  shores 
and  in  these  forests. 

The  terms  "  Aberginians,"  "  Abergenymen,"  '^Abargiuny- 
men,"  and  the  like,  in  the  earliest  mention  of  the  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  seem,  by  some  bungling  corruption  of  the 
word  "aborigines,"  to  have  denoted  only  the  savages  at 
large. 

John  Smith  (1614)  designates  those  found  on  this  coast 
as  the  "  Massachusetts,"  and  estimates  their  number  at  about 
three  thousand  (Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  xxxvi,  p.  119) ;  describing 
them  as  a  "  well-proportioned  people."  Wood,  in  his  tract 
entitled  "New  England's  Prospect"  (1634),  describes  the 
"  Aberginians " ;  and  Bancroft  (vol.  iii,  p.  3)  quotes  his 
description  as  follows  :  — 

"  First  of  their  stature,  most  of  them  being  between  five 
and  six  foot  high,  straight  bodied,  strongly  composed,  smooth 
skinned,  merry  countenanced,  of  complection  more  swarthy 
than  Spaniards,  black  haired,  high  foreheaded,  black  eyed, 
out-nosed,  broad  shouldered,  brawny  armed,  long  and  slender 
handed,  out-breasted,  small  waisted,  lank  bellied,  well 
thighed,  flat  kneed,  handsome  grown  legs,  and  small  feet. 
In  a  word,  take  them  when  the  blood  brisks  in  their  veins, 
when  the  flesh  is  on  their  backs  and  marrow  in  their  bones, 
when  they  frolick  in  their  deportments  and  Indian  postures, 
and  they  are  more  amiable  to  behold  (though  only  in  Adam's 
livery)  than  many  a  compounded  Phantastick  in  the  newest 
fashion." 
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It  will  be  remembered  by  the  readers  of  The  Record  that 
Captain  Edward  Johnson,  arriving  in  1630,  with  Winthrop's 
company,  betook  himself  at  once  to  the  Indians  for  purposes 
of  trade,  and  was  exceptionally  well  acquainted  with  them 
during  his  life.  It  is  refreshing  to  be  able  to  turn  from  the 
dull  iteration  of  authorities,  to  be  found  in  the  town  his- 
tories all  around  us,  to  the  very  graphic  though  quaint  obser- 
vations of  Captain  Johnson,  in  which  the  citizens  of  Woburn 
and  Winchester  may  properly  feel  a  family  interest. 

On  page  15  of  the  Wonder-Working  Providence  he  writes 
of  a  well-known  incident  in  the  following  picturesque  style: 
"  Not  long  before,  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Mattachusets  were 
so  affrighted  with  a  Ship  that  arrived  in  their  Bay,  having 
never  scene  any  before,  thus  they  report :  some  persons 
among  them  discerning  a  great  thing  to  move  toward  them 
upon  the  Waters,  wondering  what  Creature  it  should  be, 
they  run  with  their  light  cannowes  (which  are  a  kind  of 
Boates  made  of  Birch  Rindes  and  sowed  together  with  the 
rootes  of  white  Cedar-Trees),  from  place  to  place,  stirring 
up  all  their  Countreymen  to  come  forth  and  behold  this 
monstrous  thing :  At  this  sudden  news  the  shores  for  many 
miles  were  filled  with  this  naked  Nation,  gazing  at  this 
wonder,  till  some  of  the  stoutest  among  them  manned  out 
these  Cannowes,  being  armed  with  Bow  and  Arrowes,  they 
approached  within  shot  of  the  Ship,  being  becalmed,  they 
let  fly  their  long  shafts  at  her,  which  being  headed  with 
bone,  some  stuck  fast,  and  others  dropped  into  the  water» 
they  wondering  it  did  not  cry,  but  kept  quietly  on  toward 
them,  till  all  of  a  sudden  the  Master  caused  a  piece  of  Ord- 
nance to  be  fired,  which  stroke  such  feare  into  the  poore 
Indians,  that  they  hasted  to  shore,  having  their  wonders 
exceedingly  increased ;  but  being  gotten  among  their  great 
multitude,  they  waited  to  see  the  sequell  with  much  amaze- 
ment, till  the  Seamen  firling  up  their  salies  came  to  an 
Anchor,  manned    out   their  long  bote,  and  went  on  shore> 
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at  whose  approach  the  Indimis  fled,  although  they  now  saw 
they  were  men,  who  made  signes  to  stay  their  flight,  that 
they  may  have  Trade  with  them,  and  to  that  end  they 
brought  certaine  Copper-Kettles ;  The  Indians  by  degrees 
made  their  approach  nearer  and  nearer  till  they  came  to 
them,  when  beholding  their  Vessells,  which  they  had  set 
forth  before  them,  the  Indians  knocking  -them  were  much 
delighted  with  the  sound,  and  much  more  astonished  to  see 
they  would  not  breake,  being  so  thin :  for  attaining  those 
Vessells  they  brought  them  much  Bever,  fraughting  them 
richly  away  according  to  their  desires." 

With  respect  to  the  tribes  which  dwelt  upon  our  particu- 
lar territory,  it  is  noticeable  that,  while  others  describe  them 
as  the  Pawtuckt'ts,  he  does  not  anywhere,  in  his  frequent 
mention  of  them,  employ  this  designation,  although  he  has 
much  to  say  of  the  "  Mattachusetts,"  the  "Nianticks,"  the 
"  Pequods,"  the  "  Narrowgansits,"  the  "Tarratines,"  and 
others.  The  only  passage  in  the  Wonder-  Working  Providence 
which  has  the  form  of  ethnological  description  is  the  follow- 
ing, on  page  16,  where  he  is  speaking  of  the  desolating 
sickness  which  occurred  about  1613-16  :  — 

"  The  Aharginny-vciQii^  consisting  of  MattacJmsets,  Wippa- 
7iaps,  and  Tarratines,  were  greatly  weakened,  and  more 
especially  the  three  Kingdoms,  or  Saggamore  ships,  of  the 
Mattachusets,  who  were  before  this  mortality  most  populous, 
having  under  them  seven  Dukedomes,  or  petty  Saggamores, 
and  the  Nianticks  and  Narrowgansits.''''  "  The  Pecods  were 
also  smitten  at  this  time." 

Gookin,  Massachusetts  Historical  Collection,  i,  p.  149,  — 
an  authority  accepted  by  Frothingham  and  others,  —  repre- 
sents the  Pawtuckets  as  a  distinct  nation  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts, separated  by  the  Charles  River,  the  latter  extend- 
ing south  and  west,  and  the  former  occupying  the  territory 
as  far  as  the  Piscataqua  River  on  the  east  and  northward  to 
Concord  on  the  Merrimack. 
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The  subdivisions  of  the  Pawtucket  tribe  Mr.  Gookin  gives 
as  "  Pennakooks,  Agawomes,  Naamkeeks,  Pascatawayes, 
Accomintas,  and  others,"  each  of  which  divisions  (or  duke- 
doms, as  Johnson  has  it)  was  under  a  distinct  saggamore ; 
the  great  sachem,  or  king,  being  Nanepashemit.^ 

The  form  of  government  of  these  tribes  was  patriarchal 
and  hereditary,  as  we  may  infer  from  the  history  of  Nane- 
pashemit's  family  as  it  has  been  preserved  by  our  forefathers. 
This  king  at  his  death  left  a  widow,  Squa  Sachem,  and  three 
sons,  the  widow  becoming  queen  of  all  the  Pawtuckets,  and 
the  sons  saggamores ;  as,  Wonohaquaham,  or  Saggamore 
John  of  Mystic;  Montowampate,  Saggamore  James  of 
Lynn ;  and  Wenepoyken,  Saggamore  George  of  Salem,  the 
latter  of  whom  became,  after  the  death  of  Squa  Sachem, 
the  grand  sachem  of  the  Pawtuckets,  about  1684.^ 

The  most  succinct  and  pithy  description  of  the  char- 
acter of  this  Indian  government  is  given  by  the  spiteful 
Thomas  Morton,  of  Merry  Mount  notoriet}^  in  his  book 
entitled  The  New  English  Ca-naan.,  printed  at  Amsterdam, 
1637,  in  which  he  says  of  the  Indians :  "  They  may  be 
accounted  to  live  richly,  wanting  nothing  that  is  needful, 
and  be  commended  for  leading  a  contented  life,  the  younger 
being  ruled  by  the  elder,  and  the  elder  ruled  by  the  Powahs, 
and  the  Powahs  are  ruled  by  the  Devill,  and  then  you  may 
imagine  what  good  rule  is  like  to  be  amongst  them." 

As  to  their  domestic  life  and  martial  traits  it  is  not  our 
present  purpose  to  speak  further  than  to  quote  one  or  two 
passages  from  our  own  redoubtable  Johnson. 

In  describing  the  reception  of  the  "  Solemne  Embassage  " 
at  "  Cannonicus  Court,"  1637,  of  which  Johnson  was  a  mem- 
ber, he  says:    "  They  were  entertained  royally  with  respect 

1  See  article  on  Squa  Sachem,  Record,  1,  p.  19. 

2  Lewis's  History  of  Salem. 
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to  the  Indian  majinei'.  Boiled  Chestnuts  is  their  White-bread, 
wliich  are  very  sweet,  as  if  they  were  niixt  with  Sugar ;  and 
because  they  would  be  extraordinary  in  their  feasting,  they 
strive  for  variety  after  the  English  fashion,  boyling  Puddings 
made  of  beaten  corne,  putting  therein  great  store  of  black 
berryes,  somewhat  like  Currants.  They  having  thus  noblv 
feasted  them,  afterward  gave  them  Audience  in  a  State- 
house,  round,  about  fifty  foot  wide,  made  of  long  poles 
stuck  in  the  ground,  like  your  Summer-houses  in  England, 
and  covered  round  about,  and  on  the  top  with  mats,  save  a 
small  place  in  the  middle  of  the  Roofe,  to  give  light,  and  let 
out  the  smoke. 

"  The  Indian  Sachim  lay  along  on  the  ground,  on  a  Mat, 
and  his  Nobility  sate  on  the  ground,  with  their  legs  doubled 
up,  their  knees  touching  their  Chin :  with  much  sober 
gravity,  they  attend  the  Interpreter's  speech."  ^ 

The  following  passages  form  significant  pictures  of  their 
martial  traits  :  — 

''  They  [the  colonists]  send  forth  a  band  of  Souldiers,  who, 
arriving  in  the  Peaquod  Country,  address  themselves  to  have 
a  Treaty  with  them  about  delivering  up  the  murtherers ; 
they  making  shew  of  willingness  so  to  doe,  bade  them  abide 
a  while  and  they  would  bring  them,  and  in  the  mean  time 
they  were  conversant  among  the  Souldiers,  and  viewing  their 
Armie  [armor]  pointed  to  divers  places  where  they  could  hit 
them  with  their  Arrowes  for  all  their  Corslets."  Having 
obtained  this  information,  the  Indians  "shewed  the  English 
a  fair  pair  of  heeles,  .  .  .  saying,  Englishman's  God  was 
all  one  Flye,  and  that  English  man  was  all  one  Squawe, 
and  themselves  all  one  Moor-hawks."  ^ 

"  The  English  .  .  ,  concluded  to  storm  the  fort  a  little 
before    break    of  day ;    at   which    time    they  supposed    the 

1  Wonder-Workiiig  rrovidence,  p.  109. 
■^  lbid.\i.  111. 
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Indians  being  up  late  in  their  jolly  feasting,  would  bee  in 
their  deepest  sleep."  They  approached  the  fort,  "  which 
was  builded  of  whole  Trees  set  in  the  ground  fast,  and  stand- 
ing up  on  end  about  twelve  foot  high,  very  large,  having 
pitcht  their  Wigwams  within  it ;  the  entrance  being  on  two 
sides,  with  intricate  Meanders  to  enter."  The  English 
"  found  the  winding  way  in  without  a  guide  where  they 
soon  placed  themselves  round  the  Wigwams  and  according 
to  direction  they  made  their  first  shot  with  the  muzzle  of 
their  Muskets  downe  to  ground,  knowing  the  Indian  manner 
is  to  lie  on  the  ground  to  sleep."  Then  follows  an  account 
of  the  slaughter  in  the  fort  and  a  battle  with  the  main  body 
at  a  little  distance  from  it ;  "  the  Squawes  crying  out,  '  Oh, 
much  winn  it  Englishmen  !  '  who  moved  with  pitty  toward 
them  Saved  their  lives ;  and  here  up  on  some  young  youth 
cryed  :  'I  squaw,  I  squaw!'  thinking  to  find  like  mercy. 
There  were  some  of  these  Indians,  as  is  reported,  whose 
bodyes  were  not  to  be  pierced  by  their  sharp  rapiers  or 
swords  of  a  long  time,  which  made  some  of  the  Souldiers 
think  the  Devil  was  in  them,  for  there  were  some  Poivwoives 
among  them  which  work  strange  things  with  the  help  of 
Satan."  "•  One  of  them  [the  English]  being  shot  through 
the  body,  neere  about  the  breast,  regarding  it  not  till  of  a 
long  time  after,  which  caused  the  bloud  to  dry  and  thicken 
on  eitheir  end  of  the  arrow  so  that  it  could  not  be  drawne 
forth  his  body  without  great  difficulty  and  much  paine,  yet 
did  he  scape  his  life  and  the  wound  healed." 

While  French  philosophers  and  poets,  in  the  distance, 
eagerly  proclaimed  the  discovered  solution  of  all  great 
social  problems  in  the  simplicity  and  beauty,  the  purity  and 
innocence,  of  these  unsophisticated  children  of  nature,  those 
who  knew  most  of  them  were  saying,  in  the  devout  (?) 
language  of  Johnson,  "  They  knew  right  well  that  till  this 
cursed  crew  were  utterly  rooted  out.  they  should  never  be 
at  peace." 
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"  Poor  Lo  I  "  has  his  poetic  aspects  and  attitudes,  and  his 
claims  upon  those  who  have  appropriated  his  forests  and 
prairies,  lakes,  rivers,  and  hunting-grounds,  indefeasible  in 
the  atmosphere  of  Christian  charity  and  civilization.  Yet 
his  is  no  saintly  race,  and  the  term  "  savage  "  (Old  English 
"  salvage,"  meaning,  "  belonging  to  the  woods  "  —  from 
silva,  "wood")  came  by  no  unnatural  process  to  represent 
men,  as  well  as  wild  beasts,  characterized  by  cruelty, 
ferocity,  brutality. 

The  few  traditions  and  relics  of  the  race  supplanted  here 
in  "  Waterfield  "  pertain  mostly  to  deeds  of  savage  cruelty 
or  the  implements  of  war. 

The  following  incident  is  recorded  in  Richardson's  Memo- 
rial, by  Vinton  (p.  119)  :  — 

"  Mr.  Samuel  Richardson,  son  of  Samuel,  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  lived  on  Richardson's  Row  "  (his  house  still  standing 
within  the  recollection  of  our  older  citizens,  a  few  rods 
north  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Samuel    G.  Bodge). 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  April  10,  1676,  he  was  employed  in 
carting  manure  in  his  field  accompanied  by  his  son  Samuel, 
a  boy  between  five  and  six  years  old.  Looking  toward  his 
house,  he  was  surprised  at  seeing  feathers  flying  about  it  and 
other  tokens  of  mischief  within.  He  also  heard  the  screams 
of  his  wife.  Apprehending  that  Indians  might  be  there,  he 
hastened  home  with  his  gun,  and  there  found  two  of  his 
family  murdered,  namely,  his  wife  Hannah,  who  had  been 
lately  confined,  and  his  son  Thomas,  twin-brother  to  him 
who  had  been  with  him  in  the  field.  On  further  search,  it 
was  found  that  the  infant,  only  a  week  old,  had  been  slain 
by  the  same  ruthless  hands.  The  nurse,  it  appeared,  had 
snatched  it  up  in  her  arms  upon  the  alarm  of  danger,  and 
was  making  her  escape  to  a  garrison-house  in  the  vicinity ; 
but  so  closely  was  she  pursued  b}'  the  savages,  that,  finding- 
she  could  not  save  herself  and  the  babe  too,  she  let  the  babe 
drop,  and  the  Indians  dispatched  it  at  once.     Mr.  Richard- 
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son  now  rallied  some  of  his  neighbors,  who  went  with  him 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Following  them  some  time,  they 
espied  three  Indians  sitting  on  a  rock,  fired  at  them,  killed 
one,  and  drove  the  others  away." 

The  history  of  King  Philip's  War  abounds  in  incidents 
of  equal  barbarity.  The  sentiments  governing  their  hostile 
movements  seem,  as  a  rule,  to  be  less  reasonable,  and  more 
cruel,  than  can  be  illustrated  in  the  ravages  of  the  most 
ferocious  wild  beasts.  The  fighting  impulse,  love  of  inflicting 
torture,  and  indolent  habits  of  the  males,  scorning  the  labor 
imposed  upon  the  females,  are  the  traits  out  of  which  our 
estimates  of  the  Indian  character  are  chiefly  to  be  formed. 
The  exceptional  lights  in  the  dark  picture  are  analogous  to 
such  as  one  sometimes  notes  in  beasts  of  prey. 

Many  of  the  families  of  Winchester  are  descendants  of 
those  who  lived  in  continual  peril,  who,  as  Trumbull  ex- 
presses it,  "  asleep  or  awake,  at  home  or  abroad,  were  in 
constant  jeopardy." 

Among  the  mementos  of  the  tribes  that  dwelt  upon  our 
Winchester  soil  are  the  arrow  and  spear  heads,  stone  hatchets, 
and  pestles,  occasionally  found,  and  doubtless  many  families 
have  gathered  such  relics  while  tilling  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mj^stic  and  Horn  Ponds,  which  were  evidently 
favorite  haunts  of  the  Indians. 

Some  have  found  their  way  to  the  cabinets  of  our  Society. 
A  short  time  since  a  nest  of  arrow  and  spear  heads  was 
found  on  Pine  Street,  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Whiten,  by  the  workmen  engaged  in  laying  water-pipes. 
Their  being  thus  found  in  a  cluster  would  indicate  a 
probability  that  they  were  buried  with  the  brave  to  whom 
they  belonged,  in  accordance  with  a  general  custom  among 
the  Indians,  as  well  as  with  the  well-known  Indian  concep- 
tion of  his  need  of  arms  and  food  for  his  long  journey 
beyond  the  grave.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  grave  was 
in  this  instance  actually  opened,  although,  as  the  superin- 
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tendent  of  the  water-works  informs  the  writer,  there  were 
indications  of  a  portion  of  a  grave  thus  cut  into. 

A  singularly  beautiful  but  small  stone  hatchet  has  been 
presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Joel  F.  Hanson,  which  was 
found  upon  the  Went  worth  farm.  This  may,  from  its 
diminutive  size  and  especially  careful  working,  so  as  to 
preserve  a  symmetrical  arrangement  of  the  stripes  in  the 
rock,  have  been  designed  for  an  ornament  rather  than 
a  practical  cutting  instrument. 

A  heavy  stone  pestle  for  pounding  corn  has  been  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  William  E.  Boynton,  which  was  found  upon 
his  land  between  Wildwood  Street  and  Church  Street,  which 
was  shaped  to  be  held  by  a  withe  in  a  wooden  handle,  like 
an  axe. 

Traditions  represent  that  the  Indians  continued  to  visit 
this  region  even  after  they  were  driven  to  distant  parts. 
Frothingham,  in  his  History  of  Charlestown,  assigns  one  of 
the  residences  of  Squa  Sachem  to  Gardner's  Row  (Cambridge 
Street),  and  the  stream  of  water  which  takes  its  rise  near 
the  schoolhouse  in  the  Hill  District,  flowing  down  the  valley 
west  of  the  Bartlett  place,  through  the  lands  of  the  late 
Stephen  Swan  and  Edmund  Dwight,  and  into  Mystic  Pond, 
has  borne  the  name  of  Squa  Sachem's  Brook. 

Stephen  Swan  (deceased  in  1871,  aged  eighty-six)  fre- 
quently said  to  his  children  that  hiis  father  (John  Swan, 
born  1734)  spoke  of  the  yearly  visits  of  the  Indians  to  this 
brook,  where  they  would  remain  a  few  days.  They  had 
planted  certain  roots  and  herbs  upon  the  banks  of  this 
stream,  evidently  for  medicinal  purposes.  They  often  came 
to  his  house  in  a  friendly  manner.  Also  he  relates  that  the 
Indians  had  the  custom  of  passing  up  from  the  tide-water 
through  the  Mystic  Ponds  on  to  Horn  Pond,  where  they 
encamped  and  remained  during  some  part  of  the  warm 
season. 

This  custom  was  in   fact   continued   to    a    comparatively 
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recent  date,  —  even  after  the  completion  of  the  Middlesex 
Canal. 

Mrs.  Cyrus  Butters  remembers,  and  many  others  may  also 
remember,  the  Indians  coming  up  through  the  Middlesex 
Canal,  remaining  at  the  "Lock  House"  over  night;  moving 
their  canoes,  tents,  and  other  baggage  around  the  locks  upon 
their  backs. 

These  locks  were  near  a  point  on  Everett  Avenue,  and 
also  near  the  old  home  of  Mrs.  Butters  (the  old  Edward 
Gardner  house,  on  Gardner's  Row,  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
John  Swan),  and  in  plain  sight  from  the  house.  The  "  Lock 
House  "  was  that  built  for  the  tender.  The  encampment  of 
these  Indians  was,  one  year  in  her  recollection,  on  the  land 
where  our  High  Schoolhouse  now  stands. 

Hannah  Shiner,  or  Squa  Shiner,  was  an  Indian  woman 
whom  our  old  families  had  occasion  to  know  about,  and  who 
seemed  to  have  become  a  solitary  waif  from  all  tribal  rela- 
tions, to  subsist  upon  the  curiosity  and  crumbs  of  Winches- 
ter civilization ;  her  case  being  (race  and  kindred  ex- 
cepted) not  entirely  without  a  parallel  in  our  more  modern 
history.  She  lived  alone,  part  of  the  time,  in  a  hut  by  a 
spring  upon  the  eastern  margin  of  Turkey  Swamp,  where  she 
made  baskets  and  "  Indian  trinkets "  for  sale,  when  not 
employed  among  the  families  in  mending  chair-bottoms,  or 
other  services,  in  5'^m.s'^-compensation  for  the  broken  food 
she  could  obtain.  At  another  time  she  is  remembered  to 
have  lived  in  an  old  house,  long  since  disappeared,  at  the 
corner  of  Church  and  Bacon  Streets,  and  is  described  by 
some  who  remember  her.  as  she  appeared  to  their  childhood, 
as  short  and  small  in  stature,  with  a  thin  face,  traveling 
about  with  a  little  dog,  which,  when  she  called  at  a  house, 
she  was  accustomed  to  hide  under  her  skirts,  in  a  manner 
very  amusing  to  the  children.  She,  too,  had  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  Squa  Sachem  Brook,  and  the  Swan  famil}^  who 
dwelt  by  it.     On  one  cold  winter  day,  while  crossing  the  old 
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Converse  bridge,  in  a  high  wind,  her  slight  form  was  blown 
from  it  into  the  water  and  she  was  drowned. 

Thus  the  legend,  as  told  by  a  lady  whose  family  was  best 
informed  of  the  appearance  and  the  disappearance  of  this 
relic  of  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  Winchester.  Though 
not  so  romantic  as  the  disappearance  of  the  "  Last  of  the 
Mohicans,"  yet,  doubtless,  many  a  young  lady  among  us  may 
be  able  to  frame  from  these  few  elements  a  picturesque  and 
pathetic  tale  of  the  "  Last  of  the  Pawtuckets."  Undoubt- 
edly the  range  of  verisimilitude  and  poetic  conception  is 
about  as  wide  as  such  work  ordinarily  requires.  That  our 
soil  contains  the  dust  of  numbers  once  living  upon  it,  whose 
deeds  of  bravery  and  scenes  of  love-making  threw  a  glamour 
over  these  beautiful  lakes  and  their  surrounding  scenery, 
is  beyond  a  doubt,  though  no  necropolis  has  yet  been 
opened. 

The  only  Indian  grave  assuredly  testified  (so  far  as  the 
writer  is  informed)  is  that  of  a  child,  —  a  bill  for  whose  coffin 
is  cited  in  favor  of  S.  &  F.  H.  Johnson,  and  for  the  inter- 
ment of  the  same  in  favor  of  Josephus  Johnson,  in  our 
Town  Report  for  the  year  1852.  Doubtless  a  child  of  a 
strolling  band,  who  sickened  and  died  here,  and  whose 
remains  were  cared  for  as  a  public  charity. 

As  attention  may  be  awakened,  much  more  may  be  added 
to  our  meagre  local  Indian  history. 

Edward  Converse,  in  his  will,  speaks  of   "Indian  Hill" 
(in    Winchester).     The  ground   thus    designated    is    to    be 
identified  and  the  reason  to  be  explained. 
Septejoek  0.  1885.  GEORGE  COOKE. 
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THE    HEADS    OF    FAMILIES    IN   WINCHESTER 
IN    1680.  — TITHING-MEN. 

Everybody  has  heard  of  the  tithing-raen,  who  in  the  early 
times  of  our  towns  were  appointed  to  have  the  oversight 
of  their  neiglibors,  and  to  see  that  they  kept  good  order  in 
their  houses.  To  enable  them  to  perform  their  office,  all  the 
inhabitants  were  distributed  into  companies  of  ten  adjacent 
families  each,  inclusive  of  the  family  of  the  overseer,  or 
tithing-man ;  a  number  or  compan}^  of  ten  families,  giving 
the  meaning  to  the  word.  These  tithing-men  appear  in 
Woburn  in  1676,  and  were  all  men  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility in  the  town. 

A  note  on  page  49  of  Sewall's  History  of  Woburn  has 
suggested  the  idea  of  a  way  of  getting  information  of  the 
names  of  the  heads  of  the  families  of  the  district  now  Win- 
chester in  1680.  The  note  is  as  follows  :  "  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Selectmen,  5  of  5  mo  [5  July],  1680,  nine  persons  are 
named  as  Tithing-men,  and  the  names  of  all  the  heads  of  the 
families  (82  in  all)  which  were  severally  assigned  to  them 
for  their  inspection  in  their  respective  districts.  —  Town 
Records,  vol.  ii,  pp.  153,  154.'' 

By  referring  to  the  original  records,  we  find  the  following, 
which  we  copy ;  the  ten  families  in  the  first  group  all 
belonging  to  the  i)art  of  Woburn  now  in  Winchester. 

"  5  of  5  mo,  1680.^  persons  appointed  for  the  inspection 
of  decon  Josiah  Conuers  as  tithing-man  :  — 

''  John  Howltou.  Nathauell  Richardson. 

8amU  Ricliardson.  Capt  Carter. 

Steeuen  Richardson.  Ensigue  Conuers. 

Widow  Richardson.  John  Carter." 
Izack  Richardson. 

The  following  group  is  partly  in  Winchester,  or  on  its 
border : — 

'  Town  Records,  vol.  ii,  pp.  l.")4,  l.V), 
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"persons  appointed  for  the  inspection  of  Sargent  Mathew 
Johnson  as  tithing-nian  :  — 

"  Izack  Brooks.  John  Brooks. 

John  Berbeane.  William  Johnson. 

John  Greene.  Sargt  Jams  Conuers. 

Sargent  Thomas  Peirce.  Jacob  Hamlett."' 

Henry  Brooks.  

^  ^V.  R.  CUTTER. 


HISTORY   OF   THE   ROADS   OF   WINCHESTER 
PREVIOUS  TO    1850. 

GROVE   STREET. 

The  first  pLan  of  Grove  Street  on  record  was  made  in 
1705.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  Probate  Office  at  East  Cam- 
bridge, and  a  copy  of  this  phxn  belongs  to  the  Winchester 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Society. 

The  road  was  probably  used  at  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  It  was  the  only  road  to  the  farm  granted  to 
Zechariah  Symmes  previous  to  1640.  He  had  a  farm  and 
mill,  and  this  must  have  been  the  road  to  get  to  it. 

At  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  they  used  the  rivers 
as  highways.  Medford  was  at  the  head  of  navigation 
on  the  Mystic.  Iron,  salt,  and  West  India  goods  were 
landed  at  the  Square.  The  hay,  seaweed,  rockweed,  and 
kelp,  for  manures  of  their  farms,  were  brought  in  boats  as 
near  to  the  farms  as  possible,  then  taken  in  carts  to  the  land. 
The  first  landing  was  at  Rock  Hill,  near  High  Street, 
formerly  Grove  Street,  and  near  the  house  of  the  late  Mr. 
Edmund  Hastings.  It  was  here  that  Nanepashemit  landed, 
in  1615,  when  he  retreated  from  Saugus  after  the  great  war 
with  the  Tarratines. 

"  In  1619,  four  years  after,  they  besieged  his  fortifications 
at  Rock  Hill  on  the  Mystic,  where,  after  a  most  heroic 
resistance,  Nanepashemit  was  killed." 
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The  next  landing,  or  ford,  was  in  Winchester,  at  Bacon's 
Bridge.  The  people  who  lived  on  the  farm  where  Mr.  John 
H.  Bacon  now  lives  had  to  cross  the  Abajona  River  by  a 
ford  to  go  to  Boston  and  Cambridge.  John  Symmes  and 
family  went  to  meeting  at  West  Cambridge,  and  went  by  the 
wa}''  of  Grove  Street. 

Tradition  says  that  they  did  not  put  on  their  stockings 
and  shoes  until  they  had  crossed  the  stream,  —  then  the}^  put 
them  on. 

When  Edward  Convers,  Edward  Johnson,  and  others, 
in  1640,  went  up  the  country  to  locate  the  town  of  Woburn, 
they  must  have  taken  this  road. 

In  an  old  deed,  dated  1795,  the  piece  of  land  described 
was  bounded  on  the  northwest  by  the  road  leading  to  Cam- 
bridge. By  another  old  deed  a  piece  of  land  was  bounded 
by  the  road  leading  from  the  post-road  to  Weir's  Bridge, 
both  referring  to  Grove  Street. 


CAMBRIDGE   STREET. 

In  1643  Edward  Convers  and  Ezekiel  Richardson,  of 
Woburn,  and  Captain  Cooke,  of  Cambridge,  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  lay  out  a  street  from  Woburn  to   Cambridge. 

We  find  that  in  1641,  August  26,  the  people  of  Woburn 
built  a  bridge  over  Horn  Pond  River.  The  place  was  very 
boggy  and  swallowed  up  much  wood.  They  called  it  Long 
Bridge.  (Sewall.)  The  road  that  the  committee  laid  out 
must  have  been  the  road  now  called  Cambridge  Street,  as 
far  as  Pond  Street,  thence  by  Pond  Street  across  the  above- 
mentioned  bridge  to  Woburn. 

Although  in  1646  the  town  of  Woburn  laid  out  a  street 
from  Woburn  by  the  house  of  Joseph  Gardner  to  Cooke's 
mill,  and  called  it  Plain  Street,  Joseph  Gardner  lived  on  the 
west  side  of  Woburn,  on  the  road  to  Lexington.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  was  much  farther  than  by  Horn  Pond. 
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CHURCH    STREET. 

The  town  of  Woburn  in  1646  voted  to  lay  out  a  road 
from  the  King's  Ford,  over  and  against  the  house  of  Edward 
Convers,  to  Plain  Street.  It  was  to  be  two  rods  wide,  one 
rod  to  be  taken  from  Mr.  Symmes  and  one  rod  from  Mr. 
Convers.  The  King's  Ford  was  where  the  bridge  now 
stands,  near  Mr.  Whitney's  mill.  Plain  Street  is  now  called 
Cambridge  Street.  This  road  was  called  Driver's  Lane,  and 
was  used  for  driving  cattle  to  the  pastures  on  the  west  side 
of  the  town. 

WASHINGTON    STREET. 

In  1647  a  committee  was  appointed  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
the  three  Richardsons  to  the  meeting-house  in  one  direction, 
and  to  Mr.  Thomas  Graves's  house  in  another.  The  three 
Richardsons  lived  on  Richardson  Row,  as  it  was  called,  —  now 
Washington  Street.  Tliis  road  to  the  meeting-house,  I 
think,  is  Cross  Street.  The  town  record  does  not  tell  where 
Mr.  Graves  lived.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall,  in  his  History 
of  Woburn,  says  he  did  not  own  a  house,  and  thinks  he 
lived  here  temporarily,  as  his  name  was  not  in  the  list  of 
freemen. 

Hutchinson's  road,  or  fruit  street. 

In  1802  the  town  of  Charlestown  chose  a  committee  to 
report  on  the  encroachments  on  the  roads.  Among  others 
was  Hutchinson's  Road.  The  report  of  the  survey  says  the 
road  w^as  laid  out  two  rods  wide,  from  Mr.  John  Hutchin- 
son's to  Mr.  Seth  Wyman's,  but  Mr.  Hutchinson's  cow-yard 
encroached  one  rod;  at  the  other  end  Mr.  Daniel  Reed  had 
encroached  seven  feet. 

RIDGE   street. 

This  was  an  old  road,  but  I  can  find  no  record  of  its  being 
laid  out  previous  to  1850.     The  same  with  High  Street. 
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FOREST   STREET. 

This  was  a  narrow  crooked  lane,  and  I  think  there  was  no 
laying  out  previous  to  1850. 

MAIN    STREET. 

In  1646  provision  was  made  to  construct  a  road  from 
Woburn  to  Mystic  Bridge,  Medford.  The  present  Main 
Street,  from  Woburn  to  Winchester,  follows  the  old  road  as 
far  as  the  house  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cutter ;  from  there  the  old 
road  went  around  the  meadows  by  Mr.  Joseph  Hunne- 
well's  across  the  stream,  back  of  the  house  of  Mr.  Sullivan 
Cutter  ;  then  crossing  Main  Street  at  right  angles,  it  ran  back 
of  the  houses  of  Messrs.  P.  W.  Swan  and  Edmund  Sander- 
son ;  thence  Main  Street  to  Symmes  Corner.  Grove  Street 
was  used  to  go  to  Medford,  as  the  town  of  Medford  did  not 
lay  out  the  lower  part  until  1747.  In  that  year  Medford 
voted  to  lay  out  a  road  from  the  Great  Bridge  (same  as 
Mystic  Bridge  —  or  Craddock  Bridge,  as  it  is  now  called)  to 
Woburn.  It  was  called  the  Great  Road.  The  celebrated 
Black  Horse  Tavern  was  situated  on  this  Great  Road,  on 
Black  Horse  Hill.  Previous  to  1810  the  county  commis- 
sioners caused  the  Great  Road  to  be  straightened,  from  Mr. 
Stephen  Cutter's  mill  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sander- 
son, by  filling  the  meadows  and  bridging  the  two  streams. 
The  bridge,  now  built  of  stone,  was  called  Blind  Bridge;^ 
the  other  has  since  been  taken  away  and  the  stream  filled. 

BACON    STREET. 

About  1828  the  county  commissioners  laid  out  a  road 
from  Symmes  Corner  to  Church  Street.  A  causeway  was 
filled  across  the  pond,  and  willow-trees  planted  on  either 
side.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  street  until  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  Railroad,  to  avoid  a  grade  crossing,  built  a  bridge 
over  their  road,  and  made  the  steep  hill  which  noAv  has  to 
be  climbed  to  get  over  it. 

1  Were    there   two  bridges  designated  as  Blind  Bridge  T     It    so,  -which  oue  was 
intended  in  Edward  Converse's  will?  —  Ed. 
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THE   SOUTH   WOBURN   SOCIAL   LYCEUM. 

During  the  autumn  of  the  year  1846  an  interest  began  to 
be  manifested  among  some  of  the  young   people  of  South 
Woburn  on  the  subject  of  mutual  and  social  improvement. 
After  talking  the   matter  over   informally   for    some  little 
time,  and  suggesting  various  ways  by  which  the  desired  ob- 
jects could  be  best  attained,  several  of  those  most  interested 
in  the  subject  met  at  the  house  of  Deacon  B.  F.  Thompson, 
for  the  purpose  of  further  discussing  the  proposed  question. 
This  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth 
of  October,  1846,  at  which  time  and  place  the  society  was 
formed  and  a  constitution  and  by-laws  adopted.     The  rules 
were  few  and  simple,  and  officers  were  chosen  rather  more 
for  formality  than  for  any  honors  that  might  accrue  or  any 
arduous  duties  that  might  be  imposed.     No  one  was  to  retain 
an    office  more  than  three  months,  so  that  all,  officers    and 
others,  might  take  part  in  the   exercises  and  share  equally 
in  its  duties  and  honors,  such  as  they  were.      In  fact,  it  was 
a  strictly  democratic  institution  on  a  small  scale. 

The  society  was  called  "  The  Social  Lyceum,"  and  had  for 
its  objects  literary  and  social  improvement.  Its  exercises 
consisted  in  reading  selections  from  prose  and  poetry, 
original  compositions,  discussions,  conversation,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  social  faculties  generally.  At  some  of 
the  earlier  meetings  vocal  music  was  sometimes  introduced. 
Young  men  could  join  the  society  by  receiving  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  the  members  and  paying  into  the  treasury 
a  small  sum,  merely  to  defray  incidental  expenses.  Ladies 
could  become  members  by  receiving  a  two-thirds  vote  and 
subscribing    their  names  to  the  constitution. 

At  the  first  meeting,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Andrew  N.  Shepard,  President ;  Walter  M.  Brackett,  Vice- 
president  ;  Abijah  Thompson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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The  society  met  once  in  two  weeks,  and  tlie  meetings  were 
generally  held  at  private  dwellings,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  a  greater  degree  of  sociability,  and  also  to  keep 
the  expenses  within  moderate  limits.  The  details  and  writ- 
ten reports  of  the  society  are  not  now  accessible,  neither  are 
the  compositions,  of  which  quite  a  number  were  presented 
and  read  by  the  writers  or  by  the  presiding  officer.  They  all 
reflected  due  credit  on  the  authors,  especially  those  written 
by  the  ladies.  To  these  essays  the  society  listened  with 
great  interest. 

Notwithstanding  the  records  of  the  society  are  so  meagre, 
and  its  written  documents  cannot  be  produced,  this  much, 
at  least,  can  be  said:  a  good  many  valuable  selections  were 
read,  quite  a  number  of  interesting  compositions  were 
written,  and  a  few  subjects  discussed.  Among  the  latter 
were  the  following :  "  Was  the  invention  of  gunpowder 
a  blessing  to  mankind  ? "  "  Is  woman  in  her  proper 
sphere  when  actively  and  publicly  engaged  in  the  reforms 
of  the  day?" 

For  various  reasons  the  society  did  not  continue  in  exist- 
ence for  a  very  long  period,  certainly  not  over  a  year.  After 
the  novelty  of  the  affair  had  somewhat  worn  off,  and  some 
of  the  members  had  removed  from  town,  and  others  were 
removed  by  death,  the  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  society 
began  to  diminish,  and  the  attendance  became  quite  small. 
Finally  a  singing-school  was  opened  in  the  village,  which 
attracted  the  attention  of  most  of  the  members,  when  the 
meetings  were  discontinued,  and  the  society  came  to  an  end. 

But  notwithstanding  its  brief  existence,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  much  good  was  the  result  of  its  organization  in  various 
ways ;  chiefly,  perhaps,  in  forming  a  better  acquaintance 
with  each  other,  and  in  cultivating  literary  tastes  and  capaci- 
ties, which,  in  later  years  and  under  different  circumstances, 
produced  more  conspicuous  results ;  though  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  any  more  enjoyable  or  satisfactory. 
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The  following-  are  the  names  of  the  members  :  — 

Andrew  N.  Shepard.  Lydia  L.  Ilutchhison. 

Walter  M.  Brackett.  Eliza  A,  Hutchinson. 

Abijah  Thompson.  Lavinia  J.  Rogers. 

Samuel  B.  White,  Jr.  Rebecca  A.  Rogers. 

William  Henry  White.  Susan  F.  Whittemore. 

Benj.  H.  Shepard.  Maria  S.  Swan. 

Theodore  P.  Rogers.  Eliza  A.  Swan. 

Kanellum  \V'.  Baker.  Lucy  A.  Doane. 

Cynis  Blood.  Esther  B.  Newcomb. 

William  P.  Walker.  Luthera  Teele. 

George  R.  Starkey.  Martha  Wilder. 
Edward  A.  Fesssenden. 
Josiah  (Tilman. 
R.  F.  Knights. 

Mansfield. 

Parker. 


Winchester,  June  17,  1885. 


SAMUEL  B.  WHITE,  Ji; 


Mr.  Teel,  having  applied  for  membership,  writes  the 
following :  — 

'•'  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  August  26,  1846. 

"  To  the  Members  of  the  Society  for  Mutual  Improvement 
of  Young  Men,  —  Next  Friday  night  being  the  time  to  which 
you  adjourned  at  the  last  meeting  in  March,  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  attend,  but  I  will  write  a  line  to  you  to  let  you  know 
my  feelings  on  the  subject.  I  hope,  for  one,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  succeed  in  this  work  that  we  have  begun.  I  mean 
to  be  there  the  first  Friday  in  October,  and  I  will  try  to  do 
what  I  can  to  keep  it  up.  Keep  it  a-moving  ;  we  have  got 
hold,  and  let  us  keep  hold  and  never  let  go.  The  only  way 
we  can  get  along  is  to  persevere.  Never  mind  that  singing- 
school  ;  whoever  wants  to  attend  that  can  do  so  besides. 
We  have  a  long  winter  before  us  and  a  good  chance  for 
improvement  for  all  that  I  can  see,  and  as  for  any  changing 
of  the  constitution,  I  will  go  as  the  majority  says.  About 
a  library,  as  was   talked   of  by   some,  —  I   think  we   have 
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not  got  along  far  enough  for  that,  but  as  the  majority  goes 
I  will  go. 

"  Rouse  up,  ye  boys  of  South  Woburn,  and  put  a  sound 
in  every  corner  of  the  old  schoolhouse  that  shall  take  the 
shine  off  the  old  National  Theatre  itself ! 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"WARREN   TEEL.' 

Nearly  forty  years  afterward  Mr.  Teel,  having  been  written 
to  for  recollections  of  those  early  days  in  South  Woburn, 
wrote  the  following  letter:  — 

"Davenport,  Iowa,  March  30,  1885. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Thompson^  —  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-fifth 
instant  came  to  hand  last  Saturday,  and  contents  noted.  I 
wish  I  could  recall  what  you  desire  to  know  about  the  old 
events  that  transpired  in  the  long^  long  ago,  when  Winchester 
was  South  Woburn,  and  was  familiarly  called  Black  Horse 
Village.  But  as  I  grow  old  and  the  farther  end  of  the  '  long 
path  '  comes  in  sight,  the  events  that  transpired  in  dear  old 
Woburn  came  vividly  before  me,  and  Winchester  seems  all 
a  blank. 

"  Away  back  in  the  thirties  I  can  see  your  dear  old  father 
and  mother,  then  comparatively  young  people,  living  in  what 
was  to  me  a  palace,  on  Pleasant  Street,  near  the  General's.  I 
can  see  them  both,  and  you  and  Martha,  and  the  old  pew  in 
Father  Bennet's  church.  I  also  remember  the  very  day  you 
all  removed  to  South  Woburn,  having  been  preceded  by 
S.  S.  Richardson,  who  removed  fnnn  the  foot  of  Academy 
Hill. 

"  Perhaps  I  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  something  about 
these  new  events  in  old  South  Woburn  come  to  me.  I  shall 
have  what  you  want  to  know  upon  my  mind  the  next  few 
weeks,  and  if  anything  offers  to  me,  will  note  it  down  and 
send  to  you.     All  seems  a  blank  to  me  now.     John  Gilson, 
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machinist ;  Joe  Sharon,  woodworker  ;  a  Mr.  Adams,  Usher's 
son-in-law ;  Alvin  Taylor  ;  E.  A.  Brackett,  sculptor,  and  Dr. 
Piper  and  Warren  Teel  were  among  the  members  of  Dr. 
Youngman's  Society.  Witere,  when,  and  who  met  with  us,  I 
cannot  recall.  Still,  it  may  yet  come  to  me ;  if  it  does,  I  will 
let  you  know. 

"  If  my  dear  old  sister  Lucy  were  alive,  how  much  she 
could  tell  you  about  the  early  settlers  of  South  Woburn,  and 
Sol.  Fletcher.  A  history  of  South  Woburn  without  Solomon 
in  it  were  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  Hamlet  left  out. 

"  When  I  have  tried  to  think  of  something  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  about  what  you  want  to  know,  my  mind  comes 
right  whack  on  to  S.  S.  Richardson. 

"  I  have  a  good  anecdote  to  tell  about  him,  which  you 
might  insert  in  your  history.  It  is  a  funny  one.  Well,  I  will 
give  it  to  you  soon.  Truly  yours, 

''WARREN  TEEL." 

Since  receiving  the  above  letter,  Mr.  Teel  has  sent  us 
the  following 

REMINISCENCE. 

On  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  in  the  year  1835,  fifty 
years  ago,  the  first  car  conveying  passengers,  drawn  by  a 
locomotive  on  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad,  passed 
through  Black  Horse  Village  on  its  way  to  Lowell. 

Notice  had  previously  been  given  that  the  great  event 
was  to  take  place  on  old  "  election  day,"  which,  in  the  old 
time,  occurred  always  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May.  It 
was  an  occurrence  of  great  importance,  and  the  people, 
young  and  old,  along  the  route  from  Boston  to  Lowell, 
sjathered  to  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  see  this  new  wonder. 
I  was  then  a  lad  of  seven  years,  and,  with  the  otliers, 
gathered  at  the  cluni})  of  birches  just  below  the  old  mill  on 
the    Thomas  Richardson   place — the    old   mill  where  your 
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Mr.  Harrison  Parker  and  brother  Asa  used  to  cut  up 
mahogany.  All  "•'  Richardson  Row  "  was  there  ;  the  houses 
along  the  road  to  Reading,  .in  this  part  of  the  town, 
were  deserted ;  with  patience  they  waited  for  the  wonder 
to  appear.  That  you  may  know  how  little  was  their 
knowledge  about  railroading,  I  will  relate  an  incident  that 
occurred  while  waiting  for  the  train. 

For  a  small  boy  I  had  quite  an  engineering  turn  of  mind, 
and  for  days  I  had  pondered  over  this  scheme  of  running- 
wagons  on  a  rail  by  steam.  What  seemed  uppermost  in  my 
mind  was  how  thick  a  substance  could  be  successfully 
placed  upon  the  rail  without  incurring  an  accident  to  the 
train.  I  laid  awake  nearly  all  the  night  before,  revolving  in 
my  mind  what  I  might  put  on  the  rail  the  next  day  to  test 
the  experiment.  I  privately  concluded  that  an  old  Bungtown 
copper  cent  would  be  the  thing.  But,  alas,  how  few  mortals 
are  equal  to  the  situation  !  When  the  news  arrived  that  the 
cars  were  coming  in  sight  my  courage  failed,  but  not  until 
Col.  Samuel  White,  who  was  present  on  the  occasion,  had 
detected  me  in  trying  to  place  the  coin  on  the  rail,  where- 
upon he  roundly  rated  me  upon  my  hazardous  venture  ;  still, 
being  a  little  curious  himself,  he  compromised  the  matter  by 
loaning  me  an  old-fashioned  fourpence  half-penny  (6  1-4 
cents).  It  being  well  worn  and  very  thin,  he  thought  there 
would  not  be  much  risk,  so  I  boldly  marched  up  to  the 
track,  and,  before  all  the  crowd,  placed  it  upon  the  iron  rail, 
and  breathlessly  waited  for  the  huge  monster  to  come  along. 
Various  were  the  emotions  in  my  breast  those  few  moments. 
I  am  happy  to  state  that  remorse  overtook  the  Colonel  and 
myself  about  the  same  moment,  and  we  both  vied  with  each 
other  in  our  haste  to  remove  the  obstacle  from  the  track. 
After  having  accomplished  this  we  felt :  that  is,  I  did :  we 
were  good  enough  to  go  straight  to  heaven  if  we  died  that 
moment.  But  I  should  not  be  doing  the  Colonel  justice  if  I 
did  n't  now  state  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  was 
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the  first  to  remark  after  the  engine  and  car  passed :  "  Sho  I 
you  might  have  put  a  silver  doUar  on  tlie  rail  and  no  harm 
come  of  it '  '" 

This  was  half  a  century  ago.  Now,  here  on  these  Western 
prairies,  we  run  over  a  Texas  steer  and  don't  know  it  until 
the  bill  comes  for  damages  to  the  steer. 


Daveni^Ort,  Iowa,  April  10,  1885. 


WARKEN  TEEL. 


PARISH   RECORDS." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Village  in 
Woburn,  held  at  the  Wakefield  House,  May  12, 1840,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  importance  of 
forming  a  new  religious  society,  Mr.  Zachariah  Symmes,  2d, 
was  chosen  chairman,  and  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  secretary. 

The  subject  having  been  thoroughly  discussed,  it  was 
voted  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  new  religious  society,  to 
be  called  the  Woburn  South  Congregational  Society,  pro- 
vided a  sufficient  number  of  persons  can  be  obtained  to 
afford  a  good  prospect  of  success. 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Loring  Emerson,  and  Sumner 
Richardson  were  chosen  to  procure  names  in  addition  to 
those  present,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

May  19,  1840,  at  the  adjourned  meeting  the  committee 
reported  a  list  of  names  of  those  persons  who  wished  to 
become  members  of  said  society.  All  present  were  called 
upon  personally  to  answer  the  following  question :  Shall 
we  proceed  to  a  regular  organization  of  said  society  ?  All 
present  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Stephen  Cutter,  Stephen  Swan, 
Alvali  Hatch,  and  Sumner  Richardson  were   cliosen  a  com- 

1  Triinscribetl  from  vol.  i,  p.  1. 
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raittee  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  a  regular  organization 
of  said  society. 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

B.  F.  THOMPSON,   Secretary. 

PETITIONING   FOR   A    WARRANT. 

To  Col.  Leonard  Thomp.son,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for 
the  Counts/  of  Middlesex,  —  You  are  hereby  requested  to 
issue  a  warrant  for  a  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
South  Congregational  Society  in  Woburn,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  said  society  by  the  choice  of  officers,  and  other 
necessary  business,  namely  :  — 

To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  erect  a 
House  of  Worship,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to  procure 
necessary  Funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  building  a  Meet- 
ing-house and  other  expenses  of  said  Parish. 

To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  a  lot  of  land  to  locate 
the  Meeting-house  on,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  Musical  Instruments,  or 

do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same. 

BENJAJ^IIN  F.  THOMPSON;     ALVAH  HATCH, 
STEPHEN  SWAN,  SUMNER  RICHARDSON, 

STEPHEN   CUTTER, 

Petitioners. 

WARRANT   ON   THE  FOREGOING   APPLICATION. 

To  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  South 
Congregational  Parish  in  Woburn,  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex, —  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  members  of  said 
Parish  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the 
schoolhouse,  in  Ward  No.  6,  at  three  o'clock  p.  ini.,  on  Mon- 
day, the  first  day  of  June  next,  to  act  upon  the  following 
articles,  namely :  — 
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Article  1.  To  elect  all  such  officers  as  may  be  wanting 
to  serve  the  Parish  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  2.  To  see  what  measures  tlie  Parish  will  take  to 
erect  a  House  of  Worship,  or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Art.  3.  To  see  what  measures  the  Parish  will  take  to 
procure  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  build- 
ing a  Meeting-house  and  other  expenses  of  said  Parish. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  a  lot  of  land 
to  locate  the  Meeting-house  on,  or  do  anything  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Parish  will  procure  Musical  Instru- 
ments, or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  singing  in  said 
society. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by 
notifying  personally  every  member  qualified  to  vote  in  said 
Parish,  or  by  leaving  at  his  place  of  abode  a  notification 
expressing  the  time,  place,  and  purposes  of  said  meeting, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  same. 
Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  to  the  said  meeting  at  the  above  time  and 
place. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  and  dated  at  said  Woburn 
this  twenty-second  day  of  May,  a.d.  1840. 

LEONAED  THOMPSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Woburn,  June  1,  1840. 

Pursuant   to    the    within    warrant,    I   have    notified    and 

warned  all  the  members  of  said  Parisli,  qualified  by  law  to 

vote  in  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the  time   and  place,  and  for 

the  purposes  specified  in  said  warrant. 

BENJAJkim  F.  THOMPSON. 

Proceedings  at  a  meeting  for  the  organization  of  the  Wo- 
burn South  Congregational  Parish  and  the  transaction  of 
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other  business  June  1, 1840,  holden  in  the  schoolhouse  Ward 
No.  6. 

The  Petition,  warrant,  and  answer  to  the  warrant  were 
read  by  Col.  Leonard  Thompson,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

1.  The  vote  for  clerk  was  called  for  by  Col.  Leonard 
Thompson ;  and  Sumner  Richardson  was  chosen,  and  quali- 
fied by  taking  the  necessary  oath  before  the  chairman. 

2.  Zachariah  Symmes,  2d,  Moderator. 

3.  Voted  to  choose  a  Parish  Committee  of  three.  Chose 
Stephen  Cutter,  John  Fiske,  Harrison  Parker,  Committee. 

4.  Voted  to  choose  assessors  on  one  ballot.  Chose  Lor- 
ing  Emerson,  Joseph  Wyman,  Luther  Elliott,  Assessors. 

5.  Chose  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Treasurer. 

6.  Chose  Samuel  B.  White,  Collector. 

7.  Voted  to  choose  two  Auditors.  Chose  Nathan  B. 
Johnson,   Stephen    Symmes,  Auditors. 

8.  Voted  to  build  a  Meeting-house. 

9.  Voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  seven  to  build  the 
house.  Chose  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Stephen  Swan, 
Harrison  Parker,  Henry  Cutter,  Marshall  Wyman,  Nathan 
B.  Johnson,  Sumner  Richardson,  Committee. 

10.  Voted  that  those  persons  who  have  subscribed  for 
pews  be  requested  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  twenty-five  dollars 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July,  and  those  who  are  willing 
be  requested  to  pay  more. 

11.  Voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  hire  one  thou- 
sand dollars  and  give  his  note  in  behalf  of  the  parish. 

12.  Voted  that  the  Committee  build  such  a  house  as  they 
think  proper,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  including 
land  and  every  expense. 

13.  Voted  that  the  Building  Committee  be  authorized  to 
procure  a  lot  of  land  for  building  the  house  upon. 

14.  Voted  that  the  singing  be  referred  to  the  Parish 
Committee. 

15.  Voted  to  take  u[)  Article  3  again. 
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16.  Voted  to  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  the  parish  ma}' 
need  for  parish  purposes  b}^  subscription. 

17.  Voted  that  the  assessors  be  a  committee  to  procure 
the  above  subscriptions. 

Attest,  SU^mEE  RICHARDSON,  Parish  Clerk. 

Transcript  of  names  of  members  in    the  order  in  which 
they  stand  (voL  i,  pp.  4  and  5,  and  voh  ii,  pp.  350-353). 

Note.  — The  *  indicates  deceased  members.    This  designation  is  not  copied  from 
the  records,  but  supplied  from  information  obtained  while  the  article  is  in  press.  —  Ed. 


*Benjamhi  Franklin  Thompson. 
^Nathan  Brooks  Johnson. 

*  Joseph  Wyman. 
*Samuel  Symmes. 
*Isaac  Shattnck. 
*Marshall  Wyman. 
*Eli  Kendal], 

Stephen  Cutter. 
*Fraucis  Johnson. 
*Henry  Cutter. 
*Francis  Johnson,  Jr. 
*8tephen  Nichols,  2d. 
*Rei  Hills. 
*Alvah  Hatch. 
*Jesse  Richardson. 
*S.  Stanley  Wjanau. 
*John  H.  Coates. 

*  Job  A.  Davis. 
*Josiah  Stratton,  Jr. 

George  Sanderson. 

*  Samuel  Steele  Richai'dson. 
Oliver  Richardson  Clark. 

*  Stephen  Symmes. 
*Joseph  B.  Symmes. 
*Matthew  Griswold. 
*Horatio  Symmes. 

*  Jeremiah  Watson. 

*  Stephen  Swan. 
*John  Fisk, 


Andrew  Cutter. 
*Nathan  Jaquith. 

Harrison  Parker. 

John  G.  Richardson. 
*Isaiah  Reed,  Jr. 
*Luther  Elliott. 

*  Samuel  B.  White. 

*John  Hathaway  Richardson. 

*  George  Eaton. 
Sullivan  Cutter. 

*Zachariah  Symmes,  2d. 

Sumner  Richardson. 
*Johnson  Symmes. 
*Cal\-in  Richardson,  Jr. 

Gardner  Symmes. 

*  William  Pierce. 
John  Buxton. 
Stephen  H.  Richardson. 

*Caleb  Richardson. 
*Loring  Emerson. 

*  Jefferson  Ford. 
*Caleb  Richardson,  Jr. 
*Thomas  Richardson. 
*John  G.  Usher. 
*Charles  W.  Stevens. 

*  James  Bell. 
*John  Cutter. 

William  Richardson. 
Samuel  Smith. 
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*Putnain  Emerson. 
*Thoraas  Hutchiusou. 
*A.  W.  Goodell. 
*James  H.  Shepard. 

Stephen  Syninies,  Jr. 

Moses  C.  Greene. 

*  Samuel  Kendall. 

*  Thomas  Collins. 

*  Charles  Kussell. 
Stephen  H.  Cutter. 
Horace  Hatch. 
Salem  T.  AVard. 
Joseph  Symmes. 
Lucius  B.  Nutting. 

*John  Whittemore. 
*John  Aver. 
*Samuel  M.  Rice. 
*Francis  H.  Johnson. 
*Joseph  Hunnewell. 
*Cliarles  Pressey. 
Joseph  Huse. 

*  James  Bridge. 
John  N.  Randall. 

*Alvin  Taylor. 

John  C.  Worthen. 

John  A.  Cram. 

Charles  Hall. 
*W.  W.  B.  Lindley. 
*Peleg-  Lawrence. 

Isaac  Holmes  Kendall. 
*Richard  W.  Piper. 
*Zebadiah  Abbott. 
*Nathan  Blanchard. 
*William  A.  Dodge. 
*Joseph  B.  Blanchard. 

*  William  A.  Warren. 
A.  N.  Shepard. 
Charles  W.  Wilder. 
Luther  Richardson. 

*  James  T.  Langley. 
David  Youngman. 

*  Samuel  Kendall. 
Abijah  Thompson. 


Elizabeth  Richardson. 
*Phebe  Bell. 

*  Nancy  B.  Eaton. 
Lucy  Sellers. 

*Clarimond  Wyman  Pierce. 
Delia  Pierce. 

*  Hannah  Wyman. 
*Mary  Cutter. 
*Josiah  Walker. 

iSince  1850. 

Samuel  S.  Holton. 

Jonathan  Clark. 
*Abel  Houghton. 

Joseph  Stone. 

Edwin  A.  Fessenden. 
*Asa  Fletcher. 
*Alonzo  Chapin. 

Stephen  A.  Holt. 

James  R.  Bayley. 

J.  C.  Johnson. 
*Reubeu  T.  Robinson. 

Elmore  Johnson. 
*Josephus  Johnson. 

E.  W.  Clark. 

William  D.  Maxwell. 

John  T.  Manny. 

*  Joshua  Lane. 
Lemuel  Holton. 
Warren  Coffin. 
Alfi-ed  Norton. 
Samuel  B.  White,  Jr. 
Thomas  P.  Tenney. 

*S.  T.  Sanborn. 
*Abel  Green. 
*Phillip  Kelley. 
Robert  Crawford. 

*  Charles  Goddard. 
Henry  Stone. 
Edmund  Sanderson. 

*Alvan  Cheney. 
*J.  C.  Roberts. 
*A.  E.  Bates. 
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*David  Nelson  Skilling-s. 
*Thomas  V.  Holton. 

Stephen  Thomi^sou. 

Allan  F.  Boone. 

George  H.  Chapman,  Jr. 

Justin  Lawrence. 

Sylvester  G.  Pierce. 

A.  W.  Quimby. 

Daniel  W.  Kimball. 

Edward  H.  Rice. 
*James  II.  Prince. 

S.  B.  Pratt. 

Charles  O.  Shephai'd. 

W.  C.  Redfern. 

George  Rice. 

Thomas  Shepard. 

Levi  C.  Ela. 

Charles  F.  Lunt. 

Charles  E.  Conant. 
*H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Robei't  Cowdrey. 

Charles  W.  Underbill. 

Oliver  R.  Clark,  Jr. 

Joseph  H.  Tyler. 

M.  A.  Herrick. 

H.  F.  Clark. 
*Edwin  Lamson. 

James  F.  Dwinell. 

P.  W.  Swan. 

Leone  S.  Quimby. 

Warren  Johnson. 

Andrew  Allison. 

Edward  F.  Sanborn. 

Marcus  C.  Cook. 

I.  S.  Palmer. 

F.  W.  Prince. 

Henry  A.  Emerson. 

Benjamin  Bray. 

Henry  F.  Johnson. 

George  G.  Stratton. 

Wm.  P.  Greeley. 

Winchester,  June  27,  1885. 


Cyrus  W.  Blood. 
A.  E.  Rowe. 
Harrison  Parker,  2d. 
J.  W.  Hemingway. 
George  Cooke. 
John  S.  Richardson. 
A.  K.  P.  Joy. 
Edwin  Robinson. 
George  McDaniel. 
John  Winslow  Richardson. 
Warren  F.  Foster. 
Zenoni  A.  Richardson. 
J.  F.  Stratton, 
James  P.  Boutwell. 
J.  W.  Skillings. 
Eugene  Tappan. 
Arthur  Fletcher. 
Joseph  W.  Guernsey. 
Frank  M.  White. 
Edward  H,  Stone. 
Charles  E.  Redfern. 
Alfred  S.  Hall. 
Walter  V.  Smalley. 
E.  S.  Osgood. 
Benjamin  T.  Church. 
C.  H.  S.  Foster. 
Emmons  Hatch,  Jr. 
Preston  Pond. 
Alfred  C.  Vinton. 
George  E.  Rogers. 
Samuel  J.  Elder. 
Charles  Nelson  Dodge. 
John  Reed  Cobb. 
George  H.  Carter. 
Charles  E.  Swett. 
Samuel  Usher. 
William  H.  Herrick. 
Handel  Pond. 
Thomas  F.  West. 
George  D.  Rand. 
William  Ladd  Dodge. 
EDWARD   H.  RICE,  Parish  Clerk. 
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THE   CONGREGATIONAL   CHURCH    CHOIR.^ 

SOUTH   WOBURN,  1840-1853. 

The  Congregational  Society  at  South  Woburn  was  organ- 
ized May  19,  1840.  Its  house  of  worship  was  built  during 
the  same  year,  and  dedicated  the  last  day  but  one  of  the 
year,  December  30,  1840.  During  this  interval  religious 
services  were  held  generally  at  the  red  schoolhouse,  nearly 
opposite  the  j^resent  Baptist  Church,  and  the  preachers  were, 
for  the  most  part,  theological  students  from  Andover.  The 
Rev.  Luther  Wright,  of  Woburn,  called  "  Father  Wright," 
officiated  occasionally,  and^obtained  some  of  the  preachers. 

There  was  no  regularl}"  organized  choir  in  the  place  at 
that  time,  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  until  several  years  later. 
But  wherever  religious  services  are  held  singers  can  gen- 
erally be  found.  Such  was  the  case  at  that  time.  Quite 
a  number  of  persons  of  musical  tastes  and  talent  volun- 
teered their  services,  and,  meeting  frequently  for  practice 
and  rehearsal,  and  also  assisting  at  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary,  a  society,  containing  a  respectable  number  of 
good  singers  and  musicians,  soon  came  into  existence, 
formed,  as  such  societies  often  are,  from  the  exigencies  of 
the  case. 

On  the  Town  Records  of  Woburn,  under  date  of  1840, 
appears  a  petition  signed  by  B.  F.  Thompson,  Stephen 
Swan,  Stephen  Cutter,  Alvah  Hatch,  and  Sumner  Richard- 
son, embracing  the  following,  among  other  articles  desired 
to  be  inserted  in  a  warrant  for  a  public  meeting,  namely: 
"  To  see  if  the  Parish  would  purchase  musical  instruments, 
or  do  anything  in  relation  to  the  same,  for  the  South 
Congregational  Parish." 

I  This  paper  probably  contains  inaccuracies,  as  the  writer  had  no  memoranda  of 
any  kind,  but  was  obliged  to  trust  to  memory  in  relating  events  that  took  place 
many  years  ago.  He  takes  this  opportunity  to  express  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Stephen  H. 
Cutter  for  furnishing  important  facts  and  incidents  occurring  previous  to  1846.       D.  Y. 
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Mr.  Stephen  Cutter,  a  prominent  and  well-known  citizen 
of  South  Woburn,  had  for  many  years  led  the  singing  at 
social  and  religious  meetings  held  at  the  South  Parish :  and 
he  now  became  the  leader  of  this  recently  formed  choir,  after 
the  organization  of  the  new  society,  —  selecting  the  tunes, 
and  directing  the  music  with  his  violin.  He  performed  the 
same  duties  for  many  years  afterward,  whenever  the  regular 
chorister  was  absent.  With  such  a  record,  Mr.  Stephen 
Cutter,  who  still  survives  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  must  be  regarded  as  the  first  leader  and 
conductor  of  the  South  Woburn  Church  Choir. 

Mr.  Joseph  Gould,  a  citizen  of  the  place,  —  a  manufacturer 
at  Bacon's  Bridge,  and  a  man  of  fine  musical  taste,  —  had 
been  leader  of  the  choir  at  Woburn  for  a  year  or  two.  He 
taught  a  singing-school  in  1838-39,  in  the  hall  of  the  famous 
Black  Horse  Tavern ;  and  also  taught  another  the  following 
winter,  that  of  1839-40,  at  the  red  schoolhouse,  which  was 
attended  by  most  of  the  singers  residing  in  the  village,  some 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  his  choir  at  Woburn. 

Mr.  Gould  was  a  good  teacher  and  an  excellent  singer,  and 
under  his  direction  and  training  the  new  choir  made  special 
preparation  for  the  exercises  at  the  approaching  dedication ; 
and  when  that  day  arrived,  assisted  by  some  members  of  the 
celebrated  Peak  family  from  Medford,  and  other  musical 
artists  who  kindly  volunteered  their  assistance,  performed 
the  service  of  song  on  that  occasion  to  the  general  satisfac- 
tion of  the  large  audience. 

Mr.  Gould  was  now  employed  by  the  parish,  for  a  stipu- 
lated amount,  to  lead  the  choir  and  conduct  the  music  in  tlie 
new  church.  He  had  an  excellent  voice,  and  generally  sung 
the  tenor;  but,  if  occasion  required,  could  sing  the  soprano 
equally  well.  He  also  played  skilfully  on  the  violin,  with 
which  he  usually  accompanied  his  voice.  Possessing  such 
qualifications,  he  made  an  efficient  and  popular  leader,  and 
remained  in  that  capacity  for  two  years  — 1841  and    1842. 
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During  Mr.  Gould's  first  year  of  service  another  important 
event  occurred  that  should  not  be  omitted.  The  ordination 
of  the  first  settled  pastor,  the  Rev.  George  P.  Smith,  took 
place  June  17,  1841,  on  which  occasion  the  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Gould,  performed  the  musical  portion  of  the 
services,  and  fully  sustained  the  reputation  it  had  earned 
at  the  dedication,  six  months  previously. 

The  choir,  during  these  two  years,  consisted  of  about 
twenty  members.  Prominent  among  them  was  Miss  Almira 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Deacon  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  afterward 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Stephen  H.  Cutter.  She  was  the  leader  of 
the  soprano,  and  by  her  strong,  full  voice,  together  with  a 
requisite  degree  of  confidence,  sustained  her  part  and  gave 
strength  and  efficiency  to  the  whole  choir.  She  possessed, 
also,  what  is  essential  in  a  leading  singer,  promptness  and 
punctuality,  being  always  present  and  always  reliable.  She 
retained  this  prominent  and  responsible  position  in  the  choir 
for  many  years. 

Miss  Clara  Fisk,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Fisk,  afterward 
wife  of  Mr.  Waterman  Kimball  (now  Mrs.  Chandler,  and  a 
widow,  residing  in  Boston),  was  leader  of  the  alto.  She  had 
a  strong,  heavy  voice,  and  yet  it  was  pleasant  and  well 
adapted  to  the  singing  of  duets  and  solos.  She  sung  for 
about  three  years,  —  during  Mr.  Gould's  terms  of  service  and 
a  part  of  his  successor's,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  —  fully  sustaining 
her  part  during  that  time.  She  left  the  choir  in  1843, 
greatly  regretted. 

Mr.  John  Fisk,  a  resident  at  the  *•'  West  Side,"  had  been  a 
member  of  the  choir  at  Woburn  for  many  years.  He  had  a 
heavy  voice,  of  round,  full  tone,  and,  when  the  new  society 
was  formed,  became  the  recognized  leader  of  the  bass,  and 
continued  to  give  efficient  aid  and  encouragement  for  five  or 
six  years,  retiring  in  1846. 

Other  members  of  the  choir  (of  whom  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  further  than  mention  their  names)  were  as   follows : 
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Philip  Bryant,  Job  A.  Davis,  Francis  Johnson,  Jr.,  Alvah 
Hatch,  Eli  Kendall,  Andrew  N.  Shepard,  Charles  W.  Stevens, 
Salem  T.  Ward,  William  A.  Warren,  and  Walter  Wyman. 
The  ladies'  names  were  as  follows  :  Mrs.  Linda  (Richard- 
son) Buxton  ;  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  (Kendall)  Ward  ;  Mrs.  Nathan 
Jaquith,  Jr. ;  Miss  Adaline  A.  Cutter,  afterward  Mrs.  Charles 
Hall;  Miss  Nancy  Eaton,  afterward  Mrs.  J.  B.  Judkins ; 
Miss  Abigail  Richardson,  afterward  Mrs.  Josiah  Stratton, 
Jr.,  and  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Swan,  afterward  Mrs.  James  T. 
Langiey,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Smith. 

It^does  not  appear  that  there  were  many  musical  instru- 
ments in  the  choir  at  that  time  besides  the  leader's  violin 
and  that  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cutter.  Mr.  Waterman  Kimball 
played  the  violino,  or  double  bass  viol,  and  sometimes  the 
vioiin.     Mr.  Eli  Kendall  occasionally  played  the  violoncello 

or  single  bass. 

Mr.  Gould  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Asa  R.  Trowbridge,  of 
Newton,  who  was  employed  as  leader  in  1843.  He  was  a 
composer  and  teacher  of  music,  played  the  violin,  and  had  a 
good  tenor  voice.  He  taught  a  singing-school  in  the  vestry 
of  the  new  church  the  following  winter.  He  remained  leader 
of  the  choir  only  one  year,  but  during  that  time  a  large 
number  became  connected  with  it.  Besides  the  names  of 
the  original  members  already  given,  the  following  appear 
during  this  year:  — 

Stephen  H.  Cutter,  William  A.  Dodge,  Sylvanus  Elliot, 
John  S.  Fisher,  Charles  Hall,  Edward  F.  Kendall,  Isaac 
Holmes   Kendall,    Hatevil    K.    Stanton,  Alvin    Taylor,  and 

the  Hon.  B.  Frank  Whittemore. 

The  ladies'  names  were:  Mrs.  Samuel  W.  Twombly ;  Miss 

Eliza  J.  Kendall,  afterward  Mrs.  John  A.  Cram ;  Miss  Maria  S. 

Swan,    afterward   Mrs.    Abijah    Thompson;    Miss   Lucy   A. 

Doane,  afterward  Mrs.    Frederick    Beck ;    Miss    Harriet   N. 

Johnson,  and  the  Misses  Hutchinson. 

The  instrumental  music  at  this  time  was  somewhat  varia- 
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ble.  Mr.  Stephen  Cutter  continued  to  play  the  violin.  Mr. 
John  Buxton  had  succeeded  Mr.  Kimball  on  the  violino. 
Other  instruments  fell  into  line  as  opportunity  or  inclination 
dictated.  William  A.  Warren  sometimes  played  the  tenor 
trombone ;  Stephen  H.  Cutter,  Andrew  N.  Shepard,  and 
Isaac  Holmes  Kendall  played  the  flute.  Mr.  John  S.  Fisher 
played  the  violin,  and  sometimes  the  orchestral  serpent. 
The  ojihicleide,  bassoon,  clarinet,  and  bugle  were  heard 
occasionally  in  the  choir. 

During  the  year  1843,  the  choir  was  formally  and  regularly 
organized  ;  but  as  the  book  of  records  is  not  now  accessible, 
it  is  impossible  to  give  the  details,  or  even  the  names  of  the 
officers. 

Mr.  Pendergrass  succeeded  Mr.  Trowbridge  as  musical 
director  and  leader  of  the  choir  in  1844.  He  had  a  full, 
pleasant  tenor  voice,  and  was  accustomed  to  sing  songs  and 
solos  with  much  effect.  His  singing  of  "  The  Grave  of  Bona- 
parte "  is  still  remembered  with  great  pleasure.  Nothing  of 
special  note  occurred  during  this  year ;  and  the  choir 
remained  practically  the  same  as  it  had  been  for  two  or  three 
years,  although  some  of  the  original  members  began  to  drop 
off.  Mr.  Pendergrass  remained  only  one  year,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Alvin  Taylor  in  1845. 

When  the  wiiter  of  this  paper  settled  in  South  Woburn, 
March,  1846,  the  choir  was  composed  of  a  dozen  or  more 
members,  of  average  musical  talent ;  and  it  compared  very 
favorably  with  the  choirs  of  neighboring  parishes.  It  was 
led  by  Mr.  Alvin  Taylor,  who  was  also  leader  of  the  bass. 
He  was  a  very  good  singer,  accurate  and  reliable,  with  a 
good  voice  and  good  address,  and  he  made  an  acceptable 
leader  for  an  ordinary  country  choir. 

He  was  senior  partner  with  Mr.  Edmund  Sanderson,  and 
kept  what  was  called  a  "  country  store,"  in  the  building  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Holbrook.  Their  stare 
was  afterward  kept  in  "  Richardson's  Building,"  where  Mr. 
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Taylor  remained  till  his  death,  and  where  Mr.  Sanderson  still 
remains.  Mr.  Taylor  was  also  postmaster,  the  second  one, 
I  believe,  appointed  at  South  Woburn,  —  Dr.  Moses  C. 
Greene  being  the  first.  He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Winchester  for  three  years.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  very  worthy 
man,  rather  conservative,  of  correct  habits,  and  a  very 
useful  member  of  society.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life, 
of  consumption,  November  21,  1859. 

After  Mr.  Taylor's  term  of  service  as  chorister  expired,  in 
1846,  the  present  writer  was  engaged  as  leader  and  conductor 
of  the  choir,  and  was  paid  a  small  salary  by  the  parish.  He 
taught  a  singing-school  in  the  vestry  of  the  church  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  that  of  1846-47,  which  was  largely  attended  ; 
and  also  another  in  the  same  place  and  with  similar  success 
in  the  winter  of  1847-48.  He  continued  to  lead  the  choir 
for  about  six  years,  until  a  short  time  before  the  large  organ 
was  placed  in  the  church,  in  1852. 

During  those  years  several  important  events  occurred  that 
called  for  special  musical  exercises  on  the  part  of  the  choir. 
Prominent  among  them  was  the  installation  of  the  second 
settled  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  T.  Eustis,  Jr.,  which  took 
place  April  8,  1846 ;  and  the  ordination  of  the  third  settled 
pastor,  the  Rev.  John  M.  Steele,  August  10, 1848.  On  these 
occasions  the  choir  sustained  its  former  reputation  by  making 
appropriate  selections  and  performing  music  adapted  to,  and 
designed  for,  such  occasions.  The  services  at  the  ordination 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Steele  were  particularly  interesting  from 
the  preaching  of  the  sermon  by  the  venerable  president  of 
Dartmouth  College,  the  Rev.  Nathan  Lord,  d.d. 

The  following  persons  were  members  of  the  choir,  for 
longer  or  shorter  periods,  during  the  half-dozen  years  from 
1846  to  1852,  brief  notices  of  each  one  of  whom  will  be 
given  according  to  the  best  recollections  of  the  writer. 

Mr.  William  A.  Warren  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
choir  in  1846.    He  sung  on  the  bass,  and  had  a  good,  reliable 
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voice.  He  was  a  currier  by  trade,  and  a  very  worthy  man. 
He  left  town  in  1870,  removing  to  Lunenburg,  where  he 
still  resides. 

Mr.  Andrew  N.  Shepard  was  another  reliable  bass  singer. 
He  was  also  a  currier  by  trade,  and  lived  in  town  till 
1881,  when  he  removed,  and  now  resides  in  Nashua,  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  Salem  T.  Ward,  who  still  resides  in  town,  was  also  a 
conspicuous  member  of  the  choir,  singing  also  on  the  bass. 

There  were  also  the  brothers  Kendall,  Edward  F.  and 
Isaac  Holmes,  who,  if  not  so  celebrated  as  their  namesakes, 
the  famous  "  Ned "  and  "  Jim  "  of  the  old  Boston  Brass 
Band,  yet  filled  important  places  in  our  choir.  Edward  F. 
had  a  full,  heavy  bass  voice,  and  added  much  to  the  strength 
of  that  part.  He  left  town  in  1858,  and  lived  about  two 
years  in  Portland,  Maine,  when  he  removed  to  Mobile, 
Alabama,  in  1860.  He  came  North  during  the  war,  and 
afterward  returned  to  Alabama,  where  he  now  resides. 

Isaac  Holmes  Kendall  sung  also  on  the  bass,  and  some- 
times played  the  flute.  He  still  resides  in  town,  and  is 
employed  at  the  pianoforte  manufactory  of  Cowdrey,  Cobb, 
Nichols  &  Company.  He  has  been  for  many  years,  and 
still  is,  the  efficient  and  popular  sexton  cf  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Their  father,  Eli  Kendall,  sung  in  the  choir  occasionally. 
He  had  previously,  for  a  short  time,  played  the  violoncello. 
He  was  a  practical  musician,  and  had  been  a  manufacturer 
of  melodeons  and  other  musical  instruments.  He  died  in 
1860. 

Mr.  Asa  Fletcher  joined  the  choir  in  1845  or  1846,  and 
sung  till  1864.  He  was  a  good  tenor  singer,  and  quite 
regular  in  his  attendance.     He  died  November  17,  1880. 

Mr.  Michael  McClary  Steele,  a  brother  of  the  pastor,  sung 
in  the  choir  for  a  year  or  two.  He  had  a  good  tenor  voice, 
and,  had  he  made  vocal  music  a  specialty  under  the   direc- 


The  Congregatiimal  Church  Choir.  301 

tioii  of  modern  instructors,  would  doubtless  have  become 
a  distinguished  singer.  He  now  resides  at  Epsom,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  old  McClary  estate. 

Mr.  Josiah  Hovey  joined  the  choir  in  1849,  and  sung  about 
two  years,  when,  at  tlie  organization  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
he  left  and  identified  himself  with  the  choir  of  that  society. 
He  became  its  leader,  and  remained  in  that  capacity  about 
eleven  years.  He  was  a  good  bass  singer,  and  made  an 
efficient  and  popular  leader. 

In  1856  he  purchased  the  apothecary-store  of  the  present 
writer,  and  continued  the  business  about  nine  years,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Mr.  George  P.  Brown,  and  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing a  preparation  for  the  hair,  in  which  he  was  quite 
successful.  After  Mr.  Brown  built  his  new  store,  in  1880, 
Mr.  Hovey  reopened  the  original  one  in  Lyceum  Building, 
where  he  still  remains  engaged  in  his  legitimate  business. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  elected  town  clerk  for  nine  consecutive 
years,  from  1856  to  1864  inclusive.  He  was  also  appointed 
postmaster  in  1866,  and  held  the  office  about  five  years. 

Nor  must  I  omit  to  mention  another  important  and  rather 
conspicuous  member  who  sung  with  us  for  several  years. 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Smith,  having  purchased  a  summer  residence 
on  Church  Street,  came  to  South  Woburn  in  1847  or  1848. 
Though  past  middle  age,  Mr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  men.  He  was  an  old-fashioned  tenor  singer, 
and  his  cheerful  presence  was  always  inspiring  and  encour- 
aging. He  was  particularl}^  interested  in  stenography,  and 
would  sit  with  his  tablets  and  take  down  the  entire  sermon 
in  shorthand. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  patron  of  art  and  music ;  was  a  member 
of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society.  Upon  the  advent  of 
Jenny  Lind,  he  was  a  large  purchaser  of  tickets  for  the 
mere  encouragement  of  song.  Mr.  Smith  was  wealthy  and 
quite  liberal,  though  in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  manner.  I 
am    told    that    he    was    one    of   a   number  who   contributed 
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81,000  each  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Webster.  He  was, 
withal,  somewhat  peculiar  and  eccentric.  He  once  said  to 
me:  "  I  never  let  my  left  hand  know  what  my  right  hand 
does."  After  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  in  1854,  a  fine 
tower  clock  was  presented  to  the  society  from  some  unknown 
friend.  It  afterward  transpired  that  it  was  given  by  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Smith.  The  extent  of  his  private  charities  may 
never  be  known.  He  was  always  silently  giving  and  quietly 
relieving  the  aged  and  the  poor.  He  died  in  Boston,  in 
1864. 

Of  the  ladies,  Mrs.  Almira  (Johnson)  Cutter,  wlio  had 
been  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  faithful  members  of 
the  choir  from  the  beginning,  still  retained  that  responsible 
position,  and  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  soprano. 
She  fully  sustained  her  part,  and  remained,  giving  efficient 
aid  and  strength  to  the  choir,  during  most  of  the  time  the 
present  writer  had  charge  of  it.  In  the  summer  of  1849 
she  left,  temporarily,  on  account  of  illness,  and  did  not 
return  till  the  autumn  of  1852,  at  the  introduction  of  the 
new  church  organ.  She  then  resumed  her  former  prominent 
place  in  the  choir,  and  remained  about  fifteen  years  longer, 
making  a  combined  term  of  service  of  nearly  twenty-five 
years,  —  a  term  longer  than  that  of  any  other  member  of 
the  choir,  excepting  her  father-in-law,  Mr.  Stephen  Cutter. 
During  all  those  years  she  gave  her  valuable  services  to  the 
choir,  and  aided  and  encouraged  it  on  all  occasions  by  her 
commanding  voice  and  presence,  until  she  finally  retired  in 
1868,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  singers  and  the  entire 
congregation.     She  died  October  5,  1881. 

Miss  Lucy  A.  Doane  was  leader  of  the  alto  at  that  time. 
She  joined  the  choir  in  1843,  at  quite  an  early  age,  and 
remained  about  four  years,  leaving  it  at  the  close  of  1846. 
She  had  a  remarkably  fine  mezzo-soprano  voice,  and  became 
distinguished  as  a  vocalist  in  later  years.  After  removing 
to   Boston,  she  was  first  a  pupil  of  the  famous  Dr.  Lowell 
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Mason,  and  sung  in  his  choirs  for  some  time.  She  afterward 
became  a  pupil  of  that  "  sterling  artist  and  sweet  tenor 
singer,"  August  Kreissmann,  and  assisted  in  the  perform- 
ance of  Handel's  "  Alexander's  Feast,"  in  the  spring  of  1849, 
the  first  time  the  piece  was  performed  in  America,  under  the 
direction  of  the  celebrated  George  James  Webb.  She  sung 
several  years  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coolidge's  church,  on  Harrison 
Avenue,  and  about  five  years  at  Dr.  E.  E.  Hale's,  on  Union 
Park  Street.  In  1859  she  married  Mr.  Frederick  Beck,  now 
treasurer  of  a  copper  company.  No.  68  Devonshire  Street, 
Boston,  and  resides  in  Brookline. 

Miss  Harriet  Newell  Johnson,  a  younger  sister  of  Mrs. 
Stephen  H.  Cutter,  had  joined  the  choir  in  1843  or  1844, 
and  continued  to  give  valuable  aid  by  singing  the  alto.  She 
became  leader  of  that  part  after  the  departure  of  Miss 
Doane.  She  had  a  very  fine  alto  voice,  and  though  not 
particularly  strong  or  full,  it  was  sweet  and  pleasant,  and, 
had  she  lived,  would  doubtless  have  become  a  superior 
singer.  But  failing  health  com})elled  her  to  leave  the 
choir  in  1856,  and  she  died  of  consumption,  September  23, 
1858. 

Miss  Abigail  Richardson,  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  choir,  still  remained,  a  valuable  and  reliable  soprano 
singer.  In  1848  she  married  Mr.  Josiah  Stratton,  Jr.,  and 
is  now  a  widow,  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 

There  were  also  the  sisters  Hutchinson,  one  of  whom, 
Lydia  L.,  married  Cyrus  W.  Blood,  and  another,  Elizabeth  C, 
married  Varnum  P.  Locke,  and  both  still  reside  in  town. 
The  Hutchinsons  were  a  family  of  singers ;  and  if  not  so 
celebrated  as  their  famous  namesakes  of  New  Hampshire, 
they  deserve  to  be  noticed  in  the  reminiscences  of  the  town. 
The  family  was  frequently  invaded  by  death,  one  after 
another  being  cut  off  prematurely  by  that  fatal  scourge  of 
New  England  —  consumption. 

Miss  Ellen  M.  Burnham,  afterward  Mrs.  Aaron  D.  Weld, 
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joined  the  choir  in  1848,  and  sung  about  four  years.  She 
had  a  full-toned  average  alto  voice,  and  sung  that  part  with 
confidence  and  efficiency.  After  the  formation  of  the  Bap- 
tist Society  she  left  our  church  and  united  with  that  in  1857. 
Her  husband,  Mr.  Weld,  died  in  the  army,  at  New  Orleans, 
in  1862.    .She  remains  a  widow,  and  still  resides  in  town. 

Her  sister.  Miss  Annie  Burnham,  afterward  Mrs.  Rev. 
John  M.  Steele,  and  now  Mrs.  Henry  Johnson,  of  Lynn, 
sung  the  soprano  in  our  choir  for  a  short  time. 

Miss  Susan  Warland,  now  Mrs.  Caleb  Winchester,  of 
Peabody,  sung  the  alto  for  some  time,  together  with  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Burnham. 

The  Misses  Swan,  already  mentioned,  still  remained  mem- 
bers of  the  choir  ;  and  if  not  so  frequently  seen  in  their  places 
as  some  others,  they  were  none  the  less  welcome. 

Mrs.  Salem  T.  Ward  also  continued  to  be  a  constant  and 
valuable  member. 

The  following  ladies  joined  the  choir  between  1847  and 
1851 :  Miss  Lavina  Rogers,  now  Mrs.  Sylvanus  Elliot ; 
Miss  Nancy  W.  Cutter,  now  Mrs.  Stephen  A.  Holt ;  Miss 
Martha  J.  Alden,  now  Mrs.  J.  T.  Beers  ;  Miss  Susan  F. 
Whittemore,  who  removed  from  town  and  afterward  married, 
and  now  lives  in  Newburyport ;  Miss  Martha  D.  Wilder, 
who  died  in  early  life,  of  consumption,  and  Miss  Amanda 
Kimball,  who  also  died  quite  young. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Steele,  sister  of  the  pastor,  became  a  member 
of  the  choir  in  1849,  and  sung  two  or  three  years.  She  had  a 
strong,  full,  alto  voice,  and  was  leader  of  that  part  most  of  the 
time  she  remained.  She  also  played  the  organ  occasionally, 
in  the  absence  of  the  regular  organist.  After  the  formation 
of  the  Baptist  Society,  she  sung  for  a  while  in  the  choir  of 
that  church.  In  1855  she  married  Mr.  J.  Lincoln  Bangs,  a 
flour  merchant  living  in  Cambridge  and  doing  business  on 
Long  Wharf,  Boston.  About  three  years  afterward  they 
removed  to  Montreal,  where  they  resided  twenty-one  years. 
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During  a  part  of  tliat  time  Mrs.  Bangs  sung  in  tlie  choir  of 
the  Church  of  the  Messiah.  Her  husband  died  about  five 
years  ago.     She  now  resides  in  Cambridge. 

Miss  Martha  J.  Alden  joined  the  choir  in  1850,  and 
remained  about  one  year.  She  had  a  full,  strong,  alto  voice, 
v^ith  a  mezzo  quality.  She  went  to  Boston,  and  in  a  few 
years  became  noted  as  a  quartette '  singer.  She  became  a 
pupil  of  several  musical  artists  of  distinction,  and  sung  three 
years  at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fuller's  church,  on  Hanover  Street, 
and  then  two  years  at  Park-street  Church.  She  afterward 
became  a  pupil  of  the  celebrated  August  Kreissmann,  and  sung 
five  years  at  Dr.  Hale's  church.  She  also  sung  five  years 
at  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Brookline,  and  from  one  to  two 
years  each  at  several  other  churches,  making  an  aggregate 
of  over  twenty  j^ears  as  a  quartette  choir-singer.  In  1860 
she  married  Mr.  Jacob  T.  Beers,  and  still  resides  in 
Boston. 

The  musical  instruments,  though  not  numerous  or  espe- 
cially conspicuous,  were  very  well  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber and  capacity  of  the  choir.  Mr.  John  Buxton  continued 
to  play  the  violino,  thus  giving  ample  support  and  efficiency 
to  the  bass.  He  still  resides  in  town,  and  is  employed  at 
the  furniture  manufactory  of  S.  C.  Small  &  Co.,  Nos.  71  and 
73  Portland  Street,  Boston. 

Mr.  Stephen  Cutter  continued  to  play  the  violin  ;  and 
although  he  did  not  attempt  to  vie  with  Ole  Bull,  he  yet 
played  our  simple  church  tunes  as  well,  perhaps,  as  that  cele- 
brated artist  would  have  done.  He  had  ever  manifested 
great  interest  in  the  choir,  was  always  in  his  place,  and  con- 
tinued for  many  years  the  acknowledged  leader  at  evening 
and  other  services,  in  the  absence  of  the  chorister. 

Mr.  Stephen  H.  Cutter,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  and 
H.  Cutter  «Sc  Co.,  played  the  flute,  and  blended  its  sweet 
notes  harmoniously  with  his  father's  violin  and  Mr.  Buxton's 
heavier  violino.     Like   his   father   and   his   wife,    he    could 
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always  be  relied  on,  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  on  all 
occasions. 

Mr.  Andrew  N.  Shepard  and  Mr.  Isaac  Holmes  Kendall 
each  played  the  flute  occasionally,  and  thus  gave  additional 
strength  and  variety  to  the  orchestra. 

After  the  reconstruction  of  the  church,  in  1850  and  1851, 
a  small  parlor  pipe-organ  was  placed  in  the  gallery,  and 
Mr.  James  A.  Woodbury,  the  machinist  and  inventor,  was 
employed  for  a  short  time  as  organist.  His  melodious  and 
tasteful  interludes  are  still  remembered  with  pleasure  by 
many  who  heard  them  thirty-five  years  ago.  Mrs.  James  A. 
Woodbury  also,  for  the  time  being,  gave  us  the  valuable  aid 
of  her  fine  soprano  voice,  which  efficiently  strengthened  and 
encouraged  the  whole  choir. 

At  the  time  the  small  organ  was  introduced,  Mrs.  Deacon 
Zebediah  Abbott  became  a  member  of  the  choir  and  the 
leader  of  the  soprano.  She  remained  till  the  large  organ  was 
placed  in  the  church,  in  1852.  She  had  a  strong,  musical 
voice,  and  made  a  very  excellent  soprano  leader. 

After  Mr.  Woodbury  left,  Mr.  Francis  Hazeltine,  from 
Chester,  N.  H.,  played  the  small  organ,  and  led  the  choir 
for  a  year  or  so.  He  was  a  teacher  of  music  by  profession, 
and  made  a  very  good  conductor. 

In  1852  a  fine  organ,  built  by  Messrs.  Simmons  & 
Mclntier,  was  placed  in  the  church ;  and  Mr.  James  C. 
Johnson,  who  had  recently  removed  from  Boston  and  settled 
in  town,  was  engaged  as  organist  and  musical  director.  He 
continued  his  services  in  that  capacity,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  choir  and  parish,  for  more  than  seventeen  years. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  Mr.  Johnson  "will  soon  con- 
tribute a  paper,  giving  his  reminiscences  of  the  choir  during 
the  time  he  had  charge  of  it,  thus  furnishing  a  complete  and 
continuous  history  from  its  commencement  to  the  present. 

DAVID  YOUNGMAN. 
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THE   ANXIOUS  SEAT. 

[From  the  Woburn  Guide  Post.^ 

Gayly  the  choir  began  to  sing 

In  the  church  of  Fountain  Street, 
As  a  stranger  beau 
Essayed  to  know 

If  he  could  find  a  seat. 
In  vain  he  cast  his  eyes  around ; 

No  sexton  crossed  his  path. 
No  empty  pew  therein  he  found, 

And  he  thought  of  turning  back. 
In  vain  he  sought,  that  anxious  beau, 
Through  all  the  galleries  and  below; 
He  stood  a  sad,  unseated  thing. 
And  now  the  choir  had  ceased  to  sing. 

Young  blooming  converts  filled  the  air 
With  sighs  and  glances  sweet ; 
And  he  edged  his  way, 
As  they  rose  to  pray, 
Up  to  the  anxious  seat. 
A  sister  fair,  in  robe  of  white. 

The  stranger  came  to  greet  — 

She  asked  him  if  he  'd  ''  found  a  hope," 

And  ofiered  him  a  seat. 

<'  Oh,  lady  fair!  "  the  stranger  cried, 

"No  hope  is  mine,  save  at  thy  side ; 

Give  me  a  place,  then.  I  entreat, 

Beside  thee  on  the  anxious  seat." 

A  kerchief  to  his  eyes  he  pressed. 
In  deep  concern  of  mind 
She  asked  to  know 
If  the  stranger  beau 
Was  **  seriously  inclined." 
No  word  he  said  —  she  raised  her  head — 

And  lo!  she  wept  alone  — 
Her  'broidered  kerchief,  edged  with  lace, 
And  the  anxious  beau  were  gone ! 
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Now,  when  she  lures  with  glances  sweet 
Pale  strangers  to  tlie  anxious  seat, 
She  eyes  them  with  a  cautious  gaze. 
And  always  watches  while  she  prays. 
April  2U,  1847. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

December  10,  1846. 
Levee  and  Sale.  —  The  Female  Emancipation  Society 
of  South  Woburn  intend  holding  a  levee  and  sale  on  Tues- 
day, December  15,  in  the  vestry  of  Rev.  Mr.  Eustis's  church, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  money  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  Canada  Mission.  We  are  informed  that  the  Marion 
Band  have  kindly  volunteered  their  services,  and  that  in 
addition  there  will  be  songs  and  glees  to  contribute  to  the 
occasion.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  A.  Taylor  &  Co.'s 
store,  South  Woburn,  and  at  the  door:  price  of  single 
tickets,  twelve  and  one-half  cents ;  family  tickets,  twenty- 
five  cents  each.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  friend  of  the 
slave  to  coiitribute  to  his  comfort,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
derive  other  pleasure  besides  that  which  a  sense  of  having 
done  good  will  furnish. 

October  15,  1846. 
Chestnut  Posts.  —  Five  hundred  prime  chestnut  posts, 
for  sale  by  A.  N.  Shepard,  South  Woburn. 

February  11,  1847. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  I  have  sold  to  my  son,  Samuel 

H.  Davis,  Jr.,  his  time  from  and  after  this  day,  and  that  I 

shall  henceforth  claim  none  of  his    earnings   nor   pay  any 

debts  of  his  contracting. 

SAMUEL   H.   DAVIS. 
WOBUKN,  February  1,  1847. 
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messenger's  notice. 

March  4,  1847. 

Middlesex,  ss. — Notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  warrant 
has  been  duly  issued  by  S.  P.  P.  Fay,  Esq.,  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, a  Master  in  Chancery  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  against  the  estate  of  Ira  L.  Gove,  of  Woburn, 
cabinet-maker,  an  insolvent  debtor ;  and  the  payment  of  any 
debts  or  the  delivery  of  any  property  by  him  are  forbidden 
by  law.  A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  insolvent 
will  be  holden  at  the  Probate  Office,  in  the  City  of 
Cambridge,  in  said  county,  on  the  eighth  tlay  of  March 
next,  at  ten  o'clock  A.M.,  for  the  proof  of  debts  and  the 
choice  of  one  or  more  assignees  to  said  estate. 

ALBERT  THOMPSON,  Messenger. 
WoiURN,  March  5,  1847. 


accidents. 

October  1,  1846. 
A  sad  accident  occurred  last  week  at  South  Woburn.  Mr. 
Josiah  Symmes,  who  was  engaged  in  excavating  a  well  on 
his  grounds,  having  occasion  to  descend  into  it,  to  adjust 
some  stones  at  the  bottom,  was  buried  beneath  several  feet 
of  earth,  which,  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  curb,  fell  in 
upon  him.  Three  hours  elapsed  before  any  direct  efforts 
could  be  made  to  extricate  him,  and  eighteen  before  he  was 
got  out.     He  left  a  wife  and  child. 

December  10,  1846. 
Railroad  Accident.  —  Just  after  the  last  train  for 
Woburn  had  left  the  depot  at  South  Woburn,  but  before 
it  had  got  much  speed  on,  the  engine  ran  off  the  track, 
dragging  with  it  the  tender  and  one  of  the  passenger-cars 
half-way,  in  consequence  of  the  switch  being  wrong.  No 
one  was  injured. 
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OUR   VILLAGE   BELL. 

BY   B.    H.    STANTON. 

I  HEAR  its  voice  move  softly  throngli 

Tlie  silent  night, 
When  talking  to  itself  of  the  flight 
Of  time,  and  how  it  ever  flew! 
To  careless  ears  its  words  ne'er  change; 

But  O  how  strange 
Their  meaning  to  my  own;  its  chime, 
The  heart-beat  of  expiring  time! 

And  when  the  holy  Sabbath  conies, 

In  solemn  mood, 
To  lead  our  thoughts  from  earth  to  God, 
I  hear  its  voice  of  silv'ry  chimes 
Float  thi'ough  the  air.    It  seems  to  say: 

'■'  Come  up  and  pray, 
That  every  heart  may  know  its  God; 
And  knowing,  bend  and  kiss  His  rod !  " 

When  death's  hand  seals  another  soul. 

Its  iron  tongue 
Between  its  iron  lips  is  swung 
To  soothe  us  with  its  solemn  roll! 
Oh,  may  its  sympathetic  toll 

Upon  my  soul 
Ever  vibrate,  with  a  melancholy  swelling- 
Of  the  eternal  city  evei'  telling! 


Winchester,  May  12,  1869. 


TOWN   CLERKS. 

1.  Dr.  David  Youngman,  1850-55. 

2.  Josiah  Hovey,  1856-64. 

3.  George  P.  Brown,  1865-72. 

4.  Warren  F.  Foster,  1873-82. 

5.  George  W.  Spurr,  1883- 
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TOWN   HISTORY. 

SOME    PEELIMINARY    MEASURES    FOR    THE    ORGANIZATION 
OF   THE   NEW    TOWN.^ 

At  a  meeting  of  citizens  residing  in  South  Woburn, 
December  17,  1849,  a  committee  of  eight  persons  was  chosen 
to  obtain  a  list  of  names  by  which  to  designate  the  contem- 
plated town,  and  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting. 

Chose :  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  John  A.  Bolles,  Harrison 
Parker,  Samuel  B.  White,  Samuel  S.  Richardson,  Francis 
Johnson,  Josiah  Hovey,  and  Charles  Pressey. 

December  24,  1849.  The  above  committee  made  the 
following  report :  — 

Since  the  appointment  of  your  committee,  circumstances 
have  occurred  (of  a  character  which  renders  it  improper  for 
us  to  do  more  than  allude  to  them)  which  induce  us,  instead 
of  reporting  a  list  of  names,  to  recommend  that  a  committee 
be  chosen  who  shall  be  empowered  to  decide  upon  a  name, 
and  insert  it  in  the  petition  to  the  Legislature.  These  cir- 
cumstances are  both  personal  and  pecuniary,  and  promise  to 
be  of  material  importance  to  the  welfare  and  conyenience  of 
the  new  town  a^d  its  citizens. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee,  BENJAMIN  F.  THOIVIPSON. 

On  motion,  Voted,  That  this  report  be  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  report  six  names  forthwith.  Voted,  That 
Frederick  O.  Prince  be  added  to  the  committee. 

After  a  short  deliberation,  the  committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing names:  Appelton,  Avon,  Channing,  Water ville,  Win- 
chester, Winthrop. 

Voted,  To  instruct  the  committee  of  three,  who  were 
chosen  at  a  previous  meeting  to  present  the   petition  to  the 

'  From  the  minutes  of  the  secretary  of  the  several  meetings  held  for  this  object. 
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Leo-islatuie,  to  select  one  of  the  above  six  names  and   insert 
the  same  in  the  petition. 

The  committee  reported  the  name  of  Winchester^  and  the 
same  was  adopted. 

At  the  meeting  February  14, 1850,  a  committee  was  chosen 
to  confer  with  any  committee  that  may  be  cliosen  by  the 
town  of  Woburn  in  regard  to  the  division  line  between 
Woburn  and  the  proposed  new  town. 

Chose :  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  Sumner  Richardson,  and 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 

A  committee  of  four  was  chosen  to  invite  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Towns  to  visit  the  proposed  new  town,  and  to 
entertain  them  in  a  suitable  manner. 

Chose  :  Charles  Mclntire,  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  John  A. 
Bolles,  Oliver  R.  Clark. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  1850,  an  order  of 
notice  was  served  upon  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woburn  to 
call  a  town  meeting  to  see  what  action  the  town  would 
take  upon  the  petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others;  and  the 
following  record  of  that  meeting  is  copied  from  tlie  Woburn 
Town  Records  by  Mr.  Nathan  Wyman,  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Woburn  :  — 

"  At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Woburn  holden  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Thurs(f^y  the  7th  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1850,  the  following  votes  were  passed, 
namely :  — 

"  1.     Chose  William  T.  Grammar,  Moderator. 

"  2.  Voted,  That  the  town  is  willing  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  should  be  granted  on  just  and  equitable 
terms,  said  terms  to  be  agreed  upon  by  a  committee  mutually 
chosen  from  each  part  of  the  town,  and  they  to  report  at  an 
adjourned  meeting. 

"  Voted,  That  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to 
nominate  a  committee  of  six. 

"  The  chair  appointed  Bowen  Buckraan,  Stephen  Nichols, 
Zachariah  Richardson,  Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  Dana  Fay. 
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"•  Voted,  To  sustain  the  nomination  of  the  chair.  And 
they  reported  the  names  of  the  committee  as  follows : 
Cyrus  Thompson,  Bartholemew  Richardson,  Horace  Conn, 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  Nathan  B.  Johnson,  and  Sumner 
Richardson. 

"  Voted,  To  accept  the  report. 

"  Voted,  That  when  we  adjourn  this  meeting  we  adjourn 
till  2  P.M.  next  Thursday. 

"  Voted,  To  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  we  voted  to 
choose  a  committee  of  conference. 

"  Voted,  To  dissolve  this  meeting. 

"  A  true  Record. 

"  NATHAN  WYMAN,  Jr.,  Toivn  Clerk." 

A  true  copy  from  the  Town  Records  of  the  Town  of  Wo- 
burn,  vol.  xvi,  p.  87. 

Attest,  NATHAN  WYIVIAN,  Jr., 

Toivn  Clerk  of  Woburn. 

The  foregoing  copy  of  the  record  fails  to  give  a  correct 
idea  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  that  meeting,  hence 
the  following  particulars  ^  are  furnished  to  supply  the 
deficiency :  — 

At  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Oliver  R.  Clark 
offered  a  resolution  in  these  words,  namely :  "  Voted,  That  the 
town  is  willing  that  the'  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted." 
This  was  discussed  very  fully,  fairly,  and  calmly  by  Messrs. 
Oliver  R.  Clark,  John  A.  Bolles,  Benjamin  F.  Thompson, 
L.  P.  Davis,  and  Jesse  Mann,  in  the  affirmative,  and  in  the 
negative  by  Messrs.  Horace  Conn,  Cyrus  Thompson,  John 
Tidd,  Albert  Thompson,  Bartholomew  Richardson,  John 
Cummings,  Stephen  Nichols,  Jr.,  and  N.  A.  Richardson. 

An  amendment  was  added  by  Mr.  Clark  himself  in  these 
words :  "  Upon  just  and  equitable  terms,  said  terms  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  a  committee  to  be  chosen  from  each  part 

1  From  secretary's  records. 
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of  the  town,  who  shall  report  at  an  adjourned  meeting." 
With  this  amendment  the  vote  was  passed  with  great 
harmony,  and  the  chairman  was  directed  to  appoint,  and  did 
appoint,  five  gentlemen  to  retire  and  nominate  a  committee 
of  six  in  pursuance  of  Mr.  Clark's  resolution. 

While  the  nominating  committee  was  out  the  time  arrived 
for  the  departure  of  the  last  railroad  train  for  South  Woburn, 
and  many  of  the  South  Woburn  voters,  who  had  attended 
the  meeting  in  large  numbers,  departed  for  their  homes. 

After  they  had  gone  and  before  the  nominating  committee 
made  their  report,  Mr.  Horace  Conn  moved  that  a  committee 
be  raised  to  appear  before  the  Legislative  Committee  and 
oppose  the  petition.  The  chairman,  after  some  exciting- 
debate,  decided  that  the  motion  was  out  of  order.  It  proved 
to  be  the  signal  of  a  course  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
meeting  alike  ■  dishonorable  and  disorderly.  The  nominat- 
ing committee  reported  the  committee  of  six  for  the  con- 
ference, and  their  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Horace  Conn  was  of  the  number,  but  instead  of 
declining  to  serve,  he  renewed  his  motion  to  raise  a  com- 
mittee and  employ  counsel  to  resist  the  petition.  It  was 
again  ruled  by  the  chairman  that  this  motion  Mas  out  of 
order  until  the  former  vote  was  reconsidered.  Mr.  Conn 
then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  a  resolve  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Sewall  that  tlie  meeting  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
committee  of  conference  was  chosen. 

In  the  midst  of  great  uproar  this  vote  passed,  and  then 
Mr.  B.  F.  Thompson  moved  a  dissolution  of  the  meeting, 
which  was  carried.  It  was  at  once  perceived  by  Mr.  Conn 
and  his  party  —  but  too  late  —  that  the  reconsideration  had 
.not,  after  all,  changed  the  vote  of  the  town,  in  its  substance 
and  they  immediately  applied  to  the  Selectmen  to  call  a  new 
meeting  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  185  0. 

At  this  meeting  few  of  the  petitioners  attended,  and  all 
endeavors  on  their  part  to  obtain  a  calm  and  fair  hearing 
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were  put  down  h\  clumor  and  disorder.  It  was  voted  to 
raise  a  committee  to  appear  with  counsel,  at  the  town's 
expense,  before  the  Legislature  and  resist  the  petition. 

Pending  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  the  following  was  printed 
for  distribution :  — 

THE   BILL   TO    INCORPORATE   THE   TOWN    OF    WINCHESTER. 

1.  Tliis  Bill  is  unanimously  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Towns,  after  a  long  trial  (eight  days),  all  parties  having 
had  more  than  forty  days'  notice,  the  Committee  having 
twice  visited  the  territor}^ ;  Woburn  and  Medford  having 
appeared  with  Counsel  and  witnesses,  and  West  Cambridge 
having  a  representative  here  to  guard  her  interests, 

2.  The  boundary  lines  reported  are  those  which  the 
Committee,  after  actual  inspection  and  full  testimony,  pro- 
nounce the  most  proper  that  can  be  fixed,  and  which  they 
have  stated  in  the  House  are  so  arranged  as  to  work  benefit 
instead  of  injury  to  school  districts,  so  as  to  sever  very  few 
estates,  and  to  cross  land  of  trifling  value.  These  lines 
materially  divide  but  one  school  district  in  Woburn,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  district  have  declared,  by  vote,  that  it 
could  not  be  so  well  divided  by  any  other  line. 

3.  The  proposed  new  town  will  contain  two  hundred  and 
fifty  qualified  voters,  and  the  names  of  two  hundred  of  these 
voters  will  be  found  upon  the  several  petitions  asking  to 
be  included  within  its  limits. 

4.  The  inhabitants  of  the  proposed  new  town  are  nearly 
unanimous  in  desiring  to  be  included  in  its  limits.  Those 
now  residing  in  Woburn  and  wishing  to  come  within  the  new 
town,  own  and  represent  about  five  sixths  of  all  the  land  in 
that  part  of  Winchester.  Less  than  500  acres  of  that  land 
belongs  to  men  who  have  not  petitioned  to  be  so  included. 

5.  The  town  and  people  of  Woburn  are  far  from  unani- 
mous, and  by  no  means  earnest  in  their  opposition  to  the  pro- 
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posed  new  town.  At  their  Town  Meeting,  February  7,  it  was 
voted  by  the  citizens,  and  by  a  large  vote,  to  raise  a  Com- 
mittee to  agree  upon  the  terms  and  lines  of  division.  It  was 
not  till  after  large  numbers  of  the  Winchester  people  had 
gone  home,  supposing  the  question  was  settled,  that  this  vote 
was  reconsidered. 

When  it  was  finally  voted  to  employ  counsel  to  resist  the 
petition,  the  vote  was  small,  and  the  majority  did  not  exceed 
twenty.  It  is  a  few  men,  zealous  for  reasons  of  their  own, 
and  who  represent  not  over  five  hundred  of  the  eleven 
hundred  voters  of  Woburn,  who  desire  to  prevent  the 
creation  of  the  new  town. 

6.  The  printed  document  circulated  by  the  Woburn 
Town  Committee  and  entitled  "Facts"  does  not  give  a 
reliable  statement  of  the  case ;  it  is  not  candid,  ingenuous, 
or  truthful.  It  magnifies  facts  deemed  adverse  to  Winches- 
ter or  favorable  to  Woburn,  while  it  understates  those  of 
an  opposite  character.  Thus  it  says  that  the  territory 
of  Woburn  is  "  about "  instead  of  over  11,000  acres.  It  says 
that  the  petitioners  take  "  3,000  "  instead  of  less  than  3,000 
acres  from  Woburn.  It  says  Woburn  contains  ''about'' 
instead  of  more  than  five  thousand  five  hundred  inhabitants. 
It  says  that  the  part  proposed  to  be  set  off  contains  ''from 
ten  to  twelve  hundred "  people,  instead  of  one  thousand  and 
twenty-nine.  It  says  that  the  "remaining  four  thousand 
three  hundred  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  are  nearly 
unanimous  in  opposing  the  separation,"  when  the  real 
number  remaining  is  over  four  thousand  five  hundred,  and 
when  (as  we  have  already  shown  in  Art.  5)  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  even  a  bare  majority  of  the  whole  town 
is  opposed. 

It  speaks  of  facts  appearing  on  "the  Assessor's  Books," 
as  fair  statements  of  the  present  condition  of  persons  and 
property,  although  it  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Joint    Committee    that   those    Books   were    incorrect   when 
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made,  and  Lad  become  very  incorrect  by  the  changes  of  the 
last  year ;  and  that  many  of  the  petitioners,  whom  their 
•"^  Books "  call  '"'■  poll  tax  payers^'"  were  owners  of  large 
amounts  of  both  real  and  personal  property ;  in  one  instance 
a  citizen  worth  over  1100,000  being  put  down  at  a  poll  tax  I 

It  speaks  of  the  remonstrants  as  owning  1,374  acres,  and 
numbering  fifty-two,  and  being,  "a  majority  of  them 
farmers,"  when  in  fact  several  hundred  of  these  acres  are 
not  in  Winchester :  when  in  fact  twenty  of  the  so-called 
"  remonstrants,'"  owning  over  700  acres  of  land,  have  peti- 
tioned to  come  in ;  when  in  fact  only  twenty-three  are  farm- 
ers, whereas  twelve  of  the  fifty-two  pay  only  a  poll  tax  ;  eight 
more  own  no  real  estate,  and  eight  more  own  together  less 
than  nineteen  acres  of  land,  —  so  that  these  1,374  acres 
dwindle  down  to  less  than  500. 

It  says  that  the  "  remonstrants '"  are  "  among  our  most 
venerable  and  respected  citizens,"  although  but  one  man 
of  all  those  who  remonstrated  against  coming  within  our 
limits,  in  case  of  division,  has  ever  held  any  Town  or  State 
office  whatever  —  even  as  Selectman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
so  that  while  the  Woburn  Town  Committee  are  now  willing 
to  praise,  they  have  heretofore  been  unwilling  to  trust,  these 
their  "  most  venerable  "  citizens. 

It  says  that  the  petitioners  own  but  838  acres  —  whereas, 
those  who  petition  to  come  within  the  limits  of  Winchester 
own  and  represent  five  sixths  of  the  entire  territory. 

For  the  correctness  of  these  statements  we  refer  to  the 
Committee  who  re})()rted  the  Bill. 

BEN  J.   F.   THOMPSON, 
NATHAN  B.  JOHNSON, 
SAM'L   S.   RICHARDSON, 
OLIVER  R.    CLARK, 
J.   A.   BOLLES, 
FRED.  O.   PRINCE, 
Committee  of  the  i^etitioners  and  citizens  of  "  Winchester.^' 
April  20,  1850. 


Town  Hhtory.  ^^^ 

PETITION    FOK    THE    INCORPORATION    OF    WINCHESTER. 

The  following  copy  of  the  petition,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
^everal  remonstrances  found  here,  are  in  the  form  of  manu- 
script papers,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  Society,  preserved 
by  John  A.  Bolles,  and  copied  by  his  own  hand,  — and 
deposited  by  him  with  the  town  clerk,  the  originals  being 
in  the  archives  of  the  State. 

The  Honorable   the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  in 
General   Court  Assembled  :  — 

We  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  several  towns  of 
Woburn,  Medford,  and  West  Cambridge,  and  residing 
within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  new  town  hereinafter 
described,  respectfully  pray  that  they  may  be  set  off  from 
the  said  several  towns  and  incorporated  into  a  new  town, 
with  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  namely:  — 

Beginning  at  the  northeasterly  corner,  at  a  stone  post  on 
the  line  of  Woburn  and  Stoneham,  near  Jesse  Dike's  house, 
and  thence  running  along  the  town  line  ^outhwesteidy  about 
640  rods  to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Woburn;  thence  in 
nr'^cisely  the  same  direction  237  1-2  rods,  to  a  point  lying  in 
M;dford,   forty   rods    east   of   Grove    Street;    thence   ma 
straight  line  westwardly,  crossmg  Mystic  Pond,  about  800 
rods,  to  a  point  in  the  boundary  line    of   West  Cambridge 
and  Lexington,  112  1-2  rods  southwesterly  from  the  junc  ion 
of  said  line  with  Woburn  ;  thence  northeast  along  said  line 
119  1.0  rods  to  said  junction  of  Woburn,  Lexmgton,  and 
West  Cambridge;  thence  northwest,  along  Lexington  Ime, 
about  375  rods,  to  the  southerly  side  of  the  road  leading 
from  Lexington  to  Woburn;  thence  northeast  i^n  a  straight 
line  crossing  the  southerly  end  of  Horn  Pond    about  820 
rods  to  a  point  on  Main  Street,  in  Woburn,  on  the  soutnerly 
side  of  Pond  Street;  thence  easterly  370  rods  to  a  point  6 
rods  north  of  William  Richardson's  house  ;  thence  about  250 
rods  easterly  to  the  point  of  beginning,  or  with  such  other 
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limits  as  may  to  your  honorable  body  seem  proper,  and 
that  said  new  town  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of 
Winchester. 


Ebenezcr  S.  Parkei*. 
John  A.  Bolles. 
Ebenezer  Smith. 
Alfred  Chapman,  Jr. 
Leonard  Patterson. 
David  Youngman. 
Alvin  Taylor. 

Solomon  Lawrence  Fletcher, 
Oliver  Eichardson  Clark. 
John  H.  Coates. 
Samuel  Baker  White. 
Frederick  O.  Prince. 
William  Pratt. 
Benjamin  F.  Thompson. 
Nathan  Jaquith. 
William  Matten. 
Thomas  Collins. 
William  Masters. 
Asa  Fletcher. 
Ozro  Kimball. 
Orin  W.  Gardner. 
Samuel  B.  White,  Jr. 
Charles  Pressey. 
L.  H.  Cunningham. 
Warren  French. 
Hatevil  K.  Stanton. 
Sullivan  Cutter. 
Abner  P.  Emerson. 
Samuel  Stanley  Wyman. 
Samuel  I).  Quimby. 
Eli  Kendall. 
John  B.  Fairfield. 
Stephen  Cutter. 
Stephen  Nicholls. 
Charles  Russell. 
Andrew  Todd. 
Samuel  S.  Hoi  ton. 


John  G.  Usher. 
Samuel  Kendall. 
Joel  White, 
diaries  W.  Wilder. 
James  Adams. 
Sumner  Richardson. 
Joseph  Stone. 
Nathan  B.  Johnson. 
William  W.  Shattuck. 
Samuel  M.  Rice. 
Joseph  Johnson. 
William  M.  Raird. 
Andrew  N.  Shepard. 
Austin  Buckman. 
George  Sanderson. 
John  Buxton. 
Samuel  S.  Porter. 
Francis  H.  Johnson. 
Joseph  Shattuck. 
Salem  T.  Ward. 
James  Gibson, 
Isaac  Shattuck. 
Otis  Wetherbeo. 
Pliineas  Stone. 
John  Edgcomb. 
Calvin  L.  Parker. 
David  Woodman. 
Josiah  Hovey. 
Obed  Pratt. 
Asa  S.  Kendall. 
John  W.  Swett, 
Daniel  S.  Kingsley. 
John  G.  Hutchinson. 
Marshall  Symmes,  Jr, 
Marshall  Wyman. 
William  A.  Dodge. 
Hiram  Andrews. 
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Charles  Kimball. 
Edwin  Bowman. 
George  G.  Munroe. 
James  E.  Foster. 
Edmund  Parker. 
James  E.  Abbott. 
Henry  M.  Wyman. 
Harrison  Parker. 
Wan-en  Johnson. 
Francis  Johnson. 
John  Symmes. 
Joseph  B.  Symmes. 
Horatio  Symmes. 
John  R.  Cobb. 
Charles  Mclntire. 
Wallace  Whitney. 
Jonas  Woods. 
Richard  Burnham. 
Zachariah  Symmes. 
Theodore  Rogers. 
Charles  H.  Bartlett. 
Angus  R.  Barton. 
Gardner  Symmes. 
Abijah  Thompson. 
A.  H.  Haywai'd. 
Joseph  Symmes. 
Ralph  W.  Bowker, 
John  A.  Cram. 
Roger  McNeil. 
Patrick  Holland. 
AVllliam  G.  Chalfee. 
A7illiam  C.  Coates. 
Benjamin  F.  Lindsey 
Alvan  Cheney. 
Robert  T.  Whitten. 
James  Bridge. 
William  A.  Warren. 
J.  C.  Emmons. 
Allen  D.  Hunt. 
Owen  S.  AYarland. 
Moses  Hammond. 
Joel  Whitnev. 


Lewis  H.  Priest. 
Nathan  Jaquith,  Jr. 
Seth  Johnson. 
Samuel  Whitney. 
Henry  O.  Peabody. 
Dennis  Harrigan. 
G.  Stevens. 
Stephen  R.  Ruggles. 
R.  A.  Putnam,  Jr. 
E.  L.  Bayley. 
David  Walton. 
William  A.  Coburn. 
Joseph  Hill. 
Jonathan  Clark. 
Sylvanus  Elliott. 
Edmund  Tibbitts. 
Edward  F.  Kendall. 
Cyrus  W.  Blood. 
Isaac  Holmes  Kendall. 
William  Simonds. 
John  A.  Cutter. 
Edmund  Sanderson. 
Samuel  Stevens. 
Horatio  Symmes,  Jr. 
S.  Roberts. 
Elmore  Johnson. 
Horace  Hatch. 
Josiah  Stratton,  Jr. 
Thomas  Warlaud. 
John  AVhittimore. 
Kenellum  W.  Baker, 
Samuel  Hutchinson. 
Ezra  Churchill. 
Josiah  AValker. 
Stephen  H.  Cutter. 
Andrew  Cutter. 
John  B.  Lord. 
Abner  Chapman. 
Henry  Cutter. 
Thomas  H.  Kaler. 
Alfred  C  Kimball. 
Ira  L.  Gove. 
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George  Perkins.  Mattliew  Griswold. 

Hiram  Woodman.  Joseph  Huse. 

Natlianiel  P.  Wiggins.  Sanford  E.  Allen. 

John  M.  Steele.  Sanniel  C.  Grayson. 

Zebadiah  Abbott.  Retire  P.  Kimball. 

John  G.  Richardson.  E.  N.  Pendleton. 

Charles  Hall.  Charles  Wiswell. 

Isaac  P.  Wilde.  John  Vreeland. 

Samuel  S.  Richardson.  Cephas  Church. 


WINCHESTER  BEFORE  THE  LEGISLATURE,  1850. 

It  is  refreshing  in  these  times,  when  a  petition  to  our  Leg- 
islature for  the  division  of  a  town  involves  years  of  struggle 
and  the  expenditure  of  thousands  of  dollars,  to  record  an 
instance  where  the  request  was  granted  on  its  tirst  application 
and  without  the  expenditure  of  a  dollar  for  lobby  influence 
or  expensive  entertainments. 

Januar}'  19,  1850,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  signed  by  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Woburn,  Medford,  and  West  Cambridge,  for  a  new  town 
to  be  named  Winchester,  and  a  bill  was  granted  and  signed 
by  Gov.  George  N.  Briggs,  April  30,  of  the  same  year. 

A  short  histor}"  of  this  contest — -for  contest  it  was  —  may 
be  interesting  to  those  who  love  the  beautiful  town. 

After  much  consideration  and  many  meetings  for  consulta- 
tion, the  inhabitants  of  the  proposed  new  town  met  Decem- 
ber 7,  1849 ;  accepted  a  form  of  petition  to  the  Legislature, 
and  chose  a  committee,  consisting  of  Samuel  S.  Richardson, 
Oliver  R.  Clark,  and  John  A.  Bowles,  to  present  the  same. 

The  first  action  of  the  committee  chosen  was  to  visit 
Woburn,  the  next  morning,  December  8,  and  tender  to 
the  Hon.  Albert  H.  Nelson,  of  Woburn,  a  retaining  fee  of 
fifty  dollars  and  a  promise  of  two  hundred  dollars  additional 
upon  the  success  of  the  petition.  This  proved  a  wise  move- 
ment.    Mr.  Nelson  accepted  the  case,  and  exerted  a  powerful 
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influence  upon  its  result.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate  the  previous  year,  and  knew  personally  most  of  the 
members  of  both  Senate  and  House  soon  to  meet,  and  was 
well  and  favorably  known  to  them.  It  was  no  detriment 
to  Winchester's  interests  to  secure  so  influential  an  advocate 
from  Woburn  itself.  Soon  after  this  date,  Mr.  Nelson  was 
chosen  Attorney-General  of  Massachusetts,  but  resigned  to 
accept  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  the  Superior  Court. 

When  the  Woburn  people  found  that  Mr.  Nelson  was 
engaged  by  the  proposed  new  town  they  were  much 
disappointed.  They  immediately  chose  a  committee  to 
oppose  the  petition,  of  which  committee  the  Hon.  Bowen 
Buckman  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Choate  were  members,  both 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Choate 
was  a  member-elect  for  the  coming  Senate. 

Thus  the  struggle  commenced. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  in  Woburn,  February  7, 1850,  at 
which  it  was  voted  that  the  town  was  willing  the  division 
should  be  made  upon  just  and  equitable  terms ;  but  after 
this  vote  was  passed  and  many  of  the  citizens  of  South  Wo- 
burn had  gone  home,  few  members  of  the  meeting  remain- 
ing, they  undertook  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and  a  very  dis- 
orderly scene  resulted;    but  more  of  this  later  on. 

The  work  of  collecting  and  placing  before  the  Legislative 
Committee  on  Towns  all  the  facts  necessary  to  a  favorable 
result  was  not  small.  The  necessity  of  a  division  of  the 
town  must  be  shown  ;  the  number  of  inhabitants  ascertained 
and  attested  ;  the  wealth  of  the  petitioners  and  their  ability 
to  maintain  a  town  government  successfully  and  economi- 
cally ;  also  to  divide  the  territory  so  that  no  one  sliould  be 
injured  in  the  division  ;  added  to  this,  the  preparation  of 
proper  bounds  and  maps  for  the  full  understanding  of  the 
case  by  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  last,  but  by  no  means 
least,  to  secure  intelligent  witnesses  who  would  not  be  con- 
fused in  cross-examination  and  would  be  perfectly  clear  in 
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their  statements,  —  all  these  matters  were  to  be  carefully 
provided  for  by  the  committee  of  the  petitioners,  and  they 
had  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  that  their  efforts  were 
so  successful. 

It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  success  of  the  pro- 
posed new  town  that  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature, 
before  whom  the  petitioners  were  to  appear,  should  them- 
selves be  intelligent  and  fair-minded,  and  such  were  the 
gentlemen  of  that  committee  in  1850. 

The  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  the  Hon. 
Stephen  N.  Gifford,  so  well  known  as  the  Senate  Clerk  for 
the  past  twenty-seven  years.  Mr.  Gilford  represented  the 
town  of  Duxbury.  It  was  his  first  year  in  the  Legislature, 
and  it  was  a  mark  of  unusual  confidence  that  so  young 
a  man,  new  in  the  Legislature,  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  so  important  a  committee.  But  for  us  certainly  he  was 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

Should  the  bill  be  reported  favorably  and  pass  the  House, 
its  passage  in  the  Senate  was  considered  reasonably  sure. 
The  chief  labor  in  the  case  devolved  upon  the  Chairman  of 
the  House  Committee. 

In  the  Senate  the  petition  was  presented  by  the  Hon. 
Charles  Choate.  The  town  of  Woburn  made  the  only  active 
opposition,  appearing  by  counsel  in  the  person  of  the  Hon. 
B.  F.  Hallett.  Medford  and  West  Cambridge  contented 
themselves  with  remonstrating  on  paper.^ 

A  word  respecting  Mr.  Hallett.  He  was  then  somewhat 
advanced  in  years,  and  was  regarded  as  the  Wheel-Horse  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  Massachusetts.  Woburn  was  a 
Democratic  town.  Hence,  when  the  Woburn  people  failed 
to  secure  their  own  townsman.  Nelson,  as  counsel,  they 
did  what  in  their  view  was  the  next  best  thing,  and  engaged 
Mr.  Hallett ;  but  he  was  no  match  in  this  case  for  his 
opponents.  Nelson  and  Bolles. 

'  See  Remonstrances,  pp.  327-332. 
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The  opening  argument  by  Mr.  Bolles  was  clear,  concise, 
and  well  delivered,  making  a  favorable  impression  at  once. 
The  counsel  on  each  side  appeared  to  do  their  best  before 
the  committee,  and  the  case  excited  such  interest  that  some 
of  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives. 

An  amusing  episode  occurred  at  one  of  their  latter 
meetings.  The  Winchester  counsel  were  contending  that 
Woburn,  at  its  town  meeting  before  referred  to  as  held  Feb- 
ruary 7, 1850,  voted  its  consent  to  a  division  of  the  town  upon 
just  and  equitable  terms.  The  Woburn  counsel  contended 
that,  although  that  consent  was  first  voted,  later  in  the  meet- 
ing the  consent  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  Hallett,  a  "dyed-in- 
the-wool  "  Democrat,  questioned  Deacon  Benjamin  F.  Thomp- 
son, who  was  a  "  dyed-in-the-wool "  Whig,  of  the  Clay  and 
Webster  sort,  Avith  reference  to  the  testimony  the  latter 
had  given,  "that  the  later  action  of  the  Woburn  town  meet- 
ing  was  noisy  and  riotous.''  Mr.  Hallett,  rising  to  his  feet, 
most  impressively  said  to  Deacon  Thompson :  "  Do  you  mean 
to  say.  Deacon  Thompson,  that  the  Democracy  of  Woburn  in 
open  town  meeting  were  riotous  .^ "  Deacon  Thompson 
paused  a  moment,  then  turning  to  Mr.  Hallett  in  a  most 
polite  manner,  bowed  and  made  answer:  "Your  honor 
knows  more  about  Democracy  than  I  do.  '  This  brought 
down  the  audience  with  a  shout  of  laughter,  and  Mr.  Hallett 
had  no  further  question  upon  that  point. 

The  Legislative  Committee  examined  the  matter  before 
them  carefully  and  thoroughly  ;  visited  the  ground,  and,  after 
many  and  prolonged  hearings,  reported  a  bill  incorporating 
the  new  town. 

The  report,  as  was  expected,  was  vigorously  opposed  by 
many  in  sympathy  with  the  old  towns  remonstrating,  and  as 
vigorously  advocated  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Especially  was  the 
argument  of  Mr.  Gifford  strong  and  influential ;  also  tliat  of 
the  Hon.  Moses  Kimball,  then  a  very  much  respected  member 
of  the  Legislature. 
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The  bill  passed  as  it  came  from  the  committee  and  was 
sent  to  the  Senate,  where  the  opposition  was  not  so  sharp, 
although  the  Hon.  Charles  Choate  did  good  work  for  Woburn. 
As  an  opponent,  Mr.  Choate  was  a  fair  and  honorable  one, 
and  it  was  thought  that  his  private  opinion  was  not  strenu- 
ously adverse  to  the  measure.  So  smooth  was  its  final  pas- 
sage in  the  Senate  that  the  Hon.  Bowen  Buckman,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Woburn  committee,  although  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  failed  to  notice  it. 

Though  the  measure  was  sharply  contested,  no  hard 
feelings  were  engendered ;  and  I  think  each  part}^  after  the 
passage  of  the  Act,  went  home  with  increased  respect  for 
each  other. 

The  summing-up  by  Mr.  Nelson,  in  behalf  of  Winchester, 
was  masterly  in  the  way  of  disarming  the  opposition,  and  to 
the  opposing  parties  almost  equally  convincing. 

No  money  was  used  by  either  side  to  gain  influence,  not  a 
dollar  for  lobby  or  a  supper ;  and  when  the  Legislative 
Committee  visited  Winchester,  they  were  given  a  very  plain 
collation  of  meats  and  coffee,  with  no  liquors  of  any  kind. 
This  was  in  no  spirit  of  parsimony,  but  the  occasion  was 
not  felt  to  require  a  more  luxurious  spread;  indeed,  had  the 
town  committee  given  expensive  entertainments  it  would 
have  injured  our  cause. 

We  paid  our  counsel,  Mr.  Nelson,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  Mr.  Bolles,  for  his  legal  work,  fifty  dollars ;  also 
paid  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  surveys,  printing,  trans- 
portation of  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  no  other 
expenses,  the  town  committee  making  no  charge  for  their 
various  services. 

As  soon  as  the  bill  was  signed  by  Governor  Briggs  it  was 
taken  by  the  committee  to  Winchester,  and  the  first  day  of 
May,  1850,  was  a  joyful  one  to  the  people  of  the  new  town. 
To  the  writer  of  this  article  there  never  was  a  brighter  or 
more  cheerful   spring  day ;   the  sun  never  before  shone  so 
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bright,  the    birds   never   before    sang    so    sweet,    the    grass 
was  never  so  green  as  on  that  particular  Mayday. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  town  was  to  call  tlie  peti- 
tioners together  and  assess  themselves  for  the  expenses 
incurred,  so  as  to  start  clear  of  debt.  Her  motto  was : 
"Economy  and  prompt  payment"  ;  and  for  the  first  year  the 
leading  town  ofificers,  as  selectmen  and  school  committee, 
made  no  charge  for  their  services.  Indeed,  this  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  school  committee  of  Winchester  for  the  first  four- 
teen years  of  her  existence  as  a  town. 

The  first  school  committee  was  composed  of  the  most 
highly  educated  men  in  town.  The  chairman  was  the  Rev. 
John  McClary  Steele,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  and 
its  first  scholar  of  that  year.  The  other  members  were  Mr. 
Charles  Goddard,  a  college  graduate,  and  the  first  principal 
of  the  Abbott  Female  Seminary  of  Andover,  and  the  Hon. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  afterward  mayor  of  Boston. 

Their  first  report,  written  by  the  chairman,  was  a  model 
one,  and  although  the  town  was  thus  served  free  of  expense, 
the  service  was  itself  of  the  best. 

OLIYEIl  RICHAKDSON  CLARK. 
May  14,  ISS."). 

REMONSTRANCE  No.  1. 

Medford,  February,  1850. 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  Medford  residing  within  the 
limits    of    (Winchester)    respectfully   remonstrate    [against 
granting  the  petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others]. 

John  Symmes.  Horatio  A.  Smith. 

Marshall  Symmes.  Hosea  Dunbar. 

John  H.  Bacon.  Edmund  A.  Symmes. 

S.  G.  Freeman.  Tliomas  R.  Grccnleaf. 
Francis  Freeman. 

Note.  — The  above  is  in  the  form  of  lawyer's  notes  rather  than  an  exact  copy  of  the 
remonstrance  as  presented  to  the  Lewishiturc;  and  the  sheet,  as  left  by  .John  A. 
Bolles,  Esq.,  is  covered  with  his  comments,  through  which  erasing  lines  are  .Irawu. 
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EEMONSTRANCE  No.  2. 

Medford,  February,  1850. 

The  undersigned  legal  voters  of   the   town  of   Medford 

respectfully  remonstrate  against  granting  the  prayer  of  the 

petition  of  E.  S.  Parker  et  al.,  to  set  off  part  of  the  town 

of  Medford  to  a  proposed  new  town. 


Peter  C.  Hall, 
Timothy  Cotting, 
Charles  Caldwell, 

Selectmen  of  3Ieclforcl. 
John  Spanell. 
M.  P.  Delano. 
James  O.  Curtis. 
John  T.  White. 
Dudley  Hall. 
Joseph  Swan. 
Annas  Hemj)hi]l. 
D.  Swan. 
O.  Joyce. 
Samuel  Lapham. 
Joseph  Swan,  Jr. 
Geo.  D.  Hall. 
Geo.  T.  Goodwin. 
Jonas  Coburn. 
Sauford  B.  Perry. 
Joseph  F.  Sanborn. 
Winthrop  Gup  till. 
D.  C.  Hall. 
Albert  H.  Butters. 
Daniel  Lawrence. 
Joseph  Manning. 
A.  Blan chard. 
A.  Blanchard,  Jr. 
Samuel  Train. 
J.  Howe. 
Geo.  Hervey. 
Joseph  Manning,  Jr. 
John  Stetson. 
Preston  Shepherd. 
Luther  Anjiier. 


A.  F.  Sawyer. 
John  S.  Emerson.  Jr, 
N.  W.  Wait. 

Evan  Hall,  Jr. 
Amos  Butters. 
Geo.  W.  SjTnmes. 
E.  Lovenow. 
Henry  Ewell. 
S.  Blanchard. 
Joseph  Blanchard. 
Joseph  Farrar. 
E.  Davis. 
Geo.  W.  Porter. 
-Tohn  B.  Blanchard. 
Judah  Loring. 
Jacob  Davis. 
Joseph  P.  Hall. 
Gilbert  Lincoln. 
Elisha  Hay  den. 
John  Perry. 
George  Curtis. 
Wm.  B.  Thomas. 
George  A.  Caldwell. 
James  M.  Sanford. 
J.  M.  Usher. 
Jeremiah  Gibson. 

B.  Richardson. 
Joseph  AV.  Mitchell. 
Joseph  N.  Gibbs. 
Geo.  F.  Lane. 

J.  T.  Floyd,  Jr. 
Geo.  E.  Willis. 
H.  Blake. 
Milton  James. 
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Alexander  Gregg.  James  Hyde. 

Joseph  H.  Vinal.  Jr.  N.  A.  Chandler. 

Joseph  Tufts.  W.  H.  Hastings. 

George  E.  Harrington.  A.  P.  Hartshorn. 

Alex.  8.  Sjonmes.  Moses  Merrill. 

Anthony  Waterman.  C.  E.  Merrill. 

B.  H.  Somers.  Ebenezer  Teel. 

Elisha  Stetson.  Samuel  Teel. 

George  H.  Wild.  D.  H.  Hadley. 

Thomas  Gillard.  Stephen  AVight. 

J.  H.  Haskell.  Isaac  Keen. 

Willard  Butters .  E .  S .  E well . 

James  C.  AVimeck.  Gorham  Brooks. 

Greenleaf  Jauscun.  T.  R.  Raymond. 
J.  ^Y.  Prentiss. 


REMONSTRANCE  No.  3. 

West  Cambridge,  February  1,  1850. 
The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  West 
Cambridge  ask  leave  to  remonstrate  against  the  petition 
of  E.  S.  Parker  and  others,  for  the  incorporation  of  a  new 
town,  to  be  composed  of  parts  of  the  present  towns  of 
Woburn,  Medford,  and  West  Cambridge,  for  the  following 
reasons,  namely :  — 

1.  The  present  town  of  West  Cambridge  is  small  in  point 
of  territory,  the  whole  area  being  only  about  4,000  acres. 

2.  It  is  symmetrical  in  its  form,  being  nearly  square,  and 
bounded  on  the  northeast  and  southeast  by  ponds  and  a 
natural  stream. 

3.  The  school  districts  are  supposed  to  be  permanently 
fixed,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  present  inhabitants. 

4.  That  the  territory  proposed  to  be  incorporated  in  a 
new  town  was  set  off  to  the  town  of  West  Cambridge,  from 
the  town  of  Charlestown,  in  1842,  by  the  mutual  consent  and 
agreement  of  all  parties,  —  with  many  other  reasons  which 
vour  remonstrants  forbear  to  mention. 
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Luke  Wyman. 
Stephen  Symnies. 
Joseph  Symmes. 
Benjamin  M.  Swan. 
George  Swan. 
Stephen  Swan. 
Geo.  F.  Muckler. 
James  Russell. 
Thomas  R.  Gushing. 
W.  J.  Lane. 
Charles  Cutter. 
Moses  Proctor. 
Luke  Agur. 
William  Cutting. 
Abel  Green. 
Leonard  Spalding. 
Martha  Gardner. 
James  Wyman. 
Abel  Pierce. 
Oliver  H.  Pierce. 
Thomas  O.  Hutchinson. 
Thomas  Hutchinson. 
Clark  Brown. 
Nathaniel  Hill. 
James  A.  Pierce. 
James  S.  Russell. 
Daniel  Kendall. 
Addison  Hill. 
Jefterson  Cutter. 
P.  F.  Dodge. 
J.  G.  Dodge. 
David  Dodge. 
Francis  Fry. 
Louis  V.  Stanwood. 
A.  Shaw. 
John  B.  Perry. 
Harrison  Hill. 
Sewall  Parker. 
David  Clark. 
James  Webber. 
A7.  P.  Locke. 
William  Prentiss. 


Daniel  Clark. 
Wm.  H.  Richardson. 
Elbridge  Farmer. 
Elijah  Cutter. 
William  Dickson. 
Isaac  Hall. 
Thomas  Hall. 
Artemas  Locke. 
Lorenzo  Locke. 
Benjamin  Locke. 
Lewis  P.  Bartlett. 
Thomas  H.  Teel. 
Jesse  P.  Pattee. 
Thomas  R.  Teel. 
David  W^atson. 
John  Frost. 
Isaiah  Jenkins. 
Daniel  Titus. 
Joseph  Underwood. 
Edward  Storer. 
James  M.  Chase. 
James  C.  Blanchard. 
J.  H.  Wood. 
Thomas  I.  Russell. 
John  Gammell,  Jr. 
Joseph  A.  Merrifleld. 
Annie  Cutter. 
Thomas  Russell. 
George  C.  Russell. 
Thurston  Boynton. 
Thomas  Ramsdell. 
Moses  Cutter. 
William  Hill. 
Enoch  D.  Pattee. 
Josiah  H.  Russell. 
T.  K.  Hutchinson. 
Mark  A.  Richardson. 
John  P.  Wyman. 
John  Allen. 
Albert  Allen. 
Abner  P.  Wyman. 
James  Russell,  2d. 
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William  T.  Wood. 
Yarnum  Frost. 
Nathaniel  Johnson. 


L.  Wynian,  Jr, 
Wm.  J.  Niles. 


Presented  in  Honse  of  Representatives,  February  11,  by 
Shepard,  of  Springfield. 


REMONSTRANCE  No.  4. 
Besidenfs  of  the  Proposed  New  Town. 

The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Woburn,  and 
residents  in  that  part  of  said  town  which  E.  S.  Parker  and 
others  have  petitioned  to  be  set  off  and  made  into  a  new 
town,  respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  granting  of  said 
petition :  — 


Dana  Fay.i 
Edwin  C.  Woodbury. 
Benjamin  Eaton. 
Geo.  M.  Wyman. 
Thaddeus  Parker. 
Martin  L.  Tirrell. 
Amos  Bultinch.2 
Henry  Bulfinch.^ 
Ezekiel  Johnson  .2 
David  W.  Johnson.- 
Levi  Johnson.- 
Robert  Mincliin.^ 
D.  B.  Parker .2 
D.  W.  Clark. 
Thomas  Winning.^ 
George  F.  Pendleton. 
Samnel  W.  Taylor. 
Lowell  W.  Pierce.  1 
Amos  E.  Cutler. 
Jonathan  Locke.  1 
Oliver  J.  Locke.  1 
Varnum  G.  Locke. 
Asa  Locke. ^ 
Asa  Locke,  Jr.^ 


Josiah  Locke.  1 
D.  W.  Locke. 1 
Aniasa  Richardson. "-^ 
Wm.  Adams. 
Jacob  Pierce.  ^ 
Gilbert  Richardson. 
Gerrish  R.  Richardson. 
Charles  W.  Stevens. 
Joseph  J.  Leighton. 
L.  H.  Allen. 
James  Thing. 
Joel  Carter. 
Lemuel  Richai-dson.- 
Peter  Valentine.- 
Thomas  S.  Fletcher,  2d."2 

Stillman  Fletcher. 

Saniiiel  Richardson.- 

Amasa  ^l.  Richardson. - 

Jonathan  Gerry. 

Zachariah  Richardson,  Jr.- 

Danicl  Hadloy.i  "^ 

Luther  Richardson. 1  - 

Peleg  Lawrence.^ 

Samuel  11.  Davis. 
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Samuel  H.  Davis,  Jr.  Zachariah  Richardson .- 

Jonathan  Eaton.'-  B.  B.  Lathe.^ 

Cyrus  Iladley.-  Samuel  F.  Delano. 

Presented  by  Senator  Choate,  February  15. 

Those  marked  ^  ask  to  be  assigned  to  Winchester  in  case 
of  a  division. 

Those  marked  '^  are  apparently  designated  by  Mr.  Bolles 
as  ''border  men";  some  of  them  living  outside  of  the 
proposed  lines. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  AVIXCHESTER.  ISoO. 
David  Youngman,  lieijistnir. 

June  8,  Charles  Winchester  Coburn. 
June  18,  Henrietta  F.  Gidley. 
August  13,  Frederick  M.  Symmes, 
August  23,  Florence  M.  Kimball. 
August  31,  Norman  Eaton. 
September  23,   Emma  A.  Stone. 
October  13,  Alexander  Cameron. 
October  17,  Charles  E.  Sanderson. 
November  11,  Stephen  A.  l>ulfinch. 
November  IT.  Michael  HoUaud. 
December  1,  FU)rence  M.  Eastman. 
Decend)er  5,  Frederick  Wright. 
December  7,  James  H.  Hatch. 
December  12,  Daniel  H.  Hadley. 
December  14,  Anna  E.  Hunter. 
December  15,  Sylvia  F.  Haywood. 
December  16,  Josiah  F.  Stratton. 
December  17,  Charles  W.  Blaisdell. 
December  23,  Frederick  Sumner. 

(^EOKGE  W.   Sri'RR,  'roim  Clerk. 
"VViNCHKSTKK,  Juue  TO,  188.">. 
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DEATHS  KEGISTERED  IN  WINCHESTER  IN  1850. 
David  Youngman,  Registrar. 


Date. 

Name. 

Years. 

Months. 

Days. 

1850. 

May  13. 

David  Cummings 

03 

6 

10 

June  2. 

Elizabeth  Marsters  . 

!»4 

3 

June  8. 

Catherine  D.  Sharon 

1 

3 

June  10. 

Mary  Jane  Coates    . 

32 

5 

20 

June  19. 

George  F.  Muckler  . 

25 

4 

July  30. 

Martha  R.  Wyman  . 

17 

8 

Aug.  21. 

Samuel  Stevens    .    . 

32 

Aug.  23. 

Samuel  H.  Davis 

48 

Sept.  14. 

Marinda  Coburn  .    . 

21 

1 

Oct.  16. 

Zachariah  Symmes  . 

TO 

9 

Oct.  23. 

Joseph  Ford    .    .    . 

10 

7 

Oct.  20. 

Elvira  E.  Cutler 

2 

9 

Nov.  13. 

Anne  Buckman   .    . 

20 

7 

Nov.  15. 

Henrietta  F.  Gidley 

5 

Dec.  25. 

Gardner  Symmes     . 

6 

3 

7 

Winchester,  June  19, 1S85. 


GEOKGE  W.  SPURR,  Toim  Clerk. 


ASSESSORS    OF   THE   TOWN    OF    WINCHESTER    SINCE 
ITS    INCORPORATION. 

1850.  Cyrus      Bancroft,      Ezekiel      Johnson,      Gardner 
Symmes. 

1851.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Gardner  Symmes,  Thos.  Hutchin- 
son. 

1852.  Cyrus     Bancroft,     Marshall     Symmes,     John     S. 
Kiehardson. 
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1853.  Cyrus      Bancroft,      Marshall      Symmes,      Hiram 
Andrews. 

1854.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Joshua  Lane,  Oliver  J.  Locke. 

1855.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Fletcher,  Alvin  Taylor. 

1856.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Locke,  Jr.,  Marshall  Symmes. 

1857.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Asa  Locke,  Jr.,  Marshall  Symmes. 

1858.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Marshall  Wyman,  Samuel  M.  Rice. 

1859.  Cyrus    Bancroft,    Marshall    Wyman,    Stephen    H. 
Cutter. 

1860.  Cyrus       Bancroft,     Marshall      Wyman,      Horatio 
Symmes. 

1861.  Cyrus    Bancroft,    Marshall    Wyman,    Stephen    H. 
Cutter. 

1862.  Cyrus  Bancroft,  Loring  Emerson,  Albert  Ayer. 

1863.  Asa  Fletcher,  Albert  Ayer,  Loring  Emerson. 

1864.  Loring  Emerson,  Albert  Ayer,  Charles  Pressey. 

1865.  Albert  Ayer,  A.  H.  Field,  Charles  Pressey. 

1866.  Albert  Ayer,  A.  H.  Field,  Charles  Pressey. 

1867.  Luther    Richardson,    Josiah    F.    Stone,    Jacob    C. 
Stanton,  Jr. 

1868.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Asa  Fletcher,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr. 

1869.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Asa  Fletcher,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr. 

1870.  Josiah  F.  Stone,  Albert  Ayer,  Jacob  C.  Stanton,  Jr. 

1871.  Josiah    F.    Stone,    Sumner    Richardson,  Josiah    L. 
Smith. 

1872.  William  Adams,  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher. 

1873.  Albert  Ayer,  William  Adams,  Asa  Fletcher. 

1874.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Andrew  N.  Shepard. 

1875.  Albert  Ayer,  Josiah  F.  Stone,  William  Adams. 

1876.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  William  Adams. 

1877.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Josiah  F.  Stone. 

1878.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Josiah  F.  Stone. 

1879.  Albert  Ayer,  Asa  Fletcher,  Mial  Cushman. 

1880.  Alljert   Ayer,  Charles  Pressey,  Sherburne  F.  San- 
born. 
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1881.  Albert  Ayer,  Mial  Cushinan,  Geo.  W.  Spiirr. 

1882.  Albert  Ayer,  Mial  Cushman,  Geo.  W.  Spurr. 

1883.  Albert  Ayer,  Mial  Cushman,  Geo.  W.  Spurr. 

1884.  Albert  Ayer,  Geo.  W.  Spurr,  James  Russell. 

Prepared  by  ALBERT  AYER,  Chairman  of  Selectmen. 
"Winchester,  March,  1885. 


ITEM  FROM  PILES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

To  the  Honorahle  the  Selectmen  of  the  Toum  of  Winchester :  — 
I  would  most  respectfully  represent  that  there  is  a 
nuisance  (as  I  believe)  near  the  Main  Street,  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  my  house,  of  a  most  offensive  character,  rep- 
resented to  be  a  manufactory  of  varnish  for  what  is  called 
patent  leather;  and  carried  on  by  one  Mr.  Wharf;  which 
manufactory  I  believe  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  as  well 
as  very  offensive  to  all  who  come  or  are  within  its  influence ; 
and  I  would  most  respectfully  request  your  Honorable 
Board  to  cause  the  same  to  be  abated,  and  as  in  duty  bound 

will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)  H.  K.  STANTON. 

WiNCHESTEK,  December  16,  185U. 
DITTO  FROM  THE  FILES   OF  THE   OVERSEERS   OF  THE  POOR. 

Plympton,  November  24,  1873. 
Mr.  Stanton,  —  i  Received  your  leter  the  22  October  i  will 
say  to  you  that  i  shall  keep  the  Children  if  i  have  to  keep 
them  without  expense  to  your  town  i  would  like  to  have 
you  Come  here  and  see  the  children  you  might  think  Beter 
than  to  have  them  Seperated.  Yours  with  respect 

CLERK  McPHINREY. 

DITTO  FROM  THE  FILES  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 

Stoneham,  August  24,  1874. 

To  the  Celectinen  of  Winchester,  —  I  Clame  my  redisdence 

in  Stoneham  and  I  pay  my  poll  tax  heare. 

JAMES  CANNON. 
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THE  WINCHESTER  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Wincliester  Mutual  Benefit  Association  was 
organized  March  19,  1883,  with  the  selection  of  the 
following-named  officers :  — 

David  N.  Skillhigs,  President. 
George  G.  Strattoii,   Vice-jjresident. 
William  A.  Snow,  Secretary. 
George  F.  Hawley,  Treasui'er. 

DmECTORS  : 

Edward  A.  Smith.  Henry  C.  Miller. 

Edward  T.  Wills.  Henry  J.  Winde. 

Sylvanus  C.  Small.  E.  H.  Stone. 

Henry  F.  Clark.  L.  M.  Hall. 

Charles  H.  Cowdery. 

Incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
April  26,  1883. 

Its  sole  object  is  life  insurance  ;  paying  to  the  nearest 
relative  of  a  deceased  member  a  sum  representing  one  dollar 
for  each  surviving  member.  Any  person,  male  or  female, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  in  good  health  and 
of  good  moral  character,  may  become  a  member  upon  the 
recommendation  of  two  members  of  the  association ;  the 
admission  fee  is  two  dollars  ;  the  membership  is  limited  to 
1,050. 

W.  A.  SNOW,  Secretary. 


THE  SONS  OF  VETERANS. 

This  association,  comprised  of  sons  and  grandsons  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  this  town  who  fought  in  our  late 
war,  was  organized  on  January  14,  1884. 

It  was  voted  to  name  the  camp  after  Admiral  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  formerly  of  this  town. 

At  that  time  the  membership  of   the  camp  was  twenty- 
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seven  ;  but  it  has  since  been  reduced  to  seventeen,  on  account 
of  removals  from  town  and  various  other  causes. 
The  officers  for  the  first  year  were  :  — 

Chai'les  D.  Rooney,  Captain. 

Napoleon  Goddu,  First  Lieutenant. 

George  A.  Roonej^,  Second  Lieutenant. 

John  L.  Curry,  Orderly  Sergeant. 

William  A.  Snow,  Jr.,  Quartermaster-Sergeant. 

William  F.  Edwards,  Sergeant  of  the  Guard. 

William  I.  Palmer,  Color- Sergeant. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year  (1885)  are :  — 

Charles  D.  Rooney,  Captain. 

AVilliam  A.  Snow,  Jr.,  Fii^st  Lieutenant. 

George  A.  Rooney,  Second  Lieutenant. 

John  L.  Curry,  Orderly  Sergeant. 

Charles  H.  Rust,  Quartermaster- Sergeant. 

Williani  F.  Edwards,  Sergeant  of  the  Guard. 

William  I.  Palmer,  Color-Sergeant . 

It  was  voted  not  to  join  the  National  Encampment,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  until  we  grow  stronger.  The  company  is  now 
provided  witli  uniforms  and  muskets.  The  object  of  this 
association  is  to  assist  tlie  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in 
keeping  green  the  memories  of  their  dead  heroes,  and  to 
perpetuate  their  objects  when  i\\Qj  are  gone. 

WILLIAM  A.  SNOW,  Ju. 


ALL  ABOUT  THE  3IILITARY.1 

In  the  War  of  Independence  this  town  was  not  behind 
her  neighbors  in  love  of  country,  nor  did  she  fail  to  furnish 
for  the  general  defence  a  goodly  number  of  gallant  spirits, 
who  at  the  call  to  arms  shouldered  their  muskets  and  gave 
battle  to  the  foreign  invader. 

The  spirit  which  actuated  the  old  patriots  lingers  in  the 

'  Mostly  from  the  Wohurn  Budget,  October  2S,  1859. 
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breasts  of  their  descendants,  although  with  something  less 
of  the  fire  and  valor  of  the  early  times. 

After  the  Revolution,  military  enthusiasm  continued. 
The  Continental  Militia,  men  unskilled  in  the  arts  of  war, 
with  rude  equipments  and  ruder  arms,  had  driven  from  the 
soil,  covered  with  defeat,  the  well-disciplined  armies  of  the 
proudest  country  of  the  Old  World,  and  it  was  natural  that 
the  soldiers  should  be  looked  upon  with  pride.  To  be  a 
soldier  was  the  longing  of  every  boy  —  to  hold  a  commission 
the  ambition  of  every  man.  In  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs, 
the  people  felt  by  no  means  assured  of  their  rights,  and  an 
organized  system  of  militia  was  kept  u]). 

This  system  made  it  imperative  upon  every  free,  able- 
bodied  male  citizen  to  serve  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
forty-five  in  a  military  company,  and  the  service  so  far  from 
being  irksome  was  engaged  in  with  pride  by  all.  All  the 
militia  were  obliged  to  parade  at  stated  seasons,  for  drill  and 
inspection. 

In  those  early  times  the  "  Training  "  was  a  great  event. 
The  privates  were  expected  to  keep  a  gun  and  twenty-four- 
ball  cartridges  always  by  them  in  the  house,  and  their  accou- 
trements must  be  kept  in  good  order.  On  the  morning  of 
the  Training  Da}^,  the  private  generally  arose  before  day,  — 
the  necessary  preparations  for  service  having  been  previously 
made,  —  and,  having  loaded  his  gun  with  a  heavy  charge, 
he  repaired  to  the  house  of  his  captain  and  fired  it  off  as 
near  the  windows  of  his  sleeping  commander  as  it  was  con- 
venient to  get,  and  having  waked  him  up,  and  taken  a  drink 
at  his  expense,  the  company  was  ready  to  muster. 

In  those  days  days  Neal  Dow  had  not  been  heard  of,  and 
John  Hawkins  had  not  discovered  the  doctrine  of  total  absti- 
nence. Rum  was  deemed  a  necessity  to  soldiering,  and  had 
its  office  at  the  beginning,  in  the  middle,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  training. 

Many  amusing  incidents,  as  well  as  notable    accidents,  are 
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related  of  these  old  warriors  at  militia  training.  One, 
whom  we  will  call  "Uncle  Joe," — not  to  be  too  personal 
in  this  community,  —  was  of  the  most  patriotic  and  enthusi- 
astic of  "the  trainers."  On  one  occasion,  having  drunk 
more  than  his  usual  number  of  toasts  to  Washington,  his 
captain,  the  ladies,  and  special  as  well  as  general  persons  and 
things,  his  situation  the  boys  took  advantage  of,  and  loaded 
his  gun  with  six  heavy  charges,  putting  a  piece  of  "  spunk  " 
between  each  charge  and  surmounting  the  whole  with  a  live 
coal. 

The  company  being  dismissed.  Uncle  Joe  started  home- 
ward, his  gun  properly  shouldered,  and  as  he  jogged,  or 
rather  joggled,  along,  having  nearly  reached  his  home,  his 
gun  "went  off"  with  a  loud  report.  The  veteran  was  some- 
what startled,  but  concluded  that  after  loading  the  last  time 
he  must  have  forgotten  to  fire.  As  he  entered  his  house 
he  placed  his  weapon  behind  the  door  and  sat  down  to  relate 
to  his  wife  the  adventures  of  the  day,  including  the  most 
singular  fact  of  his  gun's  going  oif  as  it  did.  While  he  was 
speaking  of  it,  bang !  went  the  gun  again.  This  was  too 
much.  It  miglit  have  been  a  mistake  the  first  time,  but  this 
time  it  must  be  that  the  gun  was  bewitched.  The  worthy 
couple  were  now  thoroughly  horrified  and  threw  the  unholy 
thing  out  into  the  yard,  where  it  lay  but  a  short  time  before 
bang !  again,  the  recoil  causing  it  to  slide  about  on  the 
ground  in  a  manner  which  greatly  increased  the  terror  of 
the  old  people.  And  so  it  continued  going  off  three  times 
more. 

Uncle  Joe  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  touch  that 
gun  again,  because,  he  said,  if  it  would  go  off  without  being 
loaded,  it  might,  some  day,  take  a  notion  to  shoot  him. 

The  old  piece  was  laid  aside  till  a  less  superstitious  and 
possibly  more  abstemious  descendant  brought  it  into  use. 

The  militia  of  Woburn  formed  two  companies,  called  the 
East  and  the  West  Companies,  all  persons  living  east  of  the 
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main  road  from  Lowell  to  Boston  training  in  the  East  Com- 
pany, and  on  the  west  of  that  road,  in  the  West  Company. 

The  present  sketch  relates  only  to  the  East  Company, — 
the  West  Company,  the  Cavalry  Compan}^  the  Washington 
Light  Infantry,  and  the  Woburn  Mechanic  Phalanx  to  be 
similarly  sketched  at  another  time.  Our  information,  being 
gathered  from  various  sources,  documents,  and  old  citizens, 
must  be  in  the  main  correct,  and  will  aid  others  to  recall 
much  pertaining  to  the  older  organizations. 

THE   EAST   COMPANY. 

Of  this  company  our  information  reaches  no  farther  back 
than  1794,  at  which  time  Jeduthun  Richardson  was  the 
captain.  Jeduthun  was  the  ancestor  of  many  Richardson 
families  now  residing  in  Winchester,  and  a  very  prominent 
man  in  all  Woburn  affairs.  His  company  contained  fifty- 
four  members.  The  captain  succeeding  him  was  Jonathan 
Thompson,  under  whom  we  have  an  account  of  a  detail  of 
two  sergeants  and  twelve  men,  required  by  the  commander 
of  the  regiment,  and  the  age,  height,  and  complexion  of 
each  are  given,  in  which  it  appears  that  all  were  of  light 
complexion  but  two,  the  oldest  forty,  the  youngest  eighteen, 
the  tallest  six  feet  one  inch,  the  shortest  five  feet  four 
inches.  And  he  reports  the  numbers  of  his  company  as 
follows:  In  1795,  fifty-seven;  1796,  sixty -four ;  1797,  sixty- 
two.  On  the  third  of  October,  1796,  they  mustered  at 
Reading;  September  26,  1797,  at  Concord,  —  to  both  of 
which  places  the}^  marched. 

The  succeeding  captains,  from  1797  to  1828,  were  Joseph 
Eaton,  Bartholomew  Richardson,  Francis  Johnson  (under 
whose  command,  in  1800,  the  company  was  turned  out  with- 
out arms,  "  to  show  their  respect,  at  the  death  of  the  late 
Gen.  George  Washington "),  John  Wade  (during  whose 
captaincy,  in  1808,  there  was  a  regimental  muster  on 
'•  Wyman's  Plain,"  —  our  West  Side,  —  and  in  1810  they  mus- 
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tered  at  Washington),  Isaac  Richardson,  Samuel  Tidd  (under 
whose  command  the  regimental  order  to  muster  at  Wilming- 
ton, September  14,  1814,  besides  enjoining  the  good  condi- 
tion of  their  arms  and  equipments,  expresses  the  hope  that 
tlis  conduct  of  the  soldiers  will  be  "  sucli  as  shall  do  honor 
to  themselves  and  their  country,  which,  at  this  momentoux 
and  alarming  crisis^  demands  the  greatest  exertion''^. 

The  occasion  was  indeed  momentous,  and  the  "  crisis " 
alarming.  The  British  had  just  taken  Washington;  and 
on  this  very  fourteenth  of  September,  1814,  although 
Captain  Tidd's  heroes  could  not  have  known  it,  they  were 
bombarding  Fort  McHenry,  at  Baltimore,  and  Francis  Scott 
Key  was  detained  upon  a  British  ship,  whence  he  watched 
the  stars  and  stripes  flaunting  proudly  from  the  fort. 

Till  midnight  on  the  fourteenth  the  British  guns  belched 
their  fur}^  upon  the  fort,  but  in  the  earliest  light  of  the 
morning  they  discerned  the  flag  still  flying,  and  he  composed 
the  "Star-Spangled  Banner,"  which  has  ever  since  been  one 
of  our  national  songs. 

"  Oh,  say,  can  you  see,  by  the  dawn's  early  light, 
What  so  proudly  we  hailed  at  the  twilight's  last  gleaming-. 
Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright  stars,  through  the  perilous  fight. 
O'er  the  ramparts  we  watched,  were  so  gallantly  streaming  — 
And  the  rockets'  red  glare,  the  bombs  bursting  in  air, 
Gave  proof  through  the  night  that  our  flag  was  still  there. 
Oh,  say,  does  the  star-spangled  banner  yet  wave 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free,  and  the  home  of  the  brave  ?  " 

The  redoubtable  Tidd,  as  these  associations  tend  to  make 
him,  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  John  Fames,  1815,  whose  era 
was  glorified  by  the  following  record  under  date  of  October 
15,  1815:  "This  day  the  company  appeared  remarkably 
well,  every  man  having  on  a  blue  coat  faced  with  red,  and 
behaved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  oflicers." 

Him  succeeded  the  following  list  of  worthy  captains : 
John  Tidd,  Stephen  Nicholls,  Benjamin  Wood.  Of  the  latter 
we  have  this  significant  record:  — 
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"  Woburn,  August  30,1824.  Agreeably  to  orders,  Capt. 
Benjamin  Wood's  company  turned  out  and  marched  to 
Boston,  and  were  reviewed  by  General  Lafayette."  The 
flattering  commendation  of  the  General  is  not  preserved 
upon  the  books  of  the  company  —  undoubtedly  a  culpa- 
ble omission.  After  Wood,  came  Isaac  Huffmaster  and 
William  Reed.  This  brings  us  down  to  1828,  and  to  the  last 
commissioned  captain  of  the  Woburn  East  Company.  The 
membershii)  of  the  company,  during  the  years  included  in 
this  sketch,  ranged  from  thirty-eight  to  seventy-eight,  rank 
and  file. 

A  distaste  for  the  militia  organizations  began  to  creep  in 
soon  after,  and  what  was  once  the  pride  of  the  people 
became  a  ridiculous  burlesque  with  them.  Worthless  men 
were  elected  to  office,  duties  were  disregarded,  many  modes 
employed  to  increase  the  disrepute  of  the  system,  and  the  old 
militia  law  became  worse  than  a  dead  letter. 

In  1840  that  law  was  abolished,  and  thereafter  volunteer 
companies  absorbed  the  military  tastes  and  efforts  of  the  com- 
munity, and  military  discipline  and  tactics  were  greatly 
promoted. 


WINCHESTER   LIGHT   GUARD. 

Fourth  Brigade^  Fourth  Battalion  Licjht  Infanlnj,  Sec 
Company  E.^ 

Commissioned. 

F.  O.  Prince.  Capt.  27  March,  1851. 

AVallace  Whitney,  1st  Lieut.  27  March,  1851. 

Owen  S.  Warland,  2a  Lieut.  27  Marcli,  1851. 

Wilham  Tratt,  ;3d  Lieut.  27  March,  1851. 

Miran  Lawrence,  4th  Lieut.  27  March,  1851. 

Wallace  Whitney,  Capt.  24  May,  1853. 

John  R.  Cobb,  1st  Lieut.  24  May,  1853. 

Oren  W.  Gardner,  2d  Lieut.  21  April,  1852. 

William  Pratt.  3d  Lieut.  27  March,  1851. 

Henry  Richardson,  4th  Lieut.  5  April,  1853. 

Officers  dischai'ged  March  27,  1855. 
1  Roster  No.  11,  p.  135. 


enth  Begiment, 

Commission  Issued. 

23  May,  1851. 
23  May,  1851. 
23  May,  1851. 
23  May,  1851. 
23  May,  1851. 

4  June,  1853. 
4  June,  1853. 
G  April,  1853. 
23  May,  1851. 
18  April,  1853. 
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CHURCH    OF    THE   EPIPHANY,    WINCHESTER,   MASS. 

Early  in  the  year  1882,  through  the  interest  and 
zealous  labors  of  several  ladies,  the  services  of  the  Protestant 
Ejiiscopal  Church  were  started  in  Winchester. 

The  first  service  was  held  in  Harmony  Hall,  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  February  (February  26,  1882),  the  Rev.  Charles 
P.  Parker,  of  Cambridge,  officiating.  Mr.  Parker,  although 
residing  in  Cambridge  and  unable  to  do  any  pastoral  work, 
continued  in  charge  of  the  mission  services  until  October 
1882,  during  that  time  having  the  assistance  of  several  other 
clergymen. 

The  work  having  been  accepted  by  the  Diocesan  Board  of 
Missions,  the  Rev.  Charles  Morris  Addison,  Rector  of  Saint 
John's  Church,  Arlington,  was  appointed  missionary  in 
charge,  officiating  for  the  first  time   October   1,  1882. 

The  attendance  having  increased  by  November,  the 
services  were  held  in  the  Methodist  Church,  which  was 
hired  for  Sunday  afternoons. 

A  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  December,  and  early 
in  1883  the  Ladies'  Guild  was  formed.  About  this  time  the 
congregation  was  organized  into  a  mission,  with  the  following 
committee :  — 

The  Rev.  Charles  Morris  Addison,  Missionary;  Mr.  Irving 
S.  Palmer,  Warden ;  Mr.  Samuel  W.  McCall,  Vestryman  ; 
Mr.  Frank  J.  Wills,  Clerk  ;  Mr.  Charles  Gratiot  Thompson, 
Treasurer.  Previous  to  this,  Mr.  George  B.  Shepley  was 
Treasurer. 

It  was  soon  decided  by  the  congregation  that  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  services,  and  the  future  growth  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  town,  called  for  a  church-building. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  year  1884  subscriptions  were 
received  for  a  small  Episcopal  Church,  the  land  on  which  to 
place  it  having  been  generously  offered  by  Mr.  D.  Nelson 
Skillings.     Plans  were  kindly  made  by  Mr.  George  D.  Rand, 
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and  the  prospect  was  so  encouraging  that  work  was  begun 
in  August,  1884. 

The  church  was  completed  in  January,  1885,  and  the  first 
service  was  held  in  it  on  January  25. 

The  church  having  been  fully  paid  for,  it  was  consecrated 

by  the  Right  Reverend  Benjamin  H.  Paddock,  Bishop  of  the 

Diocese,  assisted  by  a  large  number  of  the  clergy,  on  Friday, 

May  29,  1885. 

CHARLES  MORRIS  ADDISON,  Rector. 

Winchester,  June  6,  1885. 


The    following   are    the    names   of  the    members   of    the 
Episcopal  Church  at  its  formation :  — 

Charles  Gratiot  Thompson. 

Mrs.  Sophie  (Underwood)  Thompson. 

George  B.  Shepley. 

Mrs.  Marj^  Fessenden  (BaiTOws)  Shepley. 

George  Francis  Hawley. 

Mrs.  Harriette  N.  (Russell)  Hawley. 

Mrs.  Mary  Page. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Rice. 

Miss  Harriet  Judkins. 

IVIiss  Ellen  Judkins. 

Miss  Mary  Judkins. 

Mrs.  Gei'trude  Fiske. 

Mrs.  Susan  Boyce. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blank. 

Mrs.  Mary  Delacroix. 

Miss  Annie  Delacroix. 

Louis  Delacroix. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Moulton. 

Henry  Bishop. 

Samuel  W.  McCall. 

Irving  S.  Palmer. 

Charles  Sergeant. 
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WINCHESTER  COUNCIL,  No.  150,  AMERICAN  LEGION  OF  HONOR. 

The  order  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  was  organ- 
ized in  the  city  of  Boston,  December  18,  1878,  and  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  March   11,  1879. 

At  the  present  time  (June,  1885)  it  numbers  over  57,000 
members  in  the  United  States,  and  about  6,000  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts. 

This  order  differs  from  the  Knights  of  Honor  in  three 
essential  particulars.  First,  it  admits  both  sexes  to  member- 
ship. Second,  its  benefits  are  divided  into  six  degrees,  or 
sums,  payable  at  the  death  of  members,  namely,  1500,  $1,000, 
$2,000,  -13,000,  $4,000,  and  $5,000.  with  amount  of  assess- 
ments to  correspond.  Third,  its  assessments  are  graded 
according  to  the  age  of   members  at  initiation. 

Winchester  Council  No.  150  was  instituted  in  Oma  Hall 
(Richardson's  Block),  April  7,  1880,  hj  Deputy  Supreme 
Commander  Andrew  Dow,  of  Boston,  in  presence  of  Grand 
Commander  D.  B.  Kimball,  of  Salem,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts.  The  following  sixty- 
one  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  present  and  were  initiated 
and  enrolled  as  charter  members,  officers  installed,  and 
Committees  appointed  as  designated:  — 

Mr.  Abijah  Thompson.     (Sentry.) 

Mrs.  Maria  Stearns  Thompson. 

Mr.  William  Harrison  Bailey.     (Commander.) 

Mrs.  Susan  Caroline  Bailey.     (Entertainment  Com.) 

Mr.  George  Porter  Brown.     (Trustee.) 

Mr.  William  Alanson  Snow.     (Guide.) 

Mr.  Charles  Harrison  Dunham.     (Trustee.) 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dunham.    (Entertainment  Com.) 

Mr.  Warren  Johnson. 

Mr.  Henry  Childs  Miller.     (Past  Commander.) 

Mrs.  Mary  Hannah  Miller.     (Entertainment  Com.) 

Mr.  Edwin  Augustus  Wadleigh.     (Vice-commander.) 

Mr.  Edward  Henry  Stone. 

Mr.  Charles  Eben  Swett.     (Orator.) 
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Mr.  James  Paschal  Boutwell.     (Warden.) 

Mrs.  Ilainiah  Huntington  Boutwell. 

Mr.  John  Winslow  Kichardson. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Reeves  Richardson. 

Mr.  William  vSimonds.  , 

Mrs.  Marj^  Ruby  Simonds. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitch  Lunt.     (Chaplain.) 

Mrs.  Sarah  Webster  Lunt. 

Mr.  Henry  Augustus  Emerson.     (Collector.) 

Mrs.  Sarah  Emeline  Emerson. 

Mr.  Irving  Stevens  Palmer.     (Treasurer.) 

Mrs.  Eugenia  Elizabeth  Palmer. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sinclair  Spurr. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Baxter  Spurr. 

Miss  Emma  CoUamore  Richardson.    (  Kntertainment  Com.) 

Dr.  Daniel  Webster  Wight.     (Medical  Examiner.) 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Wight. 

Dr.  Frederick  Winsor.     (Medical  Examiner.) 

Mr.  Harrison  Parker,  2d. 

Mrs.  Fannie  Fletcher  Parker. 

Mr.  Charles  Fernald  Jordan. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Louise  Jordan. 

Mr.  James  Henry  Winn. 

Mrs.  Julia  Ann  Winn. 

Mrs.  Charles  Sanborn  Smith. 

Mrs.  Abbie  Smith. 

Mr.  Samuel  Wallace  Smith. 

Mr.  Abraham  Prescott  Palmer. 

Mr.  Wallace  Prescott  Palmer. 

Mrs.  Helen  Sarah  Palmer. 

Mr.  Henry  P^dwin  (^ardiner  Andrews. 

Mr.  Leonidas  Marshall  Hall. 

Mr.  Warren  Francis  Foster.     (Secretary  and  Trustee.) 

Mr.  George  Washington  Blanchard. 

Mr.  Marcus  Carlon  Cook. 

Mr.  George  Washington  Spurr. 

Mr.  Erving  B.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Sylvan  us  Cobb  Small. 

Mr.  Henry  Stone. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Holbrook. 

-Mr.  William  Henry  Cooper. 

Mrs.  Susan  Pond  Cooper.     (Entertainment  Com.) 
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Mr.  Frank  M.  White. 

Mrs.  Mary  Maria  Twombly. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Cumming's. 

Miss  Josephine  Keyes. 

Mr»  William  Nelson  Arnold. 

Several  of  the  above  vrere  termed,  hj  the  laws  of  the  order, 
"  Honorary  members,"  not  being  able  to  pass  a  satisfactory 
medical  examination  to  enable  them  to  participate  in  the  life 
insurance  feature  of  the  order.  All  of  these,  however,  with- 
drew during  the  first  year  or  two,  after  the  social  exercises 
began  to  decline.  For  the  good  people  of  Winchester,  like 
most  other  communities,  lose  their  enthusiasm  for,  and 
become  indifferent  to,  their  social  institutions  as  soon  as  a 
few  leading  spirits  grow  weary  of  doing  all  the  work  of 
providing  entertainments  for  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  Council  now  numbers  fifty  (50)  members,  —  thirty- 
five  male  (35)  and  fifteen  female  (15),  —  all  "beneficial 
members,"  and  is  one  of  five  councils  in  the  State,  of  equal 
age,  that  has  escaped  the  hand  of  death,  and  has  conse- 
quently drawn  nothing  from  the  Relief  Fund  of  the  order, 
while  it  has  paid  in  over  16,500,  and  has  also  paid  to  its  own 
members  in  sick-benefits  nearly  $100,  during  the  first  five 
years  of  its  existence. 

The  presiding  officers  have  been :  — 

Past  Commander.  William  H.  Bailey  (charter),  1880. 
Past  Commander,  Charles  E.  Swett,  1881-82. 
Past  Commander,  Thomas  S.  Spurr,  1883-84. 
Past  Commander,  James  P.  Boutwell,  1885. 

The  Council  now  meets  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays 
of  every  month  in  apartments  of  Masonic  Hall. 

WILLIAM  HAPtRISON  BAILEY. 
WiNCHESTEK,  June  22,  1885. 
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AMOS    WHITTEMORE. 

Amos  Whittemore,^  the  iDgenious  mechanic  aiid  in- 
ventor (see  p.  126  of  The  Record)^  was  born  in  Arlington, 
April  14,  1814,  and  died  in  Cambridgeport,  July  19,  1882. 
He  was  the  grandson  of  Amos  VVhittemore,  the  inventor  of 
the  celebrated  machine  for  making  cotton  and  wool  cards. 
His  father  was  Amos  Whittemore,  Jr.,  and  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  (Russell)  Whittemore,  died  in  Arlington,  Massa- 
chusetts, April  5,  1883,  aged  97  years,  8  months.  His 
mother  was  a  widow  for  fifty-five  years,  —  his  father  dying 
in  the  year  1827.  His  grandfather,  the  inventor,  died  in  the 
year  1828. 

Amos  Whittemore,  the  grandson,  was  thus  earl}^  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood;  but  throughout  life 
he  was  an  example  of  one  impelled  by  hereditary  inventive 
instinct.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  invented  the  machine 
for  pegging  shoes,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Clark  on  page  126  of 
The  Record,  as  being  placed  in  the  mill-building  belonging  to 
Mr.  Samuel  S.  Richardson  in  Winchester.  (We  are  grateful 
to  Mr.  Clark  for  this  item  of  information  in  his  very  sugges- 
tive articles.)  We  presume  this  machine  was  placed  in  that 
factory  througli  the  intluence  of  Mr.  Wiiittemore's  brother- 
in-law  and  ever  kind  friend.  Dr.  Benjamin  Cutter,  of  Woburn 
(m}^  father). 

The  pegging-machine  was  an  important  adjunct  to  the  shoe- 
manufacturing  interest  in  this  country.  Mr.  Whittemore's 
plan  also  embraced  machines  for  cutting  the  uppers  and 
soles,  for  buffing  and  paving  the  soles  and  heels,  and  using 
wire  nails  for  fastening  the  heels.  The  slanting  of  the  pegs 
in  shoes  is  his  idea.  His  invention  was  exhibited  at  Arling- 
ton, in  December,  1833,  but,  meeting  with  discouragement 
and  bitter  opposition,  was  not  patented.  The  machine  was 
eventually  sold  for  forty-five  dollars,  and  others  afterward 

'  Not  Wliitt/more,  as  given  on  page  lifi,  hut  Whittemore. 
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reaped  the  advantages  pecuniarily.  The  true  source  of  the 
machine  has  since  been  recognized,  and  its  utility  is  gener- 
ally acknowledged.  At  an  interview  with  Mr.  Whittemore 
on  December  1,  1870,  he  said  that  at  the  time  when  he 
invented  his  machine  it  was  argued  that  the  making  of 
shoes  by  machinery  would  throw  the  shoemakers  working 
by  hand  out  of  employment,  and  it  was  threatened  to  burn 
him  out  even,  if  he  continued  using  his  machine.  Through 
the  influence  of  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Benjamin  Cutter,  of 
Woburn,  women  were  induced  to  bind  his  shoes,  but  only 
at  double  prices,  and  this  only  for  a  short  time. 

An  obituary  notice  in  the  Arluir/ton  Advocate,  for  July  29, 
1882,  by  the  present  writer,  contains  a  list  of  some  of  his 
other  inventions.  The  })hilanthropic  aim  of  his  work  in 
inventing  the  pegging-machine  may  be  expressed  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Whittemore,  when  he  said,  in  my  hearing : 
"  Many  more  people  wear  shoes  than  would  have  worn 
them  had  no  machines  been  invented." 

His  pill-counting  machine,  for  instance,  is  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  the  quality  of  his  inventive  genius.  By  a  contri- 
vance so  simple  that  one  feels  almost  ashamed  that  he  never 
thought  of  it  himself,  a  hundred  or  more  pills  are  counted 
instantly  by  a  movement  of  the  hand.  Mr.  Whittemore 
married,  in  1837,  Mrs.  Almira  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  who 
survives  him.     They  had  no  children. 


WoBUKN,  August,  1885. 


W.  R.  CUTTEPi. 


KNIGHT    TEMPLARS     EXCURSION, 

Among  the  pleasant  excursions  of  the  summer  of  1885, 
none  were  more  so  than  that  of  Boston  Commandery 
Knight  Templars,  on  Thursday,  September  3,  to  Star  Island, 
one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals.  Leaving  Boston  by  a  special 
train  at  0.35  a.m.,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  Sir  Knights 
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and  Ladies  were  swiftly  conveyed  to  Portsmouth,  and 
there  embarked  on  board  the  United  States  steamer 
Leyden^  which,  after  ten  miles'  sail  on  the  water,  safely 
landed  them  on  the  island  at  1.20  p.m.  Tliey  found  the 
Oceanic  Hotel  gayly  decorated  with  flags,  bunting,  Chinese 
lanterns,  and  the  words  "  Welcome,  Knights,"  on  an  arch 
over  the  entrance  of  its  hospitable  doors,  while  from 
the  staff  on  the  cupola  was  displayed  a  large  white  beausant 
bearing  a  red  Templar  cross.  Over  this  was  afterward  to 
be  seen  the  black-and-white  beausant  of  Boston  Command- 
ery,  which,  during  the  passage  on  the  steamer,  had  been 
displayed  at  her  foremast  head.  This  beausant  had  been 
planted  on  the  summits  of  Mount  Washington  and  the  Sierra 
Nevadas  in  previous  pilgrimages. 

After  removing  the  dust  of  travel,  the  company  sat  down 
to  a  dinner  of  excellent  quality,  well  cooked  and  well 
served.  After  dinner  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  strolled 
around  and  viewed  the  many  ancient  relics  which  are  to  be 
seen  there.  Among  them  were  the  old  stone  church,  the 
original  one  having  been  built  two  hundred  years  ago  and 
afterward  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  present  one  eighty-five 
years  before  ;  the  monument  to  Captain  John  Smith,  who, 
it  is  claimed,  discovered  these  isles  in  1614,  but  whose  claim 
is  very  much  disputed ;  the  ''  Teacher's  Chair,"  as  it  is 
called,  where,  in  1848,  a  Miss  Underbill,  a  loved  and  valued 
teacher,  was  washed  away  out  to  sea,  while  reading  a 
book;  the  little  enclosure  where  some  children  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Beebe,  a  former  pastor,  are  buried.  It  lies  at  the  base  of 
several  high  rocks,  and  it  was  laid  out  and  a  Avooden  picket 
fence  erected  around  it  by  the  minister's  own  hands,  who 
also  placed  a  small  monument  on  the  spot.  The  burial-place 
has  been  sadly  neglected  of  late  years,  being  overgrown  with 
bushes,  and  the  monument  is  hardly  discernible.  The  last 
resting-places  of  a  large  number  of  the  early  inhabitants 
of  the  isle  are  scattered  indiscriminately  around,  and  one 
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cannot  walk  without  treacling  on  the  mounds  whicli  cover 
their  remains  or  stumbling  over  the  rough  pieces  of  stone, 
merely  stuck  in  the  ground  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the 
graves.  The  grave  of  the  lie  v.  Mr.  Tuck,  who  died  in  1701, 
and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens,  who  died  in  1740,  are  more 
prominently  marked  by  large  tablets  set  upon  stone,  setting 
forth  their  position  and  their  virtues,  but  the  ruthless  hand 
of  time  has  almost  obliterated  the  masonry  and  the  letters. 
Betty  Moody's  Cave,  said  to  be  marked  with  the  blood  of 
her  offspring,  whose  life  she  sacrificed  rather  than  have  it 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  is  pointed  out  to  the 
curious  seeker.  The  remains  of  the  old  fort,  built  in  1653, 
on  a  slight  elevation  near  the  hotel,  commands  a  fine  view, 
and  is  now  occupied  b}"  a  band-stand  and  a  summer-house. 
While  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ''  Teacher's  Chair,"  and 
also  in  front  of  the  hotel,  the  Sir  Knights  and  Ladies  were 
clustered  in  a  group  and  photograi)hed.  After  this  and 
during  the  time  of  their  stay  here,  most  of  the  company 
went  over  to  Appledore,  in  the  little  steam-launch  Pina- 
fore., and  viewed  the  hotel  —  the  "Prince  of  Whales,"  Mrs. 
Thaxter's  pretty  cottage,  and  the  last  resting-place  of  Laigh- 
ton,  the  father  of  the  present  proprietors  of  this  island. 

Returning  to  Star,  and  when  darkness  had  settled  down 
on  sea  and  land,  the  "•  Oceanic  "  was  illuminated  by  a  large 
number  of  Chinese  lanterns  and  a  brilliant  display  of  fire- 
works, given  under  the  direction  of  Sir  B.  M.  Wedger, 
lasting  an  hour.  This  was  followed  by  dancing  in  the  large 
hall  of  the  hotel,  to  the  music  of  Carter's  Orchestra,  and 
the  closing  exercises  were  the  singing  of  familiar  hymns  and 
songs  in  the  same  hall,  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  W.  F. 
Miller,  until  a  late  hour.  After  breakfast  the  next  morning, 
by  invitation  of  the  Rev.  Sir  O.  A.  Roberts,  a  goodly  number 
the  Knights  and  Ladies  assembled  in  the  old  cliuich,  where 
brief  religious  services  were  held.  After  this,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  officers  of   the    United   States  steamer  Leyden., 
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a  large  number  were  treated  to  a  beautiful  sail  around  the 
outside  of  Star,  Appledore,  Smutty  Nose,  Londoner,  White, 
and  Duck  Islands,  while  others  took  smaller  craft  for  the 
same  trip. 

At  one  o'clock  the  California  Pilgrims,  who  two  years 
ago  bore  the  banner  of  Boston  Commandery  to  the  Pacific 
shores,  celebrated  the  second  anniversary  of  that  event  b}- 
a  sumptuous  banquet,  to  which  they  invited  their  less- 
favored  Knights  and  Ladies.  The  tables  were  ornamented 
with  choice  flowers  and  liberally  spread  with  choice  and 
tempting  edibles,  with  as  equally  refreshing  liquids ;  and  the 
whole  affair  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  committee  who 
planned  it  and  the  hotel  manager,  O.  F.  Frisbee,  who  carried 
it  out.  After  the  bodily  wants  had  been  fully  supplied,  the 
large  company  was  called  to  order  by  Eminent  Sir  John  L. 
Stevenson,  who,  in  a  few  well-chosen  words,  welcomed  all 
present  to  this  anniversary  festival,  and  introduced  Grand 
Recorder  A.  F.  Chapman,  Eminent  Commander  F.  T. 
Comee,  the  Rev.  Sir  O.  A.  Roberts,  the  Rev.  Sir  S.  McBurney, 
of  Taunton,  and  Sir  Charles  E.  Pierce,  who  made  brief 
speeches.  The  singing  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  and  a  gen- 
eral hand-shake  all  around,  brought  the  festivities  to  a  close, 
and  at  four  o'clock  the  company  took  the  boat  and  cars  for 
home,  arriving  in  Boston  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  on 
Friday  evening,  September  4. 

The  weather  of  both  days  was  delightful,  and  the  trip  one 
of  unalloyed  pleasure  to  all  the  participants.  Much  more 
might  be  said  about  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  their  history  and 
their  attractions,  but  space  will  not  allow  it. 

Among  those  who  joined  in  this  excursion  were  the 
following  Sir  Knights  and  Ladies  from  Winchester :  — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Dunham;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  S. 
Littlefield ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Cobb,  Miss  Mary  L.  Cobb ; 
Edwin  A.  Wadleigh ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Houston,  Misses 
Ella   and    Sadie    Houston;     Mr.    and    Mrs.    G.    P.    Brown; 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Dwinell ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Loring,  Miss 
Bessie  Loring;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abijah  Thompson;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Tuck ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Parker,  Misses 
Mabelle  L.  Parker  and  Lizzie  A.  Symnes ;  John  R.  Newman, 
William  Pratt,  and  George  G.  Stratton. 

E.  A.  WADLEIGH. 


INSCRIPTIONS    FKOM   THE   GRAVESTONES    IN    WILDWOOD 
CEMETERY,    IN    WINCHESTER,   MASS. 

COMMUNICATED  BY  ABIJAH  THOMPSON. 

ZACHARIAH  SYMMES, 

Died 

October  16,  1850, 

Aged  70. 

"  Blessed  are  those  servants  wiioni  the  Lord, 
When  he  cometh  shall  find  watching." 

NANCY, 

WIFE    OF 

ZACHAEIAH   SYMMES, 

Died 

May  21,  1871, 

Aged  85. 

"  Blessed  are  they  who  trust  in  the  Lord." 

ASA  LOCKE, 

Died  July  16,  1857, 

Aged  75  yrs. 

A  good  man; 

Firm  and  true  in  friendship ; 
Faithful  in  the  relations  of  life; 
A  follower  of  the  Redeemer. 
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I.  u  c  r  w . , 

WIFE   OF 

ASA    LOCKE, 

DiKD  December  7,  1800. 

Aged  81  years. 

OUR  MOTHER. 

Prudent,  discreet,  and  good, 

She  was  an  example  for  her  children. 

And  for  many  years  a  helpmate  to  her  husband. 

She  has  now  gone  to  join  him  in  the  better  land. 

CEPHAS    CHURCH, 


Died 
January  8,  1875, 

Aged 

65  yrs.,  8  iiio.s. 

He  loved  his  neighbor  as  himself. 

MARSHALL    WYMAN, 

July  11.  17!t2. 
July  10.  1868. 

SUSAX    PARIvER, 

HIS   WIFE, 

July  28,  1799. 
Nov.  3,  1876. 

W  Y  MAN 
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CAPT. 

NATHAN    JAQUITir, 
Died 

Feb.  16,  1875, 

.Et.  93  yrs.,  10  ms.,  16  ds. 

We  rest  together. 

MRS.    ESTHER, 

AVIFE   OF 

NATHAN    JAQUITH. 

Died 

Dec.  2,  1846, 

.Et.  64. 

"  Wliom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteueth." 

JESSE   RICHARDSON, 

Died  Dec.  11,  1843, 

.Et.  62. 

LORA  STEVENS, 

HIS    WIFE, 

Died  ill  Winchester. 

Aug.  26,  1851, 

.^t.  62. 

"  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you." 

My  parents  dear,  by  faith  and  prayer, 
Sought  but  their  Father's  will  to  know. 
And  not  In  vain  to  them  was  given, 
Through  death's  dark  vale,  the  light  of  Heaven. 
Yes;  there,  we  trust,  with  sainted  oues. 
They  sing  a  Saviour's  priceless  love, 
And  there  may  we  when  life  Is  o'er, 
Meet  them  redeemed  to  part  no  more. 
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BENJAMIN  F.  THOMPSON, 

Died 

July  31,  1863. 

Aged  64  yrs.,  6  inos. 

HANNAH   W., 

WIFE    OF 

B.    F.    THOMPSON, 

Died  Nov.  8,  1882, 

Aged  78  yrs.,  10  nios. 

MAJ.  FRANCIS  JOHNSON, 

Died  Nov.  16,  1846, 
.^t.  75. 

SARAH    GARDNER, 

Died 

July  20,  1857, 

-^t.  85  j'ears,  9  mos. 

PATIENCE    GARDNER, 

Died 

January  23,  18G4, 

.Et.  90  yrs..  9  inontiis. 

JOSEPH    HUXNEWELL, 

Died 

Sept.  25,  1869. 

Age  67  J'rs.,  5  nios. 
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CLIPPINGS. 

"To-dai/  becomes  historic  /r.-worro*/-." 


WOOBURNE. 

FowEU  or  ffive  Miles  above  Mauldou 
AVest  is  a  more  consideral>le  Towne 
called  Wooburne ;  they  live  by  ffiirnisli- 
iug  the  Sea  Townes  with  Provisions 
as  Conic  and  Flesh,  and  also  they  ffur- 
nish  the  Merchants  with  such  goods  to 
be  exported.  —  Maoerick^s  Descrip- 
tions of  Neio  England  (about  1650). 

Maverick.  —  Pastor  of  the  "  Third 
Church  of  Christ  gathered  at  Dorches- 
ter, 1631."' 

Dorchester.  —  "  The  forme  of  this 
Towne  is  almost  like  a  serpent  turning 
her  head  to  the  North-ward;  over 
against  Tompson's  Island,  and  the 
Castle,  her  body  and  wings  being 
chiefly  built  on,  are  filled  (16o0)  some- 
what thick  of  Houses,  onely  that  one 
of  her  Wings  is  dipt,  her  Tayle  being 
of  such  a  large  extent  that  shee  can 
hardly  draw  it  after  her." —  Wonder- 
Working  Providence,  p.  41. 

Winchester  (INIiddlesex  Co.,  8  m. 
fr.  Boston).  —  Contains  manufactories, 
machine-shops,  tanneries,  and  exten- 
sive vegetable  gardens.  A  branch  rail- 
way extends  to  Woburn,  a  brisk  manu- 
facturing place  of  10,000  people.  — 
Taintor'S  Guide  Book,  1885. 

June  2,  1641.  — The  bounds  for 
Charlestown  Village  (Woburn)  are  to 
be  set  out  by  Captain  Cooke,  Mr.  Holli- 
ocke  and  Mr.  John  Oliver,  the  con- 
tents of  four  miles  square.  —  Brooks^s 
History  of  Medfurd. 

24.  9.  mo  70.  A  sad  accident  at 
Woburn  of  three  men  yt  were  digging 
a  well  &  ye  earth  caved  in  &  swal- 
lowd  up  two  alive  &  the  third  hardly 


escaped  but  was  digged  out  his  head 
not  being  covered  wth  earth. 

4.  12in.  70.  Mr.  Zacharie  Symmes 
Pastor  to  the  Church  at  Charlestowne 
dyed.  Fro  lOth  of  Im.  to  ye  28th 
was  rainie,  stormie  &  tempestuous 
weather. 

8th  9.  m  71.  An  Indian  executed 
it  hung  up  in  chaines  for  murdering 
an  EngUsh  maid  at  Woburn.  —  Box- 
hnry  Parish  Becords,lQ10.  Boston 
Commissioners''  Report,  'Id  Edition. 


SILVER  WEDDING. 

The  occasion  of  the  Silver  Wedding, 
as  it  is  termed,  of  Hon.  John  A.  Bolles 
and  wife,  was  improved  by  some  thirty 
of  their  friends  who  called  upon  them 
one  evening  last  week,  at  their  resi- 
dence, to  congratulate  them  upon 
reaching  this  period  of  their  wedded 
life,  and  to  present  to  them  some  sub- 
stantial token  of  their  regard  and 
esteem.  The  evening  was  pleasantly 
and  agreeably  passed  in  social  converse 
and  friendly  greeting.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolles  were  pre- 
sented with  numerous  articles  of  silver- 
ware by  their  friends,  which  were 
appropriately  received.  —  Excelsior. 
Winchester,  December  3, 1859. 

Freemen  (from  Lists  in  the  New 
Eng.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Kegister)  :  — 
Richard  Walker,  1633. 
John  Walker,  1634. 
Augustine  Walker.  1641. 
Henry  Walker,  1672. 
Israel  Walker,  1674. 
Samuel  Walker.  1674. 
Jno.  Walker,  1677. 
Joseph  Walker,  1678. 
Thomas  Walker,  1690. 


Clippings. 
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John  Walker  (1677),  John  Carter, 
John  Berbene.  These  psons  are  in  full 
communion  with  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  Woburn  desireing  their  frcdome.  — 
Old  Becordx. 

The  story  of  our  division  from  the 
three  towns  is  full  of  interest  and  ex- 
citement. It  is  a  history  of  conflict 
and  struggle  —  sharp,  earnest,  resolute. 
The  warmth  of  feeling  provoked  by 
that  controversy  is  passing  away.  — 
Oration  of  John  A.  Bolles,  July  4, 
1860. 


HUMPHREY  B.  HOWE. 

"  A  HIGHLY  respected  citizen  of 
Medford  died  Sunday,  August  30, 1885, 
aged  sixty-seven.  He  was  for  many 
years  connected  with  the  tirm  of 
Kidder,  Peabody  &  Compauy,  served 
nine  months  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion and  belonged  to  Post  66,  G.  A.  R." 
He  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Win- 
chester, and  in  1S43  was  clerk  of  the 
old  School  Ward,  Xo.  5,  South  Woburn. 
He  also  kept,  for  a  time,  a  grocery- 
store  in  the  old  store  built  by  Mr.  John 
Symnies,  which,  at  a  later  date,  was 
converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  owned 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Ford. 
(See  p.  127  of  The  liecord.)  Mr. 
Howe,  for  a  time,  also  occupied 
the  shoe-factory  building  of  S.  S.  Rich- 
ardson (built  1837),  keeping  there  gro- 
ceries and  dry-goods ;  at  one  time  was 
postmaster  and  Avas  highly  respected 
here  as  well  as  later  at  Medford. 


WIFOHESTEE  HIGHLANDS. 

AxOTHEU  entertainment  has  been 
held,  this  time  in  the  Congregational 
vestry,  to  aid  the  building  fund  for  a 
chapel  at  the  Highlands.  A  company 
of  young  ladies,  from  the  Phillips 
Church,  South  Boston,  kindly  came 
out  and  rendered,  with  very  pleasing 
effect,  the  "  Sunflower"  chorus.     Mr. 


Walter  Rice  gave  two  solos  upon  the 
violin.  Mrs.  Bailey  sang  two  songs. 
Mrs.  Miller  also  sang  twice.  Miss  Car- 
rie Pond  gave  two  piano  solos,  and 
Miss  Mattie  Richardson  read,  with 
much  acceptance,  a  selection  from  Mrs. 
Browning's  poems,  Mr.  Usher  making 
the  annoimcements. 


8628.  About  the  Baldwin  Apple 
{Boston  Transcript).  —  I  was  born 
in  Woburn,  and  lived  there  till  1838. 
I  often  heard  of  the  apple,  through  my 
fatlier,  Leonard  Thompson,  and  others. 

When  Samuel  Thompson  was  sur- 
veying, in  the  fall  of  1760,  at  Butters 
Row,  in  ^V^ilmington,  Massachusetts, 
near  Woburn,  he  noticed  some  excel- 
lent fruit  on  an  old  apple-tree,  in- 
habited by  a  family  of  woodpeckers. 
He  gathered  specimens  of  the  fruit, 
and,  finding  it  very  palatable,  took 
some  home,  where  they  were  much 
liked,  and  in  after  years  scions  were 
cut  from  the  tree  and  sent  far  and 
wide.  It  is  now  the  Baldwin  ajjple  of 
the  day.  w.  t. 

The  AVedgemere  Tennis  Club  of 

Winchester  opened  its  new  grounds 
with  a  tournament.  Ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen attended  in  large  numbers,  and 
the  scene  was  animated  and  brilliant. 
The  club  is  firmly  established  in 
popular  favor  in  Winchester,  and  its 
permanent  success  seems  to  be  assured 
beyond  a  doubt. 
June  17, 1885. 


HIGH  SERVICE. 

Ground  has  been  broken  for  the 
high-pressure  service  (water-works). 
A  large  force  of  m(>n  are  at  work 
making  the  necessai-y  pipes,  and  lining 
them  with  cement,  for  immediate  use 
when  all  things  are  in  readiness  to  lay 
them. 
July  17,  1885. 
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STATISTICS. 
The  amount  of  church  property  ex- 
empt from  taxation  in  tliis  town  is 
f  76,600.    The  Assessors  report  the  fol- 
lowing figures :  — 

1885. 
Valuation  of  Real  Estate,  fS, 069, 722. 00 
„         Personal      „        1,081,355.00 


Total,      $4,151,077.00 

A  gain  on  Eeal  Estate  of       $134,889.00 
„        Personal    „  264,472.08 


Total,  $399,361.08 
Rate  of  taxation  on  fl,000,  $13.50. 
Number  of  polls,  1,066,  at  $2,  and  13  at 
50  cents ;  number  of  houses,  713 ;  barns, 
269;  shops,  207;  dogs,  172;  horses,  324; 
oxen,  6;  cows,  186;  heifers,  14;  swine, 
103;  sheep,  1;  goats,  6;  carriages, 
248;  children  between  5  and  15,  620; 
liable  to  military  duty,  563;  women 
voters,  13. 

Census  Returns.  —  Population, 
1885,  4,390;  houses,  713;  tenements, 
844;  families,  857. 


THE  rORTNIGHTLY. 

The  organization  of  this  Association 
for  the  year  1885-86  is  as  follows  :  — 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Winsor,  President. 
Mrs.  Rev.  Joshua  Coit,  Vice-president. 
Mrs.  George  D.  Rand,  Treasurer. 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Nowell,  Secretary. 

Directors  —  Mrs.  Pressey,  Mrs.  Sey- 
mour, Mrs.  Shepley,  Mrs.  Church, 
Mrs.  Elder,  and  Miss  Harrington. 

CHAIRWOMEN  OF  COMMITTEES: 

Literature,  Miss  A.  Harrington. 
Education,  Mrs.  E.  Pressey. 
Current  Events,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Shepley. 
Social  Science,  Mrs.  A.  Church. 
Domestic  Economy,  Mrs.  L.  Elder. 
History  and  Travel,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Sey- 
mour. 
Art,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Coit. 
Finance,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Rand. 


ELIZABETH  L.  SMITH. 

Our  aged  townsman,  Mr.  Samuel 
Smith,  himself  an  octogenarian,  has 
been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  with  whom  he  has  passed  sixty 
years  of  married  life,  on  Sunday  last. 
He  receives  the  earnest  sympathies  of 
his  friends  in  his  bereavement.  Mrs. 
Smith  was  the  daughter  of  "Old" 
Josiah  Locke,  of  Woburn,  so  called  in 
distinction  from  later  descendants  of 
the  same  name. 
.June,  1885. 


VILLAGE  IMPEOVEMENT 
SOCIETY. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  held  Sep- 
tember 16,  1885.  8.  W.  Twombly 
was  reelected  President,  and  Messrs. 
S.  W.  Reynolds  and  S.  H.  Folsom 
were  elected  Vice-presidents. 

Executive  Committee  —  D.  N.  Skill- 
ings,  .John  T.  Wilson,  George  S.  Little- 
field,  and  Daniel  March,  .Jr. 

Secretary,  George  H.  Eustis. 

Treasurer,  Charles  F.  Lunt. 


250tli  TEAE-DAY. 

September  15, 1885.  Hingham  ex- 
ulted, with  bell-ringing,  open-air  con- 
certs, a  great  procession,  an  oration  in 
the  Old  Meet infi-Hnn fie  —  "  the  oldest 
building  in  the  land  still  occupied  for 
Protestant  worship  '"  —  by  Solomon 
Lincoln,  Esq.,  more  bell-ringing  and 
firing  of  cannons,  a  dinner  in  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  with  post-praudials  from 
the  Hon.  John  D.  Long,  Governor 
Robinson,  Hon.  Thomas  Russell,  Solo- 
mon Lincoln,  Esq.,  Rev.  H.  Price  Col- 
lier, Dr.  William  Everett,  and  3ir. 
Luther  Stevenson,  and  a  social  gather- 
ing in  the  evening, — a  grand  jubilee 
over  what  Hingham  has  been  and  done 
for  over  two  centuries  and  a  half. 


Proceedini)^.  361 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Winchester.  May  5,  1885. 

Society  met  at  Harmony  Hall,  according  to  adjournment. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  Leander  Thompson,  of  North  Woburn,  Mass., 
and  Dr.  David  Youngman,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  were  elected 
Honorary  Members. 

PAPERS    presented    AND    FILED. 

1.  Autograph  letter  of  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Symmes,  dated 
Jamaica,  W.  I.,  January,  1706.     By  Luther  R.  Symmes. 

2.  Letters  of  acknowledgment  from  the  Boston  Athe- 
naeum, Boston  Public  Library,  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  Massachusetts  State  Librarian,  New  England 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Society,  and  the  Public 
Libraries  of  Woburn  and  Winchester. 

3.  Biogi'aphical  sketch  of  Dr.  David  Youngman  and  his 
intimate  connection  with  the  early  history  of  Winchester. 
Bj^  Abijah  Thompson. 

4.  Catalogue  of  Youngman's  Circulating  Library  in  Win- 
chester, 1854.     By  A.  Thompson. 

5.  Oration  of  Abijah  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  July  4, 
1805.     By  the  Rev.  L.  Thompson. 

6.  The  Seven  Origimil  Members  of  the  First  Church. 
By  the  Rev.  L.  Thompson. 

7.  Woburn  Men  at  J^exington  and  Concord.  By  the 
Rev.  L.  Thompson. 

8.  Marriages,  Births,  Baptisms,  and  Deaths,  1630  to  1699 
(Boston  Records).      By  Wm.  W.  Whitmore. 

Donations  were  received  at,  and  subsequent  to,  the  May 
meeting  from 

The  Selectmen,  AViiichester, 
George  T.  Littlefield,  Winchester. 
George  P.  Brown,  ,, 
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Thomas  P.  Ayer.  lyim-lu'Ster. 

Abijah  Thompson,  ,, 

William  T.  Dotton,  ,, 

Harry  C.  Holt,  ,, 

Miss  Harriet  Symmes,  ,, 

Stephen  Thompson,  ,, 

Capt.  John  Bradford.  ,, 

James  A.  Dupee,  ,, 

Joel  F.  Hanson,  ,, 

Henry  F.  Johnson,  ,, 

Charles  G.  Thompson, 

Edwin  A.  Wadleigh,  ,, 

John  P.  Walker,  Providence,  P.  I. 

Rev.  Leander  Thompson.  North  Woburn. 

John  Ward  Dean.  New  England  Hist,  and  Gen.  Society. 

George  K.  Clarke,  Newbury,  Mass. 

Wm.  R.  Cutter,  Woburn. 

P.  M.  Boutwell.  Groton,  Mass. 

Geo.  P.  Baldwin,  Woburn. 

Mrs.  Albert  Thompson,  Woburn. 

David  Youngman.  Somerville. 

Oliver  R.  Clark.  Tewksbury. 

Woburn  Public  Library. 

City  of  Boston, 

Samuel  A.  Green,  Boston. 

William  H.  Whitmore,  Boston. 

William  Boynton,  Winchester. 

Sumner  Richardson,  ,. 

George  F.  Parker,  ,, 

The  donations  of  the  foregoing  iiiclnded  24  bound  volumes, 
430  pamphlets  and  journals,  38  photographs  and  pictures,  12 
liistorical  manuscripts,  and  several  specimens  of  Indian 
relics,  all  of  which  are  duly  recorded  in  the  books  of 
our  Librarian,  or  filed  in  appropriate  eases. 

A  paper  was  read  b}^  George  T.  Littlefield,  containing  a 
list  of  the  original  land-owners  in  Waterfield,  included  in 
our  present  territory,  with  descriptions  of  their  respective 
possessions,  compiled  from  the  Charlestown  Book  of  Posses- 
sions. 
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The  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Treasurer  were  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  tiled. 

The  following  should  be  added  to  the  list  of  members 
heretofore  printed :  — 

Georo-e  F.  Parker.  Edmund  Sanderson. 

Enoene  Tappan.  Sylvanus  Cobb  Small. 

Stephen  II.  Cutter.  Samuel  J.  Elder. 

Sylvanus  Elliott.  Charles  Nelson  Dodge. 
Stephen  Abbott  Holt. 

Adjourned  to  meet  October  G,  1885. 

GEORGE  COOKE,  Secretary. 


AN   EDITORIAL   WORD. 

While  the  title-page  of  The  Record  simply  announces 
"Printed  for  the  Members  of  the  Winchester  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Society,"  it  would  be  false  modesty  to 
deny  that  the  wider  circle  of  our  fellow  -  citizens  of 
Winchester  has  been  regarded  in  this  effort  to  please, 
instruct,  and  inspire  with  local   patriotism. 

To  this  wider  public  we  would  commend  the  spirit  and 
intent,  if  not  the  manner,  of  this  first  volume.  It  will  be 
considerately  remembered  that  the  topics  selected  from  the 
contributions  of  the  members,  or  the  manner  of  their  treat- 
ment, could  consistently  claim  no  other  merit  than  that  of 
simple  historic  information,  and  even  in  this,  of  something- 
less  than  written  history — merely  a  gathering  of  material, 
by  any  available  methods,  for  the  work  of  a  competent 
historian. 

As  to  the  local  interest,  which  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
Society  to  awaken,  we  cannot  feel  it  immodest  to  say  that 
the  appeal  to  the  citizens  at  large  requires,  at  this  day,  no 
apology.  Not  only  the  families  first  established  upon  this 
soil  and  such  as  have  left  these  old  homesteads  for  habitation 


364  Tlie   Winchester'  Record. 

elsewhere,  but  those  who  have  been  attracted  to  Winchester, 
—  and  have  as  yet  to  acquire  the  completed  sense  of  home 
with  us, — all  have  a  common  interest  in  a  "town  ^^'itll  a 
history." 

The  day  is  past,  certainly,  in  the  older  parts  of  our  country, 
when  citizens  of  respectable  intelligence  will  ignore  the 
historic  associations  of  their  homes,  or  the  fact  that  the 
evolution  of  society  around  them,  to  whatever  modifications 
of  thought,  faith,  or  manners  it  may  have  brought  the  living 
of  to-day,  is  in  the  line  of  legitimate  fruitage  from  the  plant- 
ing of  the  fathers,  —  that  theirs  were  the  seed-thoughts  of 
our  distinctive  civilization ;  their  religious  faith  the  su})reme 
motive  in  founding  and  building,  and  the  Golden  Rule  the 
basis  of  social  organization. 

It  was  a  happy  inspiration  of  the  lamented  Garfield  which 
led  him  to  say  of  the  dead,  on  a  commemorative  occasion  : 
"■  They  need  not  us,  but  forever  and  forevermore  we  need 
them." 

One  after  another,  now  in  rapid  succession,  our  neighbor- 
ing towns  are  celebrating  the  250th  anniversaries  of  their 
existence.  Woburn,  the  beginnings  of  which  were  upon  our 
soil,  was  the  twenty-third  in  the  order  of  established  towns 
in  Massachusetts,  and  the  day  approaches  for  the  gathering 
of  what  belongs  to  such  a  celebration  here. 

The  Society  (may  we  not  say  the  citizens  of  Winchester?) 
is  under  great  obligations  to  the  persons  who  have  so 
energetically  awakened  the  dormant  interest  of  many  in  our 
community,  and  led  to  earnest  efforts  in  giving  a  permanent 
form  to  traditionary  and  fragmentary  matters  relating  to  our 
local  history. 

Without  special  solicitation  nearly  fifty  persons  have, 
within  the  year,  contributed  either  written  papers  or  matters 
adapted  to  our  archives.  Including  those  not  yet  printed, 
about  seventy-five  papers  have  beeu  prepared,  many  of  them 
requiring  laborious  research. 


An  Editorial  Word.  365 

Our  acting  Librarian,  George  T.  Littlefield,  has  been  occu- 
pied in  a  work  which  needs  only  to  be  known  to  be  very 
highly  appreciated.  The  arrangement,  numbering,  and 
indexing  of  the  matters  committed  to  his  care,  is  a  work 
requiring  great  ability  and  intelligent  labor.  For  such  work 
gratuitously  rendered,  every  citizen  in  time  to  come  will  see 
reason  for  grateful  admiration. 

The  department  of  biography  has  received  a  few  contribu- 
tions in  addition  to  those  already  })rinted,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  biographical  sketches,  or  materials  for  the  same,  will  be 
furnished  by  many  of  our  citizens  in  the  near  future. 

Remembering  that  it  is  not  official  position  or  professional 
eminence  that  constitutes  the  chief  value  of  a  citizen's  life 
to  the  community  in  which  he  lives  or  to  the  beneficent 
structure  of  society  itself,  we  can  hardly  estimate  too  highly 
the   preservation   of   the    material    facts    of   individual    and 

familv  life. 

GEORGE  COOKE. 

SEPTE^^•.Eu  -25,  1885. 


Omission.  —  The  i)aper  upon  Roads  iii  AVincliester,  pages  277-281, 
should  bear  the  sionature  of  Lutlier  R.  Svmnie.-i. 
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